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A LIFE OF SERVICE AND
COURAGE—A TRIBUTE

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a young man from my district
who exemplified great courage while serving
his country. Army Spc. Jason Chappell was
fatally wounded 2 weeks ago in Iraq when a
suicide bomber hit his vehicle.

Chappell displayed his extraordinary com-
mitment to fight for freedom and justice. Free-
dom and justice are the building blocks of de-
mocracy, and these values are the heartbeat
of all our soldiers who fight for our country
every day.

Chappell's wife, Stephanie, reflects on her
husband'’s kind nature by describing him as an
“angel” who “wanted nothing more than to
help other people.”

Specialist Chappell served in the Army’s 1st
Cavalry Division’s Company B in Fort Hood,
Texas. He is remembered by his family as one
who was devoted to family and country and
dedicated to the causes of justice, freedom,
and peace.

He lived an extraordinary life, rich with love,
laughter, and pride. As a Member of Con-
gress, | rise today to acknowledge Specialist
Chappell and his family for his sacrifice and
service to the cause of freedom and the war
against terror.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Jason
Chappell's wife and family. May you be
strengthened and comforted in this challenging
time.

—————

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 1385, BREAST
CANCER STAMP EXTENSION

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
a proud cosponsor and in strong support of
H.R. 1385, which extends the authorization of
a special postage stamp to benefit breast can-
cer research.

Since its introduction in July 1998, the
Breast Cancer Stamp has provided the Amer-
ican people with a way to directly support
breast cancer research. The stamp carries a
seven cent surcharge, which goes directly to
the life-saving research efforts of the National
Cancer Institute and the Department of De-
fense Breast Cancer Research Program. The
American people have demonstrated that they
care about this research by purchasing over
430 million stamps. That's a direct, voluntary
contribution of over $30 million to this cause,
one stamp at a time.

The American public has opened their
hearts to women everywhere by acknowl-
edging that breast cancer is a disease which
can affect all of our families. Indeed, more
than 2 million women in the United States
have been diagnosed and treated for breast
cancer. One in eight women will develop
breast cancer during her lifetime, and 40,000
American women will die from the disease this
year. Breast cancer is an issue that we should
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all care about, particularly since women from
every State, of every ethnic and economic
background are diagnosed and treated for the
disease every year.

In my home State of lllinois, researchers es-
timate that over 10,000 women will develop
breast cancer during the coming year. Their
lives depend on early detection and early, ef-
fective treatment. When Americans send let-
ters and cards using the Breast Cancer
Stamp, they aren’t just showing that they've
contributed to the cause of research. They are
reminding their friends and loved ones about
the importance of self examination and mam-
mograms. They are promoting Vvigilance,
awareness, and involvement in the fight
against breast cancer. They are showing that
increased awareness makes a considerable
difference for every woman diagnosed with
breast cancer.

The American people have shown they rec-
ognize the necessity of investment in breast
cancer research through their continued pur-
chase of these stamps, and | urge my col-
leagues to support the reauthorization of this
program. | also remind my colleagues that
there is still work to be done.

Along with this bill, | am proud to have co-
sponsored six other breast cancer related bills
which currently await further action in this
Congress. Among them are proposals to pro-
vide funding and authorization for the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences to
expand research on environmental and age-
related factors in breast cancer prevalence,
authorization of additional funding to the Na-
tional Institute of Health for early detection and
prevention programs, and legislation to require
private health insurance plans to provide cov-
erage for minimum hospital stays for major
breast cancer-related surgery. | ask my col-
leagues to honor the spirit of the millions of
citizens who made the Breast Cancer Stamp
a success, by pledging your support to these
potentially life-saving measures still awaiting
action.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the gentleman
from California for introducing this important
legislation, and | ask my colleagues to support
the passage of H.R. 1385.

————

TRIBUTE TO FORMER
CONGRESSMAN JAMES M. HANLEY

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
tribute to former Congressman James M. Han-
ley. Mr. Hanley, who died earlier this month,
served eight terms in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives from 1965 to 1981. At his retire-
ment at the conclusion of the 96th Congress,
he was chairman of the House Committee on
Post Office and Civil Service.

| have been fortunate to know Congressman
Hanley throughout my life, as he was a resi-
dent of the same Tipperary Hill neighborhood
in Syracuse, NY, in which | grew up. A grad-
uate of St. Lucy’'s Academy in Syracuse and
a veteran of World War I, Congressman Han-
ley won an upset election for Congress in
1964 based upon his reputation as an active
community leader and successful business-
man.
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Mr. Hanley translated the keys to his busi-
ness success as a local funeral director into
his Congressional office operations, attending
to personal details and providing timely re-
sponse to constituent requests. He was a
thoughtful and gracious man who actively leg-
islated on behalf of the best interests of the
people he served.

After his retirement, the Federal office build-
ing in downtown Syracuse was named James
M. Hanley Federal Building by this institution
in his honor. On behalf of the people of the
central New York district he represented, | ex-
tend our deepest sympathies and thanks to
his wife Rita, son Peter, daughter Christine,
four grandchildren, and great-grandson.

Mr. Speaker, | also respectfully request that
remarks made during the Hon. James M. Han-
ley funeral at St. Patrick’'s Church in Syracuse,
NY, be embodied into the RECORD. Remarks
were spoken by John Mahoney, former Chief
of Staff to the late Representative James M.
Hanley:

Thirty years or so ago, after a tough redis-
tricting, Jim ended up with a Congressional
seat that ran from Oswego County to the
Pennsylvania border. It was so politically
lopsided, even the cows were enrolled Repub-
licans.

The campaign was brutal—16 to 20 hours a
day.

gn one particular day, we started off about
6:00 a.m. at the gates of Crouse Hinds, shak-
ing hands with both the graveyard shift com-
ing off duty and the first shift going on.

During the course of the morning, Jim did
a radio talk show in Syracuse, then went to
a neighborhood coffee klatch in Cazenovia,
spoke at a service club luncheon in Norwich,
and met with a farm group outside Deposit.
We then drove back up to Oxford for a Din-
ner, and about 10:00 headed back toward Syr-
acuse—because we had to be at another plant
gate at 6:15 in the morning.

Somewhere outside of Sherburne, | found
myself nodding behind the wheel. Since
there were just the two of us, and Jim was
almost asleep already, | said “I’'ve got to
stop for coffee or we’ll end up in a ditch, and
some farmer will find us after the last snow
in March.”

As we sat at a semi-circular counter—I
with my eyes at half-mast, and Jim with his
jaw only an inch or so off the counter—I
caught a glint of recognition in the eye of a
truck driver across from us. He sat there
stirring his coffee and stared at Jim’s be-
draggled appearance. Finally he said, “There
must be some benefit to that business that |
JUST CAN’'T SEE.”

The mysterious benefit that he couldn’t
see was the very benefit that I knew drove
Jim Hanley. It was the opportunity to serve
others: the ability to stand up for the little
guy.

Jim, who was a bread-and-butter liberal of
the old school, saw a unique beauty in the
people who were up against the odds: the im-
poverished veteran; the kid from the ghetto
who had two strikes against him before he
was seven; the widow trying to survive on
Social Security; the abused family; the
breadwinner broken by unemployment; the
farmer driven to the wall by corporate agri-
business.

He knew that the comfortable and the con-
nected would always be able to fend for
themselves. But what about those who were
merely guests in the world of the ‘“haves?”
They needed an empathetic voice.

Jim was a simple man with a knack for un-
raveling the complicated; he was a patient
man who was never very patient when it
came to the plight of the have-nots; he was
a patriotic man who wore his patriotism in
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his heart, not on his sleeve; he was a deeply
moral man who disdained the outward
trappings of feigned piety; he was the eternal
optimist in an increasingly foreboding world.

He also believed that government was the
instrument of the people, not its enemy, and
that some of the worst errors a society could
produce were sins of omission rather than
sins of commission.

One might be inclined to think that today
marks the end of an era—but that only hap-
pens when we bury both the body and the
spirit—and we certainly aren’t doing that
today. There are today literally hundreds of
young and middle-aged people who have been
inspired by Jim’s love of the little guy.

This legacy will never die.

And speaking of love and legacies, a sub-
ject that was nearest and dearest to Jim was
his family. He spoke often, fondly and al-
most reverentially, of his mother and father,
Mike and Alice Gillick Hanley; and, of
course, he idolized Rita, Peter, Chris, and
Jimmy, Jim, Patrick, Liza and Meg. It's
often said that God never takes someone
home, but what he sends a new light in his
place. And so today, as Jim ascends that glo-
rious staircase, we welcome his and Rita’s
newest heir, on month old Dylan Michael.

A part of Jim’s other family is also present
this morning—the team who worked side by
side with him on behalf of the folks in Cen-
tral New York. Tom DeYulia, Kate Ryan,
Mike Kinsella, Bob Warne, Jim Ryan and
several others. | know the thoughts | express
are shared by each of them as well.

I would be remiss at this point, and I know
Jim would be upset with me, if I didn’t shift
gears and include at least one humorous
anecdote in my remarks.

As many of you realize, Jim was known af-
fectionately on Capitol Hill as “Gentleman
Jim.” His civilized approach to everyone he
net ran to the heart of his beliefs—the dig-
nity of the individual.

Sometimes that philosophy took on com-
ical overtones.

Jim knew that one of the highest forms of
respect was remembering another’s first
name. He had a legendary reputation for
that.

What many people didn’t realize was that
Jim had a slight impairment in one ear and
so sometimes his hearing was skewed.

He remembered what he heard, but he
didn’t always hear names correctly.

One day at the Capitol, | was approached
by an old friend, Dick Conlon, who was the
staff director on one of the committees. He
said, ““John | have a favor to ask. Jim is al-
ways very gracious to me. He goes out of his
way to stop and chat. But he invariably calls
me Bill—and it’s embarrassing—especially if
someone else is present.”” | said I'd take care
of it, and proceeded to explain the situation
to Jim. Jim said, ‘I always thought his
name was Bill.”” | repeated that it was Dick.

A week or so later Conlon stopped me
again, and with a shrug of disappointment
said, “Thanks a lot. Hanley came up to a
group of us yesterday, smiled and stuck out
his hand to me, paused for a second or two
and, then said ‘Hi, uh, Tom. Keep up the
good work.””’

At this point, | think its time for me to de-
part gracefully. I have been blessed with the
friendship and trust of one of God’s truly
fine men.

Jim, thanks for the chance to share in a
beautiful life.

1’

In your own words, ““‘Till then . . .
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A LIFE OF SERVICE AND COURAGE

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a young man from my district
who exemplified great courage while serving
his country. Private First Class Ervin Dervishi
was fatally wounded two weeks ago in Iraq
when his unit was attacked by grenade fire.

Private Dervishi displayed his extraordinary
commitment to fight for freedom and justice.
Freedom and justice are the building blocks of
democracy, and these values are the heart-
beat of all immigrants, like Private Dervishi,
who fight for our country every day.

Born in Albania, Private Dervishi came to
America with his brother and his parents in
search of a better life for their family. He
quickly enrolled in his local high school and
became a heralded athlete on the soccer field.
Not merely settling for citizenship alone, Pri-
vate Dervishi wanted to contribute to society.
That's why he began participating in a two-
year volunteer program called Young Explor-
ers with the Waxahachie Police Department.
At his memorial service, Private Dervishi's ad-
viser for Young Explorers, Police Chief Nathan
Bickerstaff, praised this young man for his en-
thusiastic nature and fascination with law en-
forcement. Police Chief Bickerstaff smiled as
he recalled Private Dervishi telling him that
someday he would become a police officer.

Private Dervishi moved to Fort Worth and
joined the Army’s 4th Infantry Division in Fort
Hood, Texas, after graduating from Western
Hills High School. After deployment to Iraq,
Private Dervishi showed exemplary combat
skills and was present at the capture of Sad-
dam Hussein. He was laid to rest with military
honors, and Brig. Gen. Robert Crear pre-
sented the family with two distinctive post-
humous decorations—the Purple Heart and
Bronze Star—for their son’s service. High-
ranking officials of the Albanian government,
including President Alfred Moisiu, have also
recognized Private Dervishi's mark in the
world by conferring the Golden Eagle Medal-
lion on Private Dervishi. This award is rarely
given, but it marks Private Dervishi as a mar-
tyr for freedom and peace for two countries.

Private Dervishi is remembered by his fam-
ily and peers as a true friend who was de-
voted to family and country and dedicated to
the causes of justice, freedom, and peace.

Private Dervishi understood more about
freedom in his short life than many will in an
entire lifetime. He lived an extraordinary life,
rich with love, laughter, and pride. As a Mem-
ber of Congress, | rise today to acknowledge
Private Dervishi and his family for their sac-
rifice and service to the cause of freedom and
the war against terror.

In his eulogy, Police Chief Bickerstaff vowed
to carry a photo of Private Dervishi as a re-
minder of his ultimate sacrifice, saying “he will
always be a hero in my eyes.”

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the
Dervishi family. May you be strengthened and
comforted in this devastating time.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JACK T.
GENTRY

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2004

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man who has distinguished himself in
southwest Missouri by his commitment to im-
proving our manufacturing sector and expand-
ing our markets abroad. Jack T. Gentry of
Springfield, MO, is a builder, creator, inno-
vator, and motivator. He has worked aggres-
sively to give manufacturers a voice in their
community and government. Ten years ago,
he was the driving force in creating the
Springfield Area Manufacturers Association
(SAMA), the region’s first manufacturer’'s asso-
ciation, and then served as its president. In
September 2002, SAMA broadened its focus
to include 40 manufacturers throughout south-
west Missouri, and the name was changed to
the Southwest Area Manufacturers Associa-
tion. Today the organization represents more
than 60 manufacturing companies.

The association’s mission and Jack Gentry’s
aim is to represent the economic, political,
educational, and social interests of southwest
Missouri area manufacturers and their employ-
ees, while promoting the betterment of the
local economy and the environment, as well
as the well being of the manufacturing industry
in southwest Missouri.

Jack Gentry has always been ahead of
manufacturing trends and issues. More than a
decade ago, Jack and the Manufacturing As-
sociation began taking action on issues that
are center stage in manufacturing today. With
his leadership, the Association developed
awareness programs about how to find, cre-
ate, and train a literate labor force. The asso-
ciation contributed $37,000 to public schools
for technology and provided career awareness
opportunities for high school students by
hosting plant tours, internships, and school-to-
work initiatives. In 1993, Positronic Industries,
Jack’s company and a founding SAMA mem-
ber, began working with the U.S. Department
of Labor and Ozarks Technical Community
College to develop company-paid apprentice-
ships in order to meet the need for a skilled
workforce. To date, 128 employees have com-
pleted their training in nine areas and received
Department of Labor certification.

The association also initiated discussion
about the impact of taxes, workers’ compensa-
tion, and health care costs on the manufac-
turing sector with government leaders. It was
the first time in southwest Missouri that manu-
facturers spoke with a unified voice about their
concerns.

Positronic Industries, founded by Jack in
1966, embodies his manufacturing philos-
ophy—work smart, expand markets, keep
ahead of trends, and deliver a reliable, de-
pendable product. The bedrock of that philos-
ophy is a workforce of skilled employees.
Positronic employs 800 individuals worldwide
manufacturing high performance, high reli-
ability electronic connectors in ten facilities lo-
cated throughout southwest Missouri, Puerto
Rico, France, and Singapore.

In the face of adversity, Jack has dem-
onstrated repeatedly both his commitment to
his employees and his refusal to quit. When
the Positonic plant in Rogersville, MO, was
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