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so that our nation could honor and formally 
pay its respects to the late former President 
Ronald Reagan. 

While federal employees across the nation 
were granted a one-day paid ‘‘holiday’’ for 
this purpose, non-salaried Guest Services 
employees in the Longworth, Rayburn, and 
Cannon House Office Buildings were sum-
marily barred from reporting to work, and 
GSI announced they would not be paid for 
this previously scheduled day of employ-
ment. Instead, GSI employees were told that 
they would be required to utilize an accrued 
vacation or sick day. 

What GSI has done is to compel its em-
ployees to effectively pay GSI one day of 
wages for the National Day of Mourning. 
This is extraordinary. As a government con-
tractor, GSI must have been aware of the 
possibility that Congress or the President 
could designate a one-day National Holiday 
shutting down the federal government at any 
time. But while the rest of the nation set 
aside June 11th to honor and pay solemn 
tribute to former President Reagan, GSI ap-
pears to have used the National Day of 
Mourning as a unique opportunity to extract 
compensation from its workforce in retalia-
tion for a cost inherent in GSI’s relationship 
with the government. 

We do not believe this was appropriate or 
within the spirit of this historically impor-
tant day. We request that you both pay your 
workers for the day of June 11th and return 
any vacation or sick leave utilized by em-
ployees in response to your policy. Your em-
ployees should be commended—not pun-
ished—for their hard work and dedication in 
service to the federal government and our 
nation. 

We look forward to your prompt response 
to this request. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us with any questions. 

Sincerely 
Dennis J. Kucinich; Max Sandlin; Gary L. 

Ackerman; Jim Cooper; Ellen O. Tauscher, 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones; Jim McDermott; 
Karen McCarthy; José E. Serrano; Gregory 
W. Meeks; Brad Sherman; Barbara Lee; Ber-
nard Sanders; Sam Farr; Albert Russell 
Wynn; Lois Capps; Betty McCollum; George 
Miller; William D. Delahunt; Diane E. Wat-
son; Patrick J. Kennedy; Tammy Baldwin; 
Mark Udall; Neil Abercrombie; Sheila Jack-
son-Lee; Jay Inslee; Fortney Pete Stark; 
Major R. Owens; Sherrod Brown; Brian 
Baird; Michael E. Capuano; Jerrold Nadler; 
Tom Udall; Rosa L. DeLauro; Raul M. 
Grijalva; Eddie Bernice Johnson; Michael M. 
Honda; and Chris Van Hollen. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. DEREK WINANS 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is with sorrow 
that I rise to inform my colleagues of the sud-
den passing of Derek T. Winans. Mr. Winans, 
a direct descendent of William Wheeler, a 
founder of Newark with Robert Treat in 1666, 
lived in my hometown of Newark for over 40 
years. He was known for his deep commit-
ment to civil rights and was a major figure in 
organizing and winning support for anti-pov-
erty, alternative education, and community de-
velopment programs. 

He was a graduate of St. Paul’s in Concord, 
NH, and of Harvard College. His senior thesis 
at Harvard received a magna cum laude. His 
own success in education inspired him to de-
vote himself to providing similar opportunities 

for the youth in our community. Derek founded 
the Newark Day Care Council/Springfield Ave-
nue Community School, the Ironbound Com-
munity Corporation/Ironbound Children’s Cen-
ter, and the Community Mobilization Center. 
He was co-founder of the Newark Community 
Project for People with AIDS, served as sec-
retary of the Newark Coordinating Council, 
was active with the Newark Community Union 
Project, and acted as a spokesperson and 
planner for many civil rights and community- 
based organizations in Newark. He worked as 
deputy director for the International Youth Or-
ganization (IYO), planning director of the 
United Community Corporation, and was the 
staff person for Councilman Donald Tucker 
during his founding of the NJ Black Issues 
Convention. 

Derek was not only involved locally but he 
also made an impact nationally. He was very 
active with Congressman BARNEY FRANK of 
Massachusetts, a Harvard classmate, on the 
enactment of the Ryan White Legislation in 
the early 90’s, which significantly increased 
funding for education and treatment of HIV 
and AIDS. Earlier this year the House of Rep-
resentatives approved a proposal written by 
Derek: The New Jersey Underground Railroad 
Cultural Heritage Project, for which IYO is 
serving as the lead agency. It was my privi-
lege to work with Derek not only on these two 
projects but many others mentioned earlier. 

Derek loved public policy, believed in the 
power of people to govern well, and pos-
sessed a long history of civic and political in-
volvement. He was an important figure in 
many New Jersey political campaigns, with 
State Assemblyman George Richardson, 
Mayor Ken Gibson, and the Newark City 
Council campaign of the late Jesse Allan. He 
was truly a great friend of mine. 

Derek was the son of the late Elizabeth 
Carrington and James Dusenberry Winans. He 
is survived by his stepmother, Polly Dudley 
Winans Beischer of Lakewood, NJ; a brother, 
Pete Torrey Winans of Amelia Island, FL; two 
stepbrothers; a stepsister; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in remem-
bering the life of this remarkable man, and I 
encourage my colleagues to join me in recall-
ing his lifelong commitment to service, integ-
rity, and compassion. I express my condo-
lences to his family and friends as they grieve 
his passing. 
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HONORING THE DEDICATED 
SERVICE OF PAUL RUMLER 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the tremendous contributions Paul 
Rumler has made to Tennessee’s Sixth Con-
gressional District. Paul has been an integral 
part of my Washington staff for the last few 
months, but he has moved on to greener pas-
tures. 

Paul was a versatile contributor in the office, 
lending a hand to constituent services and the 
development of legislation. His research on 
methamphetamine abuse played an important 
role in the development of H.R. 4636, the 
Methamphetamine Remediation Act. 

During his time here, he quickly won over 
the staff as well as Middle Tennesseans who 
were visiting our Nation’s Capitol. His easy-
going attitude and gentlemanly demeanor 
made him a wonderful addition to the office. 

Although my staff and I will miss his hard 
work and enthusiasm, we are happy for Paul 
as he embarks on his new journey. I wish him 
all the best. 
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WESTERN SHOSHONE CLAIMS 
DISTRIBUTION ACT 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I request that the 
following letters between the Committee on 
Resources and the Committee on Ways and 
Means regarding H.R. 884, the Western Sho-
shone Claims Distribution Act, be submitted 
for the record under General Leave. 

As you know, H.R. 884 passed the House 
under suspension of the rules on June 21, 
2004. I wish to include these letters between 
the two Committees concerning the legislation 
as part of the RECORD. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES, 
WASHINGTON, DC, JUNE 3, 2004. 

Hon. BILL THOMAS, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 

Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I request your help in 
expediting consideration of H.R. 884, the 
Western Shoshone Claims Distribution Act, 
authored by Congressman Jim Gibbons. The 
bill authorizes the distribution of a mone-
tary judgment awarded to the members of 
the Western Shoshone tribe in 1979 based on 
land claims against the United States and 
mismanagement of their tribal accounts by 
the federal government. The funds have been 
appropriated and have been accruing interest 
for over 20 years. Under current law, legisla-
tion is required before the tribal members 
can receive their awards and to establish an 
education trust fund for the tribe. The Com-
mittee on Resources favorably reported the 
bill on October 7, 2003. 

H.R. 884 is the House companion measure 
to S. 618, which was passed by the Senate by 
unanimous consent on October 17, 2003. The 
Joint Tax Committee has determined that 
Section 3(c)(3) of the Senate bill contains 
revenue provisions and would be subject to a 
blueslip by your Committee. To avoid this 
Constitutional problem and to facilitate pas-
sage in the Senate, I wish to amend H.R. 884 
with the text of S. 618 as passed by the Sen-
ate and have this considered by the House of 
Representatives under suspension of the 
rules next week. 

I recognize the Committee on Ways and 
Means’ jurisdictional interest in Section 
3(c)(3) of the proposed amendment but ask 
that you allow H.R. 884 to go forward. I agree 
that by allowing the revised bill to be sched-
uled, the Ways and Means Committee does 
not relinquish any jurisdiction over H.R. 884 
or similar legislation. I would also support 
your request to be represented on a con-
ference on H.R 884, if one should become nec-
essary. Finally, I will include my letter and 
your response in the Congressional Record 
during Floor consideration of the measure. 

The Western Shoshone have waited for 
over 25 years to receive their just awards, 
and Congressman Gibbons has been a tireless 
advocate on their behalf. We both appreciate 
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your cooperation on this measure and the 
able assistance of David Kavanaugh of your 
staff. 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD W. POMBO, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 17, 2004. 
Hon. RICHARD W. POMBO, 
Chairman, Committee on Resources, Longworth 

House Office Building, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN POMBO: Thank you for 

your letter dated June 3, 2004, regarding H.R. 
884, the ‘‘Western Shoshone Claims Distribu-
tion Act.’’ As you have noted, the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means has jurisdiction 
over Section 3(c)(3) of S. 618, the Senate com-
panion bill to H.R. 884. I appreciate your 
agreement to amend the text of H.R. 884 and 
include the language passed by the Senate, 
thus avoiding any potential Constitutional 
problems. Further, I appreciate your rec-
ognition that this agreement does not preju-
dice the jurisdictional interests and preroga-
tives of the Committee on Ways and Means 
on this provision or any other similar legis-
lation, and it should not be considered as 
precedent for consideration of matters of ju-
risdictional interest to the Committee in the 
future. 

Thank you for your assistance and co-
operation with this issue. We look forward to 
working with you in the future. 

Best regards, 
BILL THOMAS, 

Chairman. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
AMELIA, OHIO NATIVE ARMY 
SERGEANT CHARLES A. KISER, 
WHO DIED IN IRAQ 

HON. ROB PORTMAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the memory of Army Sergeant Charles A. 
Kiser, a brave soldier, who died Thursday, 
June 24, 2004, in an explosion near Mosel, 
Iraq. Sergeant Kiser is a native of Clermont 
County, OH, an area I represent. 

Sgt. Kiser grew up in Amelia, OH, attended 
St. Bernadette School, and began competing 
in track in the third grade. He graduated from 
McNicholas High School in 1985, where he 
was a champion sprinter and later a member 
of the University of Cincinnati’s track team. It 
is said that he was one of the most talented 
sprinters ever at U.C. Several of Sgt. Kiser’s 
records still stand at U.C., including the 300 
yard dash indoors and the 300 meters. 

After a year at the University of Cincinnati, 
he left to join the Navy. He spent 7 years in 
active duty, mostly in Italy, where he met his 
wife, Debbie, who was also in the Navy. Sgt. 
Kiser followed that with 7 years in the Naval 
Reserve. 

They settled in Wisconsin, and had two chil-
dren, Alicia and Mark. Two years ago, Sgt. 
Kiser joined the Army Reserve and trained at 
Ft. McCoy, Wisconsin. He left for Iraq in late 
2003 with the 330th Military Police Detach-
ment, based in Sheboygan. 

Close to his family, Sgt. Kiser grew up with 
six women: his mother and five sisters, all of 
whom still live in the Clermont County area. 
Last night, there was a community-wide cele-

bration of Sgt. Kiser’s life at the Clermont 
County Courthouse in Batavia. 

All of us in the Cincinnati area are grateful 
for Sgt. Kiser’s service to our country, and ex-
press our deepest sympathy to his family and 
many friends. 
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THOMAS F. FARLEY RETIRES AS 
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION’S NORTHERN 
VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the contributions of Tom Farley to 
transportation efforts in northern Virginia. For 
the past 11 years, Tom has served as district 
administrator for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation’s (VDOT) northern Virginia dis-
trict which is the most populated and con-
gested area of the Commonwealth. 

District administrator for northern Virginia is 
a difficult job which often bears the brunt of 
public scrutiny. He is often on the front line 
when someone has a complaint about roads, 
snow, or potholes. Nevertheless, Tom has ex-
celled because he is adept at bringing people 
together to find transportation solutions. 

In the course of his career, Tom has worked 
with hundreds of citizens, homeowners, com-
munity groups, and elected officials. Tom has 
personally been a friend to me and helped 
with many projects that have benefitted the 
l0th District. He has also been involved in al-
most every major transportation issue in north-
ern Virginia in the past 11 years including the 
Springfield Interchange, the new Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge, Route 50 traffic calming, the 
Fairfax County Parkway, and the Capital Belt-
way Safety Study. 

I want to thank Tom for his contributions to 
northern Virginia and wish him the best as he 
retires from VDOT knowing that he has been 
a true public servant to the people of Virginia. 
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TRIBUTE TO COUNCIL MEMBER- 
AT-LARGE, DONALD K. TUCKER 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a distinguished public servant from my 
district. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to 
recognize Councilman Donald Tucker for his 
30 years of service to the City of Newark. This 
is a major accomplishment, and its celebration 
is a well deserved honor for Councilman Tuck-
er. Having served on the City Council and 
Southward Democratic Committee with Coun-
cilman Tucker, I can attest to his dedication to 
our community and would like to share a few 
of his many passions, projects, and accom-
plishments with you today. 

Since 1974, Councilman Tucker has de-
voted his time and energy to the pursuit of en-
hancing the quality of life for the residents of 
Newark. As the senior member of the City 
Council, he has the historical perspective that 

makes him a nationally prominent municipal 
leader. In addition to serving as the President 
of the National Black Caucus of Local Elected 
Officials (NBCLEO) for four years, he was on 
the Executive Board of the National League of 
Cities. He has been pro-active in his efforts to 
assist in making Newark a ‘‘Model City.’’ 
Councilman Tucker is founder and State 
Chairman of the renowned Black Issues Con-
vention (NJBIC). Under his leadership, NJBIC 
is the longest serving State Black Issues Con-
vention in the country. He is the main opera-
tive of the annual ‘‘Newark Day’’ observance 
in Atlantic City during the State League of Mu-
nicipalities Convention. 

In addition to his duties as a Councilman, 
Donald Tucker finds time to serve the commu-
nity in other ways. He serves on several advi-
sory boards and has received numerous 
awards and citations for his dedicated service. 
Always an advocate for children and senior 
citizens, Councilman Tucker is the founder of 
The Centre, Inc., a community services multi-
purpose center that serves these individuals. 

I salute Councilman Tucker for his dedica-
tion to our community and I am proud to have 
him in my district. Mr. Speaker, please join me 
in extending my thanks to Councilman Tucker, 
and I invite my colleagues to join me in send-
ing our sincere congratulations and best wish-
es as he celebrates 30 years of service to 
Newark’s deserving citizens. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO FRANCIS S. 
CURREY FOR HIS HEROIC SERVICE 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 6, 2004 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor Francis S. Currey for his 
heroic service during the Second World War. 
I am very pleased to submit this tribute to Ser-
geant Currey, as the Town of Fallsburg in Sul-
livan County, New York prepares to celebrate 
‘‘Francis Currey Day,’’ designated for July 10, 
2004. The day of festivities will pay homage to 
the outstanding and invaluable service that 
Sergeant Currey provided to our nation during 
World War II, which earned him the Medal of 
Honor. Mr. Currey is the only living native of 
Sullivan County to have received this distin-
guished award. 

The details of Sergeant Currey’s coura-
geous actions are chronicled in a citation 
dated July 27, 1945 and signed by President 
Harry S. Truman. At the time of the events de-
picted in the citation, Francis Currey was nine-
teen years of age. It reads as follows: 

‘‘Sergeant Francis S. Currey, U.S. Army, 
Company K, 3rd Battalion, 120th Infantry, 30th 
Infantry Division. He was an automatic rifle-
man with the 3rd Platoon defending a strong 
point near Malmedy, Belgium, on 21 Decem-
ber 1944, when the enemy launched a power-
ful attack. Overrunning tank destroyers and 
antitank guns located near the strong point, 
German tanks advanced to the 3rd Platoon’s 
position and, after prolonged fighting, forced 
the withdrawal of this group to a nearby fac-
tory. Sergeant Currey found a bazooka in the 
building and crossed the street to secure rock-
ets meanwhile enduring intense fire from 
enemy tanks and hostile infantrymen who had 
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