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HONORING 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF
PASSAGE OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACT
OF 1964

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution.

First, | would like to thank the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia, Ms. NORTON, for
introducing House Resolution 676, which rec-
ognizes and honors the 40th anniversary of
congressional passage of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and for her work in getting this bill on
the House floor today.

H. Res. 676 recognizes the advancements
we have made in the 40 years since the Civil
Rights Act was passed, and reaffirms the work
we need to do, not only to retain what
progress has been made, but also to continue
to move toward greater social existence and
inclusion.

But | want to take a step back for a moment
and trace some of the history that led up to
the passage of the Civil Rights Act.

Many of us can remember what it was like
in America back in the tumultuous era of the
1960’s. It was a time of social unrest marked
by riots and protests across the country.

Growing up in this era, we were all galva-
nized by the passion and commitment of our
civil rights leaders who worked to end Amer-
ica’s immoral practice of discrimination.

The 1960’s and the decades preceding
were marked by unprecedented resistance to
racial segregation and discrimination captured
by the ‘freedom rides’ throughout the south,
the Lunch counter sit-ins, forced school inte-
gration in segregated schools, Supreme Court
cases challenging Jim Crow practices and the
individual stances that our parents took at
their jobs and in their neighborhoods.

Here in Washington, A. Phillip Randolph
and Bayard Rustin, along with a young activist
from Georgia by the name of JOHN LEWIS, co-
ordinated and organized a non-violent march
on Washington on August 28, 1963 bringing
more than 200,000 people to the Nation’s
Capital to hear Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and
other speakers and to demand the dignity, jus-
tice, and jobs that were promised by the gov-
ernment, and to have their economic and polit-
ical concerns heard.

To be Black in America at the time meant
you had no voice in the government, could not
attend good schools, could not get good jobs,
and in short, could not live a free life.

For over 100 years after slavery was abol-
ished, Blacks and other minority groups were
relegated to second class citizenship.

And because of all these facts, the March
on Washington was nothing short of revolu-
tionary in the precedent it set as the culmina-
tion of a national social movement.

But the real test of the movement was
whether it could accomplish change.

As Bayard Rustin wrote of the March in his
magazine, Liberation in 1963:

“What counted most at the Lincoln Memo-
rial was not the speeches, eloquent as they
were, but the pledge of a quarter million
Americans, black and white, to carry the
civil rights revolution into the streets. Our
task is now to fulfill this pledge through
nonviolent uprisings in hundreds of cities.”
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It was on February 10, 1964 that Congress
finally passed an unprecedented and highly
contentious bill to support and protect the civil
liberties and rights of all people.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 in many ways
turned a new page on the history of our na-
tion, and all people, regardless of race, class
or gender, were acknowledged as equal citi-
zens of our nation.

Signed into law on July 2, 1964, the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 outlawed segregation in
businesses such as theaters, restaurants, and
hotels.

It banned discriminatory practices in em-
ployment and ended segregation in public
places such as swimming pools, libraries, and
other public facilities.

And while it is often misconceived that the
Civil Rights Act only affected the lives of Black
Americans in the 1960s, this landmark legisla-
tion also protected the rights of women for the
first time in history.

But as we all know, by itself the legislation
could not transform the hearts and minds of
those who truly believed in segregation. Only
time could truly do that.

Yet the injustices that Blacks and other mi-
norities faced with the tacit approval of the
government were finally over.

But today our March, our struggle, and our
cause are not over.

Today we are still attempting to understand
and counteract the ramifications of the phys-
ical and mental enslavement which our ances-
tors were subjected to.

Profound inequalities remain imbedded in
American society.

For example, black women are less likely to
have breast cancer, but are more likely to die
from this terrible disease because of the dis-
crepancies in our health care system.

And according to the AFL-CIO, the average
25-year-old working woman will lose more
than $523,000 due to unequal pay during her
working life.

Facts such as these indicate that our work
is far from complete.

Our Nation’s capital, the icon of our collec-
tive American legacy pays sparse tribute to
the African forefathers of this country and our
Civil Rights leaders.

Despite the fact that this country was built
on the backs of slaves, there are few com-
memorative statues or paintings that dem-
onstrate as much.

Perhaps most glaringly, there is still no na-
tional memorial dedicated to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. on our National Mall.

And in this day and age, it is even more im-
portant that we continue to fight for our civil
right and civil liberties, especially in light of the
Patriot Act.

The resolution we are discussing today not
only recognizes how far our country has come
along, but it also praises the sweat and blood
that was sacrificed to make sure that we got
here.

This commemorative resolution is a testa-
ment to the shift in this country toward the
spirit of inclusion and equality.

It also reminds us of how much we have left
to do.

Our great society is highly regarded around
the globe because of our laws, which ensure
the integrity of our constitution and perpetuate
the belief that all men and women are created
equal.

The legacies of those who marched, pro-
tested, and died for our cause capture the true
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sentiment of our nation. By passing this reso-
lution we continue to commemorate their
struggle, our struggle.

It is the ultimate sacrifice of individuals like
Dr. Martin Luther Ling Jr., from which we all
benefit.

We must honor their memory by continuing
to work to realize their vision.

And today we will honor their memory by
passing this resolution.

——

RECOGNIZING THE EIGHTIETH
BIRTHDAY OF GOVERNOR PHIL
HOFF

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, it is a very
great personal pleasure to extend best wishes
on his eightieth birthday to Governor Philip H.
Hoff of Vermont.

During my own years of service to Vermont,
| have found no finer example, no better coun-
selor, no more steadfast friend, than Phil Hoff,
the Governor of Vermont from 1962 to 1969.

Educated at Williams College and Cornell
University, Phil Hoff ran for Governor of
Vermont in 1962. His was an uphill battle: Al-
though Democrat William Meyer had been
elected to one term in the U.S. House in 1958,
no Democrat had won the governorship in the
state of Vermont since before the Civil War.
Vermont was steadfastly, resolutely, a one-
party state, even resisting national plebiscites
for Democratic candidates, standing alone with
Utah in voting for William Taft in the Woodrow
Wilson victory in 1912, alone with Maine in the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt landslide in 1936.

With energy, vision and a great personal
warmth that touched voters deeply, Phil Hoff
boldly took a simple message to Vermont’s
citizens: It was time for a change. And people
listened, and agreed. Phil Hoff was elected
Governor of Vermont in 1962 by defeating the
incumbent chief executive, F. Ray Keyser Jr.
His vigor was put in service of his dual linked
commitments, to social justice and to making
those changes that would bring it about. Dur-
ing the next six years, everything in Vermont
was changed, opened up, made more respon-
sive to the people, reshaped in the visionary
spirit of those exciting times of growth and re-
newed democracy. With Phil Hoff as governor,
it seemed anything was possible: Stale tradi-
tion, entrenched power, historical limitations,
all gave way to the bold vision and active in-
volvement of this remarkable human being.

While we have many differences, many dif-
ferent points of view, in our state, for many
years Vermont has been to people all over
America a beacon for what politics can be.
Here, ideological conservatism does not rule,
nor narrow self-interest, nor recriminations of
one group against another. Our political fig-
ures far more often than not speak out on the
side of justice and fairness. That is the legacy
of Phil Hoff, who not only governed our state
but left a legacy that ever afterwards politics
would be about inclusion and not exclusion,
about moving confidently into the future rather
than cowering in the shadow of the past.

Phil Hoff kept up an active life in the public
sector, serving in more recent years as a
Vermont State Senator, as a Trustee and
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President of Vermont Law School, as Chair-
person of Vermont Advisory Committee of
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. His greatest
honors have come not from institutions, cor-
porations, bureaucracies, but from the place
held for him in the hearts of his fellow citizens.
Deeply honored and revered by all in
Vermont, Phil Hoff remains accessible and
warm, a good neighbor, a good friend, a
model citizen, to thousands and thousands of
Vermonters.

On my own behalf and on behalf of the en-
tire state of Vermont, Let me conclude by
wishing Phil Hoff, our finest public citizen, our
model of what a human being can and should
be, a very, very happy eightieth birthday. Phil,
the nation, as well as Vermont, is proud of
you.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO STOP FORUM SHOPPING BY
NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce The Stop Forum Shopping Act of 2004.
The trend of forum shopping by Native Amer-
ican Tribes for the ideal venue to locate a ca-
sino has become quite troubling. Tribes with
no connection to lands, sometimes hundreds
of miles from their home area, are seeking to
place these lands into trust solely for gaming
purposes. Today, | urge my colleagues to join
me in curbing this trend by amending the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA) to define
ambiguous language and clearly reflect the in-
tent of the law.

Recent events in my home state of Lou-
isiana best illustrate the need for these defini-
tions. A Tribe that has been federally recog-
nized since 1995 has only recently sought to
obtain their “initial reservation” on lands over
one hundred miles from their historical lands.
They have also secured distant land for a ca-
sino that would have a negative economic im-
pact on the five non-tribal, tax-paying casinos
that operate less than 50 miles away. While
the IGRA permits tribes to take such distant
land into trust for gaming under very limited
circumstances, the law did not intend for tribes
to use such exceptions to shop for real estate.

The Stop Forum Shopping Act of 2004 will
prevent tribes from cherry picking land for a
casino by clarifying the meaning of initial res-
ervation and consultation. Essentially, this Act
will heighten the level of scrutiny given to such
action and increase the required notice to im-
pacted parties. This Act will stay true to the in-
tent of the IGRA by limiting an initial reserva-
tion to a tribe’s service area, where more than
50 percent of the tribal members reside, or
where the tribe has historically resided. Fur-
thermore, this act will increase the require-
ments of the consultation process so that all
impacted parties are provided adequate notice
of any gaming proposals within 50 miles of
their area and an opportunity to participate in
the process.

| hope my colleagues will join me in recog-
nizing that venue shopping by Native Amer-
ican Tribes is an increasing problem that must
be addressed. Not only is it against the intent
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of the IGRA, it is unfair to the many tribes that
abide by the rules and work hard in remote lo-
cations to provide economic benefits to their
members. Allowing any tribe to circumvent the
intent of the IGRA and randomly select the
most economically advantageous lands should
not be an option.
—

CONGRATULATING THE INTERIM
GOVERNMENT OF IRAQ

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it is a bit
surreal for Congress to pass a Resolution con-
gratulating a peaceful Iragi transition on one of
the bloodiest days of the insurgency move-
ment. This Resolution seems more an exer-
cise in self deception. | am hopeful that in the
coming days, Congress and this administration
will focus instead on how to stem the violence
that continues to escalate, and to address the
deep questions about our policies and man-
agement.

Congressional oversight is needed to exam-
ine the long term costs and consequences,
and to determine what went wrong and how to
fix it. It is critical to improving the safety of our
soldiers and the people of Iraq who are strug-
gling to rebuild their country.

Until we can be honest with our soldiers, the
American public and the Iragi people | think it
is decidedly inappropriate to continue with res-
olutions of this nature.

———

A TRIBUTE TO KENNETH V.
TURVEY

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my friend, Kenneth V. Turvey, who
for the past fifty years has served as the Or-
ganist and Director of Music for my church,
the First United Methodist Church in Hunts-
ville, Alabama.

Ken was born in Dayton, Ohio and became
a church organist while still a freshman in
High School. While receiving both his Bach-
elor and Master of Music Degrees from the
Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, Ken served
as the Associate Organist-Choirmaster at Cin-
cinnati Christ Episcopal Church.

Ken went on to serve his country proudly as
a Chaplain’s Assistant in the United States
Army. While in the Army, he served seventeen
months in Korea and organized an Easter
Sunrise service of “Handel’s Hallelujah Cho-
rus” for Commanding General Maxwell Taylor.

On January 17, 1955, Ken began his work
at the First United Methodist Church as its Or-
ganist and Music Director, a position he has
held ever since. Through the decades, he has
been a constant and reassuring presence for
many of us in North Alabama. He is highly re-
spected and committed to helping others
throughout North Alabama.

On June 30, 2004, Ken is retiring from First
United Methodist Church. | am so privileged to
have heard this talented man in person. It will
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be strange not seeing him at the organ lead-
ing the church choir but all of us in North Ala-
bama are fortunate to have known Ken and
have him as a member of our community. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Ken
Turvey on his wonderful service to First United
Methodist Church and wish him the very best
for a well-deserved rest.

———

CONTRIBUTIONS OF DR. J. ROBERT
BEYSTER

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of Dr. J. Robert
Beyster, the founder of Science Applications
International Corporation (SAIC). Thirty-five
years ago, Bob Beyster and a small group of
scientists founded SAIC in my home town of
San Diego. During this 35th anniversary, |
would like to recognize Bob for his accom-
plishments in creating and leading a company
dedicated to helping the United States govern-
ment protect and serve its people.

Today, SAIC is one of the nation’s top fed-
eral prime contractors. One unique aspect of
this corporation is the fact that it is truly “em-
ployee-owned.” Dr. Beyster believed strongly
that “those who helped him build the company
should own the company.” Most of the 40,000
plus employees currently own SAIC stock.

SAIC has always worked with the U.S. Gov-
ernment, and has played a key role in our na-
tional security by providing systems engineer-
ing and integration support for our Armed
Forces and allied powers. In addition, SAIC
serves 12 of 13 Cabinet-level U.S. civilian
agencies and has supported all 22 agencies of
the newly created Department of Homeland
Security.

In the aftermath of September 11, it pro-
vided wide-ranging support in New York City
and Washington, D.C., and for military and
government agencies. Today, SAIC support
helps safeguard the nation’s critical infrastruc-
ture and the information assets of government
agencies. Its systems and networks are used
to thwart crime and terrorism, and its tech-
nologies are used to examine vehicles and
containers at ports and borders without imped-
ing the flow of commerce.

SAIC designed and developed the Com-
posite Health Care System for U.S. military
hospitals, worldwide. Now, the company’s
Frederick subsidiary manages the National
Cancer Institute’s leading center for cancer
and AIDS research.

Telcordia Technologies, an SAIC subsidiary,
is the leading provider of telecommunications
network software and new wireless solutions
for military and criminal justice initiatives.

Decades of service to energy, the environ-
ment and our space programs have improved
cost efficiencies, reduced risk and produced
measurable results. Agencies have selected
SAIC to help them modernize and manage
huge volumes of data and to develop internet-
based systems praised for setting new stand-
ards for e-government.

Dr. Beyster's contributions to the nation as
a leader in applying science, technology and
innovation to meet national needs stand as a
tribute to the American entrepreneur and truly
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