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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 22, 2004

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4613) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005,
and for other purposes.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in op-
position to this bill. National defense is impor-
tant to all of us. This bill, however, will neither
ensure our defense nor promote the general
welfare, two of the central obligations of this
government.

It is truly mind-boggling, Mr. Chairman, that
with just one short hour of debate, this House
will pass a bill to spend $392 billion for the
Pentagon’s regular budget in FY 2005.

Amazingly, that sum does not include, $25
billion for the ongoing operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan, but we all know that the Adminis-
tration will be back for more, much more. They
are misleading the American public about the
price tag of the unnecessary war in Iraq.

Mr. Chairman, the $392 billion this bill ex-
pends is a 7 percent increase over last year's
bloated defense budget and comes at a time
when federal deficit and large tax cuts have
left us with scarce resources. | have to ask:
will our education, health care and housing
budget receive a 7 percent increase? The an-
swer is NO.

This is an absurd and tragic case of mis-
placed priorities. And our entire country pays
the price. It simply makes no sense to spend
our nation’s scarce resources on Cold War era
weapons systems. It makes no sense to
spend another $9 billion on missile defense, a
17—percent increase over last year. This rep-
resents another heavy installment on what
may be a bottomless pit of spending.

This spending comes at real costs. To put
this in perspective, last year, according to the
National Priorities Project, the people of Cali-
fornia paid $859 million in tax dollars that were
spent on missile defense.

That money could have paid to allow an-
other 106,000 children to enroll in Head Start.
It could have extended healthcare coverage to
nearly half a million children. It could have cre-
ated over 12,000 new units of affordable hous-
ing. Or it could have hired nearly 15,000 ele-
mentary school teachers. And this year we are
spending 17 percent more. That's a misplaced
priority. And it is not the ticket to national se-
curity.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
MAJOR GENERAL WILLIAM G.
BOWDON ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Major General William G. Bowdon for thirty-
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four years of outstanding and dedicated serv-
ice to the United States Marine Corps and his
country. Major General Bowdon will retire from
the Marine Corps on July 1.

Graduating from Louisiana State University
in 1970, General Bowdon entered the Marine
Corps in August and reported to Pensacola,
Florida, for flight training. He received his
wings at the Naval Air Station in Kingsville,
Texas, in February 1972, and reported for
flight duty at El Toro, California.

General Bowdon completed F-4 Combat
Qualification Training in Yuma, Arizona, in De-
cember of 1972. In January 1973 General
Bowdon departed for his first Fleet Marine
force tour and, following this assignment,
served his country as a flight instructor.

In January 1977, General Bowdon received
his first overseas assignment in Iwakuni,
Japan. He returned to the U.S. the following
year to attend Amphibious Warfare School at
MCB Quantico, VA.

In August 1982, General Bowdon attended
the Marine Corps Command and Staff College
in Quantico, VA. After graduation he reported
to Marine Training Support Group at the Cecil
Field, Florida, Naval Air Station as the Execu-
tive Officer.

Major General Bowdon assumed command
of VMFA-333 in July 1988 and deployed the
“Shamrocks” to the Western Pacific. After this
command, Major General Bowdon reported to
the National War College at Fort McNair for
the training that would prepare him for the
great responsibilities our nation was about to
entrust in him.

Following graduation then Lt. Col. Bowdon
was assigned to the Joint Staff, J-4 Direc-
torate, in the Pentagon in June of 1991. He
was promoted to Colonel in August of the fol-
lowing year. In June of 1994 General Bowdon
returned to the El Toro Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion and assumed command of Marine Aircraft
Group 11. He was promoted to Brigadier Gen-
eral on October 1, 1996, while assigned as
the Assistant Wing Commander of the 2nd Di-
vision Marine Aircraft Wing in Cherry Point,
North Carolina.

Major General Bowdon assumed the duties
as the Commanding General of the Marine
Corps Air Station at Cherry Point in April
1998. He served as the Deputy Commander
of the Marine Forces Reserve in New Orleans
for one year in 1999. After that he went on to
command a number of posts before assuming
command of our nation’s largest West Coast
Marine Corps base, Camp Pendleton, on June
24, 2002.

Mr. Speaker, | have the distinct honor and
privilege of representing California’s 49th Con-
gressional District, the home of the Marines of
the 1st Division based at Camp Pendleton.
For the past two years, | have also had the
honor of working with General Bowdon during
the one of the most significant times in the
history of the U.S. Marine Corps’ storied First
Division.

Last year the 1st Division Marines, along
with a U.S. Army Division and a British Divi-
sion, crushed a much larger Iraqgi force that
had been set-up to defend the brutal regime of
Saddam Hussein. The victory achieved by
America and its allies, thanks to outstanding
training, technology, bravery, and command,
was the quickest and most decisive defeat of
a modern military power in history.

The Marines of the First Division, who
spearheaded this victory, were ftrained at
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Camp Pendleton and many left their families
behind in the care of Camp Pendleton and
communities like Oceanside, Fallbrook, and
Vista while they were serving in Irag. As the
commanding officer of Camp Pendleton, Gen-
eral Bowdon played a crucial role in preparing
the Marines of the 1st Division for the great
victory they helped achieve in Iraq and for
successfully executing the largest troop rota-
tion in the history of the U.S. military.

One of General Bowdon’s finest qualities as
a commanding officer, however, is that he
cares about Marines and their families well be-
yond their training and their ability to perform
under fire on the battlefield. General Bowdon
and | have worked together on a number of
issues on Camp Pendleton including getting
better housing for Marine families, improving
recreational facilities for enlisted Marines,
strengthening relations between Camp Pen-
dleton and the neighboring city of Oceanside,
and seeking out improvements to the quality
of water on base. As commander of Camp
Pendleton, he was truly dedicated to both his
duty as a U.S. Marine and to his fellow Ma-
rines with whom he served.

General Bowdon has received awards in-
cluding the Legion of Merit, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Meritorious Service
Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal.

Major General Bowdon has had an exem-
plary career filled with distinction. It has been
a great pleasure to know and work with Gen-
eral Bowdon and an honor to offer this testa-
ment to his dedication, service and hard work
for America.

—————

REGARDING THE SECURITY OF
ISRAEL AND THE PRINCIPLES OF
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 23, 2004

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H. Con. Res. 460. The citi-
zens of the U.S. and Israel maintain a deeply
rooted friendship based upon common inter-
ests, a shared commitment to democracy, in-
dividual freedoms, and a rejection of extre-
mism and terrorism.

Since 1948, the State of Israel has com-
mitted itself to living in harmony and mutual
respect with its neighbors and to arriving at a
peaceful solution to the conflict with the Pal-
estinians. For most of the last four years, how-
ever, lIsraelis and Palestinians have found
themselves in a violent and crippling deteriora-
tion of relations. Thousands have died in hor-
rible violence that has torn through the hearts
of both the Israeli and Palestinian commu-
nities.

With President Sharon’s disengagement
plan, | hope we are at a renewed moment of
hope. | believe that the future security of Israel
depends upon bringing an end to terrorism,
bloodshed, and human suffering and to estab-
lishing a just, permanent peace with the Pal-
estinians. The principles endorsed by Presi-
dent Bush and Prime Minister Sharon are a
step towards peace.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that Prime Minister
Sharon’s disengagement plan represents an
important opportunity to break the deadlock in
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Israeli-Palestinian relations. | am further en-
couraged that the Palestinian Authority and
Egypt seem to agree, and are working to en-
sure security in post-disengagement Gaza.
For these reasons, | support the resolution
and urge my colleagues to do the same.

———

CONGRATULATING PROFESSOR
ROSALIE LEVINSON

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | congratulate one of
Northwest Indiana’s most caring and dedi-
cated citizens, Professor Rosalie Levinson.
Her career as a Professor at Valparaiso Uni-
versity has allowed her the opportunity to
touch the lives of numerous students, both in
and out of the classroom. In honor of her gra-
cious service to Valparaiso University, on May
1, 2004 she was named the first Phyllis and
Richard Duesenberg professor of law. Rosa-
lie’'s appointment was announced during a
gala at Chicago’s Field Museum celebrating
the 125th anniversary of Valparaiso Univer-
sity’s School of Law.

Rosalie Levinson has accomplished many
visionary goals throughout her career. She
earned her bachelor's and master’'s degrees at
Indiana University and her law degree from
Valparaiso University. Rosalie has been a law
professor at Valparaiso University since 1973.
She has argued several civil rights cases be-
fore the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals and is a
frequent lecturer on continuing legal edu-
cation, including the Federal Judicial Center
for Federal Judges and the Practice Law Insti-
tute programs. Rosalie has team taught with
the United States Supreme Court Justices
Antonin Scalia, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and
Clarence Thomas at the Valparaiso Univer-
sity’s study center in Cambridge, England.

Numerous articles written by Rosalie have
been published in national law journals. She
has co-authored with Professor Bodensteiner
a four volume treatise entitled “Civil Rights Li-
ability” and also a textbook entitled “Civil
Rights Legislation and Litigation.” Rosalie
served as chair of the Civil Rights Section of
the Association of American Law Schools and
as a board member on the Jewish Human Re-
lations Council of Northwest Indiana.

Although Rosalie has served on numerous
Law School and University Committees and
has donated time to the students at Valparaiso
University, she has never neglected to provide
support and love to her family. Rosalie and
her husband Don have two children and two
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Rosalie has given her time
and efforts selflessly to the students at
Valparaiso University throughout her years of
service. | respectfully ask that you and my
other distinguished colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Professor Rosalie Levinson for her
outstanding contributions. | am proud to com-
mend her for her lifetime of service and dedi-
cation.
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HONORING BILL McSWEEN
HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Bill McSween upon his retirement
after 26 years of service to our community.

After graduating from Brown University on a
hockey scholarship, Bill McSween served our
country in the United States Army. In 1978,
the same year he was inducted into the Michi-
gan Amateur Athletic Hall of Fame for his ex-
ceptional hockey career, Bill came to the
Redford Township Parks and Recreation De-
partment as Assistant Director. In 1992, Bill
was promoted to Director of Parks and Recre-
ation.

Over the past 26 years, Bill has left an un-
deniable mark upon our community. Citizen
participation in recreation programs throughout
the township has flourished under his direc-
tion. Bill successfully negotiated two projects
involving school lands being leased to the
township for one dollar, which fostered the
creation of new recreational programs for both
the township and the schools involved; and
successfully passed on his passion for sports
and recreation to our entire community.

Let there be no doubt: Bill McSween is a
paragon of public service.

His wife, Marge, and his children, Katie,
Kelly and Bill, should be rightly and extremely
proud of the undeniable mark he has left on
the life of our community; while, we all will
sorely miss and always benefit from his dedi-
cation and leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to Mr. Bill McSween, upon his retirement
as Director of Parks and Recreation for
Redford Township, for his fine service to our
community and our country.

CONCERNS ON THE STATE OF
IMMIGRATION

HON. MARION BERRY

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express
my concerns with the alarming state of immi-
gration in this country. As a member of the
Homeland Security Appropriations  Sub-
committee, | have heard numerous officials
testify to the porous state of both our northern
and southern borders. For example, the U.S.
Border Patrol has reported a jump in illegal
migration rates of 25% to 535,000. In Tucson,
Arizona alone, the Border Patrol averages
daily arrests of 2,000. Border Patrol agents
continue to be overworked and understaffed.
The U.S. continues to add millions of illegal
aliens to its population. We must start taking
a hard look at how to handle the influx of peo-
ple entering into the U.S. | believe that any
discussion of our immigration policy should
begin with the security of our borders. As we
continue to combat terrorism and heightened
terrorist threats, we must begin working to-
wards solutions to help our agents and secure
our borders.

As the tragic events of 9/11 demonstrated,
our immigration system needs a major and
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comprehensive review. Our borders are a se-
curity gap that must be addressed now. The
challenges we face with our immigration policy
are well known to Congress, the Department
of Homeland Security, and the Administration.
The time has come for us to act now on pre-
serving our security and liberty.
—

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF 2004
LEGRAND SMITH OUTSTANDING
TEACH AWARD WINNER SCOTT
GERMAN OF COLDWATER, MICHI-
GAN

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, edu-
cation is the key to our Nation’s future pros-
perity and security. The formidable responsi-
bility of molding and inspiring young minds to
the avenues of hope, opportunity and achieve-
ment partially rests in the hands of our teach-
ers. Today, | would like to recognize a teacher
from Coldwater, Michigan who significantly in-
fluenced and motivated exceptional students
in academics and leadership who were win-
ners of the LeGrand Smith Scholarship.

Scott German teaches Biology at Bronson
High School in Bronson, Michigan. He is cred-
ited with instilling in students an enthusiasm
for not only these subjects, but also for life. As
one of his students, Bobby Jo Ludwick said,
“Mr. German has taught me the importance of
good leadership and community service. The
self-confidence that I've gained from his sup-
port will play a role in my life everyday. He
has taught me that | can make a difference. |
thank him for making a difference for me.”
The respect and gratitude of his students
speaks well of Scott’s ability to challenge
young minds and encourage them to always
put forth their best effort.

Scott German’s extraordinary work as a
teacher has challenged and inspired countless
students to move beyond the teenage tend-
ency of superficial study and encourage them
to foster deeper thought and connections to
the real world. Arguably, no profession is more
important because of its daily influence upon
the future leaders of our community and our
country, and Scott’s impact on his students is
certainly worthy of recognition.

On behalf of the Congress of the United
States of America, | am proud to extend our
highest praise to Scott German. We thank him
for his continuing dedication to teaching and
his willingness and ability to challenge and in-
spire students to strive for success.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MR. LESTER R.
CURTISS AND MRS. MADLYN L.
CURTISS

HON. JOEL HEFLEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, with recent dedi-
cation of the WWII Memorial and the 60th an-
niversary of D-Day, all Americans were re-
minded of the courage and sacrifices made by
members of the Greatest Generation. In par-
ticular, we’ve gained a greater appreciation
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