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and a host of political and civic leaders have 
been privileged to speak to students in Kathy’s 
government classes. She was a true believer 
in exposing her students to firsthand experi-
ences in government. She encouraged student 
involvement and referred her students to my 
office for internships. 

I have never met a more experienced, com-
mitted or enthusiastic teacher. Kathy is a 
model for all educators to follow. I commend 
her on her 40 years of outstanding service. 
Kathy has left an indelible mark on her stu-
dents and the community of Fremont and her 
contributions will be long remembered and felt 
with utmost respect.
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CREATION OF THE FHA 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 70 
years ago this month, Congress approved the 
National Housing Act that created the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA) and President 
Roosevelt signed into law on June 28, 1934. 

The value of FHA can not be overstated. 
For decades it has insured mortgage loans to 
help over 33 million families own their own 
home. The FHA has continuously been a crit-
ical resource in helping make home ownership 
available and more affordable. In fact most re-
cent data shows, the nation’s homeownership 
rate soared to an all time high of 68.1 percent. 
I have long been a supporter of the FHA pro-
gram and believe that it is critical for unlocking 
the door to homeownership for so many Amer-
icans. 

Mr. Speaker, my Congressional district has 
the unique distinction of being home to the 
first FHA Insured Mortgage approved for a 
house in the United States. 

Let me take you back to the 1930’s. Our 
country was in the midst of the Great Depres-
sion. It is estimated that in 1933 there were 
1,000 foreclosures per week! In my home 
state of New Jersey homeownership rates 
were declining. In fact, between 1930 and 
1940 they fell 9 percent. A loaf of bread cost 
about nine cents and a dozen eggs went for 
27 cents. In Morris County, the average rental 
paid $55 a month for a large house. 

Mr. Speaker, It was during this economic cli-
mate that President Roosevelt signed the Na-
tional Housing Act into law with the intention 
of broadening home ownership, protecting 
lending institutions and stimulating the econ-
omy. 

James A. Moffett was appointed the first 
FHA Administrator and it is under his leader-
ship that on December 18, 1934, the Newkirk 
family received the first FHA Mortgage for the 
completion of construction of their house at 30 
Hopper Avenue in Pompton Plains, Morris 
County, New Jersey. 

Pompton Plains is located in the Eastern 
part of Morris County and is part of 
Pequannock Township. At that time, 
Pequannock was 7 square miles of land, had 
2,104 residents and was comprised mostly of 
farmland and apple orchards. Today 
Pequannock Township is home to approxi-
mately 14,000 residents. 

Mr. Newkirk purchased the land at 30 Hop-
per Avenue and built a home for his wife, son 

and himself. It is estimated that the land and 
house cost just under $10,000. The FHA loan, 
at $4,800 covered approximately 50 percent of 
the cost of the house. 

Since the house was built, it has changed 
hands three times and is now owned by 
Trevor and Catherine Smallwood who pur-
chased it on July 3, 2003 for $470,000. 

Today this house still stands at 30 Hopper 
Avenue. While 70 years have passed the 
house looks much the same, a structure rich 
in history, standing for the dream of home-
ownership, a dream that we continue to work 
to ensure every American can achieve 

Mr. Chairman, I ask you to join me in recog-
nizing and celebrating this truly historic house 
and all that it stands for.
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FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL 
PLANNING SAVED 100,000 LIVES 
IN CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
have already asked my colleagues today to 
recognize the bravery of firefighters who 
saved 40,000 homes in last year’s devastating 
wildfires. But I would now like to also pay trib-
ute to an unprecedented effort at planning and 
organization by federal, state and local offi-
cials that allowed the evacuation of 100,000 
people threatened by fire—without a single in-
jury or a major hitch! 

Many of the heroes of this planning effort 
were on the front lines fighting the Old Fire, 
which eventually burned 91,000 acres and de-
stroyed nearly 1,000 homes in October 2003. 
But their work to avoid a devastating loss of 
life began more 18 months earlier with the for-
mation of the Mountain Area Safety Task 
Force, known throughout the San Bernardino 
Mountains as the MAST. 

San Bernardino National Forest Supervisor 
Gene Zimmerman initiated the formation of the 
MAST to deal with an on-going crisis: the 
death of more than 5 million trees because of 
drought and attacks by pine bark beetles. The 
forest, which is largely in my 41st Congres-
sional District, is one of the most urbanized 
and heavily used in the nation, with nearly 
100,000 residents and visitors living amongst 
the trees. The chance for a devastating fire is 
overwhelming, and it will take many years and 
hundreds of millions of dollars to eliminate the 
danger. 

It became clear that the task of restoring the 
forest—and avoiding the loss of thousands of 
lives in a fire—would require the coordinated 
efforts of the Forest Service, the state Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire, San Bernardino 
County Fire Department, and dozens of local 
fire departments, community groups and busi-
nesses. Such a coordination effort had never 
been undertaken on such a comprehensive 
scale, and the organizational hurdles alone 
were daunting. 

But the mountain communities, while divided 
into dozens of small pockets by geography, 
are populated by people who look out for each 
other, and who are united in their devotion to 
the forest. Hundreds of residents turned out 
for every informational meeting, and officials 
from agencies at all levels made the coordina-
tion of effort their top priority. 

With the substantial help of the geographic 
information systems company ESRI, the 
MAST established elaborate plans on how to 
evacuate residents along the few main high-
ways that snake through the forest. Dozens of 
community meetings were held, and residents 
had access to an Internet Web site created 
free-of-charge by ESRI that provided even 
more detailed information. 

When the Old Fire struck in October 2003, 
our worst fears seemed about to be realized. 
The fire appeared to be unstoppable before it 
reached the stands of dead trees. Within a 
day, the order went out to evacuate, even as 
the firefighters made valiant stands to stop the 
fire along the evacuation routes. The success 
of the planning process was soon clear: No 
one was injured in the evacuation. Although 
six deaths were attributed to the fire, none of 
our residents were caught in their homes like 
those who suffered tragic deaths in San Diego 
County. 

Mr. Speaker, the MAST continues to meet 
and plan for the restoration of the forest and 
the upcoming fire season. While some 
progress has been made in reducing the num-
ber of dead trees, the fire danger remains 
high. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of this 
group, I am confident that we will be prepared 
to meet that danger. 

The members of the MAST—represented by 
Supervisor Zimmerman and San Bernardino 
National Forest Staff Director Doug 
Pumphrey—will be honored this Friday with a 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Honor Award. 
This award is without question highly de-
served, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating and thanking those who took 
part in this life-saving effort.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE GERIATRIC 
AND CHRONIC CARE MANAGE-
MENT ACT OF 2004

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Geriatric and Chronic 
Care Management Act, an important piece of 
legislation that would authorize Medicare cov-
erage of geriatric assessment and care man-
agement for eligible Medicare beneficiaries. 

Americans are living longer than ever, with 
the average life expectancy rising to 80 years-
old for women and 74 years-old for men. 
While this is a positive development, there are 
costs associated with the aging of America. As 
seniors live longer, they face greater risks of 
disease and disabilities, such as Alzheimer’s, 
diabetes, cancer, stroke and heart disease. 

Geriatricians are physicians who are unique-
ly trained to help care for the aging and elder-
ly. By promoting a comprehensive approach to 
health care, including wellness and preventive 
care, geriatricians can help seniors live longer 
and healthier lives. 

It is critical that our nation have a sufficient 
number of geriatricians to help manage the 
aging of the baby-boom generation. Unfortu-
nately, there are currently only 9,000 certified 
geriatricians, and that number is expected to 
decline dramatically in the coming years. Of 
the approximately 98,000 medical residency 
and fellowship positions supported by Medi-
care in 1998, only 324 were in geriatric medi-
cine and geriatric psychiatry. The Alliance for 
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Aging Research estimates that the U.S. will 
need approximately 36,000 geriatricians to 
counter the aging population. 

However, significant barriers exist that pre-
vent physicians from entering geriatrics. A 
MedPac survey found that Medicare’s low re-
imbursement rates serve as a major obstacle 
to recruiting new geriatricians. Due to their 
higher level of chronic disease and multiple 
prescriptions, seniors require additional care to 
ensure proper diagnosis and treatment. Medi-
care’s reimbursement rates do not factor the 
complex needs of elderly patients. Because 
geriatricians treat seniors exclusively, they are 
especially affected by Medicare’s low reim-
bursement rates. 

The legislation I am introducing today would 
remedy this problem, so that Medicare bene-
ficiaries can more effectively manage their 
chronic diseases. The Geriatric and Chronic 
Care Management Act would utilize the exist-
ing Medicare fee-for-service system to provide 
a new, limited assessment and care manage-
ment benefit to beneficiaries with multiple 
chronic conditions. I urge all of my colleagues 
to join me as cosponsors of this important leg-
islation.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and unable to cast several roll-
call votes. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 286, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
No. 287, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 288, ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall No. 289, and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall No. 290.
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REGARDING THE SECURITY OF 
ISRAEL AND THE PRINCIPLES OF 
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, as always, I remain 
steadfastly committed to the security of Israel, 
the safety of its citizens and its right to exist. 
I am unable to support this resolution, how-
ever, because I believe it will contribute to fur-
ther instability in the region. Further, it will not 
successfully resolve the underlying conflict. I 
strongly believe in Israel’s right to exist and I 
have been and remain committed to the two 
state solution set forth in the Roadmap for 
peace; as former Prime Minister Rabin said: 
You must make peace with your enemies, not 
your friends. One cannot impose peace 
through unilateral actions. 

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us 
deviates from that Road Map. It does so in a 
manner that is not calculated to end the vio-
lence against Israelis. It does nothing to pro-
mote meaningful negotiations, and further un-
dermines the role of the United States as an 
honest broker—our most important role. It is 
not for Congress—or for the Administration—
to prejudge or predetermine the question of 
Israeli settlements or the final boarders envi-

sioned by a final status agreement; that issue 
should be negotiated by the Israelis and Pal-
estinians. For these reasons, I am unable to 
support this resolution. I fear that the policies 
it reflects will lead to greater harm and not to 
a resolution of the conflict—nor safety for civil-
ians—that its sponsors may believe.
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TRIBUTE TO SCOTT LILLY 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a dedicated public servant. Scott 
Lilly has spent 31 years serving the House of 
Representatives. Scott’s career in Congress 
started in 1973, coincidentally, the same year 
I was appointed to the Appropriations Com-
mittee. While he has held many distinguished 
positions during his long tenure in the House, 
most of his time was spent working in some 
capacity for the House Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

Scott started and ended his career working 
for my friend and Ranking Member, DAVID 
OBEY. He had a brief tenure as the Clerk and 
Staff Director of the House Appropriations 
Committee and has spent the last nine years 
as director of the minority staff of the com-
mittee. 

Scott is an unapologetic liberal and we have 
vigorous debates and differences in our com-
mittee. But Scott never allowed a political dis-
pute to become personal. We could have a 
knock down drag out fight in committee and 
after it was over Scott and the staff from both 
sides of the aisle would retire to the Commit-
tee’s appointed space and enjoy an adult bev-
erage. There was never any lingering ill will or 
hard feelings. 

Scott is a consummate professional. His 
knowledge and expertise of appropriations 
matters is rivaled by few. He is a shrewd floor 
tactician and legislative strategist. Scott will 
now be able to spend more time in the aca-
demic world, a world where he is able draw on 
his great intellect and wealth of Congressional 
experience. Our loss is his students’ gain. 
Every class he teaches will be enriched by his 
thoughtful consideration of complex political 
and policy questions. 

Scott will be sorely missed. I can say with 
confidence that he will not miss our long mark-
ups, our late night conferences and the mara-
thon sessions on the floor. He is a great pa-
triot, a great public servant and a great appro-
priator. I wish him all the success in his future 
endeavors.
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IN HONOR OF OUR UNITED STATES 
VETERANS AND THE WESTSIDE 
VETERANS CENTER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of all veterans of the 
10th Congressional District of Ohio—for their 
service, bravery, and dedication on behalf of 
our country. Most significantly, we stand in 

tribute and remembrance of those veterans 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice when 
they answered the call to duty. 

The lives of many veterans and their fami-
lies have been uplifted by the outreach efforts 
of the Westside Veterans Center—a haven of 
services, programs and assistance focused on 
the psychological, medical and economic 
needs of more than 44,000 veterans who live 
in the 10th Congressional District of Ohio. The 
Westside Veterans Center, located in Parma, 
Ohio, celebrated the opening of the 
McCafferty outstation in 1998. The McCafferty 
Outstation remains focused on addressing the 
needs of Hispanic American and African 
American veterans who live within our 
Westside communities. Reflective of their 
commitment to serve our diversified commu-
nity, the Westside Vet Center and McCafferty 
Outstation both employ bilingual staff 

The services provided by the Westside Vet-
erans Center and the McCafferty Outstation 
Center is the least we can do on behalf of our 
veterans—our brothers, sisters, sons and 
daughters, mothers, fathers and grand-
fathers—thousands of whom have made sig-
nificant sacrifices and suffered great losses 
during and after their unwavering service to 
our country. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor, tribute and gratitude to the men and 
women of our armed forces—let us forever re-
member their service, sacrifice and sense of 
duty—yesterday, today, and for generations to 
come.
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HONORING THE BASKING RIDGE 
FIRE COMPANY 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor The Basking Ridge Fire Com-
pany No. 1, of Bernards Township in Som-
erset County, New Jersey, a vibrant commu-
nity I am proud to represent! On June 26, 
2004 the good citizens of Basking Ridge are 
celebrating the Fire Company’s Centennial An-
niversary with special festivities and a parade. 

For one hundred years, the Basking Ridge 
Fire Company No. 1 has been protecting and 
serving the residents of their community. The 
initial impetus to start a volunteer fire company 
in 1904 came from a spectacular barn fire and 
the opening of a new school. The 
Wickenhaver barn burned while residents 
watched, helpless to do anything to quench 
the flames. Four horses lost their lives and the 
influential people in town took notice of how ill 
prepared they were to deal with fire. The new 
school had just opened on Maple Avenue, and 
that also increased the importance of having 
the ability to deal with fire. Charles 
Wickenhaver’s descendants still serve as ac-
tive volunteers with the Fire Company. 

A committee to establish a volunteer fire 
company was assigned and met on June 17, 
1904. They established the general goals and 
objectives of the organization and determined 
what was necessary to get started. The fol-
lowing week, on June 24, 1904, they char-
tered the Basking Ridge Hose Company. Early 
actions included establishing committees to re-
search buying or making firefighting equipment 
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