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done in this community to your loved ones. 
We the undersigned, call on those in author-
ity to use every available resource and do all 
things necessary to bring about a just reso-
lution to this case. 

By: Brenda Mills, Chairwoman of the 
Board; and David Vowell, President. 

This Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
have long represented an integral part of this 
community and has created a model of eco-
nomic and community revitalization and devel-
opment. Today they have moved from poverty 
to prosperity and are an integrated part of 
both the community and this call for justice. 

LETTER FROM THE TRIBE OF MISSISSIPPI 
CHOCTAW INDIANS 

DEAR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS: Forty years 
ago, three communities, white, black, and 
Choctaw, lived in Neshoba County separated 
by fear, ignorance, and bigotry. 

Although all of us were Neshoba 
Countians, Mississippians, and Americans, 
living together in a relatively small geo-
graphic region, we lived apart in our sepa-
rate communities seeking protection and 
self-preservation among our own kind. Main-
ly what we knew of one another was to be 
wary. Being a small community many of us 
did interact and often positively, but mutual 
respect, honor, and acceptance were indeed 
not commonalities shared between us. 

Being forced apart, we were often denied 
the opportunity to learn from one another’s 
differences and to gain from each other’s 
strengths. Forty years ago, three young men 
who ignored the walls of separation between 
our communities were sacrificed to the fears 
and hatreds that long simmered throughout 
our country. Forever since, Neshoba County 
has been associated with an act of infamy. 
However, those three that we lost, live 
among us today. 

While it is right to mourn them, we honor 
them more when we celebrate their lives for 
the positive changes they provided to all of 
us. 

Today white, black, and Choctaw still live 
together in Neshoba County. We also work 
together, transact business together, learn 
together, worship together and play to-
gether. 

While we have not eliminated fear, igno-
rance, or bigotry, we have surpassed those 
constraints and are prospering together. 

While we continue to maintain our sepa-
rate communities, we do so now not to, but 
because we choose to in order to preserve our 
unique cultural identities. 

Now, forty years later, we come together 
with ease, and as equals not just to remem-
ber the trauma of the past, but more impor-
tantly, to admire our present, and plan our 
future together. All of our communities have 
changed for the better, we have an economy 
that is flourishing, our people are working 
and prospering, with the Tribe alone pro-
viding more than 9,000 jobs. When we work 
together and support one another, good 
things happen. 

On behalf of The Mississippi Band of Choc-
taw Indians, I commend Philadelphia Coali-
tion for its efforts to celebrate our unity. 

Sincerely, 
PHILLIP MARTIN, 

Tribal Chief. 

Mr. Speaker, today at the request of this 
community, federal and state law enforcement 
officials are actively studying the potential of 
reopening this case to bring any remaining 
murderers to justice. The purpose is not to re-
open old wounds, but to bring closure and 
healing to those wounds by providing the rem-
edy of justice. 

This weekend, I will participate in events in 
Neshoba County memorializing the deaths of 

three men who sought equality, justice and 
civil rights. We will remember the past, take 
stock of the present, and work for the future. 
We are a better Mississippi today, we will be 
still better tomorrow. I commend this commu-
nity for showing leadership and embracing jus-
tice and look forward to working with all the 
citizens of Neshoba County as we continue to 
move forward both socially and economically. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A HOUSE RESO-
LUTION SUPPORTING THE GOALS 
AND IDEAS OF NATIONAL TIME 
OUT DAY 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 18, 2004 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today 
I am introducing a House resolution supporting 
the goals and ideas of the National Time Out 
Day, which the Association of periOperative 
Registered Nurses (AORN) and over 50 other 
health care organizations are celebrating on 
June 23, 2004 to promote the adoption of a 
new protocol for preventing medical errors in 
the operating room. 

The number of individuals who are affected 
by medical errors is astounding. In 2000, the 
Institute of Medicine released a report entitled 
‘‘To Err is Human: Building a Safer Health 
System.’’ The report revealed that between 
44,000 and 98,000 hospitalized people in the 
U.S. die each year due to medical errors, and 
thousands of others suffer injury or illness as 
a result of preventable errors. 

To address this problem, the Joint Commis-
sion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organiza-
tions has developed a universal protocol which 
calls for surgical teams to call a ‘‘time out’’ be-
fore surgeries begin in order to verify the pa-
tient’s identity, the procedure to be performed, 
and the site of the procedure. The Joint Com-
mission is requiring nurses, surgeons and hos-
pitals throughout the country to adopt this pro-
tocol beginning July 1, 2004, in order to curb 
the alarming number of deaths and injuries 
due to medical errors. 

AORN has created an Internet website and 
distributed 55,000 tool kits to healthcare pro-
fessionals to help them implement the uni-
versal protocol, and they are celebrating Na-
tional Time Out Day on June 23 to promote 
the protocol and its adoption. 

National Time Out Day has been endorsed 
by a distinguished group of healthcare organi-
zations, including the American College of 
Surgeons, the American Society of Anesthe-
siologists, the American Hospital Association, 
and the American Society for Healthcare Risk 
Management. 

Mr. Speaker, ultimately, this issue is about 
health care access and patient safety. Fewer 
medical errors will result in better outcomes 
for patients, fewer medical malpractice suits, 
which in turn will help keep malpractice insur-
ance rates and health care premiums down. 

I think it is important for Congress to recog-
nize and congratulate perioperative nurses 
and representatives of surgical teams for 
working together to reduce medical errors and 
to ensure the improved health and safety of 
surgical patients—and that is the purpose of 
this resolution. 

THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. CHRIS CANNON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 18, 2004 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, today the 
United States needs true friends like the Re-
public of Kazakhstan as never before and we 
should encourage and welcome their achieve-
ments for the simple reason that by strength-
ening themselves they strengthen us. 

I have followed the development of a young 
Kazakhstan with great interest and I should 
note that since gaining its independence from 
the former Soviet Union in 1991, this country 
has undergone tremendous political and eco-
nomic transformation. Reforming a former to-
talitarian society is not an easy task. Of 
course, there were some mistakes and draw-
backs. However, one should acknowledge the 
fact that Kazakhstan is dynamically moving 
forward and is moving in the right direction. 

We should keep in mind that we are talking 
about a country which achieved democracy 
and personal freedoms through tremendous 
suffering. A great deal of credit for 
Kazakhstan’s coming of age should go to its 
leader, President Nursultan Nazarbayev. I fully 
share the position of the leadership of 
Kazakhstan that any reforms make sense only 
if they serve the people. 

Many have criticized Kazakhstan for initially 
choosing a course of economic liberalization 
while putting deep political reforms on the 
backburner. However, the time has proven this 
course right. I praise the political foresight of 
President Nazarbayev, an architect of 
Kazakhstan’s success, who, in spite of criti-
cism, has managed to bring his country into 
the fold of economically strong nations and 
has now embarked on an even bolder set of 
political reforms. 

Recently, Kazakhstan’s leader has called for 
a massive transformation of the county’s polit-
ical life and the strengthening of Kazakhstan’s 
leadership by building a democracy. The 
major step in this direction will be a significant 
strengthening of the role of the national Par-
liament. President Nazarbayev has proposed 
to increase the numbers of deputies in both 
houses of Parliament and to develop a new 
system of forming the Government through the 
mechanism of a Parliamentary majority. 

I believe decisions to decentralize state 
management and pursue aggressive fights 
against corruption are also crucial. Moreover, 
according to the President, the judiciary sys-
tem will undergo serious reforms. Jury trials 
will be introduced, more power will be given to 
defense attorneys in criminal litigation. 

All this, to me, is a true sign of 
Kazakhstan’s maturity. I agree with President 
Nazarbayev, that ‘‘You can’t just declare de-
mocracy. You can only build it through hard 
work.’’ As a nation that has been building its 
democracy for more than 200 years, we 
should value the words of a leader of a young 
democracy. 

I would like to wish the people and govern-
ment of Kazakhstan success in their efforts. 
Future successes of a democratic and free 
Republic of Kazakhstan directly benefit the 
United States, as it will help ensure stability 
and prosperity of Central Asia, a region ex-
tremely important in our fight against inter-
national terrorism. 
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I have no doubt that the United States and 

Kazakhstan will continue to closely cooperate 
in ensuring stability and security in the world, 
and our cooperation, which has tremendous 
potential, will deepen and bring about fruitful 
interaction in an international situation that is 
increasingly complex. The U.S. Congress 
should play a key role in this endeavor. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe we are at an impor-
tant juncture in the relationship between the 
United States and Kazakhstan. We have an 
opportunity to remain engaged in the region. I 
strongly believe that we should acknowledge 
Kazakhstan’s achievements and support them 
in their efforts to continue with reforms. 

f 

FREEDOM FOR CARMELO AGUSTÍN 
DÍAZ FERNÁNDEZ 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 18, 2004 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak about Carmelo 
Agustı́n Dı́az Fernández, a prisoner of con-
science in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Dı́az Fernández is a pro-democracy ac-
tivist currently imprisoned in the tyrant’s gulag. 
He is the president of the Independent Union 
Press Agency, editor of the Cuban Inde-
pendent Trade Union Press Agency, and a 
member of the Christian Cuban Workers 
Union. He is also the correspondent for the 
Venezuelan magazine Desafios and his arti-
cles have appeared on the CubaNet website. 

As a leading independent journalist, Chris-
tian activist, and prominent member of the 
independent trade union movement, Mr. Dı́az 
Fernández has been a constant target of the 
totalitarian regime. According to Amnesty 
International, he has been harassed and 
threatened with imprisonment for his pro-de-
mocracy activities. Simply because Mr. Dı́az 
Fernández wants freedom for the people of 
Cuba, he has been persecuted by the dic-
tator’s machinery of repression. 

On March 19, 2003, as part of the dictator’s 
brutal March 2003 crackdown against peaceful 
Cuban pro-democracy activists, Mr. Dı́az 
Fernández was arrested because of his work 
to bring freedom to the people of Cuba. In a 
sham trial, he was sentenced to 16 years in 
the wretched, infernal, totalitarian gulag. 

According to Reporters Without Borders, 
while he has been incarcerated in the inhu-
man gulag simply for his belief in freedom, Mr. 
Dı́az Fernández has developed cardiovascular 
problems, lymphangitis and high blood pres-
sure. The intolerably grotesque conditions of 
the deplorable gulag are threatening his life. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Dı́az Fernández is lan-
guishing in a totalitarian gulag because he be-
lieves in freedom. He believes in freedom of 
religion, freedom for workers, and human 
rights for every Cuban citizen currently suf-
fering under the nightmare called the Castro 
regime. My Colleagues, it is intolerable that 
heroes like Mr. Dı́az Fernández are locked in 
gulags because they believe in the most fun-
damental human right, freedom. We must de-
mand the immediate release of Carmelo 
Agustı́n Dı́az Fernández and every prisoner of 
conscience in totalitarian Cuba. 

AMERICAN JOBS CREATION ACT 
OF 2004 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 18, 2004 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, over the past year, 
I, along with many other Members of Con-
gress from both sides of the aisle have been 
pushing for congressional action to fix the 
international trade dispute over the 
extraterritorial income (ETI) and Foreign Sales 
Corporation (FSC) programs. We have a bi-
partisan, fully paid-for remedy that would re-
form these tax provisions, put the United 
States tax code in compliance with the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), and reduce the tax 
burden on American manufacturers and farm-
ers. Unfortunately, the Majority leadership ig-
nored this bipartisan approach in favor of a 
budget-busting, controversial bill that does lit-
tle for small manufacturers in Wisconsin and 
includes multiple provisions completely unre-
lated to the trade problem we need to fix im-
mediately. 

Because of the House majority’s previous 
inaction on reforming the FSC–ETI trade dis-
pute, the European Union (EU) continues to 
ratchet up tariffs on nearly 100 categories of 
U.S.-produced exports. This costs American 
businesses and workers by making our prod-
ucts less competitive in the major European 
market. Unless we reform the FSC–ETI tax 
provisions, EU tariffs on American products 
will continue to climb, potentially costing Amer-
ican exporters over $4 billion. 

With over 2 million American manufacturing 
jobs lost since 2001, it is critical that we act 
to reverse this trend by eliminating incentives 
for American jobs to be sent overseas and 
working to end trade barriers that hurt Amer-
ican exports. Anticipating the EU tariffs, Con-
gressmen CRANE, RANGEL, MANZULLO, and 
LEVIN introduced bipartisan legislation last 
year to address the FSC–ETI trade dispute. 
H.R. 1769, the Jobs Protection Act, would 
have eliminated the American tax breaks 
found in violation of WTO rules, and rein-
vested the savings back into American manu-
facturers by reducing their tax rates. I, along 
with 175 other Members of Congress, cospon-
sored this legislation and have pushed for the 
House to consider this legislation. 

Despite this bipartisan compromise, the Ma-
jority leadership has brought to the Floor today 
a piecemeal, fiscally irresponsible bill that is 
filled with special interest breaks and will in-
crease already record budget deficits. Further, 
the major provisions of H.R. 4520 provide over 
$30 billion in tax incentives for large multi-
national corporations while providing little to 
no tax relief to small and medium-sized manu-
facturers, farmers, and unincorporated busi-
nesses. The Republican chairman of the 
House Small Business Committee has ex-
pressed his opposition to this legislation be-
cause it fails to include smaller non-Chapter C 
corporations in its manufacturing benefit. 

Because of strong bipartisan opposition to 
H.R. 4520, the majority has attached 400 
pages of additional tax reforms, complications, 
and unrelated add-ons that dilute from our im-
portant mission to fix the FSC–ETI trade dis-
pute, add tens of billions of dollars to the 
budget deficit, and curb potential investment in 
our manufacturing sector. 

Some of the additional provisions included 
in H.R. 4520 are items that I have consistently 
supported including a temporary incentive to 
repatriate overseas profits in the United 
States, and extensions of important tax bene-
fits such as the research and development tax 
credit, wind and biomass electricity production 
credit, Work Opportunity tax credit, and small 
business expensing rates. I am hopeful that 
these items can be acted on by the House 
separately from this unacceptable legislation. 

The substitute authored by Congressman 
RANGEL was based on the bipartisan FSC–ETI 
reform bill, H.R. 1769, and would have in-
cluded extensions of the R&D tax credit, re-
newable energy production credits, increased 
small business expensing provisions, tax de-
ductions for teachers, and other important tax 
provisions. Further, the substitute would pro-
vide better treatment of small businesses, 
farming cooperatives, and domestic manufac-
turers, while not adding to the federal budget 
deficit. Unfortunately, the Majority leadership 
did not even allow debate on the Rangel sub-
stitute fearing it would gain wide bipartisan 
support and displace the unrelated provisions 
included in H.R. 4520. 

Mr. Speaker, with 2.7 million American man-
ufacturing jobs lost over the past years, includ-
ing over 80,000 in my home state of Wis-
consin, we should not be playing partisan 
games on the House floor. We should be con-
sidering legislation that will end European tar-
iffs on American exports, helps domestic farm-
ers and manufacturers be more competitive, 
closes abused corporate tax loopholes, and 
does not burden our children with huge 
amounts of debt that they will have to pay off 
in the future. The Rangel substitute would do 
all these things. I urge my colleagues to op-
pose H.R. 4520 in its current form so that 
Congress can move forward on responsible 
ETI–FSC legislation. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
ADJUSTABLE RATE HOME LOAN 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2004 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 18, 2004 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to introduce the Veterans Adjustable 
Rate Home Loan Extension Act because I am 
committed to strengthening the home loan 
program that gives thousands of America’s 
veterans the opportunity to achieve home 
ownership. 

When most Americans purchase a home, 
they have a wide array of home loan options 
available to them. Through the home loan pro-
gram administered by the Department of Vet-
erans’ Affairs (VA), however, our veterans 
have limited options. It is my strong belief we 
should give our veterans the opportunity to se-
lect a loan that will meet their needs and 
make them more competitive—especially in 
expensive real estate markets. 

My legislation would extend a VA pilot pro-
gram allowing veterans to select adjustable 
rate mortgages (ARM). Veterans can purchase 
a home at lower interest rates saving them 
money. ARM home loans are particularly ben-
eficial for veterans who do not intend to stay 
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