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who could not navigate through the often con-
voluted systems of federal bureaucracies by 
themselves. 

I was blessed to be elected to represent the 
20th District of Texas in 1998. Like my father 
before me, I recognize the value of providing 
good constituent services to those whom I 
represent. Therefore, I hired Susie to continue 
in her casework position so that she could 
continue to provide important services for con-
stituents. Her many accomplishments led me 
to promote her to be my District Office Direc-
tor. 

In the five and one-half years that Susie has 
worked for me, she has proven herself invalu-
able to me, my staff, and the constituents of 
the 20th District of Texas. She assists people 
with a wide variety of problems that they expe-
rience with federal government agencies, and 
sometime state and local agencies. These 
problems include, but are certainly not limited 
to, immigration cases, military matters, hous-
ing problems, health and social services in-
quiries, and federal workers compensation 
claims. 

I am sincerely proud to count myself among 
those who have had the opportunity to know 
and work with Susie. Her steadfast dedication 
to her job has had an impact on many individ-
uals’ lives. Also, her knowledge and skills 
have enabled those of us who have worked 
with her to do our jobs better. I wish her many 
blessings and the very best for her retirement. 
She will be greatly missed. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RALPH REGULA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 9, 2004 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, President Ron-
ald Reagan was a warm thoughtful leader who 
governed by the Golden Rule of caring for oth-
ers. Many speakers have paid eloquent tribute 
to his role as both a world leader and a best 
friend of the American people. Because of our 
shared love of land I developed a personal re-
lationship with President Reagan that I will al-
ways cherish. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO KELLY 
WILSON 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Kelly Wil-
son and thank him for his exceptional con-
tributions to his community and the State of 
Colorado as a Montezuma County Commis-
sioner. A two-term commissioner, he will al-
ways be remembered as a dedicated public 
servant and leader of his community. As Kelly 
celebrates his retirement, let it be known that 
he leaves behind a terrific legacy of commit-
ment and service to the people of Montezuma 
County and the State of Colorado. 

Kelly comes from a family with a rich history 
of political activism. His grandfather served as 

a county treasurer for fourteen years, his 
uncle as a county assessor, his father as a 
party chairman, and his sister was State Sen-
ator Jim Isgar’s campaign manager and a 
former employee of Senator BEN NIGHTHORSE 
CAMPBELL. During his time as a commissioner 
Kelly has been very involved with the Canyon 
of the Ancients National Monument and 
helped to develop the comprehensive land 
code for the county. He also helped make the 
unpopular yet important decision to move the 
county fair in order to fight the Mesa Verde 
fire of 2000. Kelly plans to stay active in his 
community after his term, as well as working 
on the sixty-five acre farm he shares with his 
sister. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Commissioner Kelly Wilson before this body of 
Congress and this nation, and to congratulate 
him on an outstanding career of public serv-
ice. His selfless dedication to his community 
and the people of Colorado as a Montezuma 
County Commissioner is truly remarkable. I 
wish him and his wife Diane all the best in 
their future endeavors. Thanks for your serv-
ice. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE RONKONKOMA 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer my 
sincere congratulations to the Ronkonkoma 
Fire Department in celebration of their 100th 
Anniversary. 

In September of 1903, after a tragic fire at 
a resort complex took the life of one individual 
and injured fourteen others, twenty-four men 
from the Ronkonkoma area volunteered to join 
a fire-fighting group to replace the existing 
neighbor bucket brigade system. This group 
quickly developed, and on June 15, 1904, 
Ronkonkoma Hook and Ladder Company #1 
was officially born. 

Ronkonkoma Hook and Ladder Company 
#1’s first truck was a horse-drawn vehicle car-
rying one hundred feet of hose. The alarm 
system consisted of a locomotive tire, which 
resembled a huge iron ring, and a hammer, 
which was chained to the tire so that it could 
not be carried away. There were no fire wells 
or hydrants. 

While there have been many developments 
since 1904, including a name change in 1933 
to the Ronkonkoma Fire Department, the mis-
sion still remains the same. The men and 
women of the Ronkonkoma Fire Department 
are proudly serving their community by saving 
lives and protecting property. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
HON. WILLIAM HENRY 
MCDERMOTT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, Mobile County, 
AL, and indeed the entire First Congressional 

District, recently lost a dear friend and I rise 
today to honor him and pay tribute to his 
memory. 

Judge William Henry McDermott was a de-
voted family man and dedicated public servant 
throughout his 50-year career in public serv-
ice. 

A former member of both the Alabama State 
House and Senate, Judge McDermott turned 
down an appointment to the bench in Mobile 
County in 1970, feeling called instead to de-
vote his time to a law practice that would en-
able him to support his large family. Thirty 
years later, he ran for—and won—election to 
a six-year term on the circuit court and until 
his untimely death, served with distinction in 
this position. 

Unfortunately, Judge McDermott was only 
recently diagnosed with cancer. However, 
even in the face of such difficult news, his first 
thoughts were of selecting the best possible 
replacement to ensure that the judicial system 
would not be adversely affected and that the 
wheels of justice would continue to turn. 

In addition to his distinguished career in the 
state legislature and on the circuit court, 
Judge McDermott also served with pride in the 
United States military and was, for a time, the 
city attorney for Chickasaw, AL. 

At the time of his passing, I remarked that 
Judge McDermott had a heart as big as the 
state of Texas and that his death would create 
a large void in the fabric of the Mobile commu-
nity. In the days since his death, those senti-
ments have in no way lessened. 

The Judge and his lovely wife, Katie, were 
fixtures in the life of our community for many 
years and together, they worked in numerous 
ways, both publicly and behind the scenes, to 
make life much better for the people of south 
Alabama. 

Not surprisingly, the dedication and care 
Judge McDermott devoted to community serv-
ice was constantly on display in his service on 
the bench. In fact, his attention to even the 
smallest detail in the cases he heard became 
legendary around the courthouse, and he was 
always striving to render a fair decision to all 
concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering a dedicated public servant 
and long-time advocate for all of south Ala-
bama. Judge McDermott will be deeply missed 
by his family—his wife, Catherine O’Brien 
McDermott; his daughters, Elizabeth O’Neill, 
Annette Carwie, Jeanne Marie Cruthirds, 
Michelle Mayberry, Mary Claire Wacker, Cath-
erine Williamson, and Maureen McDermott; 
his son, William Joseph McDermott; and his 
two brothers, Charles L. McDermott and Ed-
ward B. McDermott—as well as the countless 
friends he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
at this difficult time. 

f 

STROKE TREATMENT AND 
ONGOING PREVENTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 14, 2004 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 3658 Stroke Treatment and 
Ongoing Prevention Act. I urge the Secretary 
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to also consider that atrial fibrillation is the 
leading cause of severe stroke, but if properly 
treated, the risk of stroke can be dramatically 
reduced. Atrial fibrillation causes only 15 per-
cent of all stroke, however it leads to a much 
higher rate of debilitating outcomes for pa-
tients resulting in their need for long-term care 
and increasing the burden on our health care 
system. 

Atrial fibrillation is a condition where the atri-
um of the heart does not pump blood out 
properly into the ventricle causing the blood to 
pool in the atrial chamber. The pooling leads 
to the formation of clots, which can break off 
and travel into the arteries and to the brain 
where it may lodge causing a severe stroke. 

Atrial fibrillation currently affects over 2.3 
million people in the United States. However, 
the number of those effected will increase sig-
nificantly as the population ages and improve-
ments in the treatment of other forms of heart 
disease are made, extending their life expect-
ancy but increasing their chances of devel-
oping atrial fibrillation. 

The Committee urges the Secretary to rec-
ognize that strokes caused by atrial fibrillation 
are preventable through the use of 
anticoagulation medications. The use of 
anticoagulation medications have been shown 
to reduce the risk of stroke caused by atrial fi-
brillation by over 68 percent. The American 
Heart Association, American College of Cardi-
ology, American College of Chest Physicians, 
American College of Physicians and American 
Academy of Family Practitioners have all 
issued guidelines stressing the importance of 
stroke prevention in atrial fibrillation by the 
proper use of anticoagulation therapy. 

However, a significant number of patients 
who should be on anticoagulation therapy do 
not receive the proper medication. Given the 
severity of stroke in patients with atrial fibrilla-
tion and the ability of the proper care to pre-
vent strokes it is important that health care 
professionals are educated about the current 
guidelines for treatment and there is an in-
creased public awareness of atrial fibrillation. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DENNIS 
BRINKER 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Dennis 
Brinker and thank him for his exceptional con-
tributions to his community and the State of 
Colorado as a Jackson County Commissioner. 
A four-term commissioner, Dennis will always 
be remembered as a dedicated public servant 
and leader of his community. As Dennis cele-
brates his retirement, let it be known that he 
leaves behind a terrific legacy of commitment 
to the people of Jackson County and the State 
of Colorado. 

A lifelong resident of North Park, Dennis 
has lived and worked on a ranch near 
Coalmont that was homesteaded by his father 
in 1914. Graduating from Jackson County 
High School in 1961, he answered his coun-
try’s call to duty, serving in the U.S. Army from 
1962 to 1965. In 1988, he was elected to the 
Board of Commissioners of Jackson County 
where he has dedicated his efforts to serving 

the people of Jackson County. Some of the 
committees and boards Dennis serves on in-
clude the Western Interstate Region Board of 
Directors, National Association of County Offi-
cials Public Lands Committee. He was chair-
man of the Colorado Counties Incorporated 
Public Lands Committee, and is a member of 
the Western Interstate Region Strategic Plan 
for National Association of County Officials 
Steering Committee. He is also a member of 
the North Park Stockgrowers Association, Col-
orado Cattlemen Association, and Jackson 
County Lions Club. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that County Commis-
sioner Dennis Brinker has ceaselessly dedi-
cated his time and efforts to serving his county 
and the people of Colorado as a County Com-
missioner for Jackson County. I am honored 
to bring his hard work and commitment to the 
attention of this body of Congress and this na-
tion today. Thank you for all your service Den-
nis and I wish you and your wife Mary Lea all 
the best in your future endeavors. 

f 

PATRIOTS’ RESILIENCE LEADS TO 
TITLE 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, as major league 
baseball is in full swing, I would like to take a 
moment to congratulate a high school in the 
Sixth District of North Carolina that won a 
state girls’ softball championship. It was not an 
easy road for the Southern Alamance girls’ 
softball team, but in the end, it was certainly 
a rewarding one. After losing the first game of 
the championship round in 10 innings, the Pa-
triots found themselves facing a winner take 
all game at the Walnut Creek Softball Com-
plex. ‘‘I don’t expect anything easy with them 
(his team),’’ Head Coach Mike Johnson told 
the Burlington Times-News. In continuing this 
trend of close games and tension filled fin-
ishes, Southern Alamance defeated Enka High 
School 8–6 in yet another 10 inning battle. De-
spite the Patriots’ history of drama, this title 
should come as no surprise after a combined 
record of 30–2 for the year. 

One of the key performers during the two 
day tournament run was senior pitcher Brooke 
Isley who handled 39 innings and struck out 
59 batters. It was Isley who closed out the 
final game by retiring three straight hitters. 
This capped off a come from behind victory 
that was initially sparked by Amanda John-
son’s base hit and ensuing RBI from Marybeth 
Ingle. ‘‘We couldn’t make anything easy,’’ Isley 
explained to a local reporter. Perhaps the big-
gest scare for the Patriots came in the 9th in-
ning when an Enka base runner was thrown 
out at the plate keeping Southern Alamance’s 
hopes alive. Finally in the 10th inning, with 
runners in scoring position, Marybeth Ingle 
came up with, what would be, the deciding hit 
to secure the title. 

This was a special win for the Patriots who 
were led by a number of senior players. Carla 
Roger, Whitney Lambe, Amanda Hodge, 
Brooke Isley, Marybeth Ingle, Maegan Evans, 
and Stacey Vaughn all finished there high 
school careers on top. These girls had the 
help of a strong supporting cast comprised of 
Tori Thompson, Kim Pardue, Brittany McPher-

son, Brittany Thompson, Magan Campbell, 
Amanda Johnston, Bethany Hawks, Brandi 
Haithcock, Ariel Bullock, Amanda Cline, Lesli 
Scott, Daveda Fox, Tiffany Helton, Erika 
Winebarger, Kristen Burgess, Olivia McPher-
son, Kristen Roach, April Carver, and Janna 
Holt. 

After such a remarkable season much credit 
goes to the Southern Alamance coaching staff 
who guided the Patriots to the championship. 
Congratulations to Head Coach Mike Johnson 
and assistant coaches Chris Miller, Cully Lam-
beth, Mike Thompson and John Miller. Further 
recognition should be awarded to Principal 
Kent Byrd and Athletic Director David Vaughn 
after this memorable season. On behalf of the 
citizens of the Sixth District of North Carolina, 
we congratulate the Patriots of Southern 
Alamance for winning the state 3–A girls’ soft-
ball championship. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD CARRIÓN 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to Mr. 
Richard Carrión, who served as a National 
Grand Marshall for the Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade in New York City on June 13, 2004 and 
has promoted the Puerto Rican Community in 
all of his life’s work. 

Richard was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico 
in November of 1952. He received a Bach-
elors degree from the Wharton School of Fi-
nance and Commerce at the University of 
Pennsylvania and a Masters degree in Man-
agement Information Systems from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology. In 1976 he 
began working for Banco Popular, the leading 
banking institution in Puerto Rico. In his early 
years, he oversaw the installation of the ATM 
system throughout the extensive branch net-
work in Puerto Rico and the United States. 
Today, I am proud to say that Richard serves 
as president and CEO of the company. 

Mr. Speaker, empowerment of the Puerto 
Rican people remains one of Richard’s top pri-
orities. He serves as president of the Com-
mittee for the Economic Development of Puer-
to Rico and actively participates on the boards 
of several other civic organizations committed 
to solving problems on the island. 

In 1990 Richard was named a member of 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
and has been named to several of its commis-
sions including chairman of the Finance Com-
mission and member of the TV and Internet 
Rights and Marketing Commissions. In addi-
tion, he has served as a member of the Puer-
to Rico Olympic Committee, president of the 
Puerto Rico Olympic Trust and as a member 
of the 2004 Olympiad, a non-profit organiza-
tion that sought to garner international support 
for Puerto Rico’s efforts to stage the 2004 
Olympic Games. 

Mr. Speaker, what impresses me the most 
about this remarkable man is his willingness to 
put his knowledge to work for the benefit of 
Puerto Ricans. For his extraordinary achieve-
ments and his outstanding service to the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring this outstanding man. 
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