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guard carries the national and state flag as
well as many revolutionary artifacts. The flag
corps performs routines with flags that rep-
resent each of the original thirteen colonies
and the majorette squad performs precise rou-
tines with flags in synchronization with the
band.

In 20083, the band introduced a new aspect
to their ensemble, the Bugle Corps. The Bu-
glers have many responsibilities, most impor-
tantly calling to the band to formation and
playing taps.

The Brandywine Heights High School
Marching Band has made quite an impact on
their community and has been given the op-
portunity to perform in numerous local and na-
tional parades. In 2002, the band was award-
ed 1st place in the King Frost Parade and 2nd
place in the Miss America Parade. The Fife
and Drum Corps was given the prestigious
honor to perform at the ceremony marking the
movement of the Liberty Bell to a new location
in Philadelphia and the Band Front won first
place at the Ephrata Fair parade.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in recognizing the Brandywine
Heights High School Band for their unique
style, hard-work and dedication, and great en-
thusiasm that have made the band one of the
most successful and unique bands in Berks
County, Pennsylvania.

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN DON REDD
HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the achievement of Captain Don Redd,
who was presented with the General Douglas
MacArthur Army Leadership Award on May
26, 2004. The MacArthur Leadership Award is
presented to 27 recipients each year to com-
pany grade officers and warrant officers who
show exceptional leadership in command and
embody the principles of duty, honor, and
country that are central to the Army tradition.
Captain Redd’s selection recognizes his prov-
en ability to motivate and inspire his fellow sol-
diers, and to provide leadership at critical mo-
ments.

Captain Redd currently serves as com-
mander of Headquarters and Support Com-
pany, 3rd Battalion, 10th Special Forces
Group (A) in Fort Carson, Colorado. He has
served in combat tours in Kosovo and twice in
Iraq. He also has a Master's Degree in Na-
tional Security Affairs from Georgetown Uni-
versity.

| am honored to have this opportunity to
recognize Captain Redd for his achievement
and to thank him for his exceptional service in
defense of our country.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO COURTNEY
HUTTON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, today | stand to
pay tribute to Courtney Hutton for her poem
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voicing the resolve of the American people in
support of our troops and our country.
Courtney is a student at Riverside Middle
School in New Castle, Colorado. | wish to
share this poem with you:

DEAR SOLDIER

Do you sing the Star Spangled Banner be-
fore you head out to war? Are the Star Span-
gled Banner’s words held close to your heart
as you serve our country and it’s beliefs?
Your eyes have witnessed so much devasta-
tion because of your dedication to America.
But yet citizens continue to take for granted
our lives. Dear Soldier you have so much in-
tegrity so much honor. Thank you dear sol-
dier.

Can you see as you gaze into the horizon at
dawn a bright and hopeful flag waving dili-
gently in the breeze? Frances Scott Key
could, on a morning during the war of 1812 he
jotted down a poem as he remembered the
Star Spangled Banner that had waved there
just the night before. It was transformed
though, into the flag that Americans would
honor and love for years to come. He asked
himself through the next few verses, whose
stars and stripes could last through so many
rockets and bombs that flew from the forts
below? Only the flag of America could stand
true through so much hardship. The red
glare of the bombs gave him proof that the
American flag stood. It waved valiantly over
the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

I remember 9/11/01 the first time this song
ever meant anything to me. Though I'm sure
has always meant so much to you Dear Sol-
dier. It, I'm sure, inspired your love for the
service and your country; our country’s na-
tional anthem, a symbol of America, the ma-
jestic Star Spangled Banner. It stands for
our lives, Dear Soldier. Your memories are
filled with guns, flags, blood, fights between
great people and enemies, and acts of integ-
rity. That is how your life is the Star Span-
gled Banner in action. Americans alike
turned to the words of the Star Spangled
Banner for hope and wisdom during 9/11, and
because of its special place in the hearts of
citizens around the country we will continue
to act with the same love and honor as you
Dear Soldier. Although the rise and fall of
people and their beliefs will always be con-
stant in the US, the meaningfulness of our
dear anthem will never change.

I once read, ‘“To follow the path of an
American, is to honor the words of the Star
Spangled Banner,” and I believe that to be
true because you have shown me how Dear
Soldier. You honor the Star Spangled Banner
with your devotion, patience and love to the
USA and your job. In doing this you, Dear
Soldier, you see destruction beyond the
thinkable. You have followed the American
path and have been strong. Yet I am con-
cerned, during the days of 9/11 America was
brought together, but now everything is
back to normal, we fight and compete. Citi-
zens forget or even ignore the words of the
Star Spangled Banner and take our lives for
granted. They forget the many treacherous
battles both won and lost in Iraq, Korea, and
Afghanistan. I have hope though that the few
good acts of kindness and compassion will
expand to millions over the years and the
Star Spangled Banner will be kept in mind
when making choices.

So my heart, my soul, my feelings, about
the Star Spangled Banner, and its defini-
tions, to me and to America have been
poured out to you dear soldier, my gratitude
for your service and devotion. Your life is
the Star Spangled Banner in action. Strong
feelings arise in my heart when those verses
are sung. Thank you Dear Soldier for the
service and love you so freely give America,
the world, and me.

June 4, 2004

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to share
Courtney’s poem with you. Her support is in-
dicative of the strength of our proud nation,
and | want to thank her for voicing this sup-
port.

——————

IN SUPPORT OF THE TEACHER
TRAINING ENHANCEMENT ACT

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to express my concern over the fact that
we are taking the time to once again vote on
legislation that is good, but not great. | would
like to ask my colleagues why, if we are going
to do the same job again, we are not taking
the opportunity to do it better?

| support the Teacher Training Enhance-
ment Act, H.R. 4409, and | voted for this legis-
lation the first time it was offered on the
House floor as H.R. 438, the Teacher Training
and Recruitment Act. By extending loan for-
giveness for up to $17,500 for qualified math
and science teachers in secondary schools
and special education and reading teachers in
elementary schools who work for five years in
low-income areas, H.R. 4409 will help those
schools attract qualified teachers. But, this leg-
islation could be significantly improved by ex-
panding loan forgiveness to all teachers in
high poverty schools, head start teachers and
teachers in extremely rural school districts.

When we passed the No Child Left Behind
Act, we made a promise to parents and chil-
dren that there would be a qualified teacher in
every classroom. In the 1999-2000 school
year, over a fifth of secondary school students
took at least one class from a teacher who
neither majored nor minored in the subject
they are teaching; over a third received in-
struction in at least one class from a teacher
who was not certified in the subject taught and
did not have a major in that subject. There is
an extreme shortage of qualified teachers
across all of the academic disciplines, espe-
cially in areas that are economically de-
pressed. Unfortunately, this legislation only
provides assistance to math, science and spe-
cial education teachers. While there are short-
ages in these fields on a national basis and
they need and deserve our support, our most
disadvantaged school districts and commu-
nities need highly qualified teachers in all sub-
jects and early education.

We should be taking advantage of our sec-
ond chances. As long as we are going to take
the time to re-vote on legislation, | urge my
colleagues to take the time to ensure that we
are passing the best legislation possible. Our
constituents deserve nothing less.

TRIBUTE TO A DIPLOMAT

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
pay tribute today to Taiwan’s top representa-
tive in the United States, Ambassador C.J.
(Chien-Jen) Chen who is planning to return to
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Taiwan. A great diplomat and close friend of
our Nation, C.J. has served with distinction in
Taiwan’s Foreign Service for thirty seven
years. He has spent most of that time working
to improve and strengthen the close and
friendly ties that exist between Taiwan and the
United States.

After he arrived in Washington, DC in 1971,
C.J. became the Third Secretary assigned to
the Republic of China Embassy in the United
States. He was present when formal diplo-
matic relations between our two countries
were terminated in 1979. By then he had been
promoted to First Secretary and from that po-
sition he was to play a pivotal role in the es-
tablishment of a new framework for relations
between the people of Taiwan and the people
of the United States.

During the 1980s and the 1990s, as C.J.
earned a series of promotions to posts of
greater and greater responsibility—both in Tai-
pei and in Washington—he continued to serve
as an effective catalyst for bringing Taiwan
and the United States even closer together.
As Taiwan’s Deputy Foreign Minister and later
Foreign Minister, he insured his nation’s for-
eign policy reflected the tremendous economic
progress and democratic development taking
place in Taiwan. And, by emphasizing the
common values and joint interests that the
United States and Taiwan share, C.J. helped
to foster mutual trust and cooperation between
successive  administrations—from  Ronald
Reagan to George W. Bush in the United
States and from Chiang Ching-kuo to Chen
Shui-bian in Taiwan.

Over the past four years, C.J. Chen has, in
his capacity as Taiwan’s chief representative
in the United States, endeavored to further en-
hance the military, political, cultural and eco-
nomic aspects of our bilateral relationship.
Along with his personal friendships with a
number of high-ranking administration officials,
he has built quite a following in Congress. He
strongly encouraged and supported the estab-
lishment of the House Taiwan Caucus and the
Senate Taiwan Caucus and working closely
with members of Congress he has earned our
highest respect and affection.

Mr. Speaker. As C.J. concludes his very
successful tour of duty in Washington and re-
turns to Taipei, | bid him a fond farewell and
wish him all the best in the future. He has
been a true friend to so many American peo-
ple; he is a man of principle and integrity and
we will surely miss him on Capitol Hill.

————

BUILDING A CULTURE OF PEACE
FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE
WORLD

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
while we face unfinished work to create sta-
bility and peace both in Iraq, and throughout
the Middle East, the challenges we face there
and the lessons we have learned there make
it all the more compelling that we set upon the
task of planting firmly the seeds of peace.

In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
“We must concentrate not merely on the neg-
ative expulsion of war but the positive affirma-
tion of peace. We must see that peace rep-
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resents a sweeter music, a cosmic melody
that is far superior to the discords of war.
Somehow, we must transform the dynamics of
the world power struggle . . . to a positive
contest to harness humanity’s creative genius
for the purpose of making peace and pros-
perity a reality for all the nations of the world.”

It is with this in mind that | am proud to in-
troduce the exhibit “Building a Culture of
Peace for the Children of the World” which is
being presented in cooperation with the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus and will be on
display in the foyer of the Rayburn House Of-
fice Building on Thursday—Friday, June 3-4,
2004.

This exhibit brings together the creative
ideas and examples of hundreds of people, or-
ganizations and movements and focuses on
the potential of the individual to build peace
and security in today’s world. It seeks to pro-
mote a sense among viewers of empower-
ment as well as an awareness of the United
Nations declaration of the years 2001-2010 as
the Decade of Building a culture of Peace and
Non-violence for the Children of the World.

| also want to recognize the role of Soka
Gakkai International which has created this re-
markable exhibit, and the work of its president,
Daisaku lkeda, a widely recognized educator
and peace activist, in persisting as a voice for
peace during these challenging times.

| urge each of my colleagues to not only
view this exhibit; but to be mindful of the ex-
ample we set today for the generations of to-
morrow. More important for our children than
model of the brave warrior, is the example of
the courageous and creative peace builder.
For as the noted writer James Baldwin ob-
served: “Children have never been very good
at listening to their elders, but they have never
failed to imitate them. . . .”

———

HEALTH, SAFETY, AND SECURITY
OF PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS
ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 1, 2004

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, as we consider
H.R. 4060, the Health, Safety, and Security of
Peace Corps Volunteers Act of 2004, | want to
bring to my colleagues’ attention the tragic dis-
appearance of a Peace Corps Volunteer from
my Congressional District, Walter Poirier of
Lowell, Massachusetts.

Walter Poirier served as a tourism advocate
in the Zongo Valley of Bolivia from August of
2000 until May of 2001 when he was officially
declared missing by the U.S. Embassy. He
has never been seen since. Following Walter's
disappearance, | requested a GAO investiga-
tion of this case, which concluded that the
Peace Corps failed to adequately supervise
Walter and eventually lost track of him. The
GAO also found that the Peace Corps pro-
vided “uneven” implementation of its own
safety and security procedures that could pose
a risk for its volunteers. | am now writing a let-
ter to Peace Corps Director Gaddi Vasquez
urging him to appoint an official to focus solely
on the investigation of Walter's disappearance.

Unfortunately, the case of Walter Poirier is
not unique. The GAO reports that the incident

E1035

rate for major physical assaults nearly doubled
from an average of 9 per 1,000 volunteer
years from 1991-93 to an average of 17 per
1,000 volunteer years in 1998-2000. Despite
concerns from Congress and the public that
the Peace Corps has not provided the nec-
essary safety and security for its participants,
the organization continues to send volunteers
alone to remote and isolated areas and fails to
provide adequate housing, supervision, or jobs
to keep volunteers busy. | remain very con-
cerned about the ability of the Peace Corps to
implement its own safety and security policies
in the face of rising violence.

| applaud the House International Relations
Committee for holding hearings on the safety
and security of Peace Corps volunteers and
swiftly reporting out the Health, Safety, and
Security of Peace Corps Volunteers Act. | also
thank the committee for inviting Walter
Poirier's father to testify and share his per-
sonal story about the tragic loss of his son. |
have urged the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee to follow suit.

This legislation takes a number of critical
steps to enhance safety and security proce-
dures within the Peace Corps, including cre-
ating an ombudsman to receive complaints,
questions and concerns from current or former
volunteers regarding safety and security. The
bill also establishes an Office of Safety and
Security of the Peace Corps responsible for all
safety and security activities at the agency
and requires the Peace Corps to report to
Congress on the effects of limits imposed on
the duration of Peace Corps assignments and
a study on medical screening procedures used
by the agency.

For decades, Peace Corps volunteers have
played a critical role in promoting stability and
prosperity in developing countries. Today they
are asked to play an even more important role
in correcting the misperceptions that many
have of America. It's a troubling fact that anti-
Americanism is on the rise in many parts of
the world. That makes the mission of the
Peace Corps more important than ever. But it
also makes the task of protecting volunteers
more urgent than ever.

While the passage of this legislation is by
no means a solution to all of the Peace Corps’
security problems, it is certainly a positive step
forward. If the Peace Corps wants to fulfill its
goal of doubling the size of its agency over
the next five years—a goal we all share—it
must provide its volunteers the safety and se-
curity they need.

| therefore strongly support the passage of
this bill.

————

HONORING FRANKENMUTH FIRE
DEPARTMENT 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 3, 2004

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today on behalf of the residents of
Frankenmuth, Michigan, to recognize their fire
department for 100 years of skilled and dedi-
cated service. On Friday, June 4, 2004, the
Frankenmuth community will gather to cele-
brate this milestone during a special open
house and ceremony to be held at the
Frankenmuth fire station.
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