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By Mr. FEINGOLD:

S. 1151. A bill to rescind the Department of
Veterans Affairs memorandum of July 18,
2002, in which Directors of health service
networks in the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs are directed to ensure that no mar-
keting activities to enroll new veterans
occur within their networks; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself and Mr.
HOLLINGS):

S. 11562. A bill to reauthorize the United
States Fire Administration, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr.
BOND):

S. 1153. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to permit medicare-eligible vet-
erans to receive an out-patient medication
benefit, to provide that certain veterans who
receive such benefit are not otherwise eligi-
ble for medical care and services from the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. BOND,
and Mr. BURNS):

S. 11564. A bill to provide for the reauthor-
ization of programs administered by the
Small Business Administration that assist
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by women, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:

S. 1155. A bill to repeal section 801 of the
Revenue Act of 1916; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. SPECTER:

S. 1156. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve and enhance the
provision of long-term health care for vet-
erans by the Department of Veterans Affairs,
to enhance and improve authorities relating
to the administration of personnel of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr.
DoDpD, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BIDEN, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. CHAFEE,
Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CORNYN, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. DASCHLE,
Mr. DEWINE, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. FRIST, Mr. GRAHAM
of Florida, Mr. GRAHAM of South
Carolina, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HOL-
LINGS, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN,
Mr. LOoTT, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MILLER,
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NELSON
of Florida, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REID, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SMITH,
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. CRAIG, and Mr.
LEAHY):

S. 1157. A Dbill to establish within the
Smithsonian Institution the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Cul-
ture, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 1158. A bill to exempt bookstores and li-
braries from orders requiring the production
of tangible things for foreign intelligence in-
vestigations, and to exempt libraries from
counterintelligence access to certain
records, ensuring that libraries and book-
stores are subjected to the regular system of
court-ordered warrants; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr.
DASCHLE, Mrs. BOXER, and Mrs. LIN-
COLN):

S. 1159. A bill to provide for programs and
activities to improve the health of Hispanic
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individuals, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. TALENT (for himself, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. BOND, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. BAU-
CUS, Mr. BUNNING, and Mr. ROBERTS):

S. Res. 154. A resolution expressing the
support of the Senate of United States ef-
forts in the World Trade Organization to end
the unwarranted moratorium imposed by the
European Union on the approval of agricul-
tural biotechnology products; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER,
Mr. ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS,
Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. BROWNBACK,
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BYRD,
Mr. CAMPBELL, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
COLEMAN, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. CORZINE, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO,
Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. DAYTON, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. DoDD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
FITZGERALD, Mr. FRIST, Mr. GRAHAM
of Florida, Mr. GRAHAM of South
Carolina, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. GREGG,
Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. HOLLINGS, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JEFFORDS,

Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. KoOHL, Mr. KvL, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, MTr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN,

Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. LOTT, Mr. LUGAR,
Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. MCCONNELL, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. MILLER, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Florida,
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. NICK-
LES, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. REID,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. TAL-
ENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr.
WARNER, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. Res. 165. A resolution protecting social
security beneficiaries from cola cuts; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 156. A resolution to authorize rep-
resentation by the Senate Legal Counsel in
the case of Judicial Watch, Inc. v. United
States, et al; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. LOTT:

S. Res. 157. A resolution to authorize the
printing of the prayers of Reverend Lloyd
John Ogilvie; to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

By Mr. HAGEL (for himself and Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska):

S. Con. Res. 47. A concurrent resolution
recognizing the outstanding efforts of the in-
dividuals and communities who volunteered
or donated items to the North Platte Can-
teen in North Platte, Nebraska, during
World War II from December 25, 1941, to
April 1, 1946; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 98
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 98, a bill to amend the Bank Holding
Company Act of 1956, and the Revised
Statutes of the United States, to pro-
hibit financial holding companies and
national banks from engaging, directly
or indirectly, in real estate brokerage
or real estate management activities,
and for other purposes.
S. 442
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 442, a bill to provide pay
protection for members of the Reserve
and the National Guard, and for other
purposes.
S. 478
At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
478, a bill to grant a Federal charter to
the Korean War Veterans Association,
Incorporated, and for other purposes.
S. 517
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
517, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide improved bene-
fits for veterans who are former pris-
oners of war.
S. 567
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. LEVIN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 567, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to author-
ize appropriations for sewer overflow
control grants.
S. 575
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. DASCHLE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 575, a bill to amend the
Native American Languages Act to
provide for the support of Native Amer-
ican language survival schools, and for
other purposes.
S. 583
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
583, a bill to require the provision of in-
formation to parents and adults con-
cerning bacterial meningitis and the
availability of a vaccination with re-
spect to such disease.
S. 593
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 593, a bill to ensure that
a Federal employee who takes leave
without pay in order to perform service
as a member of the uniformed services
or member of the National Guard shall
continue to receive pay in an amount
which, when taken together with the
pay and allowances such individual is
receiving for such service, will be no
less than the basic pay such individual



S7136

would then be receiving if no interrup-
tion in employment has occurred.
S. 595
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. TALENT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 595, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the re-
quired use of certain principal repay-
ments on mortgage subsidy bond
financings to redeem bonds, to modify
the purchase price limitation under
mortgage subsidy bond rules based on
median family income, and for other
purposes.
S. 622
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 622, a bill to amend
title XIX of the Social Security Act to
provide families of disabled children
with the opportunity to purchase cov-
erage under the medicaid program for
such children, and for other purposes.
S. 632
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 632, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to expand cov-
erage of medical nutrition therapy
services under the medicare program
for beneficiaries with cardiovascular
disease.
S. 652
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
652, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to extend modifica-
tions to DSH allotments provided
under the Medicare, Medicaid, and
SCHIP Benefits Improvement and Pro-
tection Act of 2000.
S. 654
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
654, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to enhance the ac-
cess of medicare beneficiaries who live
in medically underserved areas to crit-
ical primary and preventive health
care benefits, to improve the
Medicare+Choice program, and for
other purposes.
S. 678
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
678, a bill to amend chapter 10 of title
39, United States Code, to include post-
masters and postmasters organizations
in the process for the development and
planning of certain policies, schedules,
and programs, and for other purposes.
S. 852
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mr. GREGG) were
added as cosponsors of S. 852, a bill to
amend title 10, United States Code, to
provide limited TRICARE program eli-
gibility for members of the Ready Re-
serve of the Armed Forces, to provide
financial support for continuation of
health insurance for mobilized mem-
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bers of reserve components of the
Armed Forces, and for other purposes.
S. 874
At the request of Mr. TALENT, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) and the Senator from Mis-
souri (Mr. BOND) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 874, a bill to amend title XIX
of the Social Security Act to include
primary and secondary preventative
medical strategies for children and
adults with Sickle Cell Disease as med-
ical assistance under the medicaid pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 876
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 876, a bill to require public dis-
closure of noncompetitive contracting
for the reconstruction of the infra-
structure of Iraq, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 884
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
884, a bill to amend the Consumer Cred-
it Protection Act to assure meaningful
disclosures of the terms of rental-pur-
chase agreements, including disclo-
sures of all costs to consumers under
such agreements, to provide certain
substantive rights to consumers under
such agreements, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 899
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
899, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to restore the full
market basket percentage increase ap-
plied to payments to hospitals for inpa-
tient hospital services furnished to
medicare beneficiaries, and for other
purposes.
S. 899
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. CLINTON), the Senator from
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. SPEC-
TER) were added as cosponsors of S. 899,
supra.
S. 922
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
LAUTENBERG) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 922, a bill to change the require-
ments for naturalization through serv-
ice in the Armed Forces of the United
States, to extend naturalization bene-
fits to members of the Selected Re-
serve of the Ready Reserve of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces, to ex-
tend posthumous benefits to surviving
spouses, children, and parents, and for
other purposes.
S. 982
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
982, a bill to halt Syrian support for
terrorism, end its occupation of Leb-
anon, stop its development of weapons
of mass destruction, cease its illegal
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importation of Iraqi oil, and hold Syria
accountable for its role in the Middle
East, and for other purposes.
S. 983
At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
983, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize the Director
of the National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences to make grants
for the development and operation of
research centers regarding environ-
mental factors that may be related to
the etiology of breast cancer.
S. 985
At the request of Mr. DopD, the name
of the Senator from New Hampshire
(Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 985, a bill to amend the Federal
Law Enforcement Pay Reform Act of
1990 to adjust the percentage differen-
tials payable to Federal law enforce-
ment officers in certain high-cost
areas, and for other purposes.
S. 1019
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. LoTT), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. SMITH) and the Sen-
ator from Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1019, a
bill to amend titles 10 and 18, United
States Code, to protect unborn victims
of violence.
S. 1023
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. BREAUX) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1023, a bill to increase
the annual salaries of justices and
judges of the United States.
S. 1033
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1033, a bill to amend ti-
tles XIX and XXI of the Social Secu-
rity Act to expand or add coverage of
pregnant women under the medicaid
and State children’s health insurance
program, and for other purposes.
S. 1046
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator from Ha-
waii (Mr. INOUYE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1046, a bill to amend the
Communications Act of 1934 to pre-
serve localism, to foster and promote
the diversity of television program-
ming, to foster and promote competi-
tion, and to prevent excessive con-
centration of ownership of the nation’s
television broadcast stations.
S. 1061
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1061, a bill to authorize 36 ad-
ditional bankruptcy judgeships, and for
other purposes.
S. 1076
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.



May 23, 2003

NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1076, a bill to authorize construction of
an education center at or near the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
S. 1119
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM of
Florida, the name of the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 1119, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to clarify the eligibility of certain
expenses for the low-income housing
credit.
S. 1120
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Sen-
ator from Arkansas (Mrs. LINCOLN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1120, a
bill to establish an Office of Trade Ad-
justment Assistance, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1126
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
AKAKA), the Senator from Montana
(Mr. BAUCUS), the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator
from South Dakota (Mr. DASCHLE), the
Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL), the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1126, a bill to estab-
lish the Office of Native American Af-
fairs within the Small Business Admin-
istration, to create the Native Amer-
ican Small Business Development Pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 1127
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) and the Senator
from Nevada (Mr. REID) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1127, a bill to establish
administrative law judges involved in
the appeals process provided for under
the medicare program under title
XVIII of the Social Security Act within
the Department of Health and Human
Services, to ensure the independence
of, and preserve the role of, such ad-
ministrative law judges, and for other
purposes.
S. RES. 140
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
FITZGERALD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 140, a resolution designating
the week of August 10, 2003, as ‘‘Na-
tional Health Center Week”’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself,
Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms.
COLLINS, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs.
CLINTON, and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 1142. A bill to provide disadvan-
taged children with access to dental
services; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, the
legislation I am introducing today with
Senators COCHRAN, LINCOLN, COLLINS,
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DASCHLE, JEFFORDS, CLINTON, CANT-
WELL, and JOHNSON is entitled the Chil-
dren’s Dental Health Improvement Act
of 2003. This legislation is designed to
improve the access and delivery of den-
tal health services to our Nation’s chil-
dren through Medicaid, the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program,
(SCHIP), the Indian Health Services,
IHS, and our Nation’s safety net of
community health centers.

The oral health problems facing chil-
dren are highlighted in a landmark re-
port issued by the Surgeon General and
the Department of Health and Human
Services, HHS, in 2000 entitled ‘‘Oral
Health in America: A report of the Sur-
geon General’” in which he observed
that our Nation is facing what amounts
to ‘“‘a ‘silent epidemic’ of dental and
oral diseases.”

In fact, dental caries, which refers to
both decayed teeth or filled cavities, is
the most common childhood disease.
According to the Surgeon Gen-
eral,”“Among 5- to 17-years olds, dental
caries is more than 5 times as common
as a reported history of asthma and 7
times as common as hay fever.” In
short, dental care is, as the Surgeon
General adds,‘the most prevalent
unmet health need among American
children.”

I was pleased to chair a hearing in
the Health, Education, Labor and Pen-
sions Committee on June 25, 2002, enti-
tled ‘“The Crisis in Children’s Dental
Health: A Silent Epidemic’” in which
the Surgeon General, Dr. David
Satcher, testified. Dr. Satcher’s testi-
mony was strong and compelling.

In his words, ‘“‘Over 108 million chil-
dren and adults lack dental insurance,
which is over 2.5 times the number who
lack medical insurance.” Dr. Satcher
also highlight the following informa-
tion specific to the oral health prob-
lems in children:

There are striking disparities in den-
tal disease by income. Poor children
suffer twice as much dental cries as
their more affluent peers, and their dis-
ease is more likely to be untreated.
These poor-nonpoor differences con-
tinue into adolescence. One out of four
children in America is born into pov-
erty, and children living below the pov-
erty line—annual income of $17,000 for
a family of four—have more severe and
untreated decay.

Other birth defects such as heredi-
tary ectodermal dysplasias, where all
or most teeth are missing or mis-
shapen, cause lifetime problems that
can be devastating to children and
adults.

Unintentional injuries, many of
which include head, mouth, and neck
injuries, are common in children.

Intentional injuries commonly affect
the craniofacial tissues.

Tobacco-related oral lesions are prev-
alent in adolescents who currently use
smokeless—spit tobacco.

Professional care is necessary for
maintaining oral health, yet 25 percent
of poor children have not seen a dentist
before entering kindergarten.
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Medical insurance is a strong pre-
dictor of access to dental care. Unin-
sured children are 2.5 times less likely
than insured children to receive dental
care. Children from families without
dental insurance are three times more
likely to have dental needs than chil-
dren with either public or private in-
surance. For each child without med-
ical insurance, there are at least 2.6
children without dental insurance.

Medicaid has not been able to fill the
gap in providing dental care to poor
children. Fewer than one in five Med-
icaid-covered children received a single
dental visit in a recent year-long study
period. While recent CMS data indicate
progress in this area with 1 million
more Medicaid-eligible children now
receiving annual dental care than was
the case in 1996, there is still a long
way to go to ensuring greater access.
Although new programs such as the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, SCHIP, may increase the number
of insured children, many will still be
left without effective dental coverage.

The social impact of oral diseases in
children is substantial. More than 51
million school hours are lost each year
to dental-related illness. Poor children
suffer nearly 12 times more restricted-
activity days than children from high-
er income families. Pain and suffering
due to untreated diseases can lead to
problems in eating, speaking, and at-
tending to learning.

Over 50 percent of 5- to 9-year-old
children have at least one cavity or
filling, and that proportion increases
to 78 percent among 17-year-olds. Nev-
ertheless, these figures represent im-
provements in the oral health of chil-
dren compared to a generation ago.

The Senate also heard the testimony
of Dr. Burton Edelstein, founding di-
rector of the Children’s Dental Health
Project; Dr. Gregory Chadwick, presi-
dent of the American Dental Associa-
tion; Dr. Lynn Douglass Moundon, di-
rector of oral health in the Arkansas
Department of Health; Ed Martinez,
chief executive officer at San Ysidro
Health Center in California; and, Dr.
Timothy Shriver, president and chief
executive officer of Special Olympics,
Inc.

Dr. Edelstein underscored the need
for more attention to this issue. As he
said, ‘‘The too-widespread belief that
childhood dental disease has been van-
quished states in contrast to the thou-
sands upon thousands of toothaches
and acute abscesses experienced daily
by America’s children—many as young
as 2 years of age.”

In endorsing this legislation, Dr.
Chadwick added, ‘. . . we cannot forget
the fact that millions of people in this
country—particularly children—aren’t
getting even basic preventive and re-
storative dental care. These children
are out there suffering.”

The Children’s Dental Health Im-
provement Act of 2003 seeks to end that
suffering. One important provision in
the bill would grant States flexibility
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