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SENATE COMMITTEE BUDGET AUTHORITY AND OUTLAY ALLOCATIONS PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT—Continued
[10-year total: 2004—2013; in millions of dollars]
Direct spending jurisdiction Entitlements funded in annual appro-
Committee priations acts
Budget authority Outlays Budget authority outlays
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 71,126 64,104 32,601 32,468
Rules and Administration 803 1,025 1,309 1,309
Intelligence 0 0 2,648 2,648
Veteran’s Affairs 12,781 12,501 373,770 372,651
Indian Affairs 5,805 5,765 0 0
Small Business 6 (76) 0 0

Revisions Pursuant to Section 421 of the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2004—H. Con. Res. 95.

TRIBUTE TO WESTERN KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY’S WILLIAM E. BIVIN
FORENSIC SOCIETY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, |
rise today to express congratulations
to all the team members and coaches of
Western Kentucky University’s Wil-
liam E. Bivin Forensic Society. The
group recently was named world cham-
pions at the International Forensic As-
sociation Championship in Vancouver,
BC.

It is my understanding that this is
just one of the many titles the team
has claimed over the last year. The
team won the 2003 Delta Sigma Rho-
Tau Kappa Alpha National Champion-
ship. They defeated 87 other univer-
sities to win the 2003 American Foren-
sic Association National Champion-
ship. And most recently they captured
the National Forensic Association Indi-
vidual Events Championship. This is an
impressive list of victories and a trib-
ute to their hard work and dedication.

I wish to acknowledge each of the
winning students: Corey Alderdice,
Drew Allen, Elizabeth Au, Margaret
Au, Stacy Bernaugh, Chris Blackford,
Keith Blaser, Chris Brasfield, Grace
Bruenderman, David Burns, Jenny
Corum, Ashley Courtney, Justin Cress,
Tony Damico, Nicole Estenfelder,
Raegan Gibson, Nicole Hawk, Adam
Henze, Kate Hertweck, Ryan Howell,
Lindsey Nave, Jacob Peregoy, Jennifer
Purcell, Hanna Reliford, Alex Rogers,
Nick Romerhausen, Evelio Silvera, Re-
becca Simms, Courtney Smith, Joel
Smith, Jen Taylor, Katie Tyree,
Jordon Wadlington, Caleb Williams,
Jeff Woods, and Courtney Wright.

I would also like to recognize and
thank their outstanding coaches, Judy
Woodring, Jace Lux, Bonnie McDonald,
Greg Robertson, Matt Gerbig, Doug
Mory, Chris Grove, and Joe Day, who

provided leadership to this winning
team.
Mr. President, Western Kentucky

University’s William E. Bivin Forensic
Society has both national and inter-
national successes to be proud of. On
behalf of myself and my colleagues in
the Senate, | congratulate them on
their significant achievements.

———

THE CRACKDOWN AGAINST PRO-
DEMOCRACY DISSIDENTS IN CUBA

Mr LEAHY. Mr. President, | come to
the floor today to denounce, in the
strongest terms, the recent deplorable
actions by the regime of President
Fidel Castro.

While the world focuses on the after-
math of the war in Iraq and the enor-
mity of Saddam Hussein’s atrocities
are revealed, we must not ignore egre-
gious violations of human rights tak-
ing place much closer to home.

I have long believed that the way to
encourage democratic reform and re-
spect for human rights in Cuba is not
through isolation of this tiny island
nation, but through the normalization
of our relationship. | totally oppose the
restrictions on the right of Americans
to travel to Cuba.

But the recent crackdown against
pro-democracy dissidents in Cuba is
not only a reprehensible affront to
human decency, it has threatened al-
ready strained relations between Cuba
and the United States and between
Cuba and the rest of the world.

My visit to Cuba in March 1999 rein-
forced my belief in the folly of our an-
tiquated policy. 1 met with President
Castro and a number of political activ-
ists. | saw firsthand the need for ending
not only the embargo—which simply
compounds the misery of Cuba’s people
and provides President Castro with a
convenient excuse, but the repression
and pervasive climate of fear per-
petrated by that government.

On March 18, the Cuban government
suddenly launched an attack against
its political opponents. After storming
their houses, seizing their computers,
typewriters, fax machines and books,
the government arrested 79 people, ac-
cusing them of subverting Cuba’s gov-
ernment by conspiring with James
Cason, the head of the U.S. Interests
Section in Havana. They were charged
with the vague crime of “‘collaborating
with a foreign power against their
homeland.”

Less than 3 weeks later, the Cuban
courts had tried, convicted and sen-
tenced at least 75 of these people in a
whirlwind process of closed-door trials
lasting less than one day in improvised
courts where undercover security
agents who had infiltrated dissident
groups surfaced as witnesses.

The punishments for conduct, that in
most countries would not even be
criminal, ranged from 6 to 28 years in

prison.
Those arrested in this crackdown in-
clude leaders of independent labor

unions and opposition political parties,
independent journalists, librarians, and
pro-democracy activists. More than
half of the arrests were local organizers
of the Varela Project reform effort.

The Varela Project collected more
signatures than the constitutionally

required 10,000 for a national ref-
erendum calling for electoral reforms,
freedom of association, and amnesty
for nonviolent political prisoners.

The Cuban government responded
with a counter petition, decreeing the
Cuban socialist system to be untouch-
able. While local organizers received
some of the heavier sentences, Osvaldo
Paya, head of the Varela Project, was
not arrested. Mr. Paya said that the
crackdown is ‘“‘an attempt to kill the
chances of peaceful change in Cuba, but
[dissidents] will continue seeking
peaceful reforms.”’

At a meeting this month of the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights in Gene-
va, the Swedish foreign minister
warned that the crackdown in Cuba
could harm its prospects for coopera-
tion with the European Union.

On March 10, the European Commis-
sion opened its first diplomatic office
in Havana. Cuba is applying for mem-
bership in the Cotonou Agreement—the
economic assistance pact between the
EU and African, Caribbean, and Pacific
nations. Cubans would benefit signifi-
cantly from the Cotonou Agreement,
but Cuba’s entry is now in jeopardy.

The U.N. Commission on Human
Rights also adopted a resolution to
send a U.N. envoy to Cuba to inves-
tigate human rights abuses, but Cuban
officials have apparently rejected this.

The Bush administration is report-
edly considering punitive measures to
restrict the flow of American dollars to
Cuba by further limiting the number of
Americans who may travel to Cuba on
charter flights, and by reducing the
monetary remittances that Cubans in
the United States send back to their
families in Cuba. Unfortunately, such
measures would only hurt the wrong
people.

If this were not bad enough, earlier
this month, Cuban authorities detained
three men who had hijacked a ferry
crossing the Florida Straits on its way
to the United States. Less than 24
hours later, these men were summarily
executed by a firing squad. No one sup-
ports the act of hijacking, and people
of good conscience disagree about the
death penalty. But such an outrageous
denial of due process should be univer-
sally condemned.

As one who strongly opposes the pol-
icy of the Bush administration and pre-
vious U.S. administrations of isolating
Cuba, a policy which for more than 40
years has failed to achieve any of its
goals. I want to add my voice to those
who have denounced these recent
events.
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Human rights are universal. They are
every much the rights of the Cuban
people as they are the rights of people
everywhere. When they are denied, we
are all diminished. The United States
cannot prevent the wholesale violation
of human rights by the Cuban govern-
ment or any government. But we can
speak up.

We can say to them that this is unac-
ceptable.

We can say do not trouble us with
your farcial explanations and excuses.

And we can say, with confidence,
that those whose rights are so bla-
tantly denied today will one day show
their oppressors the real meaning of
“revolution’’—one that is based on the
rights of man, not the brutality of one
man.

————
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. In the last Congress
Senator KENNEDY and | introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that
would add new categories to current
hate crimes law, sending a signal that
violence of any kind is unacceptable in
our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred November 3, 2001
in Los Angeles, CA. An Afghani-Amer-
ican woman was physically assaulted
and harassed by her two male neigh-
bors as she walked from her car to her
house. When the police arrived to take
a report, the two men told the officers
that the woman had been making ter-
rorist threats.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. | believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. BETSY ROGERS
OF LEEDS, AL, AS NATIONAL
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, | rise
today in honor of Dr. Betsy (Dawson)
Rogers, a teacher from Leeds, AL. On
April 30, 2003, in the Rose Garden at the
White House, President George W.
Bush presented Dr. Rogers with the es-
teemed National Teacher of the Year
award. Dr. Rogers was selected for this
honor from among the best teachers in
the Nation based on her compassion for
the children she teaches.

Dr. Rogers, a teacher of first and sec-
ond grade students at Leeds Elemen-
tary School, began teaching in 1985.
She was compelled by the needs of
many of her students, some from less
fortunate families just needing some-
one to encourage them to strive to
their greatest potential. Dr. Rogers in-
vests her time and energy in everyone
of her students. Day in and day out,
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she goes above and beyond the call of
duty, because for her students to
achieve their greatest potential, some
may need individual attention starting
from long before the school day begins
and lasting until hours after the last
bell rings.

Dr. Rogers has had many opportuni-
ties to teach at most any school of her
choice. Yet, she has humbly chosen to
stay at Leeds Elementary School,
knowing that her compassion is best
put to use by these children who need
it the most.

She loves everything about teaching,
because Dr. Rogers is shaping the fu-
ture for each child who comes into her
classroom. She doesn’t take this re-
sponsibility lightly, and for that she is
to be commended. | am grateful to Dr.
Rogers and teachers all over Alabama
and the Nation just like her, who un-
derstand the immense responsibility
they have as educators.

Dr. Rogers is blessed with an incred-
ibly supportive family. Her parents,
Elenor and Dick Dawson, are friends of
mine from Birmingham, and | know
they are very proud of their daughter’s
fine accomplishment. Her two sons,
Rick and Alan, have benefitted tremen-
dously from her gifted ability to teach.
And her brothers, Richard and Eric, are
close to her and celebrate with her on
this important award.

Alabama is honored to be home to
Dr. Rogers, and | hope that when my
grandchildren enter elementary school
they will have the fortunate experience
to have a teacher just like her.

———

WEST VIRGINIA MILITARY
SERVICE

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, |
rise today to honor all West Virginians
who have served our country in the
military, especially those currently
overseas. Former Senator Daniel Web-
ster once said, ‘“God grants liberty
only to those who love it and are al-
ways ready to defend it.”” West Vir-
ginians are known for their dedication
to military service and patriotism, and
to this day West Virginians continue
their proud tradition of military serv-
ice. Our soldiers are committed to our
Nation’s principles, and they are tire-
less in their efforts to preserve liberty.
| rise today to honor these intrepid
men and women whose military service
and commitment is unmatched—they
make me extremely proud to be a West
Virginian.

Only 3 States had a higher service
rate than West Virginia during World
War Il. Thirty-six percent of West Vir-
ginia’s male population—more than
one out of every three men—served
during that war. Nearly 4,700 West Vir-
ginians died fighting for our freedom in
that war.

West Virginia had the highest service
rate during the Korean War, with 16.2
percent of our men participating. Dur-
ing that war, tragically West Virginia
also suffered the highest death rate,
with about 40 war-related deaths for
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every 100,000 citizens, a total of over
800 deaths.

West Virginia had the second-highest
service in the Vietnam War, with 20.3
percent of our men serving. During
that war, again West Virginia had the
highest casualty rate in the Nation.
More than 700 citizens from our State
died in battle.

Now we are engaged in a war on ter-
ror—a war that our troops are fighting
heroically. Thousands of West Virginia
military personnel are taking part in
the war effort, from active duty troops,
to brave citizens in the National
Guard, to Reservists. Not long ago, the
world saw a symbolic climax of this
war as the imposing symbol of Saddam
Hussein’s dictatorship was toppled.
This moment could not have happened
without the bravery and sacrifice of
American forces and these forces would
not be complete without the long-
standing dedication of West Virginians.

We must not forget those men and
women who protected our freedom. In
1940, pilot V.A. Rosewarne remarked,
“The universe is so vast and so ageless
that the life of one [person] can only be
justified by the measure of his [or her]
sacrifice.” West Virginia has lost proud
soldiers in Afghanistan and also in the
recent war in lraq. In any war, there
are those who make the ultimate sac-
rifice by giving their lives, and we
must honor them. Let me take this op-
portunity to mention the sense of
honor that runs so deep in a represent-
ative sample of these West Virginians.

Second Lieutenant Therrel ‘“‘Shane”
Childers was born into a proud military
family near West Hamlin, WV, and he
always dreamed of a military career.
On March 21, at 30 years of age, he be-
came the first U.S. soldier Kkilled in ac-
tion in Operation lIraqi Freedom. His
devout determination led a childhood
friend of his to say, ‘“‘lI can feel deep in
my heart that he was doing what he
was meant to do,” and his mother to
say, ‘“‘He died doing what he loved best,
and that was being a Marine.”

There are countless examples of such
heroes. Kenny Shadrick, from the min-
ing town of Skin Fork, WV, was the
first recorded American death in the
Korean War. On July 5, 1950, he gave
his life in the fight against tyranny.
While it was July 5 in Korea, it was
still Independence Day in the United
States, and | am sure Kenny under-
stood what he was fighting for as he
bravely shot bazooka rounds at the ap-
proaching enemy tanks until his life
was tragically cut short. President
Truman articulated Kenny’s sacrifice
well when he wrote: ““He stands in the
unbroken line of patriots who dared to
die that freedom might live.”” West Vir-
ginia will never forget the service of
people like Kenny.

More recently, the world has heard
the heroic story of Private Jessica
Lynch, the teenager from Palestine,
WV, whose rescue as a prisoner of war
from lrag was universally celebrated.
As a matter of fact, approximately 400
West Virginians are surviving former
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