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Senator COLEMAN and I have put in
our request and soon expect that the
President will be gracious enough to
once again invite the teams and com-
mend all those who play sports
throughout the Nation, such as hockey,
as they should be played—with all the
enthusiasm and the best of their talent
and ability, learning the values of
sportsmanship, teamwork, competi-
tion. Sometimes they don’t come out
as well as they would like, but every
once in a while they may reach the pin-
nacle of success of a national cham-
pionship. I am sure the President
would concur with that.

Again, I salute my favorite teams in
Minnesota.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Wyoming is
recognized.

(The remarks of Mr. ENzI, Mr. BAU-
cUs, and Mr. DORGAN pertaining to the
introduction of S. 950 are printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements on In-
troduced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’)

———————

BIPARTISAN SENATORIAL TRIP TO
JAPAN, TAIWAN, SOUTH KOREA,
AND CHINA

Mr. DAYTON. Mr. President, I want
to share some of my experiences over
the last 2 weeks as part of a bipartisan
delegation of Senators who traveled to
Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, and
China. Upon my return to Minnesota
last week, directly from Beijing, I
never had so many inquiries from peo-
ple meeting with me as to my health
and well-being. Fortunately, I assured
them I was not carrying SARS, which
is something to be taken obviously
very seriously.

The trip was led by our Senate ma-
jority leader BILL FRIST, and was led
extraordinarily well by him. I cannot
say enough to reflect my respect and
admiration for his demeanor, his lead-
ership, his poise, and his presence when
facing the heads of state when we had
these meetings in China, South Korea,
and Taiwan.

We may be Republicans and Demo-
crats, but occasionally we need to be
reminded that at our core all of us are
Americans. Ultimately, we all succeed
or we do not succeed together, and that
was certainly the spirit of this bipar-
tisan delegation of five Republican
Senators and three Democratic Sen-
ators. We got along very well. I do not
think there was a cross word among us.
We enjoyed very much the privilege of
representing the TUnited States of
America as we did, and I believe under
Senator FRIST’s leadership we did so
responsibly and hopefully honorably.

After careful consideration, at the
end of our trip, the principal reason we
decided to go through with our plans to
go to China was the opportunity it pre-
sented to meet with the new Chinese
leadership and particularly to discuss
the situation concerning North Korea’s
nuclear weapons program. We certainly
carefully considered and Senator
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FRIST, of course, being a doctor, was in
the forefront of considering very care-
fully the exposure we would have, the
risks that would be entailed in regard
to SARS. We took every possible pre-
caution. I washed my hands and face
more in 2 and a half days in Beijing
than I usually do in about 2 weeks in
Minnesota. So far, knock on wood, it
seems to have been effective.

As 1 said, we believed the oppor-
tunity to converse directly with the
new President of China, President Hu
Jintao, as well as the other new Chi-
nese leadership, and to press upon
them the urgency we felt about resolv-
ing the nuclear situation in North
Korea was worth that trip, and it
proved to be. I was pleasantly surprised
to learn that, in fact, China shares our
goal, as their leadership expressed sev-
eral times, to bring about a nuclear-
free Korean peninsula, and that posi-
tion which was stated by them was cor-
roborated by our Ambassador, Clark T.
Randt, Jr., who apparently was a class-
mate of the President who appointed
him, President Bush. Both of them, it
turns out, were fraternity brothers of
mine back in college.

I had a chance to reminisce with him.
He reassured all of us that the Chinese
Government had been very influential
in bringing North Korea to the negoti-
ating table last week, the trilateral
talks that commenced in Beijing. They
could have been more timely but at
least they are underway. Hopefully,
they will continue actively with the
top-level attention they certainly need.

It was a signal of a great opportunity
to work in partnership with the new
Chinese Government to reach the
shared objective of ridding North Korea
of its nuclear weapons and to create a
nuclear-free Korean peninsula. What a
great way to build a partnership for
the next 10, 20 years, which is what this
Government in China now professes it
wants with the United States. Presi-
dent Hu said himself their primary ob-
jective for the next two decades is to
increase and expand the economic
progress that has been made in their
country, to raise the standard of living
of more and more of their citizens
through the United States and other
foreign investment through additional
trade and economic growth there which
has been staggering in the last 10 to 15
years. As they pointed out, especially
in the middle and western parts of the
country, so much more needs to be
done to bring those areas up to the
eastern seaboard, mainland of China.

That, hopefully, will be their priority
and one that will serve to increase the
likelihood of peace and economic and
international security throughout the
world. There would be nothing we
could do that would be any more bene-
ficial to our national interests than to
encourage their economic progress and
to build a relationship that is eco-
nomic, that is cultural and social after
they have resolved their current health
crisis, and also provide the strong in-
fluence of both countries for peaceful
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resolution of the situation in North
Korea and others that will arise inevi-
tably in that part of the world.

They also stressed, as did the South
Korean and Taiwanese Governments,
the importance of peacefully resolving
the situation in North Korea. Anyone
who Dbelieves a military resolution
would be advisable should go over and
meet with the leaders of those three re-
spective countries—South Korea,
China, and Taiwan, and even in Japan,
as well. From the leadership with
whom we met there, there is no one in
that part of the world in responsible
positions who wants to see a military
threat or military action initiated
there.

There has been a great deal of eco-
nomic progress in the areas of South
Korea and Taiwan. While claiming to
suffer from the worldwide economic
slowdown, the rates of economic
growth they are realizing in those
countries, from 3.5- to 5-percent growth
annually, is something that certainly
this country and other nations in the
world would be delighted to achieve.
For them, that is a slowdown, creating
unemployment they have not had here-
tofore and economic and social prob-
lems and welfare and safety net prob-
lems they have not had to deal with for
the last decade.

They also have a vital stake in hav-
ing North Korea’s nuclear program
eliminated, as the President has said
properly so, but continued so in a way
that does not threaten the security and
the stability of that region of the
world.

We also had the opportunity to travel
to the demilitarized zone between
North Korea and South Korea and had
dinner with the 2nd Army Division—
‘“‘second to none’ is one of their mot-
tos, and appropriately so. They are sec-
ond to none in their dedication and
courage and commitment for being
there. We stood right there on the DMZ
and looked, as they do night after
night, across the border. Another
motto of theirs is ‘‘fight tonight.”
They are in a constant State of readi-
ness and alert, and all Americans
should be mindful and respectful and
enormously grateful to those brave
men and women who put their lives on
the line day and night, one after the
other, without the kind of recognition
their compatriots get in other parts of
the globe—just as well trained, just as
well prepared, every bit as willing to
stand and defend the beacon of freedom
in Korea as our forces have done so
outstandingly in Iraq and previously in
Afghanistan and anywhere else in the
world.

That is a reminder, once again, that
freedom is priceless, but it is not free.
It has to be won and preserved through
dedication of the brave men and women
in the 2nd Army Division. And to all of
them, and their leader, GEN Leon
LaPorte, commander of the United
States forces in Korea, we all have the
utmost respect and admiration.

It reminded me why I introduced,
along with Senator SESSIONS last year,
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legislation that would provide for fi-
nancial incentive for troops involved,
particularly those who reenlist in areas
of the world such as Korea where they
are separated from their families for
long periods of time. It is one of the
most difficult places in the military,
we are told by the commanders, in
which to recruit and especially re-re-
cruit men and women to serve terms of
duty because of the hardships, because
of the additional costs that have to be
borne because usually their families
are left behind and that involves two
parallel tracks of expenses—separation
and phone bills. Senator SESSIONS and I
proposed an income tax exemption for
troops who serve in far-flung areas of
the world such as Korea. I will renew
my efforts this year to see that legisla-
tion enacted because it is the least we
can do and the least that is deserved by
these brave men and women.

The commanders in those areas have
asserted it would be invaluable in re-
cruiting efforts.

I see the real leader and the com-
mander of the Senate when it comes to
the Armed Services, my very distin-
guished chairman of the committee on
which I am proud to serve, the chair-
man of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, the Senator from Virginia.

I yield the floor.

Mr. WARNER. Before my colleague
departs, I commend him for the inter-
est the Senator has taken in the men
and women of the Armed Forces, the
national security policy of this country
as a Member of the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee. Well done, sir.

I have been privileged to be on that
committee now, this being my 25th
year in the Senate, and the personal re-
wards from it for the association that
the Senator has as a member of the
committee with the men and women in
uniform is beyond expectation. I thank
the Senator for his service.

(The remarks of Mr. WARNER and Mr.
DAYTON pertaining to the introduction
of S. 951 are located in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Statements on Introduced Bills
and Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. WARNER. I thank the Presiding
Officer for his courtesies, and I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

DIGITAL AND WIRELESS NETWORK
TECHNOLOGY ACT OF 2003

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
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Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of S. 196. The clerk will state the
bill by title.
The legislative clerk read as follows:
A Dbill (S. 196) to establish a digital and
wireless network technology program, and
for other purposes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
committee amendments are agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 532

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I send an
amendment to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the amend-
ment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Virginia [Mr. ALLEN], for
himself, Mr. HOLLINGS, and Mr. MCcCAIN, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 532.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that further read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To ensure that the assistance is fo-
cused on supporting science, mathematics,
engineering, and technology at eligible in-
stitutions, and provide for appropriate re-
view of grant proposals)

On page 2, strike lines 2 and 3, and insert
the following:

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Minority
Serving Institution Digital and Wireless
Technology Opportunity Act of 2003°.

On page 2, line 6, insert ‘“‘Minority Serving
Institution” before ‘“Digital”’.

On page 2, line 7, strike ‘“‘Network”’.

On page 3, strike lines 1 through 5, and in-
sert the following:

(2) to develop and provide educational serv-
ices, including faculty development, related
to science, mathematics, engineering, or
technology;

On page 3, line 18, after ‘‘development’ in-
sert ‘‘in science, mathematics, engineering,
or technology’’.

On page 4, line 18, after ‘‘accept’ insert
“‘and review”’.

On page 4, line 24, strike ‘‘section 3.”” and
insert section 3, and for reviewing and evalu-
ating proposals submitted to the program.’.

On page 5, line 7, after ‘‘issues.” insert
‘“‘Any panel assembled to review a proposal
submitted to the program shall include
members from minority serving institutions.
Program review criteria shall include consid-
eration of—

(1) demonstrated need for assistance under
this Act; and

(2) diversity among the types of institu-
tions receiving assistance under this Act.”.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the managers’
amendment be agreed to on S. 196.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment (No. 532) was agreed
to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will be 1 hour for debate to be equally
divided by the Senator from Virginia,
Mr. ALLEN, and the ranking member,
with 5 minutes of the time under ma-
jority control for the Senator from Ari-
zona, Mr. MCcCAIN.
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The Senator from Virginia is recog-
nized.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, Senator
McCAIN, the chairman of the Com-
merce Committee, is tied up right now,
but I thank him for his thoughtful
leadership and his continued effort and
dedication on this important bipar-
tisan measure.

I rise today to respectfully urge my
colleagues to support S. 196, the minor-
ity-serving institution Digital and
Wireless Technology Opportunity Act
of 2003. This legislation will provide
vital resources to address the tech-
nology gap that exists at many minor-
ity-serving institutions. It establishes
a new grant program within the Na-
tional Science Foundation that pro-
vides annually for 5 years up to $250
million to help historically black col-
leges and universities, Hispanic serving
institutions, and tribal colleges to
close what is often called the digital
divide, when, in fact, what it really is
is an ‘‘economic opportunity divide.”’

Since the days before I was elected to
the Senate, my goal was to look for
ways to improve education and em-
power all our young people, regardless
of race, ethnicity, gender, religious be-
liefs, or their economic background, so
that they can compete and succeed in
life.

Additionally, I strongly believe we
need to embrace the advancements and
innovations in technology—especially
as a means to provide greater opportu-
nities or security for Americans.

In my view, increasing access to
technology provides our young people
with an important tool for success,
both in the classroom and in the work-
force.

We all know that the best jobs in the
future will go to those who are the best
prepared. However, I am increasingly
concerned that when it comes to high-
technology jobs, which pay higher
wages, this country runs the risk of
economically limiting many college
students in our society. It is important
for all Americans that we close this op-
portunity gap.

Now, we know the demand for work-
ers with skills in science and tech-
nology continues to grow. Unfortu-
nately, since 1996, the number of bach-
elor degrees awarded in the physical
sciences has dropped 29 percent, mathe-
matics is down 19 percent, and engi-
neering is down 21 percent.

We also know that information tech-
nology companies are still relying on
H-1B visas and using foreign workers
to fill important IT jobs and positions.
I want to be clear that I am not against
legal immigration, but I say let’s prop-
erly educate and train Americans so
they can get those good high-tech-
nology jobs.

Now, minority-serving institutions,
when one looks at them, still lack de-
sired information and digital tech-
nology infrastructure in many cases. I
encourage my colleagues to read the
Commerce Committee report findings
on minority-serving institutions’ tech-
nology deficiencies.
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