April 10, 2003

Mr. President, | am aware that there
are space constraints at Arlington.
However, the memorial we are calling
for would encompass a limited area—
approximately the size of two burial
plots. This would allow for enough
space to pay proper respect to these
American heroes. The legislation we
are introducing today urges the Army
to locate and allocate such space.

I encourage my colleagues to join
Senators GREGG, SNOWE, COLLINS and
me in honoring these individuals by
supporting this measure, and | ask for
its speedy consideration by the Senate.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. President, | ask unanimous con-
sent that an editorial from the April
6th edition of Dover, New Hampshire’s
Foster’s Sunday Citizen titled ‘““Build a
Memorial to the Thresher’” be included
in the RECORD at the conclusion of my
remarks.

BUILD A MEMORIAL TO HONOR THRESHER

As the most powerful military force ever
to navigate the seas, the invincibility of to-
day’s United States Navy is the sum of myr-
iad successes and tragic failures throughout
its history.

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard has
played as big a part—if not bigger—in the
Navy’s evolution as any other entity. The
yard and the residents of our region can be
proud of contributions made here over more
than two centuries to the evolution of our
national defense at sea.

That is why it is important for us to pre-
serve the memory of the USS Thresher and
her crew, all of whom perished on April 10,
1963, in the deep ocean.

The preservation of that memory was the
reason why people gathered at the shipyard
on Saturday. They wanted to remember the
boat and her crew—96 sailors, 16 officers and
17 employees of the shipyard.

Besides the New Hampshire and Maine con-
gressional delegations, many in attendance
were relatives of those who perished and
whose sacrifice resulted in monumental
changes to the way submarines after 1963
were constructed for the U.S. Navy.

As a result, it is entirely appropriate for
the delegation to call for the construction of
a memorial to the USS Thresher and her
crew at Arlington National Cemetery. Given
the magnitude of the Thresher’s contribu-
tions to submarine safety during the past 40
years, it is difficult not to support such a
project.

As a result of their sacrifice, the SubSafe
program was created. Regulations on hull in-
tegrity and pressure-related components for
submarines were strengthened. The sinking
of the Thresher has resulted in the lives of
countless submariners being saved because of
safety improvement to the vessels they
worked on.

Since the Thresher, not one submarine has
been lost under similar circumstances.

The USS Thresher was the harbinger of the
awesome attack submarines we have today
to protect our shores and interests abroad.
The debt we owe to the crew and civilians
who accepted—on our nation’s behalf—the
hazards of living and working under water
cannot be repaid.

Building a memorial to preserve their
memory and contributions is the best we are
able to do.

———
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 529. Mr. HATCH (for Mr. GRASSLEY (for
himself, Mr. BAucus, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DUR-
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BIN, Mr GREGG, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. FEINGOLD,
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. ROCKFELLER, Mr. SANTORUM,
Mr. LEAHY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
CORZINE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. TALENT, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. SPECTER, and Mr. DASCHLE)
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 1584,
to implement effective measures to stop
trade in conflict diamonds, and for other
purposes.

SA 530. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. CHAM-
BLISS) proposed an amendment to the bill S.
783, to expedite the granting of posthumous
citizenship to members of the United States
Armed Forces.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 529. Mr. HATCH (for Mr. GRASS-
LEY (for himself, Mr. BAucus, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. GREGG, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Ms. SNOWE,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
CORZINE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. TALENT, Ms.
LANDRIEU, Mr. SPECTER, and Mr.
DASCHLE)) proposed an amendment to
the bill H.R. 1584, to implement effec-
tive measures to stop trade in conflict
diamonds, and for other purposes; as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Clean Dia-
mond Trade Act”’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Funds derived from the sale of rough
diamonds are being used by rebels and state
actors to finance military activities, over-
throw legitimate governments, subvert
international efforts to promote peace and
stability, and commit horrifying atrocities
against unarmed civilians. During the past
decade, more than 6,500,000 people from Si-
erra Leone, Angola, and the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo have been driven from
their homes by wars waged in large part for
control of diamond mining areas. A million
of these are refugees eking out a miserable
existence in neighboring countries, and tens
of thousands have fled to the United States.
Approximately 3,700,000 people have died dur-
ing these wars.

(2) The countries caught in this fighting
are home to nearly 70,000,000 people whose
societies have been torn apart not only by
fighting but also by terrible human rights
violations.

(3) Human rights and humanitarian advo-
cates, the diamond trade as represented by
the World Diamond Council, and the United
States Government have been working to
block the trade in conflict diamonds. Their
efforts have helped to build a consensus that
action is urgently needed to end the trade in
conflict diamonds.

(4) The United Nations Security Council
has acted at various times under chapter VII
of the Charter of the United Nations to ad-
dress threats to international peace and se-
curity posed by conflicts linked to diamonds.
Through these actions, it has prohibited all
states from exporting weapons to certain
countries affected by such conflicts. It has
further required all states to prohibit the di-
rect and indirect import of rough diamonds
from Sierra Leone unless the diamonds are
controlled under specified certificate of ori-
gin regimes and to prohibit absolutely the
direct and indirect import of rough diamonds
from Liberia.

(5) In response, the United States imple-
mented sanctions restricting the importa-
tion of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone to
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those diamonds accompanied by specified
certificates of origin and fully prohibiting
the importation of rough diamonds from Li-
beria. The United States is now taking fur-
ther action against trade in conflict dia-
monds.

(6) Without effective action to eliminate
trade in conflict diamonds, the trade in le-
gitimate diamonds faces the threat of a con-
sumer backlash that could damage the
economies of countries not involved in the
trade in conflict diamonds and penalize
members of the legitimate trade and the peo-
ple they employ. To prevent that, South Af-
rica and more than 30 other countries are in-
volved in working, through the ‘““Kimberley
Process’, toward devising a solution to this
problem. As the consumer of a majority of
the world’s supply of diamonds, the United
States has an obligation to help sever the
link between diamonds and conflict and
press for implementation of an effective so-
lution.

(7) Failure to curtail the trade in conflict
diamonds or to differentiate between the
trade in conflict diamonds and the trade in
legitimate diamonds could have a severe
negative impact on the legitimate diamond
trade in countries such as Botswana, Na-
mibia, South Africa, and Tanzania.

(8) Initiatives of the United States seek to
resolve the regional conflicts in sub-Saharan
Africa which facilitate the trade in conflict
diamonds.

(9) The Interlaken Declaration on the Kim-
berley Process Certification Scheme for
Rough Diamonds of November 5, 2002, states
that Participants will ensure that measures
taken to implement the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme for Rough Diamonds
will be consistent with international trade
rules.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’”” means the Committee on Ways
and Means and the Committee on Inter-
national Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Committee on Finance
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate.

(2) CONTROLLED THROUGH THE KIMBERLEY
PROCESS CERTIFICATION SCHEME.—AN impor-
tation or exportation of rough diamonds is
“‘controlled through the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme” if it is an importation
from the territory of a Participant or expor-
tation to the territory of a Participant of
rough diamonds that is—

(A) carried out in accordance with the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, as
set forth in regulations promulgated by the
President; or

(B) controlled under a system determined
by the President to meet substantially the
standards, practices, and procedures of the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme.

(3) EXPORTING AUTHORITY.—The term ‘“‘ex-
porting authority’” means 1 or more entities
designated by a Participant from whose ter-
ritory a shipment of rough diamonds is being
exported as having the authority to validate
the Kimberley Process Certificate.

(4) IMPORTING AUTHORITY.—The term “‘im-
porting authority’” means 1 or more entities
designated by a Participant into whose terri-
tory a shipment of rough diamonds is im-
ported as having the authority to enforce the
laws and regulations of the Participant regu-
lating imports, including the verification of
the Kimberley Process Certificate accom-
panying the shipment.

(5) KIMBERLEY PROCESS CERTIFICATE.—The
term ““Kimberley Process Certificate’” means
a forgery resistant document of a Partici-
pant that demonstrates that an importation
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or exportation of rough diamonds has been
controlled through the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme and contains the min-
imum elements set forth in Annex | to the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme.

(6) KIMBERLEY PROCESS CERTIFICATION
SCHEME.—The term ‘““Kimberley Process Cer-
tification Scheme’ means those standards,
practices, and procedures of the inter-
national certification scheme for rough dia-
monds presented in the document entitled
“Kimberley Process Certification Scheme”
referred to in the Interlaken Declaration on
the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
for Rough Diamonds of November 5, 2002.

(7) PARTICIPANT.—The term “‘Participant”
means a state, customs territory, or regional
economic integration organization identified
by the Secretary of State.

(8) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’” means an
individual or entity.

(9) ROUGH DIAMOND.—The term ‘‘rough dia-
mond’ means any diamond that is unworked
or simply sawn, cleaved, or bruted and clas-
sifiable under subheading 7102.10, 7102.21, or
7102.31 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States.

(10) UNITED STATES.—The term ‘“‘United
States’, when used in the geographic sense,
means the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and any commonwealth, territory,
or possession of the United States.

(11) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
“United States person’” means—

(A) any United States citizen or any alien
admitted for permanent residence into the
United States;

(B) any entity organized under the laws of
the United States or any jurisdiction within
the United States (including its foreign
branches); and

(C) any person in the United States.

SEC. 4. MEASURES FOR THE IMPORTATION AND
EXPORTATION OF ROUGH DIA-
MONDS.

(a) PROHIBITION.—The President shall pro-
hibit the importation into, or exportation
from, the United States of any rough dia-
mond, from whatever source, that has not
been controlled through the Kimberley Proc-
ess Certification Scheme.

(b) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
requirements set forth in subsection (a) with
respect to a particular country for periods of
not more than 1 year each, if, with respect to
each such waiver—

(1) the President determines and reports to
the appropriate congressional committees
that such country is taking effective steps to
implement the Kimberley Process Certifi-
cation Scheme; or

(2) the President determines that the waiv-
er is in the national interests of the United
States, and reports such determination to
the appropriate congressional committees,
together with the reasons therefor.

SEC. 5. REGULATORY AND OTHER AUTHORITY.

(@) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-
ized to and shall as necessary issue such
proclamations, regulations, licenses, and or-
ders, and conduct such investigations, as
may be necessary to carry out this Act.

(b) RECORDKEEPING.—ANy United States
person seeking to export from or import into
the United States any rough diamonds shall
keep a full record of, in the form of reports
or otherwise, complete information relating
to any act or transaction to which any prohi-
bition imposed under section 4(a) applies.
The President may require such person to
furnish such information under oath, includ-
ing the production of books of account,
records, contracts, letters, memoranda, or
other papers, in the custody or control of
such person.

(c) OVERSIGHT.—The President shall re-
quire the appropriate Government agency to
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conduct annual reviews of the standards,
practices, and procedures of any entity in
the United States that issues Kimberley
Process Certificates for the exportation from
the United States of rough diamonds to de-
termine whether such standards, practices,
and procedures are in accordance with the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme.
The President shall transmit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on
each annual review under this subsection.

SEC. 6. IMPORTING AND EXPORTING AUTHORI-

TIES.

(@) IN THE UNITED STATES.—For purposes of
this Act—

(1) the importing authority shall be the
United States Bureau of Customs and Border
Protection or, in the case of a territory or
possession of the United States with its own
customs administration, analogous officials;
and

(2) the exporting authority shall be the Bu-
reau of the Census.

(b) OF OTHER COUNTRIES.—The President
shall publish in the Federal Register a list of
all Participants, and all exporting authori-
ties and importing authorities of Partici-
pants. The President shall update the list as
necessary.

SEC. 7. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

The Congress supports the policy that the
President shall take appropriate steps to
promote and facilitate the adoption by the
international community of the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme implemented
under this Act.

SEC. 8. ENFORCEMENT.

(@) IN GENERAL.—INn addition to the en-
forcement provisions set forth in subsection
(b)—

(1) a civil penalty of not to exceed $10,000
may be imposed on any person who violates,
or attempts to violate, any license, order, or
regulation issued under this Act; and

(2) whoever willfully violates, or willfully
attempts to violate, any license, order, or
regulation issued under this Act shall, upon
conviction, be fined not more than $50,000,
or, if a natural person, may be imprisoned
for not more than 10 years, or both; and any
officer, director, or agent of any corporation
who willfully participates in such violation
may be punished by a like fine, imprison-
ment, or both.

(b) IMPORT VIOLATIONS.—Those customs
laws of the United States, both civil and
criminal, including those laws relating to
seizure and forfeiture, that apply to articles
imported in violation of such laws shall
apply with respect to rough diamonds im-
ported in violation of this Act.

(c) AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE.—The United
States Bureau of Customs and Border Pro-
tection and the United States Bureau of Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement are au-
thorized, as appropriate, to enforce the pro-
visions of subsection (a) and to enforce the
laws and regulations governing exports of
rough diamonds, including with respect to
the validation of the Kimberley Process Cer-
tificate by the exporting authority.

SEC. 9. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.

The President may direct the appropriate
agencies of the United States Government to
make available technical assistance to coun-
tries seeking to implement the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme.

SEC. 10. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) ONGOING PROCESs.—It is the sense of
the Congress that the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme, officially launched on
January 1, 2003, is an ongoing process. The
President should work with Participants to
strengthen the Kimberley Process Certifi-
cation Scheme through the adoption of
measures for the sharing of statistics on the
production of and trade in rough diamonds,
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and for monitoring the effectiveness of the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme in
stemming trade in diamonds the importation
or exportation of which is not controlled
through the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme.

(b) STATISTICS AND REPORTING.—It is the
sense of the Congress that under Annex 11l to
the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme,
Participants recognized that reliable and
comparable data on the international trade
in rough diamonds are an essential tool for
the effective implementation of the Kim-
berley Process Certification Scheme. There-
fore, the executive branch should continue
to—

(1) keep and publish statistics on imports
and exports of rough diamonds under sub-
headings 7102.10.00, 7102.21, and 7102.31.00 of
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States;

(2) make these statistics available for anal-
ysis by interested parties and by Partici-
pants; and

(3) take a leadership role in negotiating a
standardized methodology among Partici-
pants for reporting statistics on imports and
exports of rough diamonds.

SEC. 11. KIMBERLEY PROCESS IMPLEMENTATION
COORDINATING COMMITTEE.

The President shall establish a Kimberley
Process Implementation Coordinating Com-
mittee to coordinate the implementation of
this Act. The Committee shall be composed
of the following individuals or their des-
ignees:

(1) The Secretary of the Treasury and the
Secretary of State, who shall be co-chair-
persons.

(2) The Secretary of Commerce.

(3) The United States Trade Representa-
tive.

(4) The Secretary of Homeland Security.

(5) A representative of any other agency
the President deems appropriate.

SEC. 12. REPORTS.

(&) ANNUAL REePORTS.—Not later than 1
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act and every 12 months thereafter for such
period as this Act is in effect, the President
shall transmit to the Congress a report—

(1) describing actions taken by countries
that have exported rough diamonds to the
United States during the preceding 12-month
period to control the exportation of the dia-
monds through the Kimberley Process Cer-
tification Scheme;

(2) describing whether there is statistical
information or other evidence that would in-
dicate efforts to circumvent the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme, including cut-
ting rough diamonds for the purpose of cir-
cumventing the Kimberley Process Certifi-
cation Scheme;

(3) identifying each country that, during
the preceding 12-month period, exported
rough diamonds to the United States and
was exporting rough diamonds not controlled
through the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme, if the failure to do so has signifi-
cantly increased the likelihood that those
diamonds not so controlled are being im-
ported into the United States; and

(4) identifying any problems or obstacles
encountered in the implementation of this
Act or the Kimberly Process Certification
Scheme.

(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS.—For each coun-
try identified in subsection (a)(3), the Presi-
dent, during such period as this Act is in ef-
fect, shall, every 6 months after the initial
report in which the country was identified,
transmit to the Congress a report that ex-
plains what actions have been taken by the
United States or such country since the pre-
vious report to ensure that diamonds the ex-
portation of which was not controlled
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through the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme are not being imported from that
country into the United States. The require-
ment to issue a semiannual report with re-
spect to a country under this subsection
shall remain in effect until such time as the
country is controlling the importation and
exportation of rough diamonds through the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme.
SEC. 13. GAO REPORT.

Not later than 24 months after the effec-
tive date of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall transmit a re-
port to the Congress on the effectiveness of
the provisions of this Act in preventing the
importation or exportation of rough dia-
monds that is prohibited under section 4.
The Comptroller General shall include in the
report any recommendations on any modi-
fications to this Act that may be necessary.
SEC. 14. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITIES.

The President may delegate the duties and
authorities under this Act to such officers,
officials, departments, or agencies of the
United States Government as the President
deems appropriate.

SEC. 15. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date on
which the President certifies to the Congress
that—

(1) an applicable waiver that has been
granted by the World Trade Organization is
in effect; or

(2) an applicable decision in a resolution

adopted by the United Nations Security
Council pursuant to Chapter VII of the Char-
ter of the United Nations is in effect.
This Act shall thereafter remain in effect
during those periods in which, as certified by
the President to the Congress, an applicable
waiver or decision referred to in paragraph
(1) or (2) is in effect.

SA 530. Mr. McCONNELL (for Mr.
CHAMBLISS) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 783, to expedite the granting
of posthumous citizenship to members
of the United States Armed Forces; as
follows:

On page 2, strike lines 1 through 7, and in-
sert the following:

““(c) REQUESTS FOR POSTHUMOUS CITIZEN-
SHIP.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A request for the grant-
ing of posthumous citizenship to a person de-
scribed in subsection (b) may be filed on be-
half of that person—

“(A) upon locating the next-of-kin, and if
so requested by the next-of-kin, by the Sec-
retary of Defense or the Secretary’s designee
with the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services in the Department of Home-
land Security immediately upon the death of
that person; or

““(B) by the next-of-kin.

“(2) APPROVAL.—The Director of the Bu-
reau of Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices shall approve a request for posthumous
citizenship filed by the next-of-kin in accord-
ance with paragraph (1)(B) if—

“(A) the request is filed not later than 2
years after—

‘(i) the date of enactment of this section;
or

““(ii) the date of the person’s death;

whichever date is later;

““(B) the request is accompanied by a duly
authenticated certificate from the executive
department under which the person served
which states that the person satisfied the re-
quirements of paragraphs (1) and (2) of sub-
section (b); and

““(C) the Director finds that the person sat-
isfied the requirement of subsection (b)(3).”’;
and

On page 2, after line 22, insert the fol-
lowing:
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(c) EFFecTivE DATE.—This Act and the
amendments made by this Act shall take ef-
fect as if enacted on September 11, 2001.

———
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 10, 2003, at
10:15 a.m., in open and possibly closed
session, to receive testimony on the
military implications of NATO en-
largement and on post-conflict Iraq.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 10, 2003, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on ‘‘Recent Developments in
Hedge Funds.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Thursday April 10, 2003, at 10 a.m.,
on FAA Reauthorization.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate, on Thursday,
April 10 at 10 a.m. to consider com-
prehensive energy legislation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet on during the session of
the Senate, on Thursday April 10, 2003,
at 9:30 a.m. to hold a Business Meeting.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 10, 2003 to
hold a Business Meeting (to pass out
nominations) after the first rollcall
vote.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection. it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs be au-
thorized to meet on Thursday, April 10,
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2003 at 9:30 a.m. to consider the nomi-
nation of Peter Eide to be General
Counsel for the Federal Labor Rela-
tions Authority.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection. it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs be au-
thorized to meet on Thursday, April 10,
2003 at 11 a.m. for a hearing entitled
“Prosecuting Iragi War Crimes: A Con-
sideration of the Different Forum Op-
tions.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection. it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, 1 ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet for
a hearing on Putting the Teaching of
American History and Civics Back in
the Classroom during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 10, 2003 at 9
a.m. in SD-430.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection. it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Thursday, April 10, 2003, at
9:30 a.m. in Room 485 of the Russell
Senate Office Building to conduct a
business meeting to mark up pending
committee legislation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, April 10, 2003, for
a markup on the nominations of Bruce
E. Kasold to be Judge, U.S. Court of
Appeals for Veterans Claims, and John
W. Nicholson to be Under Secretary for
Memorial Affairs, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. The meeting will take
place in the Senate Reception Room in
the Capitol after the first rollcall vote
after noon on April 10, 2003.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, 1 ask
unanimous consent that the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee be authorized to con-
duct a hearing in Room 562 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building, Thursday,
April 10, 2003, from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Thank you.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES, WILDLIFE, AND

WATER

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and
Water be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, April 10 at 9:30 a.m. to examine
the designation of critical habitat
under the Endangered Species Act.
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