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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003 at
2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on Traf-
ficking in Women and Children in East
Asia and Beyond: A Review of U.S. Pol-
icy.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003 at 3
p.m. to hold a hearing on Africa Nomi-
nations.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003 at
4:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on Europe
Nominations.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, April
9, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing enti-
tled ““Investing in Homeland Security,
Challenges on the Front Line.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Affairs be au-
thorized to met on Wednesda, April 9,
2003 at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing entitled
“Investing in Homeland Security,
Challenges on the Front Line.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet in
Executive Session during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003.
The following agenda will be consid-
ered:

Agenda

S. 754, The Improved Vaccine Afford-
ability and Availability Act.

Any nominees that have been cleared
for action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at
10 a.m. in Room 485 of the Hart Senate
Office Building to conduct a hearing on
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S. 285, to authorize the integration and
consolidation of alcohol and substance
abuse programs and services provided
by Indian tribal governments, and for
other purposes; S. 558, a bill to elevate
the Director of the Indian Health Serv-
ice to be Assistant Secretary for Indian
Health, and for other purposes; and S.
555, to establish the Native American
Health and Wellness Foundation, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate for a
roundtable entitled ““SBA Re-Author-
ization: Non-Credit Programs’” and
other matters on Wednesday, April 9,
2003, beginning at 9 a.m. in room 428A
of the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at 9:30 a.m., in
open session and possibly closed ses-
sion, to receive testimony on the U.S.
Special Operations Command in review
of the defense authorization request for
fiscal year 2004.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at 2:30 p.m., in
open session to receive testimony on
the readiness of the military services
to conduct current operations and exe-
cute contingency plans in review of the
defense authorization request for fiscal
year 2004.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

NO. 32

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
in executive session, | ask unanimous
consent that on Friday, April 11, the
Senate proceed, at a time determined
by the majority leader, after consulta-
tion with the Democratic leader, to ex-
ecutive session for the consideration,
for debate only, of Calendar No. 32, the
nomination of Jeffrey Sutton to be
U.S. Circuit Judge for the Sixth Cir-
cuit. | further ask unanimous consent
that following debate on that day, the
nomination be set aside and the Senate
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resume consideration of the nomina-
tion on Monday, April 28, for debate
only. Further, I ask unanimous con-
sent that following debate on Monday,
the nomination be set aside, and on
Tuesday, April 29, at a time determined
by the majority leader, after consulta-
tion with the Democratic leader, the
Senate proceed to a vote on the con-
firmation of the nomination, with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
objection?

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. President, we appreciate the
majority working with us on this nom-
ination. 1 am sure it is conversely ap-
preciated, our working with them on
this nomination. The majority leader
indicated he had the intention of filing
cloture on this nomination today. We
have been able to work out an arrange-
ment, so this will be unnecessary.

I only ask that when the majority
leader sets a time on Tuesday, he give
some consideration to having the vote
after the time set for our party cau-
cuses.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, |
say to my friend from Nevada, we will
be glad to take that under advisement
and discuss that possibility.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NUTRIA ERADICATION AND
CONTROL ACT OF 2003

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 273, just received from the
House and which is now at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 273) to provide for the eradi-
cation and control of nutria in Maryland and
Louisiana.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the bill at
this time?

Mr. REID. Mr. President, | have no
objection to proceeding to the measure,
but 1 ask the distinguished majority
whip, is this the rat eradication bill?

Mr. McCCONNELL. The nutria eradi-
cation bill.

Mr. REID.
cation?

Mr. MCCONNELL. It certainly is.

Mr. REID. Yes, | think so.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, this
legislation would reauthorize and ex-
pand the Nutria Control Project estab-
lished under Public Law 105-322 to help
address the non-native rodent nutria
which is destroying wetlands and valu-
able habitat at and around Blackwater
National Wildlife Refuge on the East-
ern Shore of Maryland and in Lou-
isiana. Sponsored by my colleague,
Representative WAYNE GILCHREST, the
legislation authorizes $4 million in
grant assistance to the State of Mary-
land and $2 million to the State of Lou-
isiana for each of the next 5 fiscal
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years to help alleviate this invasive
problem.

Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
and its surrounding wetlands are being
threatened by the prolific and highly
invasive non-indigenous species nutria
which is destroying the tidal marshes
and even displacing other native spe-
cies. Over the past three decades, the
population of nutria in Maryland has
grown exponentially from about 150 to
as many as 150,000—a thousand fold in-
crease. During that same period,
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge
has lost more than 40 percent of its
marshes—approximately 7000 of 17,000
acres—due, in large part, to nutria. As
nutria population densities continue to
increase, so does the range of the crea-
ture and its associated ecological dam-
age. According to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, every Maryland coun-
ty south of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge
on both the eastern and western shores
has reported nutria. Without action,
resource managers believe that valu-
able habitat will continue to be lost at
an accelerated rate, numerous fish and
wildlife resources will be impacted, and
the range and distribution of this
invasive species will continue to ex-
pand.

In 1998, the Congress enacted legisla-
tion Public Law 105-322—authorizing
$2.9 million for a 3-year pilot project
designed to develop techniques to con-
trol nutria populations and to restore
degraded marsh habitat. Over the past
3 years, approximately $2 million has
been appropriated for studies of the re-
productive capacity of the species,
methods to eradicate nutria popu-
lations, and prospects for restoring
wetlands destroyed by the critter along
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. The author-
ization expired in September 2002, and
new legislation is needed to move to
the next phase of a control and ulti-
mately an eradication program. Re-
sults of the project in phase Il are ex-
pected to be applicable throughout the
range of nutria in North America,
which includes 15 States and poten-
tially over 1 million acres of marsh
habitat on national wildlife refuges.

This legislation authorizes the Fed-
eral funds necessary to carry out the
program. | urge adoption of the legisla-
tion.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be read three
times, passed, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and that any
statements relating thereto be printed
in the RECORD, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 273) was read the third
time and passed.

——
NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. Res. 112,
which was submitted earlier today by
Senators MURKOWSKI and AKAKA.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 112) designating April
11th, 2003, as National Youth Service Day,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, |
rise in support of S. Res. 112, a resolu-
tion that requests the President of the
United States to designate April 11,
2003 as ‘““National Youth Service Day,”
acknowledges the remarkable commu-
nity service efforts of youth today, and
encourages all people to recognize and
support the significance of these con-
tributions.

NYSD is a public awareness and edu-
cation campaign that highlights the
extraordinary contributions that
young people make to their commu-
nities throughout the year. On this
day, youth from across the United
States and the world will carry out
community service projects in areas
ranging from hunger to literacy to the
environment. NYSD is the largest serv-
ice event in the world with over three
million participants. NYSD brings a di-
verse group of local, regional, and na-
tional partners together to support and
promote youth service.

As a mother of two young sons, | un-
derstand the importance of recognizing
and supporting the positive contribu-
tions that youth make to our country
and the world each and every day. It is
imperative to keep young people active
and motivated, and instilled with a
sense of community responsibility.
Volunteer work gives youth an outlet
to gain this responsibility, and to learn
valuable skills that are essential to
personal and academic achievement.

I thank my colleagues—Senators
AKAKA, BAuUcuUs, BIDEN, BROWNBACK,
BUNNING, CAMPBELL, CLINTON, COCH-
RAN, CoLLINS, DEWINE, DOMENICI, DUR-
BIN, JOHNSON, KENNEDY, LANDRIEU,
LUGAR, MIKULSKI, MURRAY, and STE-
VENS—for co-sponsoring this worth-
while legislation, which will ensure
that youth across the country and the
world know that all of their hard work
is greatly appreciated.

Mr. McCCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
thereto be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 112

Whereas National Youth Service Day is an
annual public awareness and education cam-
paign that highlights the amazing contribu-
tions that young people make to their com-
munities throughout the year;

Whereas the goals of National Youth Serv-
ice Day are to mobilize youths to identify
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and address the needs of their communities
through service, recruit the next generation
of volunteers, and educate the public about
the contributions young people make as
community leaders throughout the year;

Whereas young people in the United States
are volunteering more than has any genera-
tion in American history;

Whereas the ongoing contributions young
people make to their communities through-
out the year should be recognized and en-
couraged;

Whereas young people should be viewed as
the hope not only of tomorrow, but of today,
and should be valued for the inherent ideal-
ism, energy, creativity, and commitment
that they employ in addressing the needs of
their communities;

Whereas there is a fundamental and abso-
lute correlation between youth service and
lifelong adult volunteering and philan-
thropy;

Whereas, through volunteer service and re-
lated learning opportunities, young people
build character and learn valuable skills, in-
cluding time management, teamwork, needs-
assessment, and leadership, that are sought
by employers;

Whereas service-learning, an innovative
teaching method combining service to the
community with classroom curriculum, is a
proven strategy to increase academic
achievement;

Whereas National Youth Service Day was
first organized in 1988 by Youth Service
America and the Campus Outreach Oppor-
tunity League, and is now being observed in
2003 for the 15th consecutive year;

Whereas Youth Service America continues
to expand National Youth Service Day, now
engaging millions of young people nation-
wide with 50 Lead Agencies in nearly every
State to organize activities across the
United States;

Whereas Youth Service America has ex-
panded National Youth Service Day to in-
volve over 60 National Partners;

Whereas National Youth Service Day has
inspired Global Youth Service Day, which
occurs concurrently in 127 countries and is
now in its fourth year; and

Whereas young people will benefit greatly
from expanded opportunities to engage in
meaningful volunteer service: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. RECOGNITION AND ENCOURAGE-
MENT OF YOUTH COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE.

The Senate recognizes and commends the
significant contributions of American youth
and encourages the cultivation of a common
civic bond among young people dedicated to
serving their neighbors, their communities,
and the Nation.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY.

(a) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the President should des-
ignate April 11, 2003, as ‘‘National Youth
Service Day”.

(b) PROCLAMATION.—The Senate requests
the President to issue a proclamation—

(1) designating April 11, 2003, as ‘“National
Youth Service Day’’; and

(2) calling on the people of the United
States to—

(A) observe the day by encouraging and en-
gaging youth to participate in civic and com-
munity service projects;

(B) recognize the volunteer efforts of our
Nation’s young people throughout the year;
and

(C) support these efforts as an investment
in the future of our Nation.
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