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Zsaquez Johnson and Geiselle LaVonne
Johnson Edwards. His father Reverend
Johnson, pastor of Truevine Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, is a distin-
guished pastor and community leader
in the Mobile area, with whom I have
worked on projects to make Mobile a
better place for all. His family grieves
for their loss but take comfort in the
fact that he told his father, as he was
leaving to go to Kuwait, he knew God
was with him.

Private Johnson sacrificed his life for
the betterment of America. This nation
shall never forget all that he and many
others have given to our country. Our
prayers are that God will have mercy
on all those who come before him; also,
that he grant this family and the world
the true peace that passes all under-
standing.

——
CBO REPORT

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, at the
time Senate Report No. 108-21 was filed
for S. 212, High Plains Aquifer, the
Congressional Budget Office report was
not available. For the benefit of the
Members and the public, the following
link to the CBO report is: fip:/
ftp.cbo.gov/4lxx/docd123/s212.pdf.

———
MELTING GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, last week
the Detroit Police Department de-
stroyed 5,037 guns by taking them to
the Rouge Steel Company in Dearborn,
MI, and melting them into recycled
steel. Two dump trucks traveled under
guard to deliver the weapons, which ap-
parently included AK 47s, sawed off
shotguns, Uzis and machine guns, from
police headquarters to the steel plant.
At the plant, steelworkers melted the
firearms by pouring 2,600 degree molten
steel over them.

Detroit Police Chief Jerry Oliver said
that taking these guns out of circula-
tion will save lives. That is good news.
Last year alone, 26 children lost their
lives in incidents of gun violence in De-
troit. The Detroit Police Department
has been working hard to reduce gun
violence in the city. And every gun
that’s taken off the street helps make
this job a little bit easier.

The fight to reduce gun violence
must be waged on many fronts. We
need to keep guns out of the hands of
criminals, prevent children from gain-
ing access to firearms, and give law en-
forcement the resources they need to
thoroughly investigate gun-related
crimes. At the same time, we have to
vigorously prosecute criminals who
commit gun-related crimes.

We in the Senate should take up and
pass common sense gun safety legisla-
tion. And we need to provide adequate
resources to police departments. Unfor-
tunately, we are fighting an uphill bat-
tle. Common sense gun safety legisla-
tion is blocked by the National Rifle
Association and its allies. The Presi-
dent’s budget proposes massive cuts to
COPs and other critical law enforce-
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ment programs. And Attorney General
Ashcroft, while indicating the Bush
Administration’s support for the cur-
rent ban on assault weapons, recently
refused to support reauthorization of
the ban.

Melting those guns in Dearborn last
week was a welcome event for all of us
who care about reducing gun violence.
But it would surely have been better if
those guns had never made it onto the
street in the first place. Absent ade-
quate funding for police departments
and the passage of common sense legis-
lation to keep guns out of the hands of
criminals, I fear that truckloads of
guns will remain on our streets, in the
hands of criminals, threatening our
communities. I urge my colleagues to
join me in working to restore funding
for COPs, close the gun show loophole,
and reauthorize the assault weapons
ban this year.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO THE MT. CARMEL
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize Mt. Carmel Re-
gional Medical Center in Pittsburg, KS
for its 100 years of providing healthcare
services to the people of Crawford
County and the surrounding region.

From a handful of Sisters of St. Jo-
seph of Wichita and only a few doctors
a century ago to more than 800 employ-
ees, 200 volunteers and 50 physicians,
Mt. Carmel Regional Medical Center
has remained true to its founder’s di-
rective to ‘“Do all the good you can, to
all the people you can, in all the ways
that you can, and just as long as you
can.”

On a rainy April morning in 1903,
Mother Bernard Sheridan and five Sis-
ters answered a call to serve in a re-
gion where countless immigrant min-
ers and their families had flocked to
work in the coalfields, a place where
injury and illness were rampant. One of
the Sisters described the deplorable
conditions: ‘“When the miner’s wife or
children fell ill as a result of these un-
sanitary conditions, or when the miner
himself was carried out of the pit bro-
ken and bloody or overcome by gas or
powder fumes, there was no sickroom
but the hot, crowded, dust-covered, fly-
infested shack.” With faith and little
more than $5 in her pocket, Mother
Bernard opened a hospital to serve
those as they would ‘“‘that God should
deal with themselves and their loved
ones.”” The hospital was the first of
many healthcare ministries the Sisters
would later sponsor throughout Kan-
sas, Oklahoma, Colorado and Cali-
fornia.

The little hospital could accommo-
date 20 patients at the time of its open-
ing, and there was no paid staff. The
six women worked 7 days a week at-
tending to the nursing, cooking, laun-
dry, cleaning and minding of the fur-
nace. Eighteen-hour workdays were
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common, and when time allowed, the
sisters slept in the attic. To aid in the
hospital’s survival, the Sisters worked
out an agreement with the Santa Fe
Operating Companies to care for the
firm’s employees for $80 and 15 tons of
coal a month, an early example of man-
aged care. The Sisters also created
Kansas’ first prepaid hospital insur-
ance plan. For 25 cents a month, min-
ers and their families were assured hos-
pital care for as long as it was needed.
Moreover, addressing their own nursing
shortage, in 1904, the Sisters opened a
school of nursing which continued into
the 1970s when it was transformed into
the present day university nursing edu-
cation program.

Mr. President, 100 years later, Mt.
Carmel Regional Medical Center is a
state-of-the-art facility serving nine
counties of southeast Kansas, and it
continues to be a leader in meeting
community need with creativity and
innovation. Mt. Carmel has overcome
the early-day adversities of Kansas
blizzards and oven-hot winds, numer-
ous epidemics, war, drought, floods,
mine strikes and shutdowns; to present
day difficulties of escalating operating
costs, third party payer cutbacks and
work force shortages. So well did the
hospital adapt, that it was recognized
by the American Hospital Association
in 1991 as one of the three best hos-
pitals in the Nation to respond to the
changes in health care.

Mt. Carmel continues to meet the
needs of those it serves, identifying
health care issues and addressing them
with the same ingenuity and collabora-
tion its founder relied upon in the be-
ginning. It holds fast to its mission of
providing healthcare to all, regardless
of ability to pay. Mt. Carmel has ad-
dressed the region’s need for com-
prehensive cancer care with the cre-
ation of a certified community cancer
center; and it is now aggressively fight-
ing heart disease through the opening
of a regional heart center. It has col-
laborated with others to create high
quality, affordable childcare for work-
ing families and has provided acces-
sible healthcare services through the
creation of a community health clinic,
recently transformed into a federally
qualified health center. It has devel-
oped one of the few free dental clinics
in the State, and a prescription drug
assistance program to aid those who
cannot afford them. Mt. Carmel has de-
veloped a congregational health min-
istry that actively involves and en-
courages area churches not only to
take care of their own, but to put their
faith in action for the betterment of
their community.

On the occasion of its centennial, Mt.
Carmel Regional Medical Center looks
to the future as it completes the most
significant expansion and renovation in
its history. A $16.5 million Outpatient
Services project doubled the facility’s
ground floor square footage and in-
cluded the opening of the heart center,
and the installation of one of the most
powerful MRI units in the region. Also
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completed were a new emergency de-
partment, expanded diagnostic imaging
and surgery center, new occupational
health and pre-op testing departments,
expanded laboratory, pharmacy, med-
ical records, patient registration, and
financial services.

So much has changed since Mother
Bernard Sheridan embarked on her
first healing ministry 100 years ago.
Mt. Carmel has grown, adapted, and po-
sitioned itself as a healthcare leader
and visionary, while never forgetting
its mission to do all the good it can. I
welcome this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to all that has and will be done by
Mt. Carmel Regional Medical Center as
its looks forward to yet another cen-
tury of service.e

———

TRIBUTE TO ROSSI KATHERINE
CLARK

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Rossi Katherine
Clark. The Kentucky Association for
Gifted Education, KAGE, and the Na-
tional Association for Gifted Children,
NAGC, named Rossi the 2002-2003 NAGC
Nicholas Green Distinguished Student
in Kentucky.

A fourth grader from Floyd County,
Rossi was chosen among many nomi-
nees considered by the Kentucky Asso-
ciation for Gifted Education. Rossi’s
love for the traditional music of East
Kentucky, while actively pursuing new
music, earned her the appreciation of
some of Kentucky’s better known fid-
dlers. Rossi has shared her love of the
fiddle with fellow classmates and mem-
bers of her community.

The NAGC Nicholas Green Distin-
guished Student Awards are named
after a young gifted student named
Nicholas Green who was killed at a
young age. His parents, Reg and
Maggie, donated his college savings to
the National Association for Gifted
Children.

Nominated by Linda Bartrum, Cur-
riculum Resource Teacher, Floyd
County Schools, Rossi has shown a
commitment to excellence deserving of
such a distinguished honor. Rossi’s ex-
ample demonstrates what you can
achieve if you work hard and pursue
your goals. I am convinced that Rossi
will succeed as an outstanding musi-
cian and I am proud of her accomplish-
ments.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO KENNETH RAY
McCARTHA

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to pay tribute to Ken-
neth Ray McCartha, who was an out-
standing citizen of Alabama.

Mr. McCartha was a native of Cren-
shaw County, AL. He graduated from
Greenville High School in 1956 and
Troy State University in 1960. His ex-
ceptional banking career began in 1960
when he served with the Greenville
Bank in Greenville, AL, leaving in 1963
to work as an Examiner with the Ala-
bama State Banking Department. He
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graduated from the Graduate School of
Banking of the South at Louisiana
State University in 1968. He was pro-
moted to Senior Bank Examiner in 1973
and appointed Deputy Superintendent
of Banks in Alabama in 1974. He was
appointed Acting Superintendent by
Governor George C. Wallace in 1978 and
reappointed by Governor Fob James in
1979. He was reappointed Super-
intendent of Banks by Governor Wal-
lace in 1983 and held that position until
1985, resigning to resume the position
as Deputy Superintendent under the
State merit system. He served as Su-
perintendent once again beginning in
1993, a position he held until his retire-
ment on December 31, 1996. While serv-
ing in this position he also served as a
member of the Alabama Securities
Commission, the Alabama Agriculture
Finance Authority, the Alabama high-
er Education Loan Corporation, and
the Alabama Housing Finance Author-
ity.

Following his retirement, he was an
active participant in the accreditation
process for banks with the Conference
of State Bank Supervisors. CSBS is a
national association of State officials
responsible for chartering, supervising
and regulating the Nation’s State-char-
tered banks.

Mr. McCartha set a high standard of
effectiveness, ethics and leadership and
had a unique ability to build coalitions
and find solutions to the many tough
situations facing banks today.

I commend his life and his service to
banking in the State of Alabama, and
I am honored to come to the floor
today to recognize his many accom-
plishments.e

MUSSELMAN HIGH SCHOOL PAR-
TICIPATES IN WE THE PEOPLE
NATIONAL FINALS

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
on April 26, 2003, more than 1,200 stu-
dents from across the United States
will visit Washington, D.C. to compete
in the national finals of the We the
People: The Citizen and the Constitu-
tion program, a well-known edu-
cational program developed specifi-
cally to educate young people about
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
Administered by the Center for Civic
Education, the We the People program
is funded by Congress through the U.S.
Department of Education.

I am proud to announce that the
class from Musselman High School will
represent the State of West Virginia in
this national event. These young schol-
ars from Inwood, WV, have worked con-
scientiously to reach the national
finals by participating in both local
and statewide competitions. As a result
of their hard work, they have gained a
deep knowledge and understanding of
the fundamental principles and values
of our constitutional democracy.

The 3 day We the People national
competition is modeled on hearings in
the United States Congress. The hear-
ings consist of oral presentations by
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high school students before a panel of
adult judges on constitutional topics.
The students are given an opportunity
to demonstrate their knowledge while
they evaluate, take, and defend posi-
tions on relevant historical and con-
temporary issues. Their testimony is
followed by a period of questioning by
the judges who probe the students’
depth of understanding and ability to
apply their constitutional knowledge.
The We the People program provides
curriculum and materials at upper ele-
mentary, middle, and high school lev-
els. The curriculum not only enhances
students’ understanding of the institu-
tions of American constitutional de-
mocracy, it also helps them identify
the contemporary relevance of the Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights. Critical
thinking exercises, problem-solving ac-
tivities, and cooperative learning tech-
niques help develop the Kkind of
participatory skills necessary for stu-

dents to become active, responsible
citizens.
Independent studies by the REdu-

cational Testing Service, ETS, re-
vealed that students enrolled in the We
the People program at upper elemen-
tary, middle, and high school levels
“‘significantly outperformed compari-
son students on every topic of the tests
taken.”” Another study by Richard
Brody at Stanford University discov-
ered that students involved in the We
the People program develop greater
commitment to democratic principles
and values than do students using tra-
ditional textbooks and approaches. Re-
searchers at the Council for Basic Edu-
cation noted:

[T]eachers feel excited and renewed . . . .
Students are enthusiastic about what they
have been able to accomplish, especially in
terms of their ability to carry out a reasoned
argument. They have become energized
about their place as citizens of the United
States.

The class from Musselman High
School is eager to participate in the
national competition in Washington,
D.C. It is inspiring to see these young
people advocate the fundamental ideals
and principles of our government, ideas
that identify us as a people and bind us
together as a nation. It is important
for future generations to understand
these values and principles which we
hold as standards in our endeavor to
preserve and realize the promise of our
constitutional democracy. I believe
these young West Virginians have al-
ready won a great deal through the
knowledge they have gained, but I also
wish them every success in the We the
People competition.e

———

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE LITTLE SIS-
TERS OF THE POOR

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the Little Sisters of the Poor in
caring for the elderly in Delaware.
Since their opening in 1903, the Little
Sisters have touched the lives of thou-
sands of people. Sharing their homes
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