S4372

critical programs in schools across my
State, and | hope we find a way to fund
them.

But I am forced to vote against this
amendment because of another con-
cern—my concern with mounting defi-
cits.

The budget resolution brought before
us includes tax cuts that total $1.3 tril-
lion. The budget also proposes that $725
billion of these tax cuts be enacted im-
mediately, under the reconciliation
process.

Two years ago, we passed a $1.3 tril-
lion tax cut. | supported that tax cut.
But those were different times. We had
a surplus. We did not foresee the sig-
nificant decline in revenues, or the
deficits that followed.

This is not the time to reduce reve-
nues by $725 billion. It would hurt our
budget and our economy.

Why is $725 billion in tax cuts inap-
propriate at this time?

The most crucial problem is that it is
not paid for. The budget resolution
brought before us forecasts enormous
deficits for almost the next decade. Re-
ducing revenues by $725 billion adds to
the already mounting deficits.

In order to prevent the passage of tax
cuts that would drive up the deficit and
hurt our economy, | believe that we
must reduce the size of this tax cut.

I joined three of my colleagues in a
letter that laid out these concerns—we
pledged that we would not agree to tax
cuts above $350 billion. This is crucial.
The Budget Committee approved $725
billion in tax cuts, and brought it to
the Senate floor. Along with my col-
leagues, | promised to vote to bring
this number down by $375 billion.

In a narrowly divided Senate, it is
important that both parties work to-
gether to come up with the appropriate
spending and revenue targets for the
budget. That is why | worked with both
Democrats and Republicans. Together,
we came up with a target of $350 billion
for this tax cut, and we agreed that we
would all stick to that number.

As part of our commitment to try to
reduce the size of the tax cut approved
by the Budget Committee, we also
agreed that we would not try to reduce
the size of the tax cut below $350 bil-
lion. That means | am forced to make
difficult decisions. In order to keep my
commitment to a more responsible tax
cut, | have to vote against funding pri-
orities like the one presented by Sen-
ator HARKIN.

During tough times, we must make
tough choices. | chose to commit to a
responsible tax cut. A tax cut that will
prevent worsening deficits that would
hurt our economy.

————————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period for morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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LANCE CORPORAL JOSE
GUTIERREZ

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, |
rise today to pay tribute to a true
hero—to one of the first Americans to
have fallen in combat in Iraq and make
the ultimate sacrifice. His name: Jose
Gutierrez, a lance corporal in the
United States Marine Corps. He was
just 22 years old.

Corporal Gutierrez arrived in the
United States when he was a 16 year
old orphan, having left poverty-strick-
en circumstances in Guatemala City
and a country racked by a brutal civil
war.

He traveled over 2,000 miles by foot,
north through Mexico, in search of a
better life here in the United States.

Like so many immigrants, his past
was soon eclipsed by his new life as an
American. He was taken in by the
Mosquera family of Lomita, CA. Nora
and Max Mosquera had begun helping
immigrant foster children when their
own children had grown.

““‘He joined the Marines to pay back a
little of what he’d gotten from the
U.S.,”” Max Mosquera said. ‘“For him it
was a question of honor.”

A tall and quiet young man who en-
joyed soccer and chess, Jose learned
English quickly and had plans to study
architecture.

He became an infantry rifleman with
the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regi-
ment. He enlisted exactly 1 year ago,
on March 25, 2002, and arrived at Camp
Pendleton, CA, in early September.

Corporal Gutierrez died in battle,
around 4 a.m. on Friday. He was struck
by enemy fire while fighting alongside
fellow marines near the southern lraqi
port city of Umm al Qasr.

‘““He was such a good kid,” remem-
bered Robert Nobles, a physical edu-
cation teacher at North High in Tor-
rance, where Corporal Gutierrez grad-
uated in 2000.

I have been told that news of his
death has resonated throughout Guate-
mala. Every major newspaper, radio
and TV station carried his story. He
has been portrayed as a brave and self-
less young man—which he most cer-
tainly was.

I have also heard that it has been dif-
ficult to locate his one blood relative,
his sister, who still lives in poverty in
Guatemala City. The sister is arrang-
ing to have his body sent back to Gua-
temala, whereas a social worker in Los
Angeles, Wendy Perlera, an acquaint-
ance of Corporal Gutierrez, wants to
bring his body back to L.A.

Wherever Lance Corporal Jose
Gutierrez is finally laid to rest—in the
country of his birth or the country
which he was willing to give his life
for—he will not be forgotten.

Our thought and our prayers are with
his family—with his sister in Guate-
mala and with the Mosquera family,
who provided him with the emotional
and financial support to pursue his
dreams.

The fact that he died so young—just
22—is tragic. Indeed, the loss of any
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young life is a tragedy. The fact that
he was willing to fight—and die—for
his adopted homeland, has earned him
the lasting admiration of Americans
everywhere.

———
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. In the last Congress
Senator KENNEDY and | introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Act, a bill that
would add new categories to current
hate crimes law, sending a signal that
violence of any kind is unacceptable in
our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred December 8, 2001,
in Valencia, CA. A Sikh liquor store
shopkeeper was severely beaten by two
men. The men first entered the store
and asked the victim, ““Are you Osama
bin Laden?’’ He tried to explain that he
was a Sikh and had no association with
Bin Laden. The men struck him repeat-
edly with metal poles, causing serious
head injuries. The shopkeeper managed
to escape his attackers after pushing a
shelf over on top of them, knocking
them down.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. | believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

————
GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, | rise

today to support the designation of
March 25, 2003, as Greek Independence
Day: A National Day of Celebration of
Greek and American Democracy.

As in previous years, | welcome the
opportunity to honor the democratic
values and lasting friendship that bind
our nations. Our common struggle to
protect freedom and democracy at
home and around the world has forged
a strong partnership between Greece
and the United States, a partnership

which is critical to meeting today’s
challenges.
On the international front, Greece

has played an important role in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and is now
working with its European Union part-
ners to support the reconstruction of
Afghanistan. Greece continues to be a
leader in bringing stability to the Bal-
kans and in guiding the countries of
this former region of conflict toward
the community of democracies in Eu-
rope. Greece has been a steadfast ally
in the fight against international ter-
rorism, responding to every request for
assistance in tracking and disrupting
terrorist networks.

Greece has been actively pursuing se-
curity on the home front as well. In the
last year, we welcomed the arrest in
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Greece of 19 suspected members of ““No-
vember 17,”” a terrorist group respon-
sible for approximately 120 criminal
acts over a 27-year period, including
the murder of Greeks, Americans, and
citizens of other countries. For too
many years, this case remained un-
solved and the criminals unpunished. |
am heartened by the efforts of the Gov-
ernment of Greece to move quickly to
prosecute the suspects. The authorities
in Greece must now accelerate efforts
to bring charges against those suspects
responsible for the 1983 killing of CAPT
George Tsantes, USN, who is survived
by his wife Thalia Panos; his sons
George K. Tsantes, Ill, and Nicolas P.
Tsantes; and by his daughter Stephanie
Tsantes, a distinguished citizen of the
State of Delaware. Prosecution of this
and other such cases will, | hope, bring
a measure of closure and justice to all
the families of the victims of ‘“‘Novem-
ber 17.”

Greece is now preparing to host the
Summer Olympics in 2004—a challenge
under the best of circumstances, a Her-
culean task in today’s security envi-
ronment. Working with the inter-
national community, including the
United States, Greece has made un-
precedented efforts to provide for safe
and secure Olympic Games in 2004. And
it has done so with great attention to
preserving its 3,000 year-old cultural
patrimony, the glory of the Hellenic
past and present.

Greece has wisely chosen the theme
““Our Europe: Sharing the Future in a
Community of Values” to define its
current term in the rotating Presi-
dency of the European Union. In em-
phasizing the enlargement and trans-
formation of the European Union,
Greece will lead the efforts to create an
even stronger European partner of the
United States, a partner committed to
protecting and promoting the funda-
mental values of freedom and democ-
racy.

In designating March 25, 2003, as
Greek Independence Day: A National
Day of Celebration of Greek and Amer-
ican Democracy, we honor both a proud
heritage and our commitment to con-
tinued partnership and cooperation.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President,
today we honor the 182nd anniversary
of the independence of Greece. Nearly
two centuries ago a band of determined
and courageous Greek patriots rose
against tremendous odds to end nearly
four centuries of oppressive foreign
domination of their homeland. Their
arduous struggle continued for 8 years,
until independence was at last secured
in 1829, and the first steps were taken
toward the establishment of the mod-
ern Greek state.

Our Founding Fathers drew heavily
on the political experience and philos-
ophy of the ancient Greeks, who first
developed the principles of democratic
government that vest the supreme gov-
erning authority in the people. Barely
a generation later, Greek patriots
turned to the American Revolution for
inspiration, seeing in the success of the
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new American Republic the promise of
their own future.

For nearly 200 years, the American
and Greek peoples have shared a pro-
found commitment to democratic prin-
ciples, and have worked to create soci-
eties built on these principles. The
United States and Greece have stood
together in every major struggle for
freedom and democracy: through two
devastating World Wars, and through
the long decades of the cold war. Today
they are joined in the fight against ter-
rorism, notably as Greece moves in co-
operation with U.S. and international
law enforcement agencies to root out
and dismantle the November 17 ter-
rorist organization and bring its mem-
bers to justice.

Greece today is a vigorous and pros-
perous democracy, a solid partner of
the United States, a full member of
NATO and of the European Union. Cur-
rently serving as President of the EU,
Greece has focused its efforts on pro-
moting peace and stability in the Bal-
kans and the Eastern Mediterranean.
For many nations in these regions
seeking to develop viable economic
systems and democratic institutions,
Greece serves as a model. Greece has
worked hard and with extraordinary
success in recent years to expand cross-

cultural understanding and reduce
longstanding tensions in the Greek-
Turkish relationship. Indeed, in rec-

ognition of its expanding role in the
world community, Greece was chosen
to host the next Olympic games, which
are scheduled to take place in Athens
in 2004 and which will bring millions of
visitors to Greece from all over the
world.

There is another essential aspect to
the U.S.-Greece partnership: the dis-
tinctive contributions that Greek
Americans have made to every aspect
of our Nation’s life, in the arts, in busi-
ness, in science, in medicine, in schol-
arship. Greek immigrant families to
this country brought with them the
traditional values of commitment to
family and church, hard work and edu-
cation, and Greek Americans have car-
ried these values forward; they have
helped to strengthen and invigorate
communities everywhere across the
land.

Greek Independence Day is a time of
celebration, and also a moment for re-
flection. We see the many ways in
which our country and Greece are
drawn together, and we see how the
past and the present are joined. Think-
ing back to the first steps toward
Greek independence, on March 25, 1821,
we are mindful of the long and twisting
road traveled; of the courage and sac-
rifice of those who have worked over
the decades to make Greece the demo-
cratic and prosperous nation it is
today; of the fundamental importance
in our lives of the democratic institu-
tions, first conceived and created by
the ancient Greeks, that are the bed-
rock of our society and the guarantee
of freedom for peoples around the
world.
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Never have these institutions been
more important to us. We revere and
rejoice in them, and we commit our-
selves once again to making them our
legacy to the generations yet to come.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, | rise
today to recognize the 182nd anniver-
sary of Greek Independence that will
be celebrated on Tuesday, March 25. It
was on this day, March 25, 1821, that
Greek patriots rose up against their
Ottoman subjugators and began an 8-
year struggle that culminated in a new
Greek Republic in 1829.

On this day, it is fitting that we re-
flect on the enormous contributions
the Greek people have made to the
modern world. The legacy of the an-
cient Greeks, in the fields of philos-
ophy, literature, drama, sculpture, and
architecture, continues to influence
our beliefs, our values, and our concept
of art. Our own democratic principles
have their very foundation in the prac-
tices of the ancient Greece republic. In-
deed, the ancient Greeks developed the
concept of democracy, in which the su-
preme power to govern was vested in
the people.

Greek ideology also had a profound
effect on our Founding Fathers, who
modeled the American Government
upon the principles of Greek democ-
racy. Thomas Jefferson studied the
Greek classics in his youth and was in-
spired by their philosophy throughout
his life, most dramatically when he
crafted the Declaration of Independ-
ence. When formulating his vision for
this country, Jefferson specifically re-
ferred to the integrated assertions,
theories, and aims of the classic Greek
world.

Our admiration for Greece continues
into the modern day. Greece and the
United States are at the forefront of
the effort for freedom, democracy,
peace, stability, and human rights,
forging a close bond between the two
Nations. We share a partnership with
Greece in NATO, and our countries are
linked forever by close family relation-
ships between our peoples. Our Nation
looks forward to working closely with
Greece in the coming years as we ex-
amine ways to bring full peace, sta-
bility, and prosperity to all the nations
of Europe and the world.

As we celebrate Greek independence,
we remember the history of those who
sacrificed their lives to preserve free-
dom and democracy. We value our
friendship and continuing partnership
with the Government and people of
Greece, and we commit to work to-
gether to provide greater opportunity
and more freedoms for the citizens of
the world. And we join the world in an-
ticipating the momentous 2004 Summer
Olympic Games, which will be held in
Athens, the birthplace of the Olympic
tradition.

I am proud to join many of my col-
leagues as a cosponsor of Senate Reso-
lution 214 which designates March 25,
2003 “‘Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy.” | give Greek
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Americans my best wishes as they cele-
brate Greece’s independence.

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | rise
today to recognize two Oregon-based
humanitarian organizations that are
preparing to offer aid to the lraqi citi-
zens who may be displaced or who are
facing hardships as a consequence of
Saddam Hussein’s intransigence and
military events in Irag.

Mercy Corps, an international relief
and development organization, exists
to alleviate suffering, poverty and op-
pression around the world. Since 1979,
Mercy Corps has provided more than
$640 million in assistance to 75 nations.
Mercy Corps primarily works in coun-
tries in transition from war or natural
disaster or in the midst of extreme eco-
nomic or social transition. This group
offers humanitarian assistance not
only to meet basic needs, but helps lay
the foundation for peace by building
local capacity and a just, inclusive
civil society.

Mercy Corps is already mobilizing an
expanded relief effort that will deliver
$20 million in aid to Irag. Relief sup-
plies for as many as 700,000 displaced
people will include crucial water, food,
sanitation supplies, shelter, medical
care and basic items like blankets and
cooking supplies. Mercy Corps is al-
ready delivering critical medical care,
shelter and reconstruction services to
thousands of displaced people in north-
ern lrag.

In addition, Mercy Corps is working
with a consortium of other inter-
national partners, including the UN, to
coordinate efforts to alleviate any hu-
manitarian crisis that might arise in
Iraq.

Representatives of northwest Medical
Teams International (NWMTI), also
headquartered in Portland, are meeting
this week with Defense Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld to focus on the delivery
and distribution of medical care, food,
clean water and shelter for displaced
Iragis. Northwest Medical Teams Inter-
national seeks to demonstrate the love
of Christ to those in crisis by sending
volunteer medical and response teams,
distributing humanitarian aid, and pro-
viding community development pro-
grams and children’s ministries. In par-
ticular, the organization provides as-
sistance to vulnerable people suffering
from the consequences of war, famine,
epidemics, poverty, physical illness,
deformities and natural disasters.
Since 1979, NWMTI has sent teams or
supplies to more than 40 countries.

Northwest Medical Teams has a staff
physician in Iraq, and three local med-
ical volunteers will be joining him to
provide life-saving aid. The agency also
has $40,000 in medicines to send with
the team and will send $20,000 to pro-
cure supplies locally in Irag. The vol-
unteers will serve thousands of dis-
placed people at three camps as soon as
the areas are secure.

Northwest Medical Teams is also pre-
paring to provide medicines, blankets
and tents to large groups of Iragis who
might become displaced due to the on-
going armed engagement.
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Both of these organizations have had
volunteers and staff working in north-
ern Irag since the Persian Gulf War in
1991.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CHILDREN AND HEALTHCARE
WEEK IN GREENVILLE, SOUTH
CAROLINA

® Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, many
children face illnesses requiring a hos-
pital visit. This can be a frightening
experience and underscores the need to
provide quality pediatric health serv-
ices, while easing the stress children
and their families feel. To do just that,
the Greenville Hospital System Chil-
dren’s Hospital in South Carolina is
celebrating Children and Healthcare
Week the week of March 24th with a
number of valuable activities.

Among the scheduled events are: con-
tinuing education classes for medical
residents and support staff, an awards
ceremony to honor local individuals
who have dedicated their lives to pedi-
atric care, a special tribute service to
honor children, and special staff appre-
ciation activities conducted by com-
munity volunteers. Lack of quality
health care should never be an impedi-
ment to the long-term success of our
children, and | commend Greenville’s
dedication to this.e

————

TRIBUTE TO RAYTHEON COMPANY
EMPLOYEES IN LOUISVILLE

® Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, | rise
today to honor and pay tribute to the
262 employees of Raytheon Company in
Louisville, KY, for their vital role in
strengthening our Nation’s defense.

Americans remember the terrorist
attack on the USS Cole on October 12,
2000. On that tragic day we lost 17 of
our best sailors and 39 more were in-
jured by a small boat laden with explo-
sives that hit the USS Cole as it was re-
fueling in a Yemeni port. The Cole is
now a symbol of our Nation’s fight
against terrorism to many Americans.
The destroyer has since been repaired
and has rejoined its fleet.

The employees of Raytheon in Louis-
ville have been working hard to pre-
vent future attacks against our ships
in the U.S. Navy and in the navies of
our allies across the globe. Raytheon
produces the Phalanx Block 1B Close In
Weapon System. Phalanx is a rapid-
fire, fully computerized radar and 20-
mm gun system that is designed to pre-
vent attacks similar to the Cole trag-
edy. The Phalanx protects our crews
and ships by identifying and shooting
down threats from small gunboats,
anti-ship missiles, helicopters, floating
mines, and many other threats.

This week Raytheon delivered a Pha-
lanx Block 1B system to the USS Cole
as part of a U.S. Navy effort to upgrade
its defense systems onboard its ships.
The men and women of Raytheon work
hard to produce the best system pos-
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sible to protect our crews and our
ships. Mr. President, I am proud of the
employees of Raytheon in Louisville
for continuing to give the men and
women serving our country the best
possible defense to protect the USS
Cole and other ships against future at-
tacks.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD ZIGLER,
PH.D.

e Mr. DODD. Mr. President, | rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding
public servant, and a wonderful friend
and colleague, Dr. Edward Zigler, who
has recently retired after 40 years as a
professor of psychology at Yale Univer-
sity.

Dr. Zigler has been a tireless advo-
cate for children for many years, and
has successfully been able to take his
scientific research and apply it to soci-
ety’s greatest problems. Because of his
expertise and his commitment to our
Nation’s children, he has been asked to
assist every Presidential administra-
tion since the time of President Lyn-
don Johnson. From 1970 to 1972, Dr.
Zigler was the first director of the U.S.
Office of Child Development (now the
Administration on Children, Youth,
and Families) and Chief of the U.S.
Children’s Bureau.

He is a true visionary leader who has
transformed national and State poli-
cies in early childhood development.

Edward Zigler is a Sterling Professor
of Psychology, Emeritus, head of the
psychology section of Yale’s Child
Study Center at the School of Medi-
cine, and director of Yale’s Center in
Child Development and Social Policy.
He is the author, co-author, and editor
of hundreds of scholarly publications
and has conducted extensive studies on
topics related to normal child develop-
ment, child psychopathology, and men-
tal retardation. He is the founder of
the School of the 21st Century, which
has been adopted by more than 1300
schools nationwide.

Ed Zigler is a true pioneer in the ef-
fort to promote childhood develop-
ment. He is the father of Head Start
and has been deeply involved with
every twist and turn the program has
taken over the last 38 years. He re-
cently completed work with policy-
makers and the administration to re-
vise the Head Start Program Perform-
ance Standards, establish Early Head
Start for very young children and their
families, and design a research agenda.
He is now working with Head Start
leadership to develop assessment meas-
ures and to expand comprehensive
early childhood services geared toward
the development of the whole child to
all children not yet enrolled in school.

In his ongoing role as an advisor on
the Head Start Program, he has
worked with several Secretaries of:
Education; Health and Human Serv-
ices, Health, Education, and Welfare
(HEW); and Labor, including Secretary
Bennett in the Reagan administration
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