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take place because this Government is 
not doing its job. This administration 
is not doing its job. 

If we look at the situation, 
Metabolife is now peddling a product 
they say is free of ephedra. They want 
to make it clear you have a choice. 
They are trying to figure a way to back 
off the thousands and thousands of bot-
tles of this product they have already 
sold. 

In October, a Federal jury found 
Metabolife 356, this dietary supple-
ment, containing ephedra that was 
‘‘unreasonably dangerous,’’ although 
you can buy it over the counter with-
out a prescription, and awarded four 
injured Americans $4.1 million to com-
pensate them for their injuries and the 
wanton bad behavior of the Metabolife 
Company. Many other cases have been 
settled with large awards. 

The action is in the courts because 
there is no action in Washington. Sec-
retary Thompson and the Department 
of Health and Human Services refuses 
to respond, refuses to act. People die, 
and their survivors go to court holding 
these companies responsible. Why isn’t 
this Government holding these compa-
nies responsible? Why aren’t we ban-
ning the sale of these products now? 

The medical evidence is over-
whelming. In January of this year, re-
searchers from Yale, the University of 
Texas at Houston, the University of 
Michigan, the University of Cincinnati, 
and Brown University reported in the 
journal Neurology that those taking 
one-third of the manufacturer’s rec-
ommended daily dose of these ephedra 
products increase their risk of hemor-
rhagic stroke three times. In February, 
an article in the Annals of Internal 
Medicine showed that ephedra use asso-
ciated with a greatly increased risk for 
adverse reactions compared with other 
herbs, and the authors suggested its 
use should be restricted. 

This study found ephedra use re-
sulted in a 720-times increase in ad-
verse reactions compared to ginkgo 
biloba use and in hundredfold more ad-
verse reactions compared to other 
herbs that were used which they think 
are safe. Secretary Thompson knows 
this. The medical evidence is there. 

Metabolife, when they were asked to 
produce information for Congressman 
WAXMAN and myself, said in 1999, for 
example, they did not have any in-
stance of anybody taking their pills 
and having a bad result. But when Con-
gressman WAXMAN and I, as well as the 
trial lawyers, put them on the spot and 
made them produce all the information 
sent to them, we found 100 people be-
fore 1999 with serious adverse reac-
tions, including heart attack and 
stroke. 

These companies selling these prod-
ucts have been irresponsible in the 
marketing of this product. They sell 
them to children. They know they 
cause adverse health consequences, and 
they continue to do so because this 
Government will not step in and stop 
them. The burden is on Secretary 

Thompson and the Bush administra-
tion. Do not look the other way. Do not 
ignore the deaths that are occurring. 
Do not ignore the fact that 23 States 
have now moved to restrict the sale of 
these products because the Federal 
Government refuses to accept its re-
sponsibility. 

It is time for us to act and to act now 
before there are more innocent vic-
tims. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CHAFEE). The Senator from Ohio. 
TRIBUTE TO JIM MCKEE 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a dear and 
cherished friend, a mentor and a role 
model, former Yellow Springs, OH, 
chief of police of 34 years, Jim McKee, 
who passed away on January 18 of this 
year at the age of 73. 

Raised in Springfield, OH, Jim McKee 
moved to Yellow Springs when he was 
18 years old, fresh out of high school, in 
search of a job. During his first year in 
Yellow Springs, Jim held a number of 
different positions, working in a shoe 
repair shop and later at Mills Lawn El-
ementary School. 

It was at Mills Lawn Elementary 
School that I first met my future wife 
Frances, in first grade, but it was also 
at Mills Lawn I first met Jim McKee. 
Jim was the person who kept things 
going at Mills Lawn. I remember how 
much respect, love, and admiration the 
students had for Jim. 

I first saw in Jim the ability he had 
to connect with people. I saw it as a 
child. I remember he would gather the 
students together and talk to them 
about how we needed to keep the place 
looking good and how important that 
was. I remember how we looked up to 
him and how much we respected him. 

Eventually, Jim McKee took a job at 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base near 
my hometown of Yellow Springs. But 
by 1957, Jim decided he needed to move 
on. True to form, Jim saw this change 
not as a bad thing but really as a new 
opportunity to do something he had al-
ways dreamed of doing, and that was to 
get involved in law enforcement. This 
was his chance, his opportunity. Before 
long, he was realizing that dream. The 
village of Yellow Springs then hired 
him as a police officer. He joined a de-
partment of two officers and a chief, a 
small department at the time. Within 2 
short years and the recognition of his 
talent and his hard work, Jim McKee 
was appointed chief of police. 

In this new leadership position, Jim 
McKee soon found himself dealing with 
issues he probably did not think he was 
going to be dealing with, issues of his-
toric importance, because at that time 
the civil rights movement was begin-
ning to sweep our country. The civil 
rights movement had reached Yellow 
Springs, a small community in south-
west Ohio, my hometown. It reached 
Yellow Springs sooner than most other 
parts of the country. 

Jim McKee was one of the few Afri-
can-American chiefs of police in the 

State of Ohio. Jim McKee guided my 
hometown with great skill through a 
very difficult period of time. As one of 
the few African-American chiefs of po-
lice in the State, really one of the few 
in the country at the time, Jim McKee 
faced his own civil rights issues early 
on in the movement. Everybody in Yel-
low Springs, a community then and 
now of great diversity and a commu-
nity that then and now embodies a per-
son’s right to free speech, everybody in 
Yellow Springs respected and liked Jim 
McKee. That made all the difference in 
the world. 

Whether Jim realized it or not during 
this tumultuous era, Jim was in fact 
playing a part in our American history. 
Jim McKee kept the peace, maintained 
order, and all the while respected peo-
ple’s freedom of speech, their right to 
demonstrate, and their civil rights. He 
did it in a professional way. 

I remember when Dr. Martin Luther 
King came to Yellow Springs to deliver 
the commencement address at Antioch 
College. Chief McKee, of course, pro-
vided his security detail. Years later, 
recalling this experience with Dr. King, 
Chief McKee had this to say:

At the time there were rumors they were 
out to get him. I saw him do his nonviolent 
teachings. I drove around in the car with 
him for 2 days. He was a perfect Christian 
gentleman and I was frightened to death be-
cause I was providing his security. We told 
people he was staying at the Antioch Inn, 
but in fact he was right across the street 
from where I live—in the home his wife, 
Coretta, lived in as a student at Antioch 
years before. You would think they would 
have figured it out, with all the police cruis-
ers parked out front. I was never so glad to 
see a plane take off.

Despite whatever concerns Jim 
McKee may have had, the chief per-
formed his duties with a great sense of 
professionalism, with honor and cour-
age. Though he dealt with significant 
issues on the national stage, Chief 
McKee dedicated his career to Yellow 
Springs and to keeping the community 
he loved so much safe and free from 
crime. 

As Members of the Senate know—or 
may not know—Yellow Springs is not a 
large city. It is a village. It is a small 
village where people know their neigh-
bors and watch out for one another. 
Even today, I believe there are prob-
ably only about eight or so police offi-
cers on the force. Chief McKee, as the 
local police chief, was really an icon in 
his own community. He was greatly ad-
mired and respected as an officer, as a 
protector, but most of all as a friend. 

Though I first met him as an elemen-
tary school student, actually in the 
first grade, I had the opportunity later 
on to reconnect with him. Our lives 
came together again when I became as-
sistant county prosecuting attorney 
and he was by that time the dean of the 
chiefs of police in Greene County. I 
knew him then and later when I be-
came the prosecutor of our home coun-
ty. We worked on a number of cases 
that arose out of Yellow Springs, sev-
eral very difficult rape cases. We 
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worked on several of those cases to-
gether. During this time, I learned a 
great deal about how Chief McKee 
treated people and how he dealt with 
some of the most tense situations. Per-
haps most importantly, though, I saw 
his great sense of humanity toward 
both victims and suspects. 

Chief Jim McKee taught me there is 
much more to police work than arrests 
and convictions. He taught me about 
the human component in police work. 
He taught me about people and about 
compassion. 

I remember one instance in par-
ticular when I saw and learned about 
how Jim McKee dealt with a man who 
had been in an auto accident. This man 
was involved in a horrible thing, as 
many accidents are, but he came out of 
it. He walked out of the accident, but 
the other person in the other vehicle 
did not and the other person died. This 
particular person was actually a sus-
pect, and he could have been charged. 
The police were looking at and trying 
to decide whether to charge him. Actu-
ally, later on there was a grand jury 
that was convened. The grand jury had 
to make a decision whether this person 
was going to be charged and have to 
stand trial. Eventually they decided 
not to charge him, but Jim did not 
know that at the time. I saw how Jim 
dealt with this man and showed this 
man, who was going through great an-
guish at the time, a man who was real-
ly a suspect, and I saw how Jim worked 
him through this, talked to him and 
showed great kindness to him. That is 
how Jim McKee treated everyone, with 
great kindness and with great compas-
sion, all the time being a professional, 
all the time doing his job. 

It was this compassion that set Jim 
McKee apart. He cared deeply about 
people and just knew how to deal with 
them. 

At the end of Chief McKee’s distin-
guished 36-year career in law enforce-
ment, I had the honor of attending his 
farewell banquet. I was lieutenant gov-
ernor at the time and was there to pay 
tribute to the chief on behalf of the en-
tire State of Ohio, and on behalf of 
Governor, then-Governor George 
Voinovich. At this reception and this 
dinner, I was struck by the sheer out-
pouring of respect and admiration and 
appreciation for Chief McKee’s work 
and for his selfless contributions to our 
community. It was clear at this recep-
tion how important Chief McKee was 
to the people, to the village of Yellow 
Springs, and to the entire law enforce-
ment community across the State of 
Ohio. I was proud to be part of this 
memorable event. 

Following his retirement from the 
force in 1993, Chief McKee remained ac-
tive in the community until the day he 
died. He was a key member of the Yel-
low Springs Men’s Group, an organiza-
tion dedicated to studying issues im-
portant to the day-to-day lives of Yel-
low Springs residents. Through this or-
ganization, the James A. McKee schol-
arship fund was established in 2002 as a 

tribute both to Jim and to his legacy of 
community involvement. 

In the recent days following Jim’s 
death, a number of newspapers ran ar-
ticles about his life and his legacy. As 
I read through these tributes, I was es-
pecially taken with a statement from 
my friend, Paul Ford, who had known 
Chief McKee since 1949. This is what 
Mr. Ford said:

We’ve lost a good citizen, a good friend, 
and a humanitarian. Once you met Jim, you 
were a friend.

Indeed, Jim McKee was my friend 
and someone for whom I had great af-
fection and admiration. This quote 
really gets to why Chief McKee was so 
special to the community of Yellow 
Springs and to all of us who knew him. 
He dedicated his life to serving the peo-
ple of Yellow Springs. He worked to 
keep his community safe and free from 
crime. 

When I think about Jim McKee and 
his life’s work as a police officer, pro-
tector of the community, I am re-
minded of a Bible passage from Mat-
thew: Blessed are the peacemakers for 
they shall be called the children of 
God. 

Indeed, Chief Jim McKee was a 
peacemaker and a protector and just a 
good and decent hard-working man. He 
was a kind person, a kind human being 
who always tried to do the right thing 
for his family, for his community, and 
for his Nation. 

My wife Fran and I extend our heart-
felt sympathy and our prayers for the 
entire McKee family, for his wife of 54 
years, Naomi; his four daughters, Bari 
McKee-Teamor, Karen McKee, Jean 
McKee, Sandra McKee-Smith; his son, 
Jimmy, his five grandchildren, and one 
great grandson. Jim McKee loved his 
family. He cared deeply for them. I 
know they, like all of us, will miss him 
tremendously. 

Thank you, Jim, for all you did for 
Yellow Springs and for our Nation. You 
will be remembered always in our 
minds and in our hearts. 

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
FOREIGN POLICY 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I was 
reading a piece in a newspaper this 
morning that misquoted remarks I 
made on the floor of the Senate re-
cently. The journalist got it plain 
wrong in this case. He indicated that 
Senator DORGAN feels that Saddam 
Hussein is not dangerous. 

Of course, I have never said that, 
would not say that, and whoever lis-
tened to my remarks previously either 
chose to reinterpret them in a way 
that is not accurate or chose to ignore 
what I said. Let me describe what I 
said. 

I talked about the dangers presented 
by North Korea. I talked about the im-
portance of prosecuting the war on ter-
rorism, and protecting this country 
against terrorist attacks. And I said 
that while Iraq and Saddam Hussein 
are a problem, we have to face these 
other issues as well. 

If today trucks are backing up to a 
plant in North Korea and moving fuel 
rods that will become processed and be-
come part of a nuclear bombmaking 
process, and a bomb could be sold by 
North Korea to other countries, and to 
terrorists, that is a serious problem. 
That could come back in a year and a 
half or 2 years into this country in the 
form of a nuclear bomb possessed by a 
terrorist. That is serious business. 

We are told that the trucks are mov-
ing. We are told that is what is hap-
pening in North Korea. And yet there 
does not seem to be the same kind of 
attention paid to it as is now paid to 
the country of Iraq. 

We are told there is an orange level 
of alert in our country today, which 
suggests once again the threat posed 
by Osama bin Laden and his fellow ter-
rorist, who have not yet been appre-
hended. 

So we are facing terrorist groups, 
Osama bin Laden, Korea, Saddam Hus-
sein, and Iraq. 

My point is not that Saddam Hussein 
is not dangerous; he indeed is dan-
gerous. We ought to deal with him. 
Frankly, the credit of having inspec-
tors in Iraq at this point belongs to the 
President; otherwise they would not 
have been able to enter Iraq and begin 
the inspections. If Saddam Hussein 
does not disarm, he will be disarmed ei-
ther by this country or this country 
and other countries acting in concert. 
That is just a fact. 

My point is that is not the only chal-
lenge we face and not necessarily the 
greatest challenge we face. If trucks 
are moving spent fuel rods in North 
Korea today, then we better make a 
judgment to deal with that. 

If we have an orange alert in this 
country today because terrorist groups 
have mobilized and intelligence sug-
gests that an orange alert is warranted, 
then we had better be concerned about 
that. And we had better prosecute that 
war against terrorism as aggressively 
as we pursue Saddam Hussein. That is 
my point. 

Now I have come to the floor today 
to speak about a related subject, and 
that is the subject of energy. We im-
port oil in order to run our country’s 
automobile fleets, stationary engines, 
and so on. We import 20 million barrels 
a day. Saudi Arabia is our No. 1 im-
porter—Mexico, Canada, Venezuela, Ni-
geria—Iraq is No. 6 at 289,000 barrels. 
Our country is very dependent on en-
ergy from a Middle East that is rocked 
by turmoil. If tonight, God forbid, ter-
rorists were able to interrupt the flow 
of energy, the flow of oil to our coun-
try from Saudi Arabia and Iraq, for ex-
ample, our economy would be in trou-
ble. That is just a plain fact. 

Does it make sense for us to continue 
to be so dependent on oil coming from 
that part of the world? I don’t think so. 
So what will we do about that? Let me 
describe a couple of things. 

Yesterday my colleagues from South 
Dakota, Senator DASCHLE and others, 
Senator JOHNSON, myself, and Senator 
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