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The Ballot www.LifeontheBallot.org. With
enough petitions, this initiative will be on
the 2004 ballot and requires parental notifi-
cation 48 hours prior to an abortion in Cali-
fornia. As parents, we are concerned about
the health and welfare of all daughters; we
are ‘‘Pro Holly” and look to our California
Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Fein-
stein to support this initiative for the safety
and protection of all young women in Cali-
fornia.

Finally, we have suffered greatly with the
realization that it’s not enough to avoid the
issue or talk to our children about why we
don’t want them to be involved in an un-
planned pregnancy or abortion, but as par-
ents, we must also talk about the tragic re-
alities of unwanted pregnancy and abortion
and reassure both, our daughters and sons
that while we don’t want this to happen, we
will support them. We must focus on preven-
tion and they must be told that they are not
alone in this or any other unfortunate cir-
cumstances, regardless of the outcome.

We feel strongly that this country needs a
national campaign to promote open and
frank discussions in the home about un-
planned pregnancy and the options that are
available to our daughters who find them-
selves in this unfortunate predicament. We
are eager to support such a campaign de-
signed to bring about awareness, encourage
parental involvement, and provide accurate
information to minors, women, and parents
about abstinence, birth control, unplanned
pregnancy, abortion, parenting, and adoption
options.

While parents would prefer that their
daughters abstain from sex and many do, we
must deal with the reality that many don’t.
In addition to unplanned pregnancy, girls
can contract HIV and other STIs. As parents
we need to prevent unplanned pregnancy in-
stead of relying upon abortion clinics and
agencies to educate our children and provide
them with inaccurate information. No par-
ent wants to see his or her teenage or college
age daughter in the unfortunate situation
that Holly was faced with.

We have lost our daughter, Holly, but we
can still help to prevent this terrible tragedy
from happening in other families. Holly’s
drive and determination to accomplish her
goals gives us strength to pursue these crit-
ical issues in her name. Holly’s memory and
light will live on in our hearts, family,
friends and our work. We will actively sup-
port the bill to suspend and review ‘‘Holly’s
Law’” in Congress by Reps. DeMint and Bart-
lett and Senator Brownback to suspend and
review the abortion drug RU-486, the Tell-A-
Parent (TAP) bill, which requires parental
notification laws in California and a cam-
paign to encourage prevention and open dia-
logue about unplanned pregnancy and abor-
tion in the home. Please contact us with any
questions or requests for support of these
very important issues.

Sincerely,
MONTY AND HELEN PATTERSON.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 271—URGING
THE PRESIDENT AND THE
UNITED STATES DIPLOMATIC
CORPS TO DISSUADE MEMBER
STATES OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS FROM SUPPORTING RESO-
LUTIONS THAT UNFAIRLY CASTI-
GATE ISRAEL AND TO PROMOTE
WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MORE BAL-
ANCED AND CONSTRUCTIVE AP-
PROACHES TO RESOLVING CON-
FLICT IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Mr. COLEMAN (for himself, Mr.
CORZINE, Mr. VOINOVICH, and Mr. LAU-
TENBERG) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 271

Whereas the United Nations General As-
sembly and United Nations Security Council
have over a period of many years engaged in
a pattern of introducing and enacting meas-
ures and resolutions unfairly castigating and
condemning the state of Israel;

Whereas despite the myriad of challenges
facing the world community, the United Na-
tions General Assembly has devoted a dis-
proportionate amount of time and resources
to castigating Israel;

Whereas during the fifty-seventh session of
the United Nations General Assembly, the
General Assembly adopted a total of 69 reso-
lutions by roll call vote, 22 of which related
to Israel;

Whereas many member states of the
United Nations General Assembly continue
to engage in a discriminatory campaign
against Israel, including enacting on October
21, 2003 a resolution that condemns Israeli
security measures without proportional con-
demnation of terrorist attacks launched
against Israel;

Whereas the discriminatory voting pat-
terns in the United Nations have historically
been driven by voting blocs and ideological
divides originating from Cold War rivalries
that are obsolete in the post-Cold War pe-
riod; and

Whereas in the post-Cold War geopolitical
environment, the United States has a special
responsibility to promote fair and equitable
treatment of all nations in the context of
international institutions, including the
United Nations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate urges the Presi-
dent and all members of the United States
diplomatic corps—

(1) to dissuade member states of the United
Nations from voting in support of General
Assembly resolutions that unfairly castigate
Israel; and

(2) to promote within the United Nations
General Assembly more balanced and con-
structive approaches to resolving conflict in
the Middle East.

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, today
I am proud to submit, along with my
good friend and colleague Senator
CORZINE, a bipartisan resolution deal-
ing with the unfair treatment of Israel
at the United Nations.

For too long, Israel has been singled
out for castigation by the United Na-
tions General Assembly. Israeli defen-
sive actions are condemned, while ter-
rorism against Israeli civilians goes
largely unnoticed. There are whole
bodies designed to do nothing but
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produce anti-Israel materials. There is
a Division of Palestinian Rights which
sits at the same level in the U.N. orga-
nization as a single division for the
Americas and Europe, a single division
for Asia and the Pacific, and two Africa
divisions. Of all the resolutions adopt-
ed by rollcall vote at the last session of
the UN General Assembly, one-third
singled out Israel.

Let me be clear on this point: I do
think it is appropriate to help the Pal-
estinian people, and I do share Presi-
dent Bush’s vision of two states living
side by side in peace.

But for the United Nations to spend
so much of its time on this one crisis,
with an unbalanced approach, ulti-
mately undermines its ability to con-
tribute constructively to the peace
process. To accord the Palestinian peo-
ple—however serious their problems
are the same level of attention as en-
tire continents is inappropriate in a
world where there are so many other
oppressed groups and nations. Why is
there no Division of Tibetan Rights?
Why no Division of Chechen Rights?

If you look at the General Assembly
voting records, there are too many one-
sided resolutions dealing with Israel
that pass with only a handful of nega-
tive votes—cast by the U.S., Israel, Mi-
cronesia, the Marshall Islands, Nauru
and Palau. Last Friday, I was pleased
to note Australia joined us as well.

The good news is that we are starting
to see some progress. A joint U.S.-Eu-
ropean-Israeli effort to consolidate
seven resolutions on UNRWA into one
resolution recently was a good start.
The resolution was passed out of the
committee by a vote of 109 to 0, albeit
with 54 abstentions. True, several su-
perfluous resolutions on UNRWA were
also approved by the committee. But
this year, it was five resolutions in-
stead of seven.

When the U.S., Europe, and Israel
can work together on a resolution deal-
ing with Palestinian refugees—and one
that is passed without any negative
votes—we get a glimpse of the U.N.’s
potential for bringing parties together.

I would be remiss if I did not com-
mend the work of U.S. diplomats, and
applaud their increased attention to
this issue. This resolution gives them a
tool to use with their diplomatic coun-
terparts—a strong statement from the
U.S. Senate that we are paying atten-
tion to these votes, and that we sup-
port a more balanced approach toward
the Middle East at the United Nations.

It should be a goal we can all agree
upon. By reducing the number of anti-
Israel resolutions passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly, the United Nations can
live up to the promise of its charter:
““to practice tolerance and live to-
gether in peace with one another as
good neighbors.”

Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, today,
along with Senators COLEMAN, LAUTEN-
BERG and VOINOVICH, I am submitting a
resolution to address a serious and per-
sistent problem: the unfair and inequi-
table treatment of Israel in the United
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Nations. The resolution urges the
President and all members of the
United States diplomatic corps to dis-
suade member states of the United Na-
tions from voting in support of General
Assembly resolutions that unfairly cas-
tigate Israel, and to promote within
the United Nations General Assembly
more balanced and constructive ap-
proaches to resolving conflict in the
Middle East.

On October 21, 2003, the United Na-
tions General Assembly ratified a reso-
lution condemning Israeli security
measures. The resolution did not call
on the Palestinian Authority to dis-
mantle terrorist organizations, nor did
it name those organizations. Yet it
passed by a vote of 144-4, with 12 ab-
stentions. Other than the TUnited
States, only Micronesia, the Marshall
Islands, and Israel itself voted against
the resolution.

This resolution was only the latest in
a long line of General Assembly resolu-
tions castigating Israel with little re-
gard to the security threats that Israel
faces. For decades, the Assembly has
devoted a disproportionate amount of
time and resources to resolutions re-
lated to Israel-—conducting, for exam-
ple, 22 rollcall votes on UN General As-
sembly resolutions that related to
Israel out of the 69 for all of the 57th
Session of the Assembly. Besides dis-
tracting the United Nations from the
countless other critical issues the
world faces, these resolutions under-
mine efforts to achieve peace in the
Middle East by casting blame almost
entirely on one party. They are also
unfair in that they subject Israel to
discriminatory treatment not accorded
to any other member state of the UN.

It is long past time for the General
Assembly to stop ratifying these bi-
ased, unproductive resolutions. Voting
patterns that discriminate against
Israel appeared during the Cold War,
when conflict in the Middle East was
fueled by the rivalry between the West
and the Soviet bloc. The Cold War has
ended. So, too, should the polarization
it engendered. We have also seen new
alliances and relationships emerge in
the global war on terrorism, and have
witnessed the world come together in
condemning terrorist violence. I refer
to UN Security Council Resolution
1373, passed on September 28, 2001,
which reaffirmed that any act of inter-
national terrorism constitutes a threat
to international peace and security and
called on states to work together to
prevent and suppress terrorist acts.

Resolution 1373 reminded us of what
the United Nations was meant to be—a
forum for the world to come together
to identify common threats and find
common ways to address them. It of-
fered the hope of a world united in its
resolve to fight terrorism, with the
United States leading that fight—in
Afghanistan and in other parts of the
world where international terrorists
operate.

It is therefore with great disappoint-
ment that we witness business as usual
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at the General Assembly. The spirit of
unity that prevailed for a time after
September 11 has not led to a common
approach to the conflict in the Middle
East, and the United States has thus
far been unable to enlist its friends and
allies in its effort to ensure that Israel
is treated fairly.

Since the inception of the United Na-
tions, the United States has played a
unique and critical role in ensuring
that the U.N. lives up to the promise of
its Charter—to maintain peace and se-
curity. As the sole remaining super-
power, we have an opportunity to
shape a global consensus on terrorism
and security, one that requires new,
more productive approaches to the con-
flict in the Middle East. This requires
that we recognize the harm that comes
from repeated, biased condemnations
of a valuable ally in the United Nations
General Assembly. It also requires sus-
tained efforts, in the United Nations
and within our bilateral and multilat-
eral relationships, to change the voting
patterns of friends, allies, and other
member states.

We must bring our own values and
our own vision of peace and security to
the United Nations. Voting against res-
olutions that unfairly castigate Israel
is not enough, particularly when we
find ourselves in a tiny minority. We
must seek to ally the world with us on
this critical matter. The resolution we
are introducing today thus urges the
President and all members of the
United States diplomatic corps to dis-
suade member states of the United Na-
tions from voting in support of General
Assembly resolutions that unfairly cas-
tigate Israel, and to promote within
the Nations General assembly more
balanced and constructive approaches
to resolving conflict in the Middle
East.

The TUnited Nations can be—must
be—a forum for defending our values.
Through committed leadership, we can
begin to change how other countries
approach the General Assembly and
how they vote on issues related to the
Middle East. By doing so, we will be
taking an important step toward peace.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 272—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
NOVEMBER 16, 2003, AS AMER-
ICAN EDUCATION WEEK

Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. WARNER, Mr. BREAUX, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr.
EDWARDS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. JOHNSON,
and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 272

Whereas schools are the backbone of de-
mocracy in the United States, providing
young people with the tools necessary to
maintain the precious values of freedom, ci-
vility, and equality;

Whereas, by equipping students with both
practical skills and broader intellectual
abilities, schools give young people in the
United States hope for, and access to, a
bright and productive future;

November 21, 2003

Whereas education employees, whether
they provide educational, administrative,
technical, or custodial services, work tire-
lessly to serve the children and communities
of the United States with care and profes-
sionalism;

Whereas schools are the keystones of com-
munities in the United States, bringing to-
gether adults and children, educators and
volunteers, business leaders, and elected offi-
cials in a common enterprise; and

Whereas public school educators first ob-
served American Education Week in 1921 and
are now celebrating the 82nd annual observ-
ance of American Education Week: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Novem-
ber 16, 2003, as American Education Week;
and

(2) recognizes the importance of public
education and the accomplishments of the
many education professionals who con-
tribute to the achievement of students
across the United States.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 84—RECOGNIZING THE SAC-
RIFICES MADE BY MEMBERS OF
THE REGULAR AND RESERVE
COMPONENTS OF THE ARMED
FORCES, EXPRESSING CONCERN
ABOUT THEIR SAFETY AND SE-
CURITY, AND URGING THE SEC-
RETARY OF DEFENSE TO TAKE
IMMEDIATE STEPS TO ENSURE
THAT THE RESERVE COMPO-
NENTS ARE PROVIDED WITH THE
SAME EQUIPMENT AS REGULAR
COMPONENTS

Mr. DASCHLE (for Mr. KERRY) sub-
mitted the following concurrent resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services:

S. CON. RES. 84

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, the Na-
tional Guard and Reserve responded to the
horrific terrorist attacks on the United
States with professionalism and courage,
rescued the injured, saved lives in New York
City, provided protection to the Pentagon,
and flew combat air patrols over Wash-
ington, D.C., and other major cities;

Whereas, on September 14, 2001, in Execu-
tive Order 13223, President Bush proclaimed
a national emergency, and exercised his au-
thority under section 12302 of title 10, United
States Code, to allow him to call up as many
as 1,000,000 National Guard and Reserve
members to active duty for up to two years;

Whereas more than 300,000 National Guard
and Reserve members have been called to ac-
tive duty under this Executive Order, serving
on the front lines by fighting terrorists in
Africa and Asia and keeping the peace in Af-
ghanistan, the Balkans, and Iraq;

Whereas the National Guard and Reserve
are taking on unprecedented challenges;

Whereas 64 percent of National Guard and
Reserve members have been called up for ac-
tive duty during at least one of the seven
major mobilizations since 1990;

Whereas 7,800 National Guard and Reserve
members have been mobilized more than
once to serve in the Global War on Ter-
rorism, and members serve between 60 and
120 days per year;

Whereas 42,000 of the approximately 160,000
United States troops currently in Iraq are
members of the National Guard and Reserve;

Whereas the National Guard and Reserve
are being deployed to Iraq without critical
protective equipment, such as body armor,
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