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Mr. FRIST. I do. And then we are 

going to subtract the time from the 
questions. 

Mr. REID. Yes, I understand. 
Mr. FRIST. That is fine, my 22 min-

utes apply, or whatever the time was I 
was actually speaking, to our first-
hour agreement. 

I still have some unanimous consent 
requests. 

Mr. REID. I certainly understand. 
Mr. FRIST. But for the length of my 

speech, it would be fine to apply that 
time to the first hour since we will be 
splitting the hours. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the request? 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, further re-
serving the right to object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator is recognized for a question. 

Mr. BYRD. And I do not intend to ob-
ject, Mr. President. 

May I say to the distinguished major-
ity leader, 4 million veterans receive 
health care through the veterans 
health care system funded by the VA-
HUD bill. How should we explain to 
these veterans that the bill is being set 
aside? 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, through 
the Chair, I have had the wonderful op-
portunity of working in veterans hos-
pitals myself for the last—until I got 
to this body—for 15 years, every day 
operating, giving care to veterans in 
medicine. So I appreciate veterans hos-
pitals. I worked in veterans hospitals. I 
have probably spent more time than 
anybody in this Chamber in veterans 
hospitals—from early in the morning 
through many nights, just as we are 
going tonight. I care about hospitals. 
We are going to address them. 

What I would ask, in response, is if 
the Senator from West Virginia would 
agree to a 2-hour unanimous consent to 
finish this bill, VA–HUD, on Friday—on 
Friday—so we can answer your ques-
tion. If we can do that, we will be able 
to do exactly what you want to accom-
plish, to finish that bill, and it allows 
me to keep a commitment to a packed 
Chamber right now where we can de-
bate the issues that people are here to 
debate. And then, within 48 hours, we 
have accomplished my objective and 
your objective. Two hours, we will do it 
Friday, as soon as we finish the cloture 
votes? 

Mr. BYRD. Will the Senator yield for 
me to respond? 

Mr. FRIST. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I have long 

admired the distinguished Senator 
from Tennessee. 

[Disturbance in the Galleries.] 
Mr. FRIST. Thank you, sir. 
Mr. BYRD. I do not say that face-

tiously. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

Gallery will be warned, no response 
from the Gallery is permitted in the 
Senate. 

Mr. BYRD. Some people are serious 
when they say things. But I have ad-
mired the Senator as a great physician. 
He speaks of his long service to vet-

erans. I speak of a long service to vet-
erans—more than 51 years in this Con-
gress. I was here when the Veterans 
Administration was created. About 
Friday—Friday——

Mr. FRIST. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BYRD. I am the recipient of the 

Franklin Delano and Eleanor Roosevelt 
Award for Freedom from Fear. I will 
receive that award on Saturday. I am 
not in a position to drive up on Satur-
day morning and receive that award. 
My wife is invited also with me. She 
cannot go. So I have to go on Friday, 
and the train leaves at 1 o’clock. As far 
as I am personally concerned, I would 
be happy to come in and finish those 2 
hours and get the—I believe there are 
four votes that are going to be sched-
uled on clotures that morning. 

Well, I have cast more rollcall votes 
than any living Senator, any deceased 
Senator, any Senator in the history of 
this Republic, any other Senator. I 
have 16,627 or 8 or 9—somewhere along 
there. 

I say all that to say this: I do not 
want to miss any rollcall votes on Sat-
urday. I take great pride in my rollcall 
record extending over 45 years in the 
Senate. It is 98.7 percent. So I missed 
less than 2 percent of the votes. 

Could we agree then—I do not want 
to put myself in the position of my own 
leaders, as I did not want to put myself 
in the position of the distinguished ma-
jority leader on the other side. I would 
like to be able to make the four votes 
on Friday, catch my train at 1 o’clock, 
and go up and receive this very pres-
tigious award. 

Could we work something out to that 
effect? 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, what I 
would like to do, because it is going to 
affect everybody’s schedule, is to ad-
dress this. If we can go through the re-
mainder of the unanimous consent re-
quest, then try to address it. 

I just want to restate I would love to 
finish this bill, the appropriations bill 
on VA–HUD, and I would love to be 
able to work it out if we can on Friday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the request?

The regular order is to report the 
nomination at this time. The clerk——

Mr. BYRD. No. I reserved the right to 
object. May I have another minute? I 
am not participating in this whatever 
you call it—marathon, talkathon, 
blame-athon, or whatever it is. That is 
not of my interest right now. I am in-
terested in the appropriations bill. It 
can be passed in 2 hours or less. As far 
as I am concerned, we could pass it 
now, just have a rollcall vote on it, the 
VA–HUD, but that would depend upon 
the two managers. 

I am not going to impose on the time 
of the Senate and the majority leader, 
but I ask the majority leader, would he 
please put the request in some form to 
finish this bill within the next hour, 
have a vote up or down within the next 
hour? 

Mr. FRIST. Responding, once again 
through the Chair, I will not be making 

that request tonight. Tonight we are 
going to stay on the judicial nominees. 
But I would like to discuss with you 
and the managers of the bill, and the 
Presiding Officer, the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, how we can 
best resolve that as quickly as we pos-
sibly can. 

Mr. BYRD. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I remove my reservation and 
thank the majority leader. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Did 
the majority leader submit a unani-
mous consent request? 

Mr. REID. Yes, he did. He did. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-

out objection, it is so ordered. The re-
quest is granted. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF PRISCILLA 
RICHMAN OWEN, OF TEXAS, TO 
BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT 
JUDGE FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

clerk will report. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

the nomination of Priscilla Richman 
Owen, of Texas, to be a United States 
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I would 
inquire of the Democratic side if they 
would be prepared to grant a time limi-
tation on this nomination of 2 hours? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. REID. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. 

Through you to the distinguished 
majority leader, first of all, let me 
really say we could finish this bill 
quickly tonight. The decision has been 
made not to do that. We will be happy 
to come back Friday and cooperate 
with the majority. We could not agree 
to a time, but I think as to how we 
worked before, if we go to that bill Fri-
day, within a very reasonable period of 
time we could finish it on Friday. But 
as far as a specific time agreement is 
concerned, it would be very difficult to 
do that. But I stand ready and willing 
to come back to this bill on Friday and 
finish it on Friday; that is, VA–HUD. It 
is too bad we could not do it tonight. 

In direct response to the majority 
leader, we would not be in a position to 
grant a time on Priscilla Owen. We 
have already voted on this matter on 
at least two or three separate occa-
sions, as I recall. So in response to the 
distinguished majority leader’s re-
quest, we would not agree to a time 
agreement on Priscilla Owen of any du-
ration. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. FRIST. Given the objection, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

cloture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:
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CLOTURE MOTION 

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Executive 
Calendar No. 86, the nomination of Priscilla 
Richman Owen, of Texas, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit: 

Bill Frist, Orrin Hatch, Lindsey Graham, 
Mike Crapo, Jeff Sessions, Conrad 
Burns, Larry E. Craig, Saxby 
Chambliss, Mitch McConnell, Jim 
Bunning, Judd Gregg, John Cornyn, 
Jon Kyl, Trent Lott, Mike DeWine, 
Craig Thomas, Kay Bailey Hutchison. 

NOMINATION OF CAROLYN B. KUHL TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 169, the nomination of 
Carolyn B. Kuhl, to be a United States 
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
nomination will be stated. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Carolyn B. Kuhl, of 
California, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, again I 
ask the other side if they would be pre-
pared to set a time certain for an up-
or-down vote on this nominee after 
whatever debate they may need. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in an effort 
to understand what is going on here, 
everyone should understand, these re-
quests require a simple majority vote, 
and it would be senseless to take a vote 
on this. That is why we did not object. 

I would say with this nominee, Caro-
lyn Kuhl, we have reviewed this in very 
deep detail and would not be in agree-
ment at this time to set any time limit 
on the debate. I ask the distinguished 
majority leader to advise us when we 
finish this woman and the following 
nominee, if you would be good enough 
to tell us when you anticipate voting. 
We are waiving the request for the re-
quirement of a quorum. So if the ma-
jority leader can give us some indica-
tion when he desires to vote on this, 
whether it is 12:01 on Friday morning 
or later in the day. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in re-
sponse, we plan on voting Friday morn-
ing at a reasonable hour to be defined. 
That means sometime after 8:30 Friday 
morning. I will be more specific. 

Mr. REID. I appreciate that very 
much. I object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-
tion is heard. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. FRIST. I send a cloture motion 

to the desk. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 

cloture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION 
We the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 

move to bring to a close debate on Executive 
Calendar No. 169, the nomination of Carolyn 
B. Kuhl, of California, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

Bill Frist, Orrin Hatch, Lindsey Graham, 
Mike Crapo, Jeff Sessions, Conrad 
Burns, Larry E. Craig, Saxby 
Chambliss, Mitch McConnell, Jim 
Bunning, Judd Gregg, John Cornyn, 
Jon Kyl, Trent Lott, Mike DeWine, 
Craig Thomas, Kay Bailey Hutchison. 

NOMINATION OF JANICE R. BROWN, OF CALI-
FORNIA, TO BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT 
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 455, the nomination of 
Janice R. Brown, of California, to be a 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Janice R. Brown, of 
California, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, once 
again, I ask if we would be able to limit 
the time for debate on this nominee to 
8 hours or 10 hours. 

Mr. REID. We object, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objec-

tion is heard. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. FRIST. With that answer, Mr. 
President, I send a cloture motion to 
the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
cloture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION 
We the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of Rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Executive 
Calendar No. 455, the nomination of Janice 
R. Brown, of California, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the District of Columbia 
Circuit. 

Bill Frist, Orrin Hatch, Lindsey Graham, 
Mike Crapo, Jeff Sessions, Conrad 
Burns, Larry E. Craig, Saxby 
Chambliss, Mitch McConnell, Jim 
Bunning, Judd Gregg, John Cornyn, 
Jon Kyl, Trent Lott, Mike DeWine, 
Craig Thomas, Kay Bailey Hutchison.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I now ask 
unanimous consent that the three live 
quorums required under rule XXII be 
waived en bloc. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, par-
liamentary inquiry: In terms of the 
time we used on our side, how much 
time, in terms of my initial speech, 
was used by this side? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority has 4 minutes 47 seconds. The 
minority has 11 minutes 22 seconds. 

Mr. REID. If I can make an inquiry 
through the Chair, Mr. President, the 
unanimous consent request, as I have 
heard the ruling of the Chair, is not 

counted against anybody; is that the 
way it is? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
time to object or reserving the right to 
object has been charged to the side 
making such a reservation. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I suggest 
the general agreement is to spend an 
hour, 30 minutes to a side, and if they 
are not using the time, it will be yield-
ed back to the other side. I ask unani-
mous consent that I use 15 minutes, 15 
minutes for Senator HATCH, and we go 
to the other side. 

Mr. REID. And we would have an 
hour? 

Mr. FRIST. You would have 30 min-
utes. 

Mr. REID. I say to the distinguished 
majority leader, we have had no time 
agreement the first hour other than 
listening to me object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Re-
serving the right to object and state-
ments made under such objection or 
reservation has been charged against 
the side making that reservation. 

Mr. REID. I understand. So the Chair 
has ruled that the statement by Sen-
ator BYRD ran against us; is that true? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That 
is correct. 

Mr. REID. So the next half hour will 
be used by Senators FRIST and HATCH, 
and then we will use our half hour. 

Mr. FRIST. Again, I think it is time 
for us to move forward. Conceptually, 
we are going to have an hour, 30 min-
utes either side. Say I used 15 min-
utes—it may be more—Senator HATCH 
will speak about 15 minutes, and 30 
minutes will be to your side, and we 
will be going back and forth. 

Mr. REID. Fine. My only concern is 
we have had Senators we have sched-
uled to speak to use our half hour. 
Some of them have been champing at 
the bit here. If they don’t speak now, 
they lose their time, their day in the 
sun. 

Mr. FRIST. I thought I had a pretty 
good 20-minute speech. I was ready to 
start, but because of questions directed 
to me, again, about scheduling—we get 
things well set and then because of 
questions—if we can just start now and 
do as I requested, have 15 minutes and 
you take 30 minutes, we will be able to 
get started. 

Mr. REID. I am wondering, I ask if 
we could use the next 15 minutes so my 
people who have been here, Senators 
waiting could take the time. I would 
divide whatever by 3 until the time 
until 7 o’clock. 

Mr. FRIST. Would you please repeat 
that? 

Mr. REID. Then we can start fresh at 
7 o’clock with you and Senator HATCH 
giving us your statements, and we will 
take the next half hour. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, you mean 
I have Senator HATCH speak? 

Mr. REID. We would take approxi-
mately 4 minutes each until 7.

Mr. FRIST. No, Mr. President, Sen-
ator HATCH is going to follow me, and 
then we will go into going back and 
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