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production or pursuing an FB-22 variant of
the F/A-22 Raptor seemingly on the back
burner, the current emphasis is on incre-
mental upgrades. Numerous programs to im-
prove bomber effectiveness are ongoing.

Situational awareness improvements, the
Link 16 data link, laser targeting pods, and
computer enhancements will continue to
make each bomber a more efficient war ma-
chine. And upcoming weapons such as the
Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff Missile and
the Small Diameter Bomb will further
broaden the range and number of targets
bombers can precisely attack.

ACC officials say that, at this point, al-
most every improvement serves a dual pur-
pose. Upgrades are expected to both sustain
and modernize. Sustainment doesn’t just
mean keeping the aircraft aloft, either—the
aircraft must remain valuable fighting ma-
chines. “We’re looking at 2040,”” one B-52 of-
ficial said. ““Unless we can come to the war,
they won’t need us.”

The Air Force is trying to get additional
targeting pods on its B-52s, Deptula said.
“We’re looking at using [Fiscal 2003 and 2004
funds] to get as many targeting pods as we
can,” by using money set aside for the war
on terrorism.

Goldfein said the service is interested in
increasing the availability of the B-2’s
deployable shelters. Because of the sensitive
low observable finish on the B-2, the bomber
must be maintained in a climate-controlled
shelter. Deployable shelters, reportedly set
up at the Indian Ocean atoll of Diego Garcia,
increased the flexibility of the B-2 for Gulf
War Il. The Air Force is “looking to expand”
their use, Goldfein said.

As Air Force officials tell it, existing
bombers will continue to get better and
there is no urgent need to field a new sys-
tem. Recapitalization is “‘a huge piece” of
force structure planning, Deptula said, but
USAF has some time to make proper assess-
ments and make wise decisions.

The old way of procurement—planning a
new system to replace an old one—‘‘isn’t
completely gone.” Deptula said, ‘“but the
fact of the matter is, with respect to the
long-range strike platforms formerly known
as bombers, their lifetime is viable for many,
many years into the future.”

The Air Force does not expect to see a dra-
matic technological breakthrough anytime
soon. However Deptula believes that
hypersonics research now being done at Air
Force Research Laboratory may hold the
key to breakthrough strike capabilities in
the future.

TRANSITION PERIOD

“We are in a transition period . . . when it
comes to technologies for long-range
strike,” he said. Reusable hypersonic propul-
sion has been difficult to develop, he noted,
but it remains worth the effort because the
technology offers revolutionary responsive-
ness, reach, and range. ‘“We’re not there
yet,”” Deptula noted.

Improvements to existing systems are ex-
pected to bridge the gap until scientists
‘“solve some of these technological chal-
lenges that will get us to the next step in po-
tential capability,”” he said.

In Deptula’s view, the break-through will
not come until sometime in the next decade.
That timing seems to mesh cleanly with fi-
nancial realities.

“Our legacy platforms are viable through
2025,” said Deptula, ‘“and when we enhance
them with all these modifications, they are
going to continue to increase in capability.”
It’s a nice fit, he went on, because major
funding for future long-range systems prob-
ably won’t be available ‘“‘until the 2010-2020
time frame, because we have such a pressing
need to recapitalize our fighter force in the
next decade.”’

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The Air Force is holding to its November
2001 bomber roadmap, which laid out a no-
tional plan to begin a new long-range strike
program sometime around 2012-15. Officials
say there is no need to rush into a new strike
program, because USAF would spend billions
developing a system that may not be signifi-
cantly better than what is available today.

Features such as stealth, high speed, long
loiter time, large payload capacity, and
flexibility are well-understood goals for any
future strike capability. However, there is
great uncertainty. Officials are loath to say
a follow-on system will be a ““B-3"" or even a
bomber.

Industry, think tanks, and Air Force offi-
cials are all studying what is within the “‘art
of the possible,”” and USAF wants to keep
the broadest possible range of options on the
table. These options include traditional
bombers, unmanned systems, hypersonic air-
space vehicles, conventionally armed bal-
listic missiles, and even space-based weap-
ons. Current time-lines give the Air Force a
decade to explore the options.

ACC’s Long-Range Global Precision En-
gagement Study—a look at future strike re-
quirements—noted that the US is pushing
for a capability to conduct high-speed
strikes against emerging targets anywhere
in the world on short notice. However, it has
limited options in this area. Conventional
ballistic attack missiles, derived from the
nation’s nuclear ICBM force, “‘offer increased
strike flexibility,” but the financial and po-
litical cost would be high, the report noted.

Another area for improvement concerns
stealth. The B-2 bomber’s low peacetime MC
rates stem from the high-maintenance na-
ture of its low observable coatings. The air-
craft is also largely relegated to nighttime
use in high-threat environments. Yet the B-
2 remains the only stealthy strike system
largely unhindered by distance or basing
concerns.

In the future, the F/A-22 and F-35 fighters
will offer around-the-clock stealthy strike
capability, noted the study, but the B-2 will
continue to be the only stealthy, deep strike
penetrator for the foreseeable future. The F/
A-22 and F-35 have more limited combat
ranges.

The study did not advocate a specific
course. However, it did highlight the impor-
tance of speed. The advent of hypersonic
weapons and platforms would permit
“prompt global strike from significant
ranges and reduce the risks associated with
forward basing,”” the report noted. Compared
to ballistic missiles and cruise missiles, it
went on, reusable platforms have high util-
ity ““in all lesser threat scenarios, enhancing
their cost-effectiveness across the spectrum
of conflict.”

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MARGARET ANN
HOFFMAN

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, | pay
tribute to Margaret Ann Hoffman of
Walton, KY on being recognized as one
of America’s top principals in the 2003
National Distinguished Principal Pro-
gram by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation.

The annual National Distinguished
Principals Program was established in
1984 to honor elementary and middle
school principals who set high stand-
ards for the pace, character, and qual-
ity of the education their students re-
ceive.
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Ms. Hoffman, a principal at Fort
Wright Elementary School, in Cov-
ington, KY, has been recognized by the
U.S. Department of Education for her
tireless work in exhibiting excellence
at Fort Wright Elementary School and
has made outstanding contributions to
the Covington community. Ms. Hoff-
man sets an example of excellence for
the rest of the faculty, and the faculty
follows that example. She inspires her
students to achieve academically and
contribute to the community.

I know ask my fellow colleagues to
join me in thanking Margaret Ann
Hoffman for her dedication and com-
mitment to the education of America’s
future. In order for our society to con-
tinue to advance in the right direction,
we must have principals like Margaret
Ann Hoffman in our schools, and com-
munities, and lives. She is Kentucky at
its finest.o

————

IN HONOR OF MIKE ELWOOD

e Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, | rise
today to acknowledge and honor a very
important constituent, as well as a
very important program in my State
and across the Nation—CASA for Chil-
dren. “CASA” is short for Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate, and it is a
program that is made up of extraor-
dinary men and women who find it in
their hearts to devote their time and
energy to help some of the neediest of
their community’s children. CASAs
come from all walks of life, all profes-
sions, and all educational and ethnic
backgrounds, and their mission is to
advocate for the best interests of chil-
dren who find themselves, through no
fault of their own, under the jurisdic-
tion of the juvenile court system.

As we see all too often in public serv-
ice, far too many children find them-
selves enmeshed in the juvenile court
system due to abuse, neglect or aban-
donment. Once in the court system,
these kids can find themselves cruelly
buffeted by legal battles and their par-
ents’ continuing poor choices. Some
find themselves in multiple foster care
situations at a very young age, and
many are eventually permanently re-
moved from the care of their birth par-
ents. CASAs serve their communities
by becoming an independent advocate
for a child as a sworn officer of the
court. They spend time with health
professionals, teachers, parents, pro-
spective parents, and the children
themselves to help the court reach the
best possible conclusion for the inter-
ests of the child.

CASA came to Oregon in 1985 under
the leadership of Judge Stephen Herrell
and citizen advocate, Susan Holloway.
For Almost 20 years, CASA has trained
Oregon volunteers to be the eyes and
ears of the court, making independent
objective recommendations regarding
the best interests of children.

In Oregon, we have a CASA leader
who personally exemplifies the very
best of my State in his legacy of com-
mitment to the future of Oregon’s chil-
dren. Mike Elwood, who has been both
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a CASA volunteer and a CASA super-
visor in Portland, has served variously
as a counselor, advisor, and friend to
many of my State. Mike once served as
a caseworker in the child welfare sys-
tem, but later came to CASA because
he believed it would be the place where
he could make the biggest difference.

Today, Mike suffers from a terminal
illness. The CASA organization and all
of Oregon has been extraordinary for-
tunate to have him in their ranks.
Mike’s co-workers describe him as
compassionate, funny, possessing a
quiet wisdom, able to interject just the
right solution when it appears to elude
everyone else, and an inherently decent
guy. One CASA represented the feel-
ings of a great many in the organiza-
tion, saying, ‘‘lI for one feel blessed to
have him in my life. He is the best.”

I want to take this opportunity to
honor Mike’s contributions to my
State, to the Nation, and to humanity,
and to wish Mike, his wife Natalie, and
his two children, Ryan and Andrea,
peace and joy in the days ahead. | have
witnessed first-hand the ripples that
emanate from simply human acts, good
and bad. These ripples can reach across
families, across borders, and across
generations. Mike’s ripples have made
this world a far better place. | honor
his dedicated service and his life, as
well as the service rendered by CASA
workers and volunteers all across our
Nation.e

——
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

——
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:58 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1829. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require Federal Prison Indus-
tries to compete for its contracts minimizing
its unfair competition with private sector
firms and their non-inmate workers and em-
powering Federal agencies to get the best
value for taxpayers’ dollars, to provide a
five-year period during which Federal Prison
Industries adjusts to obtaining inmate work
opportunities through other than its manda-
tory source status, to enhance inmate access
to remedial and vocational opportunities and
other rehabilitative opportunities to better
prepare inmates for a successful return to so-
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ciety, to authorize alternative inmate work
opportunities in support of non-profit orga-
nizations, and for other purposes.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The following enrolled bills, pre-
viously signed by the Speaker, were
signed on today, November 7, 2003, by
the President pro tempore (Mr. STE-
VENS).

H.R. 1442. An act to authorize the design
and construction of a visitor center for the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

H.R. 3365. An act to amend title 10, United
States Code, and the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 to increase the death gratuity pay-
able with respect to deceased members of the
Armed Forces and to exclude such gratuity
from gross income, to provide additional tax
relief for members of the Armed Forces and
their families, and for other purposes.

——————

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
SIGNED

At 11:40 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the Speaker has signed
the following joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 76. A joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2004, and for other purposes.

The joint resolution was signed sub-
sequently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. STEVENS).

At 12:45 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House agrees to
the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses on the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 1588) ‘““to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2004 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
personnel strengths for such fiscal year
for the Armed Forces, and for other
purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1829. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require Federal Prison Indus-
tries to compete for its contracts minimizing
its unfair competition with private sector
firms and their non-inmate workers and em-
powering Federal agencies to get the best
value for taxpayers’ dollars, to provide a
five-year period during which Federal Prison
Industries adjusts to obtaining inmate work
opportunities through other than its manda-
tory source status, to enhance inmate access
to remedial and vocational opportunities and
other rehabilitative opportunities to better
prepare inmates for a successful return to so-
ciety, to authorize inmate work opportuni-
ties in support of non-profit organizations,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1832. A bill to entitle the Senator Paul
Wellstone Mental Health Equitable Treat-
ment Act of 2003.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-5183. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, the report of
a retirement; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-5184. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, the report of
a retirement; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-5185. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to the Department’s
Alternate Fuel Vehicle Program; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

EC-5186. A communication from the, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“Assessment of Access Authoriza-
tion Fees” (RIN3150-AH30) received on No-
vember 4, 2003; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-5187. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘““Clean
Air Act Final Approval of Operating Pro-
gram Revision; Michigan” (FRL#7585-3) re-
ceived on November 4, 2003; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5188. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled “Preven-
tion of Significant Deterioration (PSD) and
Non-attainment New Source Review (NSR):
Reconsideration” (FRL#7583-7) received on
November 4, 2003; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

EC-5189. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled “Trade
Secrecy Claims for Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Information; and
Trade Secret Disclosures to Health Profes-
sionals; Amendment”’ (FRL#7584-8) received
on November 4, 2003; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

EC-5190. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘““Water
Quality Standards; Withdrawal of Federal
Aquatic Life Water Quality Criteria for Cop-
per and Nickel Applicable to South San
Francisco Bay, California” (FRL#7583-9) re-
ceived on November 4, 2003; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-5191. A communication from the Dep-
uty Associate Administrator, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled “Water
Quality Standards; Withdrawal of Federal
Nutrient Standards for the State of Arizona™
(FRL#7584-1) received on November 4, 2003;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC-5192. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the
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