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ing Opportunities Commission of Mont-
gomery County, MD. Today, the Hous-
ing Opportunities Commission is cele-
brating the 10th anniversary of its
Family Self Sufficiency, F'SS, program,
which helps low-income families with
section 8 housing vouchers or living in
public housing meet their educational
and employment goals. The Housing
Opportunities Commission has estab-
lished a wonderful program that pro-
vides resources to low-income families
to help them find and retain employ-
ment along with the opportunity for
families to put away savings. These
savings allow families to pay for edu-
cational opportunities, transportation
or even the purchase of a home. While
many housing authorities operate
Family Self Sufficiency programs, I be-
lieve that the Housing Opportunities
Commission has done an extraordinary
job of helping its residents achieve eco-
nomic independence.

In the 10 years that the Commission
has operated the Family Self Suffi-
ciency program, almost 350 people have
graduated and are well on their way to
financial independence. These families
faced significant barriers to gaining
employment—33 percent were on wel-
fare or were unemployed, many had no
high school degree and 95 percent are
single parents. Despite these obstacles,
all 347 graduates have been able to re-
tain stable employment, and 25 percent
of the FSS graduates have purchased
their own homes, a remarkable
achievement.

The Housing Opportunities Commis-
sion, HOC, has been committed to this
important program for 10 years. By
providing intensive case management,
opportunities for education and job
training and assistance in finding and
paying for child care, HOC has ensured
that the families enrolled in FSS can
make the transition from welfare to
work a successful one.

In addition to working to better the
lives of Montgomery County residents,
the Housing Opportunities Commission
has been a strong advocate for the pro-
gram, helping me and others in Con-
gress fight to continue and even expand
the FSS program. In 1998, my col-
leagues and I fought to keep this pro-
gram and thankfully, we were able to
strengthen it by requiring that certain
increases in income were disregarded
for purposes of determining the
amount of rent a family pays. Families
who take part in FSS and increase
their incomes are able to save money
in an escrow account instead of paying
more in rent. This is a great encour-
agement for families to find better em-
ployment, and it ensures that funds are
available when necessary for emer-
gencies. In addition, last year, I intro-
duced legislation which would expand
the program so that families living in
project-based section 8 developments
could also benefit from a housing agen-
cy’s self-sufficiency programs.

The Family Self Sufficiency program
is one that changes lives for the better,
and that is evident when looking at
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this year’s participants in HOC’s pro-
gram. This year, 36 new families will
graduate from the FSS program in
Montgomery County, and I want to
recognize the work that they have done
to become self-sufficient. Ninety-two
percent of these graduates have par-
ticipated in education and/or job train-
ing courses and seven graduates have
become homeowners.

These individuals are not only better
positioned to participate in the job
market, but they are providing sta-
bility for their families and models for
their communities. The staff at HOC
and the graduates of the FSS program,
present, past, and future, are to be
commended for their efforts.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill and joint resolu-
tion were read the second time, and
placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1446. An act to support the efforts of
the California Missions Foundation to re-
store and repair the Spanish colonial and
mission-era missions in the State of Cali-
fornia and to preserve the artworks and arti-
facts of these missions, and for other pur-
poses.

H.J. Res. 73. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for the fiscal
yvear 2004, and for other purposes.

———

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM304. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Wis-
consin relative to a tax on Internet access;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 18

Whereas, the emergence of the Internet as
a means of communication has profoundly
influenced our society and will pave the way
for the global marketplace; and

Whereas, Wisconsin is one of only 8 states
that imposes a sales tax on Internet access,
thereby putting Wisconsin companies that
conduct business over the Internet at a com-
petitive disadvantage; and

Whereas, the U.S. Department of Com-
merce has estimated that wealthy Ameri-
cans are 20 times more likely to have Inter-
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net access, while Hispanics and African
Americans are far less likely to have Inter-
net access; and

Whereas, there is a growing ‘‘digital di-
vide” between those citizens able to access
the technology of the new economy and
those who cannot; and

Whereas, increased access to the Internet
will create jobs and contribute to economic
development; and

Whereas, taxing access to the Internet will
make access to the Internet less affordable
and therefore less available; and

Whereas, taxing Internet access contrib-
utes to this condition and unfairly burdens
citizens who are least able to afford Internet
access; and

Whereas, the Wisconsin legislature has pre-
viously voted to repeal the state’s sales tax
on Internet access thus demonstrating its
commitment to making sure that Wisconsin
is on the leading edge of this new technology
and providing incentives for even more ac-
cess and creative use of the Internet: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That the members
of the Wisconsin senate memorialize Con-
gress to pass legislation that will imme-
diately and permanently prohibit any state
from imposing a tax on access to the Inter-
net; and be it further

Resolved, That the Senate chief shall pro-
vide a copy of this resolution to the gov-
ernor, to each member of the Wisconsin con-
gressional delegation, to the president and
vice president of the United States, to each
member of the president’s cabinet, and to
the secretary of the U.S. Senate and clerk of
the U.S. House of Representatives.

POM-305. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Maine relative to
the Head Start Program; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

POM-306. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the House of Representatives of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of Ohio relative
to the Human Cloning Prohibition Act of
2003; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NoO. 6

Whereas, the human embryo is a living or-
ganism of the species Homo sapiens at the
earliest stages of development (including the
single-celled stage), and human cloning a
human being at the embryonic stage of life
and grows this new human being solely to be
exploited (‘‘reproductive cloning) or de-
stroyed (so-called ‘‘therapeutic’” cloning)
through nontherapeutic research and experi-
mentation; and

Whereas, human cloning is a manufac-
turing process in which a human being is
created in a laboratory; human cloning indi-
cates a utilitarian view in which a human
being is created merely for usefulness with
no respect for the dignity of that human
being; and human cloning creates a human
being who is the twin of a parent, has no
other biological parent, and is the child of
the grandparents, thereby causing serious
moral, social, and legal issues; and

Whereas, current human cloning attempts
pose a substantial risk of producing human
beings with unpredictable but potentially
devastating health problems; and

Whereas, such human cloning attempts are
grossly irresponsible and unethical; and

Whereas, the United States House of Rep-
resentatives passed the Human Cloning Pro-
hibition Act of 2001, a complete ban, and the
President of the United States has called for
a complete human cloning ban; and

Whereas, a complete human cloning ban is
achieved by the passage of the Human
Cloning Prohibition Act of 2003 as introduced
in the United States Senate by Senator SAM
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BROWNBACK (S. 245) and in the United States
House of Representatives by Representative
DAVE WELDON (H.R. 234) and is not achieved
by the passage of other human cloning prohi-
bition acts that allow the creation of human
embryos by cloning so long as they are killed
for research: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the
State of Ohio urges the 108th Congress of the
United States to pass and the President to
sign the Human Cloning Prohibition Act of
2003; and be it further * * *

POM-307. A joint memorial adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Washington rel-
ative to prescription drug prices; to the Com-

mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.
SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 8001
Whereas, thanks to significant invest-

ments in research and development by phar-
maceutical manufacturers, prescription
medications offer ever more safe, effective,
and economical means of managing and
treating a widening range of illnesses and
conditions; and

Whereas, prescription medications are the
most rapidly expanding component of health
care in the Northwest and the United States;
and

Whereas, the prices of most prescription
medications developed and marketed in the
United States are relatively high compared
to the prices of these same medications in
other countries and other markets; and

Whereas, expenditures on prescription
medications for Medicaid recipients in Wash-
ington has risen substantially in recent
years, placing severe strains on the oper-
ating budget of the department of social and
health services; and

Whereas, the federal government, unlike
its counterparts in other countries, applies
neither its regulatory authority nor its pur-
chasing power to the prices of prescription
medication which consequently are mark-
edly higher in the United States than in
other countries; and

Whereas, the United States stands vir-
tually alone among the major countries of
the world in recognizing and protecting the
legitimate patent rights of companies that
develop new prescription medications yet
places no reciprocal obligations on these
companies to provide reasonable and afford-
able access to these patent medications; and

Whereas, the federal government, by legis-
lating to ensure relatively low prices for pre-
scription medications purchased by federal
agencies like the Veterans’ Administration
and for federal programs taking similar
measures, has exacerbated the impact of pre-
scription medication prices on the citizens of
the state; and

Whereas, the high prices of prescription
medications weigh most heavily on the least
fortunate and most vulnerable citizens, the
uninsured and underinsured, as well as those
stricken by serious and chronic illnesses and
conditions requiring intensive and extensive
treatment; and

Whereas, managing prices of prescription
medications and expanding access to nec-
essary medication will decrease the overall
cost of health care by reducing the demand
for hospital visits and emergency services
and the need for surgical and other expensive
procedures;

Now, therefore, your Memorialists respect-
fully pray that in seeking to ensure reason-
able prescription medication prices for the
citizens of Washington, the state of Wash-
ington, through its duly elected and ap-
pointed officials, should explore the possi-
bility of acting in concert with other North-
west states to pursue this goal; and be it fur-
ther
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Resolved, That the Northwest states should
consider cooperative strategies to address
the challenge of the high cost of prescription
medications, including;

(1) Model legislation to ensure citizens ac-
cess to prescription medications at reason-
able and affordable prices;

(2) Joint pricing and purchasing agree-
ments for prescription medications;

(3) Programs to provide and facilitate ac-
cess of qualified citizens to supplies of free
and discounted prescription medications of-
fered by pharmaceutical manufacturers; and

(4) Initiatives to encourage and ensure
medications are prescribed in the most effec-
tive manner; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this Memorial be
immediately transmitted to the Honorable
Governors of the States of Washington, Or-
egon, Idaho, Alaska, and Montana, and to
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of
the United States of America, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and each mem-
ber of Congress from the State of Wash-
ington.

POM-308. A joint memorial adopted by
the Legislature of the State of Washington
relative to developmentally delayed infants;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

HOUSE JOINT MEMORIAL 4025

Whereas, infants and toddlers from birth to
the age of three with developmental delays
and special needs are our most vulnerable
population; and

Whereas, research shows that early inter-
vention to assess their needs and initiate in-
tensive, effective therapy can change and
improve such a child’s ability to function
throughout his or her life; and

Whereas, Washington State through re-
search and demonstration at the University
of Washington and the state’s seventeen
Neurodevelopmental Centers has been the
leader in assessment and remediation for de-
velopmentally delayed infants and toddlers
for more than forty years; and

Whereas, therapy before the age of three at
one of Washington State’s excellent
Neurodevelopmental Centers results in a sig-
nificant percentage of children who need no
further intervention or special services pro-
vided at federal, state, local, and private ex-
pense; and

Whereas, basing early intervention serv-
ices on an itinerant model will reduce the
amount of specialized services for each child
and family; and

Whereas, serving all developmentally de-
layed children outside of centers will more
than double the cost to federal, state, local,
and private sources; and

Whereas, inclusion for developmentally de-
layed children in their families, schools, and
communities is now and has always been the
goal of assessment and treatment for Wash-
ington State’s seventeen
Neurodevelopmental Centers; and

Whereas, support and education of parents,
families, and caregivers has been a major
component of treatment for children with
developmental delays at Washington State’s
seventeen Neurodevelopmental Centers; and

Whereas, parent choice for the assessment
and treatment of their children is an inalien-
able right; and

Whereas, wording for the original Edu-
cation for All Act of 1975, now known as Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), is taken directly from legislation en-
acted in Washington State in 1971 (HB 90);
and

Whereas, wording in the amended IDEA
takes away parent choice of assessment and
treatment for their developmentally delayed
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children in Neurodevelopmental Centers
such as the seventeen model
Neurodevelopmental Centers in Washington
State which have successfully served thou-
sands of children for more than forty years
with a constantly improving program;

Now, therefore, your Memorialists respect-
fully pray that Congress, through its process
to reauthorize IDEA, modify the wording re-
garding ‘‘natural environments’ to allow for
parent choice for assessment and treatment
of their developmentally delayed infants and
toddlers at a Neurodevelopmental Center
such as the seventeen outstanding
Neurodevelopmental Centers serving chil-
dren and families in Washington State.

Be it Resolved, That copies of this Memo-
rial be immediately transmitted to the Hon-
orable George W. Bush, President of the
United States, the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Education, the President of the
United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each member
of Congress from the State of Washington.

POM-309. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts rel-
ative to the Government Pension Offset
Rule; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
Rule of Title IT of the Social Security Act,
originally enacted in 1977, went into effect in
1983; and

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
Rule unfairly reduces Social Security bene-
fits that a person receives as a spouse if he
or she also has a Government Pension Based
on work that was not covered by Social Se-
curity; and

Whereas, since its inception, the Govern-
ment Pension Offset Rule has negatively and
unfairly affected over 340,000 Federal, State,
and local retirees; and

Whereas, Massachusetts is one of 15 States
in which the Government Pension Offset
Provision financially impacts Federal and
State retirees particularly hard; and

Whereas, the Government Pensions Offset
Provision is complicated and difficult to un-
derstand for many individuals affected by it;
and

Whereas, the Government Pension Offset
Rule has uneven results, especially for sur-
viving spouses of low-paid workers; and

Whereas, as of December 2001, 349,000 Gov-
ernment annuitants had their Social Secu-
rity spousal benefits affected by the Govern-
ment Pension Offset Rule; and

Whereas, in December 1999, the average off-
set caused by the Government Pensions Off-
set Rule was $276 a month for men and $391
a month for women; and

Whereas, Massachusetts State employees,
including teachers, do not pay into the Fed-
eral Social Security system and therefore,
are unfairly penalized once they reach retire-
ment by the Government Pension Offset
Rule; and

Whereas, it is unlikely that people will
turn to teaching professions at the end of
their careers due to the loss of Social Secu-
rity benefits they will endure once they
leave private sector professions; and

Whereas, individuals who worked all their
lives as public servants in teaching profes-
sions or social service professions are not eli-
gible to receive Social Security widow’s ben-
efits as a result of the Government Pension
Offset Rule and are thus unjustly penalized
for choosing public sector careers; and

Whereas, the reforms that led to the Gov-
ernment Pension Offset Rule are over 20
years old and outdated; and

Whereas, over the past several years, more
than 300 members of Congress have sup-
ported or co-sponsored legislation to amend
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this provision in Title II of the Social Secu-
rity Act; Therefore be it

Resolved, That the Massachusetts house of
representatives respectfully requests the
United States Congress to repeal the Govern-
ment Pension Offset Rule of Title II of the
Social Security Act; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions
be forwarded by the clerk of the House of
Representatives to the President of the
United States, to the Presiding Officer of
each branch of Congress and to the Members
thereof from this commonwealth.

POM-310. A joint resolution adopted by the
Assembly of the State of California relative
to the Choinumni Tribe; to the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

JOINT RESOLUTION No. 8

Whereas, the Choinumni Tribe of Yokuts is
a sovereign Indian Nation, located in Fresno
County, California, consisting of 103 enrolled
and documented members, with its tribal
headquarters located approximately 15 miles
from Choinumni State Park named in honor
of and as recognition of, the Choinumni
Tribe; and

Whereas, the leaders of the Choinumni
Tribe met with representatives of the United
States for treaty negotiations, and a treaty
was signed by both the tribal leaders and the
United States on April 29, 1851; and

Whereas, the Choinumni Tribe was thus
recognized by the United States government
as early as 1851; and

Whereas, the Choinumni Tribe signed the
treaty, on April 29, 1851, with four other In-
dian tribes, Picaynue Rancheria, Table
Mountain Rancheria, Santa Rosa Rancheria,
and Big Sandy Rancheria, all of whom are
currently fully federally recognized Indian
tribes; and

Whereas, the Choinumni Tribe is the only
tribe to have signed this treaty that has not
yet been granted full federal recognition;
and

Whereas, between 1851 and 1915, the United
States government began an unwarranted,
hostile relationship with the Choinumni
Tribe that forced many of its members to
flee into the hills; and

Whereas, around 1887, the United States
government granted individual land allot-
ments to some tribal members, but those al-
lotments were devoid of any water or other
vital natural resources, forcing surviving
tribal members to move to the City of Fres-
no to seek economic sustainability; and

Whereas, the Congress of the United States
has recognized the Choinumni Tribe pursu-
ant to subchapter XXV (commencing with
Section 651) of Chapter 14 of Title 25 of the
United States Code, which recognition was
judicially affirmed by the United States
Court of Claims in the case of Indians of
California v. United States (1942) 98 Ct.Cl.
583; and

Whereas, since the Choinumni Tribe is not
listed as an Indian tribe eligible to receive
federal programs set aside for Native Amer-
ican tribes, the Choinumni Tribe cannot par-
ticipate in health, education, and social pro-
grams provided by the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs and the Indian Health Service; and

Whereas, the Choinumni Tribe has long
been in a position of poverty that can be cor-
rected by federal recognition; and

Whereas, the Choinumni Tribe has been
working since 1959 for federal recognition,
including a 1987 application that is still
pending; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and senate of the
State of California, jointly, That the Legisla-
ture respectfully memorializes the President
and the Congress, and the Assistant Sec-
retary for Indian Affairs in the United States
Department of the Interior to grant the
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Choinumni Tribe full federal recognition and
all the rights and privileges that arise from
that declaration, including listing the tribe
in the Federal Register under the relevant
provisions of the Federally Recognized In-
dian Tribe List Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-
454), Title I; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly transmit copies of this resolution to
the President and Vice President of the
United States, to each Senator and Rep-
resentative from California in the Congress
of the United States, and to the Assistant
Secretary for Indian Affairs in the United
States Department of the Interior.

POM-311. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the General As-
sembly of the State of Ohio relative to estab-
lishing a National Funeral Service Edu-
cation Week; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 131

Whereas, the well-planned, thoughtful fu-
neral service, which formally commemorates
and celebrates the life of a deceased person,
often helps to comfort the person’s family
and to foster the family’s healing process;
and

Whereas, in the midst of the emotional dis-
tress and upheaval that may accompany the
death of a loved one, bereaved families seek
reassurance and consolation from funeral di-
rectors and morticians and may rely heavily
on them for guidance in planning and imple-
menting a meaningful funeral ceremony; and

Whereas, funeral service directors provide
invaluable assistance to grieving families by
assisting the families in making informed fu-
neral service choices, providing them with
information necessary to make funeral serv-
ice arrangements, and orchestrating mean-
ingful funeral services to memorialize their
loved ones; and

Whereas, national funeral organizations
have designated the week of September 21
through September 27, 2003, as National Fu-
neral Service Education Week to reflect the
efforts by funeral service directors and mor-
ticians to help grieving families to com-
memorate and celebrate the lives of their
loved ones; and

Whereas, during the week of September 21
through September 27, 2003, funeral directors
and consumer advocates will intensify their
efforts to provide consumers with necessary
information regarding funeral planning, the
arrangement of funeral ceremonies, and the
selection of funeral goods and services: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That we, the members of the
House of Representatives of the 125th Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of Ohio, strongly
encourage the Congress of the United States
to support efforts to establish National Fu-
neral Service Education Week; and be it fur-
ther

* * %

POM-312. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Maine relative to
Maine victims of the September 11th trag-
edy; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

H.P. 1542

Whereas, on September 11, 2001 thousands
of innocent people from Maine and across the
United States lost their lives and their loved
ones or were injured in a shocking assault on
the World Trade Center and the Pentagon;
and

Whereas, on the same day an airplane hi-
jacked as a part of those cowardly acts
crashed in the countryside outside Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, killing all aboard; and

Whereas, these losses were suffered by or-
dinary people as they were traveling or were
working in buildings that had become sym-

S13051

bols of America’s extraordinary strength;
and

Whereas, millions more people in this na-
tion, and across the world, were sickened as
they witnessed walls collapsing into rubble
and faces collapsing into horror: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That We, the Members of the
One Hundred and Twentieth Legislature now
assembled in the Second Regular Session,
join the citizens throughout Maine in ac-
knowledging and expressing our sorrow to all
those who have suffered loss through the
deaths of loved ones or injury to themselves;
and be it further

Resolved, That We, the Members of the
One Hundred and Twentieth Legislature, be-
lieve that all those who participated in or
sponsored these terrible crimes against hu-
manity should be brought to justice without
regard to region or border; and be it further

Resolved, That We, the Members of the
One Hundred and Twentieth Legislature,
avow and affirm our love for and belief in
this country and its people and principles
and its confidence in our President and lead-
ers as they guide us through these difficult
days; and be it further

Resolved, That We, the Members of the
One Hundred and Twentieth Legislature, ex-
press the collective grief and anguish of our
friends and neighbors throughout the nation
and our allies in other countries who suf-
fered loss in the aftermath of the appalling
airplane hijackings and attacks on Sep-
tember 11, 2001 and pledge our prayers and
our purpose in sustaining the strength and
solidarity of this nation, our President and
our leaders as we respond to this unprece-
dented attack on America; and be it further

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary
of State, be transmitted to the Honorable
George W. Bush, President of the United
States, to the President of the United States
Senate, to the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, to the governors
of the states of Maine and New York and the
commonwealths of Pennsylvania and Vir-
ginia.

POM-313. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Texas relative to a constitu-
tional amendment to prohibit courts from
mandating states or political subdivisions to
levy or increase taxes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 526

Whereas, in 1990, the United States Su-
preme Court, in the case of Missouri, et al. v.
Jenkins, et al. (495 U.S. 33), chose to dis-
regard Article I, Section 8, of the United
States Constitution, which reserves exclu-
sively to the legislative branch of govern-
ment the authority to tax the citizenry; and

Whereas, in drafting that constitutional
section and allocating the power of taxation,
the Founding Fathers drew upon the Peti-
tion of Right, an English law initiated by Sir
Edward Coke, then approved by the British
House of Commons and accepted by King
Charles I on June 7, 1628, which states in per-
tinent part that ‘. .. no man hereafter
[may] be compelled to make or yield any . . .
tax . . . without common consent by Act of
Parliament . . .”’; and

Whereas, in 1787, the framers of the United
States Constitution reiterated that time-
tested principle of limited taxation, specifi-
cally vesting with the legislative branch
alone the ‘. .. Power To lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises .. .”;
and

Whereas, their intent is unambiguous,
made clear by the analysis of James Madi-
son, who observed in The Federalist No. 48
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that ‘. . . the legislative department alone
has access to the pockets of the people . . .”’;
and

Whereas, the same view is expressed by
Alexander Hamilton, who asked rhetorically
in The Federalist No. 33, ‘“‘[w]lhat is the
power of laying and collecting taxes but a
legislative power . . .?,”” and follows consist-
ently in The Federalist No. 78, in which he
argued that the judiciary should be the least
dangerous branch of government inasmuch
as judges would have ‘“. . . no influence over
either the sword or the purse . . .”’; and

Whereas, yet today, Hamilton’s argument
no longer rings true; through legal orders
and the exercise of judicial threat and in-
timidation, federal courts have usurped the
role of the legislative branch and have gone
so far as to apply it even to non-federal lev-
els of government, mandating state and local
requirements that have the direct, or indi-
rect, effect of imposing judicial taxes upon
the states and their political subdivisions;
and

Whereas, in so vesting itself by fiat with
control of the public purse strings, the fed-
eral judiciary has contravened and over-
ridden the constitutional separation of pow-
ers between the different branches—and lev-
els—of government, threatening creation of
a fiscal oligarchy unbeholden to influence by
the electorate; and

Whereas, the states and Congress have too
long ignored this self-proclamation and sei-
zure of taxation prerogatives, and it be-
hooves all Americans to preserve their rights
by the adoption of an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, re-estab-
lishing the fundamental link between tax-
ation and representation; and

Whereas, seeking to reverse the aforemen-
tioned Jenkins decision of 1990, lawmakers in
23 other States—and in two territories of the
United States—beginning in 1993, have al-
ready adopted and transmitted to Congress
memorials requesting that Congress propose
an amendment to the United States Con-
stitution, and those memorials have been en-
tered in the Congressional Record as follows:

the Missouri General Assembly in 1993
(Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 9) des-
ignated as POM-175 in Volume 139 of the
Congressional Record at page 14565;

the Colorado General Assembly in 1994
(Senate Joint Memorial No. 94-2) designated
as POM-569 in Volume 140 of the Congres-
sional Record at page 15070;

the New York Senate in 1994 (Senate No.
3352) designated as POM-578 in Volume 140 of
the Congressional Record at page 15073;

the Tennessee General Assembly in 1994
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 372) designated
as POM-580 in Volume 140 of the Congres-
sional Record at page 15074;

the Arizona Legislature in 1995 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 1014) designated
as POM-523 in Volume 142 of the Congres-
sional Record at pages 6586 and 6587;

the Louisiana Legislature in 1995 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 11) designated as
POM-525 in Volume 142 of the Congressional
Record at page 6587;

the Massachusetts Senate in 1995 (unnum-
bered resolution) designated as POM-625 in
Volume 142 of the Congressional Record at
pages 14940 and 14941 and designated as POM-
638 at page 15486;

the Nevada Legislature in 1995 (Senate
Joint Resolution No. 2) designated as POM-
287 in Volume 141 of the Congressional
Record at page 22422;

the Alaska Legislature in both 1996 and
1998 (House Joint Resolution No. 30 in 1996)
designated as POM-622 in Volume 142 of the
Congressional Record at pages 14939 and
14940; (House Joint Resolution No. 57 in 1998)
designated as POM-515 in Volume 144 of the
Congressional Record at page S9042;
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the Michigan Legislature in 1996 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 278) designated as
POM-444 in Volume 144 of the Congressional
Record at page S5515;

the South Dakota Legislature in 1996
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 1010) des-
ignated as POM-526 in Volume 142 of the
Congressional Record at page 6587;

the Delaware General Assembly in 1997
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 6) des-
ignated as POM-20 in Volume 143 of the Con-
gressional Record at page S5252;

the Alabama Legislature in 1998 (House
Joint Resolution No. 261) designated as
POM-416 in Volume 144 of the Congressional
Record at page S9405;

the Oklahoma Legislature in 1998 (Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 50) designated as
POM-479 in Volume 144 of the Congressional
Record at pages S6404 and S6405;

the Illinois Senate in 1999 (Senate Resolu-
tion No. 216) designated as POM-449 in Vol-
ume 146 of the Congressional Record at page
S1814 and designated as POM-512 at page
S3611;

the Utah Legislature in 1999 (House Joint
Resolution No. 5) designated as POM-285 in
Volume 145 of the Congressional Record at
page S9945;

the Kansas Legislature in 2000 (House Con-
current Resolution No. 5059) designated as
POM-527 in Volume 146 of the Congressional
Record at page S4378;

the New Hampshire General Court in 2000
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 27) des-
ignated as POM-531 in Volume 146 of the
Congressional Record at page S6469;

the Pennsylvania General Assembly in 2000
(Senate Resolution No. 47) designated as
POM-642 in Volume 146 of the Congressional
Record at pages S11788 and S11789;

the South Carolina General Assembly in
2000 (House Concurrent Resolution No. 4434)
designated as POM-641 in Volume 146 of the
Congressional Record at page S11575;

the West Virginia Legislature in 2000
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 5) des-
ignated as POM-442 in Volume 146 of the
Congressional Record at page S1669;

the House of Representatives of the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands—a territory of the United States—in
2000 (House Resolution No. 12-109) designated
as Memorial No. 1 in Volume 147 of the Con-
gressional Record at page HI11l; as well as
the Senate of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, likewise in 2000
(Senate Resolution No. 12-33) designated as
POM-46 in Volume 147 of the Congressional
Record at page S4244;

the North Dakota Legislative Assembly in
2001 (House Concurrent Resolution No. 3031)
designated as POM-7 in Volume 147 of the
Congressional Record at pages S3704 and
S31705;

the Legislature of the United States Terri-
tory of Guam in 2001 (Resolution No. 6) des-
ignated as POM-357 in Volume 148 of the
Congressional Record at page S10570; and

the Wyoming Legislature in 2002 (Senate
Joint Resolution No. SJ003, later styled En-
rolled Joint Resolution No. 2) designated as
POM-250 in Volume 148 of the Congressional
Record at pages S5630 and S5631: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 78th Legislature of the State of
Texas, Regular Session, 2003, hereby memori-
alize the United States Congress to propose
and submit to the states for ratification an
amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion to prohibit all federal courts from order-
ing or instructing any state or political sub-
division thereof, or an official of any state or
political subdivision, to levy or increase
taxes; and be it further

Resolved, That the Congress be respectfully
requested to entertain the following sug-
gested text for such an amendment:

October 22, 2003

‘““Article Neither the Supreme Court nor
any inferior court of the United States shall
have the power to instruct or order a state or
political subdivision thereof, or an official of
such state or political subdivision, to levy or
increase taxes’’; and be it further

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the Texas
House of Representatives forward official
copies of this resolution to the vice president
of the United States, to the speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, and
to all members of the Texas delegation to
the Congress, with the request that this reso-
lution be entered officially in the Congres-
sional Record as a memorial to the Congress
of the United States of America to propose
for ratification a federal constitutional
amendment to prohibit judicially imposed
taxes.

POM-314. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of the State of Michigan relative to visas for
temporary agricultural workers; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 314

Whereas, the tragic events of September
11, 2001, have caused us to reexamine a host
of policies and practices to do all we can to
increase the security of our state and nation.
Because of the magnitude of the attacks and
the fact that murderers plotted the attacks
over a long period of time, we are now mak-
ing greater efforts to address the issue of
aliens who are here illegally; and

Whereas, as the issue of immigration is
closely examined, it is imperative that our
nation remember the vitally important role
that law-abiding aliens play in our country.
Temporary workers meet a necessary and
productive need in many sectors of our econ-
omy. This is most apparent in the area of ag-
riculture. Michigan, which benefits greatly
from the efforts of seasonal agricultural
workers, especially from Mexico, is keenly
aware of how much these workers contribute
to our state; and

Whereas, the country’s policies toward
temporary agricultural workers need to be
assessed in the context of the importance of
these people to our nation. The current num-
ber of visas for temporary agricultural work-
ers may not be sufficient. If this number is
too low, it may have the effect of increasing
the number of aliens here without docu-
mentation, even though seasonal farm work-
ers would rather be here by following all of
the regulations. The current program used
for temporary agricultural workers visa
processing (H2A) should be reformed. Making
the process of gaining the proper visa
smoother and increasing the number of these
workers who can be here lawfully may well
benefit the economy as well as increase na-
tional security: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the house of representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States and the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service to determine the appro-
priateness of increasing the number of visas
for temporary agricultural workers, and be
it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service.

——————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary:
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