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HONORING SHERYTHIA  SCAIFE,
RALPH DUKE, AND JOHNSON’S
CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
in every one of our lives there are peo-
ple and places that are really unique,
and they are so special that they be-
come an essential part of who we are
and who our communities are and what
they become over time.

Today, | want to recognize two peo-
ple and one place that have not only
helped shape who | am, but they have
touched the lives of our entire commu-
nity and thousands of people. Quite
simply, they represent what is the very
best about Tennessee.

This month Sherythia Scaife, a mem-
ber of the board of directors for his-
toric Belmont Mansion in Nashville,
will receive the Helen Kennedy Award
for volunteer service. The Belmont
Mansion is truly one of those historical
treasures in Tennessee; and Sherythia,
the best way to sum it up is she is sim-
ply one of our treasures, such a won-
derful woman.

As everyone involved in charity work
can tell us, fund-raising is a tough job;
but Sherythia committed her energies
to preserving the Belmont Mansion,
and she has helped lead the effort to
raise funds for the Belmont Mansion.
We are lucky to have this wonderful
part of the past with us still, and we
are even luckier to have someone like
Sherythia Scaife here to help protect
Belmont Mansion for the future.

In the city of Franklin, Tennessee,
where | have one of my district offices,
there was a man whom everyone knew.
He was our friend, a leader, a small
business owner. He was truly a pillar of
the community. Ralph Duke started
out as a grocery bag boy, and he ended
up as our town’s main street phar-
macist and civic leader.

We lost Ralph just a few days ago;
and in thinking about what he meant
to all of us, | was amazed at just how
much he had accomplished in his life-
time. He filled close to 1 million pre-
scriptions over the years to keep us
healthy. He served us as an alderman
and worked to improve police and fire
service to help keep us all safe; and
Ralph, above all else, took the time to
say hello and to care about people,
making us all feel that part of the com-
munity was important.

Ralph will be missed, but he is with
us in our memories, and his family is
with us in our thoughts and prayers.

A church is not just a building. It is
also a source of strength and solace for
a community of people. It is a place to
offer our thanks to the Lord and John-
son’s Chapel United Methodist Church
in Brentwood, Tennessee, will be cele-
brating its 200th birthday on October 4,
2003. While the church structure has
been destroyed by fire and renovated
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by man over those 200 years, the place
has been one of God for all this time. It
is a wonderful thing to think of the
comfort and love that is so strong and
true in this single location, a place
that brings people together to worship
our Lord, to honor our families, to cel-
ebrate some of life’s most special occa-
sions, like my niece’s wedding, and
sends them out into the world renewed,
energized and excited about the word of
God.

Madam Speaker, | imagine that all of
my colleagues have stories like these
of the wonderful places that exist in
each of our districts, the things that
make America and our communities so
unique, a Nation where people like
Sherythia Scaife and Ralph Duke can
give of their time to others and a place
where we can freely assemble in places
of worship, such as Johnson’s Chapel
United Methodist Church.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

IN MEMORY OF DR. MILTON
WILSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Madam Speaker, |
rise to honor and pay tribute to a great
American, my good friend, the late Dr.
Milton Wilson from Houston, Texas.
Dr. Wilson passed away on September
2, 2003. 1 hope my colleagues will join
me in extending deepest sympathies to
his family as they mourn this great
loss. Although Dr. Wilson will be sorely
missed, his family can take comfort in
remembering his numerous accom-
plishments and the incredible legacy
he left behind.

Dr. Milton Wilson was born July 20,
1915, in Paducah, Kentucky. His father
was a Pullman car porter, and both his
mother and grandmother were public
school teachers. His parents instilled in
him a strong work ethic and a love for
education that stayed with him
throughout his life.

After graduating from Lincoln High
School in Paducah, Kentucky, Milton
Wilson went on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree from West Virginia State College
and later earned a master’s degree, as
well as a doctorate degree in business
administration from Indiana Univer-
sity at Bloomington. In later years, he
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returned to teach at Indiana Univer-
sity as a professor of accounting. His
commitment to his students and his
dedication to teaching earned him In-
diana University’s Distinguished Alum-
ni Award.

Dr. Wilson continued his very distin-
guished career as head of the Depart-
ment of Accounting at Hampton Insti-
tute in Hampton, Virginia, through
1944. At the request of President Dent
of Dillard University, Dr. Wilson
moved to New Orleans to head the uni-
versity’s business department until
1949.
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Shortly thereafter, Dr. Wilson moved
to my home State of Texas, and in 1952
became the first African American Cer-
tified Public Accountant in Texas. The
President of Texas Southern Univer-
sity invited him to establish a Depart-
ment of Business Administration,
which later became the School of Busi-
ness Administration, with Dr. Wilson
serving as its first dean. Under Dean
Wilson’s leadership, TSU became the
first school of business in Houston to
gain accreditation by the American As-
sembly of College Schools of Business.

Because of trailblazing work, Dr. Wil-
son became nationally known as the
dean of predominantly black business
schools in this country. It was while he
headed the TSU School of Business Ad-
ministration that | first came to know
Dr. Milton Wilson, his first wife Zelda,
and his family. Mrs. Wilson, who
passed away in 2001, was a beautiful,
gracious and hospitable lady who al-
ways made me feel welcome in her
home. | will always remember listening
to her own stories and experiences,
both challenging and rewarding.

His son, Milton Wilson, Jr., followed
in his father’s footsteps and has been
honored many times in the Federal
Government’s Senior Executive Serv-
ice, serving for the Small Business Ad-
ministration. I am proud to recognize
him as one of my best friends during
the last 25 years.

Not content to rest on his laurels at
TSU, Dr. Wilson also served as a vis-
iting professor at both Harvard and the
University of Chicago. He shared his
expertise as a valued consultant for a
number of Federal agencies. As adviser
to the Ford Foundation, in conjunction
with Indiana University, he led a
project that resulted in the successful
establishment of the Institute of Busi-
ness Administration in Dacca, Paki-
stan.

Dr. Wilson remained at TSU until
1970, when President Cheek of Howard
University called him and offered him
a new opportunity. President Cheek re-
quested that he establish the Howard
University School of Business and Pub-
lic Administration. Dr. Wilson accept-
ed this challenge. Through his efforts,
Howard University became the first
school in the Washington area to gain
AACSB accreditation, first for its
bachelor degree program and, ulti-
mately for its accounting program.
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Madam Speaker, Dr. Wilson believed
anything was possible. He never gave
up and fought to make every institu-
tion of higher learning at which he
served the best it could be. His stu-
dents received the educational tools
they needed to become prominent and
successful business people, profes-
sionals and elected officials.

Throughout his life, Dr. Wilson received
countless honors, awards and recognitions, in-
cluding the Henry B. Gonzalez Latino Leader-
ship Award, named in honor of our colleague,
the late Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez.
This citation for meritorious service is pre-
sented to those who have worked selflessly,
often without recognition, and made contribu-
tions both in the Hispanic community and the
broader society as well.

Dr. Wilson was chosen to receive this award
because he embodied a giving, sharing spirit
and made a lasting contribution to our nation
through education. Upon retiring from TSU in
1990, Dr. Wilson was honored by the Texas
House of Representatives for his distinguished
serviced in his community, business, govern-
ment and academia.

Dr. Wilson is survived by his second wife,
Imelda Pradia Wilson and three children: Rhea
Ann Fairley, Zelda Jefferson Young, and Mil-
ton Wilson, Jr.; his sister, Jessie W. Wilson;
and five grand-children: Gladys Zelda Fairley,
Paul Milton Fairley, Milton Wilson Ill, Marcus
James Wilson, and Wendell Mosley.

Dr. Milton Wilson was a true American pio-
neer. His efforts and his accomplishments will
long be remembered.

| ask all Members of Congress to join me in
commending the late Dr. Milton Wilson for his
exceptional career and contributions to our
Nation and in extending our sincere condo-
lences to his family and friends.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Madam Speaker, to-
night | wish to spend a few minutes
talking about a couple of issues; num-
ber one, the progress and the commit-
ment and the hope that | have observed
in Irag in two different trips, two dif-
ferent opportunities | have had to trav-
el to Iraq, once in August and going
back in September; and then | want to
talk a little bit about the statement
today by Dr. David Kay on the interim
progress of the lIragi Survey Group.
The lIragi Survey Group is the group
that is working in lraqg and doing the
search and the delineation of exactly
what the WMD, the weapons of mass
destruction, program consisted of in
Iraqg before and during the Operation
Iraqi Freedom.
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First, let me talk about my trip to
Irag in August and in September. You
fly into a city of 5.7 million people and
then you fly over Baghdad for half an
hour or 40 minutes to get kind of an ob-
servation as to exactly what is going
on in Baghdad. Remember, | did this in
the middle of August. The first obser-
vation was that this was not a country
and that this was not a city that was
destroyed by war and mired in turmoil.
Sometimes that is the impression that
we get from watching the nightly news.

Aside from a few small pockets of de-
struction in Baghdad, the city ap-
peared to be functioning close to a nor-
mal city in the Middle East. There
were cars, buses and trucks on the
streets. There were people on the
streets. The stores were open. Com-
merce was going on in Baghdad. There
had been a lot of progress and a lot of
activity going on in Baghdad.

We had the opportunity to talk with
our troops and to hear about the re-
building and the reconstruction that
they had been involved with in Iraq
over the last number of months. They
talked about having what | call walk-
ing-around money, but it is very close-
ly tracked by the military. The mili-
tary, at any given time, can print out
a list of all the projects that they have
been working on.

The 101st Division, up in northern
Irag, gave us a list of roughly 1,800
projects that they had been involved
with, that they had completed or were
still working on in the middle of Au-
gust. They had 1,800 projects, from re-
pairing clinics, drilling wells, repairing
schools, working in hospitals, agricul-
tural projects, and a whole number of
different kinds of things that clearly
empowered them to go into the com-
munities where they were stationed
and where they were trying to provide
security and to assist the Iraqgis in re-
building their community, not tomor-
row but at that moment and on that
day. As these funds were depleted, the
troops would get more funds. These
funds came from the dollars that were
left over in the lIragi treasury after
Saddam Hussein was overthrown.

A second thing that kind of struck
me. | was impressed by the troops.
They are doing an absolutely awesome
job there. The other thing that people
have asked me, what were you sur-
prised about when you went to lraq? |
was not surprised about the work of
our troops in lIraq. 1 have seen our
troops in action in Afghanistan. | have
been on aircraft carriers. | have been in
Bosnia and Kosovo and had the oppor-
tunity to interact. | am not surprised
by the work of our troops. | am im-
pressed but not surprised. | have come
to expect that because they have dem-
onstrated it over and over.

But one of the things that did sur-
prise me is | had heard of the palaces of
Saddam in lIraq. | have been to
Versailles, | have been to Buckingham
Palace, but nothing prepares you for
Saddam’s lavish spending on himself
once you take a look at his palaces in
Iraq.
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The palace in Tikrit has over 100
buildings in it. It probably stretches an
area from the Capitol here in Wash-
ington down to the White House, if not
a larger area. It has a perimeter secu-
rity system with walls and watch-
towers and those types of things; three
to four story high buildings, which in
terms of their scale are closer in scale
to the size of this building, the Capitol
of the United States, than what they
are of our White House. And again he
has these all over the country.

We also had the opportunity to meet
with Peter McPherson, who is the
President of Michigan State Univer-
sity, who for a number of months
served in lIraq. He is now back at
Michigan State but served as their fi-
nance minister.

| asked him about one of the allega-
tions that was made about the post-war
planning. | said, Peter, there are folks
that are saying there is very little
planning that went on as to what we
were going to do after the war. He kind
of laughed and said, you know, a num-
ber of the things that typically happen
after a war in a country did not happen
here in Iragq.

Many times the currency will col-
lapse. As a matter of fact, here in Iraq,
we had a debate about whether we
should keep the Iraqi dinar. Why the
debate? Well, the debate was the Iraqi
dinar has a picture of Saddam Hussein
on it, and the last thing we really
wanted to do was to provide to the peo-
ple of Irag a constant reminder of the
Saddam regime and that Saddam was
still out there. But he said, Pete, we
went through this conscious decision
to keep the lraqgi dinar in circulation
so that commerce could continue and
so that the economy would not col-
lapse.

He also said that by keeping the
dinar in circulation and by providing
the security into the system, the banks
did not collapse, that there was not a
run on the banks right after the banks
reopened. The banking and the finan-
cial institutions stayed in business. As
a matter of fact, with the stability
that we have there, there are now a
number of international banks that are
clamoring to get into Irag. And in a
couple of weeks we will be introducing
a new currency into Irag, one that gets
rid of the picture of Saddam Hussein on
the money.

Peter McPherson worked with the
Iragi Governing Council to put in place
a tax structure, highest tax rate of 15
percent, to put in a tariff structure and
also to come up with rules for inter-
national investment. Every industry
will now be open for foreign invest-
ment, except the energy sector.

I also had the opportunity to meet
with another individual from Michigan,
Jim Haverman, who is serving as kind
of the shadow finance minister, or
health care minister in Iraq. What he is
doing is rebuilding the structure. |
asked him the same question. Jim,
what about the plan or the lack of
planning in the post-war period?
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