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have 12,000 reservists that also fall in 
that category, and as my colleague 
well knows, we have reservists doing 
full-time duty now, and it is important 
for us to also recognize that. So we 
have soldiers that we have asked them 
to be weekend soldiers, but they are 
spending time down there all year. So 
it becomes real important that we 
move forward on this as quickly as pos-
sible, and I want to ask that my col-
leagues consider the motion and ask 
that we come because when all is said 
and done, if this does not occur, then 
the only ones we can hold responsible 
is both the House and the Senate and, 
in this case, controlled by the Repub-
lican party and the administration. 

So I would ask my colleagues for se-
rious consideration of some passage 
that would allow expediting the citi-
zenship process because they have to 
qualify even more so. To be in the mili-
tary, they have to have had a GED or 
high school. They have to have, as I al-
ready indicated, the leadership and loy-
alty to this country and demonstrated 
that, and so I think we have a unique 
opportunity to send a real positive 
message to both the people that are 
serving our military, and both the re-
servists as well as the active duty, be-
cause they have all been out there for 
us and are willing to continue to de-
fend our country, and we ought to be 
willing to move forward, and if they 
served honorably, then we ought to see 
what we can do to help them out in the 
process of becoming citizens and to 
have 37,000 people in the military that 
are not citizens yet and have trouble as 
the case that I have here before on Pri-
vate Escalante, then we need to see 
how we can make some exceptions in 
those cases, and I would hope that we 
have that flexibility in order for that 
to happen.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I am here today 
to join my colleagues in asking the House 
conferees of the Defense Authorization bill 
(H.R. 1588) to accept the Citizenship for 
America’s troop’s provision that Senator KEN-
NEDY included in the Senate’s bill. 

Ever since the war against Saddam Hussein 
began, politicians and commentators have 
noted that many brave soldiers were risking 
their lives for America despite the fact that 
they are not citizens. As many have pointed 
out, some of these non-citizen soldiers were 
among the first brave men and women to fall. 
Some were born in Mexico before joining the 
U.S. military—like Pfc. Francisco Martinez Flo-
res, Cpl. Jose Angel Garibay and Lance Cpl. 
Jesus Suarez del Solar. Others were born in 
Guatemala—like Lance Cpl. Jose Gutierrez. 
But all died fighting for a country where they 
couldn’t even cast a vote. 

Of course, this is not a new problem. In the 
last Congress—in May of 2002, to be pre-
cise—I first introduced legislation to help re-
move the obstacles these brave soldiers face 
on their path to citizenship. And I re-intro-
duced my bill in this Congress one week be-
fore our country went to war in Iraq. 

But months and months have passed, and 
still this Congress has not acted. So while the 
citizenship provision in the Senate bill is not 
identical to my original legislation, I fully sup-

port it. It is the quickest way to honor the 
brave soldiers who have shown the willing-
ness to make the ultimate sacrifice for the 
country they dearly wish to be citizens of. 
Members of the military who risk their lives to 
defend this Nation deserve better than the bu-
reaucratic and financial burdens that now 
stand between them and citizenship. And they 
deserve better than the waiting game they’ve 
had to endure since I first proposed legislation 
like this more than a year ago. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I again urge the House 
managers to not play politics with this issue. 
Accept the Kennedy language and do the right 
thing for our troops. 

It is the only way to get this done in a timely 
fashion. Our legal permanent resident troops 
have already waited for far too long.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
the Rodriguez motion to instruct the conferees 
on the Defense Reauthorization Act. 

I support his motion because I strongly be-
lieve that we must expedite the citizenship 
process for immigrants that serve in the 
United States military. 

If they wear the American flag on their uni-
form everyday and proudly fight for this nation 
then I believe offering them citizenship is the 
least we can do. 

Thirty-seven thousand immigrants soldiers 
risk their lives everyday in defense of our Na-
tion. These patriots may be of different nation-
alities but they share the same commitment to 
defend the United States. 

As a Nation, we must respect and honor 
those who are willing to fight and die for ideals 
of democracy and the ideals of the United 
States of America, regardless of their nation-
ality. If we trust immigrants to die protecting 
this Nation then we must trust them to be-
come American citizens. 

The Senate bill has provisions to allow 
these immigrant soldiers to become citizens 
after two years, rather than three and I sup-
port that. 

The Senate provision also allows immigrant 
soldiers to fulfill citizen requirements at U.S. 
facilities abroad and I support that. 

Currently, immigrant soldiers serving over 
seas are required to take leave, spend their 
own money and travel back to the U.S. to ful-
fill their citizenship requirements. The process 
is slow archaic, and wrong. No one should be 
punished for serving this Nation. 

I served this Nation proudly and I am the 
child of immigrants. I know the love that my 
parents had for this Nation, and I know the 
love that I have for this Nation, and no one 
should be punished for wanting to proudly 
serve this country. No one should be punished 
simply because they were not lucky enough to 
be born on United States soil. 

We owe anyone who is willing to fight for 
this Nation the opportunity to quickly and ex-
peditiously become a United States citizen. 

We are asking something simple—allow 
these proud immigrants to become citizens. At 
a time when we are fighting enemies abroad 
and at home, why deny those that are the 
most loyal their wish to become Americans. 

On behalf of the 37,000 immigrant soldiers 
and families, I urge my colleagues to support 
the Rodriguez motion to instruct.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the remainder of the time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this motion to instruct. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GILLMOR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to instruct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct 
offered by the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. RODRIGUEZ). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, and the ear-
lier order of the House of today, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2003 TO MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 22, 2003 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns tomorrow, September 
18, 2003, it adjourn to meet at noon on 
Monday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 23, 2003 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns on Monday, September 
22, 2003, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, September 23, 2003, for 
morning hour debates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the busi-
ness in order under the Calendar 
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on 
Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DOGGETT addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HENSARLING addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. CHOCOLA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CHOCOLA addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

HONORING HISTORICALLY BLACK 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
(HBCU) WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak in honor of Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. 

HBCUs are indeed special to me, since it 
was when I was 16 years old that I left home 
to attend the University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff, which was AM&N College at that time. 
The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
ended up being very significant to my entire 
family. As time went on, my six brothers and 
sisters also attended the University of Arkan-
sas at Pine Bluff, as well as nieces and neph-
ews and a number of cousins. When I look 
around my office, there are a number of indi-
viduals who have attended Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, such as Wilber-
force, UAPB, Morehouse, Howard, and Jack-
son State. The reality is that for thousands 
and thousands of individuals, without these in-
stitutions being available, well equipped, 
ready, and prepared, many of the individuals 
who have managed to rise above the individ-
uality of their circumstances would have never 
been able to do so.

Before the Civil War, higher education for 
black students was virtually non-existent, ex-
cept for a minor few like Frederick Douglass, 

who did receive schooling but often in hostile, 
informal settings or were forced to teach them-
selves. But as Frederick Douglass said, ‘‘If 
there is no struggle, there is no progress.’’ 
And progress was made. The Morrill Land-
Grant Act gave federal lands to the States for 
the purposes of opening colleges and univer-
sities and with great success many institutions 
were created. However, only a few were open 
to African Americans. In 1890, 28 years later, 
this issue was addressed and the second Mor-
rill Land-Grant Act was passed and specified 
that states must either make their schools 
open to both blacks and whites or allocate 
money for segregated black colleges to serve 
as an alternative to white schools. A total of 
16 exclusively black institutions received 1890 
land-grant funds. 

Today, there are 103 black colleges, recog-
nized by the Department of Education, be-
cause they were founded before 1964. Today, 
there are about 270,000 students attending 
black colleges and universities and thousands 
of students graduating annually from black col-
leges. The Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities have produced 35 percent of all 
black lawyers, 50 percent of all black engi-
neers and 65 percent of all black physicians. 
No school sends more blacks to medical 
school than New Orleans’ Xavier University, 
and, while HBCUs constitute only 3 percent of 
the country’s institutions of higher education, 
28 percent of all blacks who receive bach-
elor’s degrees earn them from black institu-
tions.

As it is evident by the number of African 
Americans who receive a degree from one of 
the Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities, these institutions also play an important 
role in the communities which they serve. 
Black Colleges are the social, economic and 
political beacon within the communities in 
which they are located. For instance, the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff has a bell 
tower on the campus, which is the tallest 
structure in that area. It stands as a symbol of 
educational opportunity and hope for the Afri-
can Americans growing up around the Univer-
sity, in that area. HBCUs are necessary, not 
just for young African Americans, not just for 
the communities where they are, but also be-
cause they are an incredibly important part of 
American history. During the next few weeks 
as the Committee on Education and the Work-
force address the issue of Higher Education 
as we reauthorize the Higher Education Act, I 
shall endeavor to ensure that the Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities are not forgot-
ten and receive the attention they deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, education is the great equal-
izer, and, in the last few decades, having a 
college degree has been more than important 
to finding a job with a livable wage and rea-
sonable benefits. HBCUs have made it pos-
sible for thousands of African Americans, in-
cluding myself, to grasp and take part in seek-
ing the American dream.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-

woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. BALDWIN addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PAUL addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STRICKLAND addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
CUNNINGHAM) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. CUNNINGHAM addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

HONORING MR. OSCAR PETERSLIE 
AS WISCONSIN’S OUTSTANDING 
OLDER WORKER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, tonight I rise 
to honor my good friend Oscar 
Peterslie who received the Outstanding 
Older Worker award in the State of 
Wisconsin for 2003 by the Experience 
Works Prime Time Awards Program. 
Experience Works, a nonprofit focused 
on employment, training and commu-
nity services for older workers, began 
the Prime Time Awards Program 6 
years ago, and Oscar is the first winner 
from La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

I applaud Oscar who, at the age of 81, 
currently works more than 40 hours per 

VerDate jul 14 2003 04:13 Sep 18, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00084 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17SE7.138 H17PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-07-17T01:25:46-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




