September 16, 2003

PREVENTING UNDERAGE
DRINKING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, | spent
roughly 40 years working with young
people, and over those 40 years there
was a growing concern about drug
abuse. Drugs such as cocaine, mari-
juana, heroin, methamphetamines were
unheard of in 1960 and became more
and more prevalent as those 40 years
moved forward.

My observation was the primary drug
problem that we had with young people
really revolved around alcohol. Last
week the National Academy of Science
came out with a report on underage
drinking that | think underscored this
observation. The findings were as fol-
lows:

Number one, underage drinking re-
sults in $53 billion of costs to the Na-
tion annually; $19 billion of this is for
alcohol-related traffic accidents; 2,339
15- to 20-year-olds were Killed in 2000 by
alcohol-related traffic accidents.

Number two, availability apparently
is no problem. Ninety percent of
twelfth graders say obtaining alcohol
is easy. Fifty percent of seniors drink
each month, and 25 percent of those
drink heavily.

Third, underage drinkers drink more
than adults do. The report indicates
that underage drinkers consume nearly
twice as much alcohol on each occasion
than adults. In other words, underage
drinkers are more likely to drink to
get drunk than adults.

Number four, underage drinking is
more addictive. Due to psychological
and physiological immaturity, alcohol
dependency progresses much more rap-
idly in young people. Sometimes it pro-
gresses in a matter of weeks or
months, whereas in most adults the
disease may progress over a period of
years.

It is estimated that there are 3 mil-
lion teenage alcoholics in our country
today, and those that are addicted to
other drugs, it could be a fraction of
that 3 million, and yet that gets most
of the attention.

Number five, the average age of the
first drink is decreasing. At the present
time the first age of drink is about 14
on the average. Twenty percent of
eighth graders use alcohol frequently.

Six, the side effects of adolescent
drinking are devastating. Underage
drinking leads to violence, suicide, aca-
demic failure, date rape, unwanted
pregnancy, it can impede brain devel-
opment, and it is a gateway to other il-
legal drugs such as cocaine, meth-
amphetamine and heroin, because all
of those drugs usually do not start with
the drug itself but rather alcohol con-
sumption.

Number seven, a point that | would
like to bring out is why has underage
drinking become such a huge problem.
I would say parental factors have been
a major issue. Many parents subscribe
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to the myth, which is false, that if a
young person is using alcohol then
they will not use other drugs, when the
reverse is absolutely the fact. If you
start using alcohol early, you are more
apt to be addicted to all kinds of other
drugs as well.

Oftentimes parents will purchase al-
cohol for children. And then, of course,
there is the issue of lack of parental in-
volvement. A recent study indicated
that parents today spend 40 percent
less time with their children than they
did a generation ago, and of course
that leads to some problems in the al-
cohol area.

Then of course there has been a prob-
lem with media influence. Young peo-
ple are often targeted by alcohol com-
mercials, and those of you who may
watch NCAA football this next Satur-
day will undoubtedly come across a
number of beer commercials, and these
commercials will not show you an
overweight 50-year-old or an auto-
mobile accident or somebody whose
wife walked out on him. Rather, they
will be young, they will be attractive,
they will be athletic and they will be
having a good time. And so NCAA
sports, which should be aimed at im-
proving things for young people, is, |
think, in this case part of the problem.
Also, much music targeted to young
people glamorizes alcohol.
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So some of the solutions provided by
this report | think are worth noting.

I think we need to reallocate govern-
ment resources. Twenty-five times
more money is spent on preventing il-
legal drug use than preventing illegal
drinking by young people, and yet if we
can keep people from drinking, par-
ticularly at an early age, we are going
to do a tremendous amount to cut
down use of other hard drugs, and our
money would be much better spent in
that regard.

We need to hold alcohol advertisers
accountable for targeting young peo-
ple. There is no question that many of
their advertisements are aimed di-
rectly at people, and some of those are
underage drinkers. We need to hold the
recording industry, the motion picture
industry and the television industry
accountable for ratings. Many of these
ratings are rated G or PG and have
heavy alcohol content in them.

We need to enforce regulations ban-
ning the sale of liquor to underage
drinkers. Many times people who vio-
late these rules just get a slap on the
wrist. It has been proposed, also, by the
NAS study that we raise the excise tax
on alcohol to promote a campaign to
reduce underage drinking, much as we
have to reduce smoking.

So all of these things | think are
worth considering, and | certainly urge
the membership to take a hard look at
the NAS report.

——
LETTERS FROM CONSTITUENTS
CONCERNING IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLINE). Under a previous order of the
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House, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 165
years ago the U.S. House of Represent-
atives passed a rule to ban discussion,
debate, printing of any information or
discussion of the issue of slavery. As a
result, former President John Quincy
Adams, who was elected to the House
of Representatives after he was Presi-
dent, came to the House floor night
after night, week after week, hoping to
change the minds of people and debate
the issue of slavery.

Adams, one of the Nation’s leading
abolitionists, one of the Nation’s
strongest believers in giant social jus-
tice, as a result, because he was prohib-
ited from talking about slavery, came
to the floor and read letters that he re-
ceived from constituents in Massachu-
setts and constituents around the
country. He believed that Congress
should discuss slavery and debate slav-
ery, so he allowed citizens to speak
through him as the microphone, citi-
zens through using these letters to
speak directly to Congress, directly to
the American people.

In a similar way, many in this Con-
gress are unhappy that we are failing
to investigate what our role in Irag
was. My friend from Texas (Mr. PAUL),
Republican from Texas, has joined with
many of us in questioning and asking
for an independent commission to in-
vestigate the Bush administration’s
distortion of evidence of Iraq’s weapons
of mass destruction program, saying
that we need to know more in order to
deal with the problems at hand more,
and as a result, | would like to read let-
ters from petitioners from Ohio, from
my District most of them, from all of
Ohio, received from Ohio literally
thousands of letters questioning, ask-
ing that Congress investigate, ques-
tioning what we are actually doing in
Iraq.

From Jay from Richfield, Ohio, While
listening to the speech of the President
regarding lIraq last Sunday, | was
struck by the fact he is asking for $87
billion for lIraqgi reconstruction. What
is magic about $87 billion, Jay writes.
If we assume there are 290 million men,
women and children in the U.S., that
means that every man, woman and
child will be contributing $300 to the
reconstruction of a country we will
never visit and whose welfare would
never have affected us but for the lies
of our President.

When the President sold America his
enormously wasteful tax cut a few
years back, his cornerstone was $300 for
every family. He was full of stories re-
garding what a family could do with an
extra $300. Jay of Richfield, Ohio,
writes.

Sue of Elyria, Ohio, writes, Rather
than admitting the shortcomings of his
failed policy and plotting a course to
get us out of Iraq, President Bush used
the Sunday speech to the Nation to re-
peat his lies in the hopes that people
will believe them if they are said often
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enough. There was no mention of weap-
ons of mass destruction. Bush contin-
ued to equate lIraq with al Qaeda ter-
rorists even though there is no factual
basis for the charge. Then he asked us
for another $87 billion to bail him out,
and | am sure this is only the begin-
ning. President Bush will be back ask-
ing for more.

How much is $87 billion, Sue writes.
For that amount of money, America
could solve the school budget crisis in
every one of our communities and pro-
vide health insurance for every unin-
sured American child for 15 years, pro-
vide food for all six million of the chil-
dren who die from hunger around the
world for the next 7 years. Sue from
Elyria, Ohio.

Ted from Lorraine, Ohio, where I
live, asked about the $87 billion more
for the invasion of Irag. He writes,
What happened to the $69 billion he
spent already? Was it all given to Hal-
liburton, the ““no bid” contractor and
friend of the President’s? Why does not
Congress write into the law giving him
money that no contracts be let without
fair and open bidding? His concern for
the people of Iraq is heartwarming, but
what of us, Americans who pay him
and are suffering from a terrible loss of
jobs and income? What of our schools
and our roads and our bridges and con-
stitutional rights under the Bill of
Rights? Not a word from the President
on that.

Jack from North Royalton, Ohio,
writes, | believe that we, the American
public, were manipulated by mis-
leading statements by President Bush
in order to gain support for a war in
Irag. This war is costing the American
people billions of dollars. More impor-
tantly, it is costing the lives of Amer-
ican military personnel. This war has
cost America the friendship and re-
spect of law-abiding Nations. This is a
sad period for America and for Ameri-
cans. The Bush administration should
be held accountable. President Clin-
ton’s lies were about a personal sexual
matter. President Bush’s lies are about
an international issue.

Matt from Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,
writes, The costly war, which has not
ended, has cost thousands of civilian
lives and hundreds of American mili-
tary lives. It has not improved national
security. It has weakened it. It was evi-
dent, Matt writes, as the administra-
tion danced around looking for reasons
to attack Iraqi men, women and chil-
dren that there were conflicts of inter-
est between members of the adminis-
tration and the possible reasons for
going to war.

These are five or six of the literally
the thousands of letters, hundreds of
thousands around the Nation that we
are receiving questioning what we are
doing in lraq, wanting a plan on how
we are going to get out.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would like to remind all Mem-
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bers to avoid personally offensive ref-
erences to the President of the United
States.

——————

REPORT ON IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
ago | had the privilege of visiting Iraq
with the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
Towm DAvIs), the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform chairman. I am not a
member of that committee, but he
kindly let me accompany them.

Mr. Speaker, when | returned to this
country | will have to tell my col-
leagues | wondered if | had gotten off a
plane on the wrong planet or if my jet
lag was particularly bad. | turned on
the evening news and listened to one of
the national news anchors, and his
comments about Iraq were such that I
did not recognize the country that I
had just left.

Mr. Speaker, | want to tell my col-
leagues tonight about what | did see
while | was there. It is a good story,
and it is a story the American people
need to hear, and unfortunately, it is a
story the American people are not
hearing as we have heard evidence to-
night by the comments on the other
side.

General Conway of the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force in Babylon told
our group that what has happened in
Iraq is a vivid success story. The Iraqis
are not concerned that we will stay too
long; they are more concerned that we
will leave too soon.

Mr. Speaker, when we flew into
Baghdad that first morning, | was
struck by how normal life is in Bagh-
dad. The markets are full. There are
cars on the street. In fact, we encoun-
tered a couple of traffic jams. Satellite
dishes have appeared on the rooftops of
the apartments and houses in Baghdad,
and Mr. Speaker, bear in mind that 4 or
5 months ago, possession of a satellite
dish was punishable by a year in pris-
on, and now 25 to 30 percent of the
homes have satellite dishes. These are
people who are hungry for knowledge,
who are hungry for information.

The schools completed their school
year. Agriculture in this country, in
spite of the combat phase of Operation
Iragi Freedom. Just at the end of Au-
gust, they had completed the wheat
harvest up by Tikrit, an area that
looks very similar to Kansas for all |
could tell. Perhaps the Kansas of 150
years ago, but nevertheless it looked
very similar to Kansas.

From a military standpoint, the com-
bat phase of Operation Iragi Freedom
was prosecuted brilliantly, and Mr.
Speaker, | would point out probably
more humanely than any other mili-
tary exercise in the history of the
world. There is no remaining strategic
threat, that is to be sure Iraq is still a
dangerous country, but the Iraqgi mili-
tary is not going to reconstitute under
Saddam Hussein and attack our forces.
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Stabilization is currently the goal of
our military operation, to find, contain
and Kkill those who would hurt our
troops or harm innocent lragi citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to point
out a picture that | took while I was
over. This was actually taken in Tikrit
in one of Saddam’s old palaces. The
men and women of the 4th Infantry Di-
vision, that is a Fort Hood division out
of Texas, had this graphic up there to
illustrate how 42 of the 54 most wanted
of the former Iraqi regime are no
longer a threat to the lraqi people or
the American people: Saddam’s regime
is gone and will not be back, can you
hear me now.

Mr. Speaker, as far as the police
force in Iraqg is concerned, we are just
now 2 years and 5 days after the 9/11
disaster, and many of us got to know
Bernard Kerik on our TV screens, the
police commissioner from New York
City who presided over the New York
Police Department during 9/11. He has
been a miracle worker in Irag. He has
gone from zero to 35 precinct stations
in a mere 14 weeks’ time. He has stood
up 37,000 Iraqi policemen and expects to
have 65,000 more by next May.

Mr. Speaker, to sum up, | would like
to just illustrate the 90 days of
progress that have happened in lIraq.
The schools have completed their aca-
demic year and completed testing and
indeed will be starting, if they are not
already started, a new school year this
September. Over 90 percent of the
major cities and towns in lIraq have
functioning city councils and town
councils. Over 500,000 Iragis are con-
tributing to their own security and
border security. Prisons are on the
verge of reopening, and the judicial
system is up and functioning. Food dis-
tribution occurred throughout the
combat phase and afterward. No hu-
manitarian crisis grew as a result of
the combat in Iraqg.

Hospitals remained open and func-
tional. To be sure, they leave a lot to
be desired, but nevertheless, they re-
mained open and most importantly to
me, four and a quarter million children
have been immunized since last May.

Mr. Speaker, | would point out in
this 90 days of progress, none of these
things were in place in Kosovo a full
year after that major military oper-
ation ended.

I would like to point out some of the
things that | saw within the health
care industry in lIraq, which was par-
ticularly important to me as a physi-
cian. There has been no health care in-
frastructure improvement in lraq for
over 30 years. Pharmaceuticals manu-
factured in Irag were useless, and we
juxtapose this with the opulence of the
palaces and the poverty of the hos-
pitals. Mr. Speaker, this was a man
who needed to be removed and deserved
to be removed.
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