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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume to
simply congratulate our colleagues
from South Carolina and to urge adop-
tion of the resolution.

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable achievement. In May of
this year, the Clemson Tigers men’s golf team
from my great State of South Carolina won the
NCAA Division | golf championship in dramatic
fashion, edging out the Oklahoma State Cow-
boys by two strokes on their own course.

The team was led by Senior D.J. Trahan,
the number one ranked college golfer for
much of this year, and Sophomore Jack Fer-
guson, who was ranked in the top 25 for most
of the year. Trahan finished 22nd with a four
round 299 to become the only Clemson player
ever with four top 25 finishes, and Ferguson
finished 19th with a team best four round 298.
Also anchoring the team were Junior Matt
Hendrix, Junior Gregg Jones, and Senior Ben
Duncan, who finished tied for 35th, 35th, and
52nd respectively.

My hat goes off to Coach Larry Penley and
the entire squad for their remarkable 124-8—
3 record this year, and for bringing Clemson
their first ever national golf championship.
They have made your State very proud. It
gives me greater pride to see that every mem-
ber of the Clemson team makes their home in
South Carolina. If this keeps up, we may start
to see athletes drinking sweet tea instead of
Gatorade.

On top of their golf achievements, | am
proud that each of these young men will leave
with a Clemson academic degree. With that
background, | am sure they will be as suc-
cessful in life as they have been in golf.

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the outstanding
achievement of the 2002-2003 Clemson Uni-
versity Golf Team. The Tigers, who started
and ended the year as the number-one ranked
team in the Nation, clinched the school’s first
NCAA Division | golf title in May in Stillwater,
OK and became the first school in NCAA his-
tory to win its conference championship,
NCAA regional title and National Champion-
ship in the same year. The national title victory
was the sixth tournament win of the year for
the Tigers, a single season record, and the
team finished the season with a remarkable
124-8-3 record against top 25 opposition, an
incredible 93 percent winning percentage—by
far the best in the Nation and in Clemson his-
tory.

The 2003 National Champions were led by
team number one, D.J. Trahan, the 2002 Na-
tional Player of the Year and the 2000 USGA
Public Links Champion. D.J. is a member of
the ACC’s 50-Year Anniversary team and has
represented the United States as a member of
the 2001 Walker Cup team and the 2002
Palmer Cup and World Amateur teams. He
was awarded the Ben Hogan Award as top
colleague golfer and named the top collegiate
golfer by Golf World in 2002. D.J., whose ca-
reer GPA is a 3.2, was also elected to the
Verizon Academic All-America third-team for
2002 becoming the first Clemson athlete to be
named a National Player of the Year and Aca-
demic All-American in the same year. | am
proud to have Mr. Trahan, a resident of Mount
Pleasant, as a constituent in South Carolina’s
First District.

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 266.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

WELCOMING HIS HOLINESS THE
FOURTEENTH DALAI LAMA AND
RECOGNIZING HIS COMMITMENT
TO NON-VIOLENCE, HUMAN
RIGHTS, FREEDOM, AND DEMOC-
RACY

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 359) welcoming His Holi-
ness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama and
recognizing his commitment to non-vi-
olence, human rights, freedom, and de-
mocracy.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 359

Whereas for over 40 years in exile, His Holi-
ness the Fourteenth Dalai Lama has used his
position and leadership to promote compas-
sion and non-violence as a solution to not
only the present crisis in Tibet, but to other
long-running conflicts around the world;

Whereas the Dalai Lama was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1989 in recognition of
his efforts to seek a peaceful resolution to
the situation in Tibet, and to promote non-
violent methods for resolving conflict;

Whereas the Dalai Lama has been a strong
voice for the basic human rights of all peo-
ples, particularly freedom of religion;

Whereas the Dalai Lama has personally
promoted democratic self-government for Ti-
betans in exile as a model for securing free-
dom for all Tibet, including relinquishing his
political positions and turning these authori-
ties over to elected Tibetan representatives;

Whereas the Dalai Lama seeks a solution
for Tibet that provides genuine autonomy
for the Tibetan people and does not call for
independence and separation from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China;

Whereas the envoys of the Dalai Lama
have traveled to China and Tibet twice in
the past year to begin discussions with Chi-
nese authorities on a permanent negotiated
settlement of the Tibet issue;

Whereas the successful advancement of
these discussions is in the strong interest of
both the Chinese and Tibetan people; and

Whereas it is the policy of the United
States to support substantive dialogue be-
tween the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Dalai Lama or his
representatives: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) the visit of the Dalai Lama to the
United States in September 2003 is warmly
welcomed;

(2) the Dalai Lama should be recognized
and congratulated for his consistent efforts
to promote dialogue to peacefully resolve
the Tibet issue and to increase the religious
and cultural autonomy of the Tibetan peo-
ple; and

(3) all parties to the current discussions
should be encouraged by the Government of
the United States to deepen these contacts
in order to achieve the aspirations of the
people of Tibet for genuine autonomy and
basic human rights.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
lowa (Mr. LEACH) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from lowa (Mr. LEACH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H. Res.
359, the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from lowa?

There was no objection.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

At the outset, | would like to express
my great appreciation for the distin-
guished ranking member, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
for his long interest in this issue and
congratulate the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN) for sponsoring
this thoughtful and timely resolution
welcoming his Holiness the Fourteenth
Dalai Lama, and recognizing his com-
mitment to nonviolence, human rights,
freedom, and democracy.

As my colleagues may be aware, the
Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual leader in
exile, is in the United States for a 3-
week lecture and teaching tour. While
he is in Washington, his Holiness is ex-
pected to meet with President Bush
and other senior administration offi-
cials to update them on the status of
contacts between his envoys and rep-
resentatives of the People’s Republic of
China.

The United States is encouraged that
China invited the Dalai Lama’s envoys
to visit the Beijing and Tibetan regions
in the fall of 2002 and again in the
spring of 2003. The resumption of direct
contacts has been accompanied by the
release of several high-profile Tibetan
political prisoners in what appears to
be a softening of rhetoric regarding the
Dalai Lama and the Tibet issue in the
official Chinese media. Despite these
encouraging signs of progress, however,
severe human rights abuses and tight
controls on fundamental freedoms per-
sist in Tibet.

To date, the Chinese have insisted
that the Dalai Lama renounce the
prospect of independence before a sub-
stantive dialogue can resume. Al-
though the Dalai Lama heads a ‘‘gov-
ernment in exile” in India, he has stat-
ed publicly and repeatedly he is seek-
ing greater autonomy and not inde-
pendence for Tibet.

While the United States Government
recognizes Tibet as part of China, it is
the policy of the U.S. to support re-
spect for the human rights of all Chi-
nese citizens, including ethnic Tibet-
ans. To emphasize our concerns in this
regard, Secretary Powell has appointed
a special coordinator for Tibetan
issues. The U.S. continues to raise
Tibet during bilateral and multilateral
exchanges with Chinese leaders.
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While the U.S. does not have official
diplomatic relations with the ‘“‘govern-
ment in exile’” in Dharamsala, the U.S.
maintains contact with a wide variety
of groups inside and outside of China,
including with Tibetans in the United
States, China, and around the world.
Our contacts include meetings with the
Dalai Lama in his capacity as an im-
portant and revered spiritual leader
and Nobel Prize laureate. It is a sign of
enormous respect and affection for the
Dalai Lama that the President, the
Secretary of State, and other senior
administration officials meet with him
on an ongoing basis.

The executive branch and Congress
continue to urge the Chinese Govern-
ment to respect fundamental freedoms,
to refrain from detaining individuals
for the peaceful expression of their
views, and to protect and preserve Ti-
bet’s unique religious, cultural, and
linguistic heritage. We are all likewise
united in our desire to encourage Bei-
jing to follow through on discussions
with the Dalai Lama’s special envoys
and engage in substantive dialogue,
hopefully leading to a negotiated set-
tlement of outstanding issues.

Finally, during these troubled times,
it may be useful to reflect on the obser-
vations of His Holiness, who has spo-
ken strongly of his desire for better un-
derstanding and respect among the dif-
ferent faiths and peoples of the world.
“The need for simple human-to-human
relationships is becoming increasingly
urgent,” the Dalai Lama has noted.
Today, he stresses, “The world is
smaller and increasingly inter-
dependent. One nation’s problems can
no longer be solved by itself com-
pletely. Thus, without a sense of uni-
versal responsibility, our very survival
becomes threatened. Basically, uni-
versal responsibility is feeling for
other people’s suffering just as we feel
our own. This is the way to achieve a
true understanding unfettered by arti-
ficial consideration.”

These are the words of the Dalai
Lama. With the Dalai Lama’s poignant
observations in mind, I would suggest
that there is no better way to honor
this distinguished spiritual leader and
symbol of the aspirations of the Ti-
betan people than for Members to sup-
port this very thoughtful resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume,
and | rise in strong support of this res-
olution.

Mr. Speaker, first, I would like to
commend my good friend from lowa,
the chairman of the subcommittee, the
gentleman from lowa (Mr. LEACH), and
the chairman of our full committee,
the gentleman from |Illinois (Mr.
HYDE), for facilitating the consider-
ation of this resolution. I want also to
commend my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN), for introducing this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the Congress
marked an important date. It was the
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20th anniversary of the founding of the
Congressional Human Rights Caucus,
and His Holiness the Dalai Lama was
the principal speaker at the festivities.

Twenty years ago, my distinguished
Republican colleague, who left us just
a couple of years ago, Mr. PORTER of Il-
linois, and | founded the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus. For 2 decades,
this organization, supported across the
board by hundreds of colleagues, has
fought for human rights in every part
of the world.

When we started the Human Rights
Caucus, much of our attention was
aimed at the Soviet Union, and the So-
viet Union is no more. Many of the re-
fuseniks and dissidents and persecuted
political prisoners in the Soviet Union
had their battle fought for them by the
Congressional Human Rights Caucus.

When we commenced the Congres-
sional Human Rights Caucus, South
Africa was an apartheid state divided
on racial lines with strict punitive reg-
ulations impacting the black popu-
lation. That South Africa exists no
more. And it was one of the great joys
of the Human Rights Caucus to have
played a modest role in the liberation
of Nelson Mandela.

It was appropriate that the organiza-
tion which has been the umbrella orga-
nization in the Congress of the United
States for 2 decades on behalf of human
rights across this globe, fighting dis-
crimination on racial, ethnic, reli-
gious, political grounds, fighting dis-
crimination against women, which is
still so prevalent in many parts of the
Islamic world, should have as its prin-
cipal speaker His Holiness the Dalai
Lama.

The Dalai Lama is the embodiment
of human rights on our planet. Despite
the tragedies which have befallen the
Tibetan people at the hands of the Chi-
nese Communists since 1959, His Holi-
ness has consistently called for a
peaceful resolution of the Chinese Ti-
betan conflict. And it is a significant
historic fact, Mr. Speaker, that 16
years ago it was within the framework
of the Congressional Human Rights
Caucus that His Holiness the Dalai
Lama presented his five-point peace
plan calling for reconciliation between
the Chinese authorities and the people
of Tibet.

When he first came here at our invi-
tation 16 years ago, he was not seen by
the Department of State; he could not
go near the White House. Today, he is
an honored guest at the White House.
And the recognition that his work has
received is demonstrated by the Dalai
Lama being a recipient of the Nobel
prize for peace.

When we invited His Holiness the
Dalai Lama in 1987, none of us dared
hope that his posture as a moral au-
thority would rise to the heights it has
attained. As we meet here this morn-
ing, there are strong indications that
the Chinese at long last are ready to
make their peace with Tibet and with
the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama’s representative,
Lodi Gyari, was received in Beijing this
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summer. And when the British Prime
Minister Tony Blair met with the new
Chinese President, there was a serious,
substantive, and constructive discus-
sion of the role of Tibet within China.
The Congressional Human Rights Cau-
cus yesterday called on the govern-
ment of China to invite His Holiness
the Dalai Lama to Beijing so that at
long last peace can prevail between the
long-suffering people of Tibet and the
Chinese Government.

It is appropriate, Mr. Speaker, that
this House express its respect and ad-
miration for this great moral authority
whose stature transcends Tibet, whose
stature transcends his Buddhist prin-
ciples, who stands globally as a symbol
of peace, reconciliation, and an accept-
ance of pluralism on this small planet.
| strongly urge all of my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. KIRK) who is such a leader on
human rights issues in this body.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman for yielding me this time.

We celebrate this week the 20th
birthday of the Congressional Human
Rights Caucus founded by my prede-
cessor, John Porter, and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS). We think
about the Lantoses and other families
who were saved by Raoul Wallenberg,
the living history and symbol of civil
rights at the end of World War Il. We
think about one of the founders of the
Democratic Party, Thomas Jefferson,
and remember him largely for his leg-
acy in human rights. We think about
one of the founders of the Republican
Party, Abraham Lincoln, and we think
about his remembrance for human
rights, and we are so lucky today to be
in the presence of His Holiness, the
Dalai Lama, who is our generation’s
symbol for human rights.

| thank the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. RoTHMAN) for putting this res-
olution together, the gentleman from
Ilinois (Chairman HYDE), and of course
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) for bringing this so quickly to
the floor during His Holiness’ visit to
Washington.

The fourteenth Dalai Lama is the
spiritual leader of the Tibetan people,
and he has been leading a nonviolent
struggle for freedom for his people for
40 years.

In 1959, the year | was born, he was
forced to flee his Tibetan homeland
and resettle in northern India. From
Dharamsala, India, the Dalai Lama and
his Tibetan government in exile have
established a democracy under which
the Tibetans in exile are free to prac-
tice their religion and lead a demo-
cratic life. However, while the Dalai
Lama leads a small contingent in
Dharamsala, there are over 6 million
Tibetans living inside China, and his
struggle is their struggle.
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In 1989, the Dalai Lama was awarded
the Nobel Peace prize in recognition of
his work seeking a peaceful resolution
of the Tibet problem. Congress has a
strong history of supporting the Ti-
betan people. In 1987, it was the human
rights caucus which hosted him on his
first visit to Washington. At that time
he unveiled his five-point peace plan.
Congress and the U.S. Government con-
tinued to be supportive of the Tibetan
cause for religious freedom, and we
have established U.S. offices to help
the Tibetan people, and we are encour-
aged by the recent dialogue between
His Holiness and the Chinese govern-
ment.

Representatives of His Holiness the
Dalai Lama have twice traveled to Bei-
jing and Lhasa to bring further
progress on the Tibetan issue. Hope-
fully the day is coming when Tibetans
in exile can return to their homeland
and Tibetans in Tibet can enjoy a free-
dom of religion and a rich cultural his-
tory upon which is a key value of our
country.

I want to recognize the leadership of
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELoOsI) who has been a dear friend of
the Dalai Lama when it was a bit more
of a lonely struggle, and | salute her
leadership and the visit of the Dalai
Lama.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELoOsI), the distinguished Democratic
leader. Since she first joined us in Con-
gress, she has been an indefatigable
fighter for human rights across the
globe, but she has had a special rela-
tionship with the people of Tibet and
His Holiness, the Dalai Lama. She has
been the leader in calling for a peaceful
reconciliation between the government
in Beijing and the people of Tibet, and
yesterday she graced us with her pres-
ence at the 20th commemoration of the
birth of the Congressional Human
Rights Caucus and the visit of His Holi-
ness, the Dalai Lama.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time so | can join in praising the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN) for bringing this important reso-
lution to the floor and for his leader-
ship on the Subcommittee on Foreign
Operations where he works closely
with the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
KIRK), and I commend the gentleman
from Illinois also for making the issue
of Tibet a priority. The gentleman
from Illinois learned at the knee of
John Porter who worked with the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
and | congratulate the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS), the ranking
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. He and John Porter
founded the Human Rights Caucus 20
years ago. We observed that yesterday,
and it was absolutely fitting and appro-
priate that His Holiness was the special
guest speaker yesterday. What an
honor it was for all of us. It brought
luster to the Congress, and it was again
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a fitting tribute to the Human Rights
Caucus.

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for his extraordinary leadership.
When | first came to Congress in 1987,
I was invited to a meeting with His Ho-
liness, the Dalai Lama, and | was over-
whelmed to receive such an invitation.
He and John Porter were hosting the
meeting in a small room. At that meet-
ing His Holiness put forth his five
points of autonomy, not independence,
of nonviolence, protecting the environ-
ment and stopping the resettlement, et
cetera, a very peaceful approach to a
resolution of the conflict that could
have been.

The Chinese regime did not see it
that way. They kept saying they say
autonomy; they mean independence,
and until they reject independence, we
cannot have a conversation, and so
these many years have gone by without
a resolution.

That is why | am pleased to rise in
strong support of H. Res. 359, wel-
coming His Holiness, the Dalai Lama,
and recognizing his commitment to
nonviolence, human rights, freedom
and democracy. | am proud to be an
original cosponsor of the Rothman res-
olution, and | commend the gentleman
for bringing this to the floor. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
has a lifetime commitment to human
rights, and in his position as co-chair
and ranking member, he has spoken
out for hundreds of thousands of vic-
tims of religious, ethnic, and political
oppression all over the world.

In 40 years in exile, His Holiness has
used his position and leadership to pro-
mote wisdom, compassion, and non-
violence as a solution not only to the
present crisis in Tibet, but to other
long-standing conflicts around the
world. We must heed the guidance of
His Holiness. He is a constant reminder
that the crisis in Tibet is a challenge
to the conscience of the world. We have
not forgotten the people of Tibet and
their struggle. We must and will con-
tinue our efforts to improve their lot.

The self-determination for Tibetans
must be a priority in the U.S.-China re-
lationship. We know that more than a
million Tibetans have died under the
Chinese occupation as a result of tor-
ture, starvation and execution. More
than 6,000 monasteries and irreplace-
able jewels of Tibetan culture have
been destroyed. Tibetans are routinely
imprisoned and tortured for non-
violently expressing their views. Free-
dom of religion is severely curtailed.
China is encouraging the large-scale
settlement of nonTibetans into Tibet,
which is overwhelming the Tibetan
population in many areas and threat-
ening its very culture.

The U.S. Government knows the
facts. In March 2003, the U.S. State De-
partment issued its annual Country
Report on Human Rights. The report
documents continuing human rights
abuses by the Chinese government in
Tibet and states, ‘““Chinese authorities
continue to commit serious human
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rights abuses, including instances of
torture, arbitrary arrest, detention
without public trial, and lengthy de-
tention of Tibetan nationalists for
peacefully expressing their political or
religious views.”

The survival of the Tibetan identity
is an issue of urgent U.S. and inter-
national concern. That concern will
not diminish until a negotiated solu-
tion is achieved and the rights of the
Tibetan people are respected. This is an
important time for the Tibetan people.
Tibetans urge the world to support the
Dalai Lama’s proposal for the restora-
tion of peace and human rights in
Tibet. There is some reason for opti-
mism, as has been mentioned. Envoys
of His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, have
traveled to China and Tibet twice in
the past year to continue discussions
with Chinese authorities on a perma-
nent negotiated settlement.

But unless the United States and
other countries of the world are com-
mitted to meeting that challenge |
mentioned that Tibet poses to the con-
science of the world, then we cannot be
consistent when we talk about human
rights in any other part of the world.
How can we talk about the violations
of human rights and drastic actions we
want to take in response to them one
place and totally ignore them in Tibet?
It undermines our moral authority to
talk about human rights any place in
the world unless we also talk about
them in Tibet and China.

Today we recognize the Dalai Lama
for his efforts to peacefully resolve the
Tibetan issue and to promote the
human rights of the Tibetan people. |
talked at the beginning of my remarks
when | first met His Holiness as a new
Member of Congress 16 years ago. | re-
member a number of years later when
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS), Mr. PORTER, and Senator
George Mitchell and Senator Dole,
then the Republican and Democratic
leaders of the U.S. Senate, we all
joined together and we had a speech by
His Holiness in the Rotunda of the Cap-
itol. It was a momentous occasion, and
we moved from a very small room into
the center of the Capitol of the United
States.

At that time, His Holiness told us
about what was going on in Tibet, but
he also was hopeful and optimistic
about what could be in the future. | re-
member a personal story he told us
when he was a little boy and he was al-
ready the Dalai Lama, he visited the
United States. This was before he es-
caped from Tibet before the Chinese
came in, but he came to the United
States on a visit and President Frank-
lin Roosevelt gave him a watch and he
talked about that watch. It had the
setting of the sun.

It was one of those watches that
showed it was day time with the sun
coming up or going down and what that
meant to him. So he has had a connec-
tion to our country since he was a
child. Since he was a child he has been
the Dalai Lama. His presence in the
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United States any time is a blessing for
all of us.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that
we honor and welcome him as the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN) has done so magnificently with
this resolution. | urge my colleagues to
unanimously support it.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN), a distinguished former member
of the Committee on International Re-
lations whose interest on foreign policy
has been retained even after he left our
committee, and who is the author of
this important resolution.

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my distinguished colleague, the rank-
ing member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), who is a
mentor to so many of us in this Con-
gress and an example of what a Mem-
ber of Congress can achieve not only in
the Congress, but around the world
with regard to human rights and so
many other important issues.

While | have left the Committee on
International Relations, | have not left
the field, so to speak. | join many dis-
tinguished friends and colleagues on
the Committee on Appropriations Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations.

Mr. Speaker, | would like acknowl-
edge the gentleman from lowa (Mr.
LEACH) for his work on the issues of
human rights; and of course my cher-
ished friend, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on International Relations, the
gentleman from Illinois (Chairman
HYDE) for all of his courtesies and lead-
ership he has extended throughout the
years. | would also like to thank the
majority leader and our Democratic
leader, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI) whose eloquent re-
marks speak for themselves as to her
long commitment to this issue of free-
dom for Tibet and the Tibetan people.

Mr. Speaker, the issue of Tibet is not
a new one to this House, as the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
and so many other Members have elo-
quently stated. Congress has been on
record throughout these many, many
years in support of the people of Tibet
speaking out against the persecution of
Tibetans, opposing the destruction of
the 6,000 monasteries in Tibet. Con-
gress is on record condemning the tor-
ture and abuse of Tibetan monks and
nuns. Congress is on record bringing
the world’s attention to the economic
marginalization and impoverishment
of Tibetans in their own land.
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We as a Congress have also provided
support for the Tibetan refugees who
have made the difficult journey and de-
cision to leave Tibet and seek refuge
from persecution in foreign lands. | am
proud to add my voice as the sponsor of
this resolution in support of the Ti-
betan people, led, of course, by His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama. That is because
I believe that it is not only our obliga-
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tion as freedom-loving Americans who
believe in the value of each individual’s
human rights and dignity but because
it is our moral duty, | believe, as
human beings to speak out for the
voiceless, the powerless, and the vic-
tims in the world.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 359
welcomes His Holiness the Dalai Lama
to the United States and recognizes the
Dalai Lama for his efforts to peacefully
resolve the Tibetan issue. The measure
encourages dialogue between the rel-
evant parties, China and Tibet, in order
to achieve genuine autonomy and re-
spect for the human rights and reli-
gious freedoms of the people of Tibet.

Since 1959 when His Holiness the
Dalai Lama was forced to flee his
homeland of Tibet and seek refuge in
India, he has worked tirelessly to im-
prove the lives of Tibetans both inside
and outside of Tibet and for a peaceful
resolution to the conflict so that his
fellow Tibetans can return to their
homeland. The Dalai Lama has pro-
moted a democratically elected govern-
ment for Tibetans in exile located in
Dharamsala, India; and he remains the
head of state and spiritual leader of the
Tibetan people. But His Holiness has
indicated that should a negotiated set-
tlement be reached on the issue of
Tibet, he would not play any role in a
future Tibetan government or seek the
Dalai Lama’s traditional political re-
sponsibilities. The Dalai Lama has also
actively worked to sustain the distinct
cultural and religious identity of Ti-
betans, which can be seen in Tibetan
communities in India, Nepal, and in so
many places around the world.

His Holiness the Dalai Lama has
taken the courageous step of pro-
moting his middle path, the middle-
way approach, which provides genuine
autonomy for Tibetans but does not
call for independence or separation of
Tibet. For over 40 years, His Holiness
has been a leader in promoting non-
violent solutions for conflicts across
the globe and has been a vocal sup-
porter of human rights for all people,
including the freedom of religion. He
was, as we know, awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1989 for these efforts.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my col-
leagues to support House Resolution
359 and ask for them to continue to
speak out so that one day Tibetans will
be afforded the basic human rights that
every single human being on this plan-
et deserves.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). The time of the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) has ex-
pired.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Ms. McCoLLUM).

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to welcome His Holiness, the 14th Dalai
Lama of Tibet, and to join with my col-
leagues in support of this resolution.
The Dalai Lama’s steadfast leadership
and commitment to peace and positive
social change for the people of Tibet
has been a model for this world. His
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continued defense of human rights
worldwide is an inspiration to all of us.

In 2001, the Dalai Lama made a very
special visit to Minnesota. It was an
honor to have him in our State. It was
a unique and exciting experience for all
Minnesotans, but especially for the
thousand Tibetans living in Minnesota.
The Dalai Lama brought a message of
faith, self-examination, and compas-
sion to us in Minnesota. He continues
to encourage all of us to take a firm
position regarding principled matters,
such as human rights, democracy, and
religious freedom. Today, the Dalai
Lama’s message continues to resonate,
and it is truly more important than
ever. The defense of political, religious,
and human rights requires constant
vigilance. We must work with such in-
spirational leaders as the Dalai Lama
to promote human rights, health, heal-
ing, opportunity, and hope for the peo-
ple of Tibet, the United States, and the
world.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
take a moment to reflect on this very
special message of peace, hope, and hu-
manity that the Dalai Lama brings to
us. This week | would urge all of my
colleagues to join together in reflect-
ing once again in peace, hope, and op-
portunity for our world. | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | vyield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS).

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I merely
want to underscore how significant it
is that across the political spectrum,
Republicans and Democrats join forces
in paying tribute both to the concept
of the role of human rights in U.S. for-
eign policy and to the embodiment of
human rights on this planet, His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

It is always awkward for this Con-
gress, or any body, to comment on the
affairs of other societies; but the
uniqueness of our foundation as a na-
tion state was that we were the first
country established on the principle of
individual rights which were assumed
to be universal, not simply particular
to those living in the original 13 colo-
nies.

Thus we have an obligation to our
forbears to speak to the universality of
political values, rights endowed by a
Creator to all citizens of this planet. It
is in this context that we recognize the
transcendent universality of the Dalai
Lama’s mantle of leadership values
which track so consistently our herit-
age.

| urge Members to support this reso-
lution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker.
| rise today to recognize His Holiness, the
Dalai Lama for his commitment to non-vio-
lence, human rights, freedom, and democracy.
| would like to thank Congressman ROTHMAN
for introducing this bill for such an enigmatic
and charismatic person whose lifetime we
have the privilege of witnessing.
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In 1959, the Dalai Lama was forced to flee
his homeland of Tibet and seek refuge in
India. In over 40 years in exile, the Dalai
Lama has remained a true leader with integ-
rity, inspiring others with his actions and phi-
losophies. He has promoted compassion, non-
violence, and peace as a solution both to the
current crisis in Tibet and to other conflicts
around the world.

The Dalai Lama has promoted democratic
self-government and self-determination for Ti-
betans in exile as a model for securing free-
dom for all of Tibet, and he demonstrated his
commitment thereto by relinquishing his polit-
ical positions and turning these authorities
over to elected Tibetan representatives. He
works now for a peaceful solution for the Ti-
betan crisis that promises a future of auton-
omy; however, he has not called for independ-
ence and separation from China.

The Dalai Lama was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1989 in recognition of his non-
violent methods for resolving conflict and his
continuous efforts to create a peaceful resolu-
tion in Tibet.

| am proud to say that Congress has con-
sistently supported the people of Tibet, speak-
ing out against the persecution of Tibetans,
and opposing the destruction of over 6,000
monasteries. The torture and abuse of Tibetan
monks and nuns is unacceptable, and we
must do more to bring the world’s attention to
the impoverishment of Tibetans in their own
land.

We must provide support for the refugees
who have made the difficult decision to em-
bark upon their journey to leave Tibet and
seek refuge from persecution in foreign lands.
As Ranking Member of the Immigration and
Claims Subcommittee of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, | have compassion and empathy for
their struggle for recognition of basic human
rights as well as the adjustment it takes to re-
settle in a foreign land.

| am proud to join my colleagues today and
advocate peaceful solutions to political prob-
lems. | believe we should encourage all par-
ties to engage in positive dialogue to effec-
tively reach a conclusion without violence. The
Dalai Lama has been a role model and hero
to his community, and his noble life should be
an example to us all.

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, | vyield
back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from lowa (Mr. LEACH)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 359.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
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days in which to revise and extend
their remarks on the motion to go to
conference on H.R. 2555, and that | may
include tabular and extraneous mate-
rial.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

———
APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 2555, DEPARTMENT OF

HOMELAND SECURITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2004

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(H.R. 2555) making appropriations for
the Department of Homeland Security
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2004, and for other purposes, with a
Senate amendment thereto, disagree to
the Senate amendment, and agree to
the conference asked by the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MR. SABO

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, | offer a mo-
tion to instruct.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. SABO moves that the managers on the
part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
bill, H.R. 2555, be instructed to insist on in-
clusion of the highest possible level of fund-
ing for each homeland security, preparedness
and disaster response program within Titles
I1, 111 and IV and on inclusion of House Gen-
eral Provision 521.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. SABO) and the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. ROG-
ERS) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. SABO).

Mr. SABO. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as we meet today on the
eve of September 11, | am one Member
who remains very concerned about
America’s safety and the safety of the
flying public. We can and must do
more. My motion is just one important
step in the right direction.

This motion to instruct conferees is
very straightforward. It is a motion to
instruct the House conferees to insist
on the highest possible level of funding
for each homeland security, prepared-
ness and disaster response program in
the bill and to insist on the amend-
ment adopted on the House floor by a
vote of 278 to 146 to require the screen-
ing of cargo carried in the belly of pas-
senger aircraft.

As the conference on the fiscal year
2004 homeland security appropriations
bill begins, we now have an oppor-
tunity to provide additional homeland
security resources and help close
known security gaps. We should do so.
We should correct one of the most glar-
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ing gaps in our aviation security pro-
gram, the fact that all passengers and
their bags are screened for explosives
and weapons, but cargo carried in the
same place as passenger baggage is not
screened at all. The Markey amend-
ment adopted on the floor seeks to
eliminate this air security gap. The
House conferees should insist on it.

Some have argued that the screening
of cargo carried on passenger aircraft
is impossible to do immediately and
would result in a $3 billion loss to the
airline industry. This is an argument
of a pre-9/11 America. We now screen
passengers and their baggage. We did
not before. We now secure cockpits. We
did not before. Where there is a will,
there is a way. The Congress either
does or does not have that will. | think
that the American public would “‘will”’
us to have the cargo carried on the air-
planes they fly in screened.

I must point out, however, that the
Markey amendment addressed only one
of the homeland security gaps that
exist today. There are many others.
The higher levels in some of the fund-
ing differences between the House and
Senate bills would help address other
homeland security and preparedness
shortfalls. The first affects the pre-
paredness of our first responders. The
House bill provides $3.5 billion for the
Office for Domestic Preparedness, $625
million more than the Senate. If we
were to accept the Senate level, our
States and localities would lose $625
million in funding that helps to better
equip and train our Nation’s first re-
sponders.

Only a few months ago, the Council
on Foreign Relations released a report
entitled, ‘“‘First Responders, Dras-
tically Underfunded, Dangerously Un-
prepared.” The report stated that bil-
lions of dollars are needed to properly
equip first responders. | do not know if
their estimate is right, but I do know
that a great deal of additional funding
is needed. Therefore, our conferees
should insist on the highest funding
level possible.

The second has to do with our ability
to identify and respond to medical
emergencies. The House bill provides
$50 million for the Metropolitan Med-
ical Response System. The Senate bill
provides no funding. Not to fund this
system would widen the homeland se-
curity gap that we have been trying to
close.

The third deals with the porousness
of our northern border, which is well
known. The Air and Marine Interdic-
tion office has told us of instances of
smugglers and others being caught
coming across our northern border.
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Yet today we have no permanent air
surveillance of our northern border.

The Senate bill provides a total of $71
million to permanently monitor air ac-
tivity along our northern border. The
House bill provides no funding for this.
I think we all see the need to fund this
homeland security improvement.
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