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THE CALL FOR AN INVESTIGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 165
years ago the late 1830s, Congress
passed a rule prohibiting the use of the
word ‘“‘slavery’” in the Chamber of this
House, prohibiting debate about the
Nation’s largest blemish, the Nation’s
largest embarrassment, the institution
of slavery. For some years Members of
Congress, because of this House gag
rule, could not even debate the issue of
slavery in this body.

Mr. Speaker, in those days Congress-
man John Quincy Adams, former Presi-
dent, elected to Congress after he left
the White House, was particularly out-
raged by that gag rule, and he came to
the floor of the House, to the Chamber
of this House of Representatives, week
after week, day after day in many
cases, reading letters from his con-
stituents about the issue of slavery.
Since he was prohibited from the de-
bating the issue, he served as the meg-
aphone, and he let his constituents
speak about slavery.

Today, we face a similar situation in
which the leaders of this Congress have
refused to discuss some of the issues
about the President’s behavior in lraq,
about who knew what when, and as a
result, a group called MoveOn.org, a
national Internet organization, a group
of about 1.4 million citizens, circulated
a petition, and the petition said “We
believe Congress should support an
independent commission to investigate
the Bush administration’s distortion of
evidence of Irag’s weapons of mass de-
struction program.”’

Several hundred thousand people
signed the petition, tens of thousands
of people actually wrote letters about
this petition, about this issue. And |
would just like to serve as the mouth-
piece for those Ohioans who are con-
cerned about what we need as a Nation
to find out about the reasons that we
actually went to war, whether the
President told us the truth.

Ms. Durkin of Cincinnati wrote: “The
possibility that the administration
may have misled America (Congress
and the American people) is a matter
not of politics but of integrity.”’

Chris Bache of Poland, Ohio wrote:
“The distortion of intelligence con-
cerning lraq . . . is a gross violation of
the duties of public office.”

Jim Waldfogle from Cincinnati
wrote: ‘““Even if well-intentioned, dis-
tortions of the truth can only hurt the
credibility of government in the long
run. If this has taken place, it needs to
be brought as soon as possible by Con-
gress, to restore the public’s faith that
Washington will not tolerate abuses of
the system.”’

From Akron, Ohio, Mary Benzie
writes: “Was our son in the Army Re-
serves sent to Iraq for a cause based on,
at best, inaccuracies, at worst, a delib-
erate deception? How do you think we
will feel the next time?”’
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Timothy A. Bennett of Springfield
writes: “This is an extremely urgent
issue which requires investigation.
Failure to do so would undermine the
public’s faith in our democratic insti-
tutions. Please support an investiga-
tion.”

Constance Bouchard from Wooster,
Ohio, writes: ‘“We seem to have three
choices about the missing weapons of
mass destruction, none of them good.
One, our intelligence is deeply flawed
or two, our intelligence was delib-
erately distorted by the administra-
tion, or, three, the weapons have left
Irag and are now in terrorist hands.”

Suzanne Seals of Worthington, Ohio
writes: “‘I am very frightened for the
freedom and welfare of our country
when the administration can bully the
evidence and distort the truth to a
naive public without any account-
ability. When this behavior is used to
wage war, | become even more con-
cerned about the policies of our admin-
istration.”

Deborah Steytler of Mentor, Ohio
writes: ‘““Please support appropriate in-
vestigations into the methods of war-
making and intelligence-gathering.”

Victoria Kelsey of West Chester
writes: ‘I feel that the exaggerations
employed by politicians to push their
agendas have overstepped all bound-
aries in this case and cannot condone it
by my silence on this important issue.”’

From Kingsville, Ohio, William
Venable writes: ““We need to know the
truth without spin, without obfusca-
tion, and without prevarication.”’

Paul Burnam of Westerville, Ohio
writes: ““l am indeed troubled by, at
best, the use of outdated and inac-
curate evidence to make the case to in-
vade lIraq. The Bush administration
needs to be held to account for the
which it ‘marketed’ (I am using presi-
dential Chief of Staff Andrew Card’s
word) the war.”

Elmer Fischesser of Cincinnati
writes: ‘‘Because individuals are still
losing their lives, we have a right to
know, as a matter of justice, what was
known and how the information was
acted upon.”’

From Canfield, Ohio, Marcia Malmer
writes: “This cannot be a government
by the people if we are given mis-
leading and/or false information on
which to base our decisions.”

Mr. Speaker, these are all important
letters and important concerns. We do
in fact need an investigation to set the
public’s mind at rest.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LEE addressed the House. Her
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOsSI) for today after 6
p.m. on account of official business in
the district.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROwWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZzI0, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. ScHAKowsKYy, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

————
SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. Con. Res. 62. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the service and sacrifice of Korean War
veterans; to the Committee on Veteran Af-
fairs; in addition to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
move that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Accord-
ingly, pursuant to the previous order of
the House of today, the House stands
adjourned until 4 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 29, 2003, unless it sooner has re-
ceived a message from the Senate
transmitting its adoption of House
Concurrent Resolution 259, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned
pursuant to that concurrent resolution.

Thereupon (at 7 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), pursuant to the previous
order of the House of today, the House
adjourned until 4 p.m., Tuesday, July
29, 2003, unless it sooner has received a
message from the Senate transmitting
its adoption of House Concurrent Reso-
lution 259.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3495. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Low Pathogenic Avian Influ-
enza; Payment of Indemnity [Docket No. 02-
048-2] (RIN: 0579-AB46) received July 25, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3496. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Oriental Fruit Fly; Removal of
Quarantined Area [Docket No. 02-130-2] re-
ceived July 25, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

3497. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-

riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Tuberculosis in Cattle and
Bison; State Designations; New Mexico

[Docket No. 03-044-1] received July 25, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

3498. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Japanese Beetle; Domestic
Quarantine and Regulations [Docket No. 03-
057-1] received July 25, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

3499. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Utilities Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Extensions of Payments of Principal
and Interest (RIN: 0572-AB79) received July
25, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

3500. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Sapote Fruit Fly; Re-
moval of Quarantined Area in Texas [Docket
No. 03-032-2] received July 25, 2003, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

3501. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Boscalid; 3-pyridinecarboxamide, 2-chloro-
N-(4’chloro[1,1’-biphenyl]-2-yl); Pesticide
Tolerance [OPP-2003-0246; FRL-7319-6] re-
ceived July 25, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

3502. A letter from the Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations (Manpower and Personnel),
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Department of the Navy, transmitting No-
tice of decision to convert any commercial-
or industrial-type function from perform-
ance by DOD civilian personnel to private
contractors, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2461; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

3503. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant
General Joseph W. Wehrle, Jr., United States
Air Force, and his advancement to the grade
of lieutenant general on the retired list; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

3504. A letter from the Inspector General,
Department of Defense, transmitting a re-
port entitled ‘““‘Acquisition: Summary Report
on the Joint Review of Selected DoD Pur-
chase Card Transactions (D-2003-109)"" as pur-
suant to Public Law 107-314 section 1007, pur-
suant to Public Law 107—314 section 1007; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

3505. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant
General John H. Campbell, United States Air
Force, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

3506. A letter from the General Counsel,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting a
draft of proposed legislation “To authorize
appropriations for the United States con-
tribution to the HIPC Trust Fund, adminis-
tered by the International Bank for Recon-
struction and Development’”; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

3507. A letter from the Acting General
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Suspension of Community Eligi-
bility [Docket No. FEMA-7811] received July
23, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

3508. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting a draft of proposed legislation
concerning the Emergency Food and Shelter
Program and its National Board appointed
positions; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

3509. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a report on the Community Food
and Nutrition Program for Fiscal Year 2000;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

3510. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting a draft of pro-
posed legislation concerning waste materials
stored in silos at the Department of Energy
uranium processing facility at Fernald, Ohio;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3511. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medical Devices; Clinical Chemistry and
Clinical Toxicology Devices; Classification
of the Breath Nitric Oxide Test System
[Docket No. 2003D-0209] received July 24,
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

3512. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Approval and Promulgation of Implemen-
tation Plans; Texas; Control of Emission of
Oxides of Nitrogen From Cement Kilns [TX-
164-1-7602a; FRL-7536-8] received July 25, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

3513. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Hazardous Waste Management System;
Identification and Listing of Hazardous
Waste Final Exclusion [SW-FRL-7537-5] re-
ceived July 25, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

3514. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Hazardous Waste Management System;
Identification and Listing of Hazardous
Waste; Recycled Used Oil Management
Standards [RCRA-1998-0015; FRL-7537-4] (RIN:
2050-AF07) received July 25, 2003, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

3515. A letter from the AMD-PERM, OMD,
FCC, Federal Communications Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Assessment and Collection of Regulatory
Fees for Fiscal Year 2003 [MD Docket No. 03-
83] received July 25, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

3516. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting a report prepared by the
Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States be trans-
mitted to the Congress within a sixty day pe-
riod specified in the Case-Zablocki Act, pur-
suant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(b); to the Committee
on International Relations.

3517. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed
manufacturing license agreement for the
manufacture of significant military equip-
ment abroad (Transmittal No. DDTC 060-03)
received July 24, 2003, pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(d); to the Committee on International
Relations.

3518. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of major defense equip-
ment and defense articles to Turkey (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 070-03), pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

3519. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Brazil, Russia, Ukraine, and Nor-
way (Transmittal No. DDTC 068-03), pursuant
to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on
International Relations.

3520. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Brazil (Transmittal No. DDTC
058-03), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the
Committee on International Relations.

3521. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to lIsrael, Singapore (Transmittal
No. DDTC 059-03), pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c); to the Committee on International
Relations.

3522. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Japan (Transmittal No. DDTC
071-03), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the
Committee on International Relations.

3523. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed li-
cense for the export of defense articles or de-
fense services sold commercially under a
contract to Canada (Transmittal No. DDTC
057-03), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the
Committee on International Relations.
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