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report the provision of the Senate
amendment, not included in the House
amendment, that provides immediate
payments to taxpayers receiving addi-
tional credit by reason of the bill in
the same manner as other taxpayers
were entitled to immediate payments
under the Jobs and Growth Tax Relief
Reconciliation Act of 2003.

Two. The House conferees shall be in-
structed to include in the conference
report the provision of the Senate
amendment, not included in the House
amendment, that provides families of
military personnel serving in lraq, Af-
ghanistan, and other combat zones a
child credit based on the earnings of
the individuals serving in the combat
zone.

Three. The House conferees shall be
instructed to include in the conference
report all of the other provisions of the
Senate amendment and shall not re-
port back a conference report that in-
cludes additional tax benefits not off-
set by other provisions.

Four. To the maximum extent pos-
sible within the scope of the con-
ference, the House conferees shall be
instructed to include in the conference
report other tax benefits for military
personnel and the families of astro-
nauts who died in the Columbia dis-
aster.

Five. The House conferees shall, as
soon as practicable after the adoption
of this motion, meet in open session
with the Senate conferees, and the
House conferees shall file a conference
report consistent with the preceding
provisions of this instruction, not later
than the second legislative day after
adoption of this motion.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair desires to make an announce-
ment.

After consultation with the majority
and minority leaders and with their
consent and approval, the Chair an-
nounces that during the joint meeting
to hear an address by the Right Honor-
able Tony Blair, Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, only the doors imme-
diately opposite the Speaker and those
on his right and left will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House.

Due to the large attendance that is
anticipated, the Chair feels the rule re-
garding the privilege of the floor must
be strictly adhered to.

Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor, and the coopera-
tion of all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, July 10, 2003, the Chair declares
the House in recess subject to the call
of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 35 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

During the recess, beginning at about

3:50 p.m., the following proceedings
were had:
——
[0 1550

JOINT MEETING OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY THE RIGHT HONOR-
ABLE TONY BLAIR, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms, Bill Sims, announced the Vice
President and Members of the U.S.
Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair has ap-
pointed as members of the committee
on the part of the House to escort the
Right Honorable Tony Blair into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DELAY);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
BEREUTER);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
LEWIS);

The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
KING);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE);
The gentlewoman from California

(Ms. PELOSsI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO);

The gentleman from Missouri
SKELTON); and

The gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, has appointed the following
Senators as members of the committee
on the part of the Senate to escort the
Right Honorable Tony Blair into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
FRIST);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS);

(Mr.
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The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.

SANTORUM);

The Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KyL);
The Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN);

The Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR);

The Senator from Colorado (Mr.
CAMPBELL);

The Senator from North Carolina
(Mrs. DOLE);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE);

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Maryland (Ms. Mi-
KULSKI);

The Senator from Delaware (Mr.
BIDEN);

The Senator from Vermont (Mr.
LEAHY); and

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
DoDD).

The Committee has been advised to
convene in the office of the Speaker
with the Members of the Senate to es-
cort the Prime Minister into the Cham-
ber.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, His Excellency
Jesse Bibiano Marehalau, Ambassador
of Micronesia.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The Members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 4 o’clock and 1 minute p.m., the
Assistant to the Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, the Right Honorable
Tony Blair.

The Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, escorted by the committee
of Senators and Representatives, en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and stood at the Clerk’s
desk.

[Applause, the Members rising.]

The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-
gress, it is my great privilege and |
deem it a high honor and a personal
pleasure to present to you the Right
Honorable Tony Blair, Prime Minister
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

[Applause, the Members rising.]

——————

ADDRESS BY THE RIGHT HONOR-
ABLE TONY BLAIR, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND

Prime Minister BLAIR. Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Vice President, Honorable Mem-
bers of Congress, | am deeply touched
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by that warm and generous welcome.
That is more than | deserve and more
than | am used to, quite frankly. And
let me begin by thanking you most sin-
cerely for voting to award me the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. But you, like
me, know who the real heros are: those
brave servicemen and -women, yours
and ours, who fought the war, and risk
their lives still. Our tribute to them
should be measured in this way: by
showing them and their families that
they did not strive or die in vain, but
that through their sacrifice, future
generations can live in greater peace,
prosperity, and hope.

Let me also express my gratitude to
President Bush. Through the troubled
times since September 11 changed our
world, we have been allies and friends.
Thank you, Mr. President, for your
leadership.

Mr. Speaker, my thrill on receiving
this award was only a little diminished
on being told that the first Congres-
sional Gold Medal was awarded to
George Washington for what Congress
called ‘“*his wise and spirited conduct in
getting rid of the British out of Bos-
ton.”

On our way down here, Senator FRIST
was kind enough to show me the fire-
place where in 1814 the British had
burned the Congress library. | know
this is kind of late, but sorry.

Actually, you know, my middle son
was studying 18th century history and
the American War of Independence and
he said to me the other day, you know
Lord North, Dad. He was the British
Prime Minister who lost us America.
So just think, however many mistakes
you make, you will never make one
that bad.

Members of Congress, | feel a most
urgent sense of mission about today’s
world. September 11 was not an iso-
lated event, but a tragic prologue; Iraq,
another act, and many further strug-
gles will be set upon this stage before
it is over. There never has been a time
when the power of America was so nec-
essary, or so misunderstood; or when,
except in the most general sense, a
study of history provides so little in-
struction for our present day. We were
all reared on battles between great
warriors, between great nations, be-
tween powerful forces and ideologies
that dominated entire continents.
These were struggles for conquest, for
land or money. And the wars were
fought by massed armies. The leaders
were openly acknowledged; the out-
comes decisive. Today, none of us ex-
pect our soldiers to fight a war on our
own territory.

The immediate threat is not conflicts
between the world’s most powerful na-
tions. And why? Because we all have
too much to lose; because technology,
communication, trade and travel are
bringing us ever closer together; be-
cause in the last 50 years, countries
like yours and mine have trebled their
growth and standard of living; because
even those powers like Russia or China
or India can see the horizon of future
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wealth clearly and know they are on a
steady road toward it; and because all
nations that are free, value that free-
dom, will defend it absolutely, and
have no wish to trample on the free-
dom of others.

We are bound together as never be-
fore. This coming together provides us
with unprecedented opportunity that
also makes us uniquely vulnerable.
And the threat comes because in an-
other part of our globe there is shadow
and darkness where not all the world is
free; where many millions suffer under
brutal dictatorship; where a third of
our planet lives in poverty beyond any-
thing even the poorest in our societies
can imagine; where a fanatical strain
of religious extremism has risen that is
a mutation of the true and peaceful
faith of Islam; and because in the com-
bination of these afflictions a new and
deadly virus has emerged.

The virus is terrorism, whose intent
to inflict destruction is unconstrained
by human feeling and whose capacity
to inflict is enlarged by technology.
This is a battle that cannot be fought
or won only by armies. We are so much
more powerful in all conventional ways
than the terrorists. Yet even in all our
might, we are taught humility. In the
end, it is not our power alone that will
defeat this evil. Our ultimate weapon is
not our guns, but our beliefs.

There is a myth that, though we love
freedom, others do not; that our at-
tachment to freedom is a product of
our culture; that freedom, democracy,
human rights, the rule of law are
American values or Western values;
that Afghan women were content under
the lash of the Taliban; that Saddam
was somehow beloved by his people;
that Milosevic was Serbia’s savior.

Members of Congress, ours are not
Western values. They are the universal
values of the human spirit. And any-
where, anytime ordinary people are
given the chance to choose, the choice
is the same: freedom, not tyranny; de-
mocracy, not dictatorship; the rule of
law, not the rule of the secret police.

The spread of freedom is the best se-
curity for the free. It is our last line of
defense and our first line of attack.
And just as the terrorist seeks to di-
vide humanity in hate, so we have to
unify it around an idea, and that idea
is liberty. We must find the strength to
fight for this idea and the compassion
to make it universal.

Abraham Lincoln said: “Those that
deny freedom to others, deserve it not
for themselves.” And it is this sense of
justice that makes moral the love of
liberty.

In some cases, where our security is
under direct threat, we will have re-
course to arms. In others, it will be by
force of reason. But in all cases to the
same end: that the liberty we seek is
not for some, but for all. For that is
the only true path to victory in this
struggle.

But first we must explain the danger.
Our new world rests on order. The dan-
ger is disorder, and in today’s world it
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can now spread like contagion. The ter-
rorists and the states that support
them do not have large armies or preci-
sion weapons. They do not need them.
Their weapon is chaos. The purpose of
terrorism is not the single act of wan-
ton destruction. It is the reaction it
seeks to provoke: economic collapse,
the backlash, the hatred, the division,
the elimination of tolerance, until so-
cieties cease to reconcile their dif-
ferences and become defined by them.
Kashmir, the Middle East, Chechnya,
Indonesia, Africa, barely a continent or
nation is unscathed.

The risk is that terrorism and states
developing weapons of mass destruc-
tion come together. And when people
say that risk is fanciful, | say we know
the Taliban supported al Qaeda; we
know Iraq under Saddam gave haven to
and supported terrorists; we know
there are states in the Middle East now
actively funding and helping people
who regard it as God’s will, in the act
of suicide, to take as many innocent
lives with them on their way to God’s
judgment. Some of these states are des-
perately trying to acquire nuclear
weapons. We know that companies and
people with expertise sell it to the
highest bidder; and we know that at
least one state, North Korea, lets its
people starve while spending billions of
dollars on developing nuclear weapons
and exporting the technology abroad.
This is not fantasy. It is 21st century
reality, and it confronts us now.

Can we be sure that terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction will join
together? Let us say one thing. If we
are wrong, we will have destroyed a
threat that, at its least, is responsible
for inhuman carnage and suffering.
That is something | am confident his-
tory will forgive. But if our critics are
wrong, if we are right, as | believe with
every fiber of instinct and conviction |
have that we are, and we do not act,
then we will have hesitated in the face
of this menace when we should have
given leadership. That is something
history will not forgive.

But precisely because the threat is
new, it is not obvious. It turns upside
down our concepts of how we should
act and when, and it crosses the fron-
tiers of many nations. So just as it re-
defines our notions of security, so it
must refine our notions of diplomacy.

There is no more dangerous theory in
international politics today than that
we need to balance the power of Amer-
ica with other competitor powers, dif-
ferent poles around which nations
gather. Such a theory may have made
sense in 19th century Europe. It was
perforce the position in the Cold War.
Today, it is an anachronism to be dis-
carded like traditional theories of se-
curity. And it is dangerous because it
is not rivalry but partnership we need,
a common will and a shared purpose in
the face of a common threat.

| believe any alliance must start with
America and Europe. If Europe and
America are together, the others will
work with us. If we split, the rest will
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play around, play us off, and nothing
but mischief will be the result of it.

You may think after recent disagree-
ments it cannot be done. But the de-
bate in Europe is open. lraq showed
that, when, never forget, many Euro-
pean nations supported our action, and
it shows it still when those that did
not, agreed Resolution 1483 in the
United Nations for lIraqg’s reconstruc-
tion. Today, German soldiers lead in
Afghanistan. French soldiers lead in
the Congo where they stand between
peace and a return to genocide. So we
should not minimize the differences,
but we should not let them confound us
either.

People ask me, after the past months
when, let us say, things were a trifle
strained in Europe, why do you persist
in wanting Britain at the center of Eu-
rope? And | say, well, maybe if the U.K.
were a group of islands 20 miles off
Manhattan, I might feel differently;
but, actually, we are 20 miles off Calais
and are joined by a tunnel. We are part
of Europe, and we want to be; but we
also want to be part of changing Eu-
rope.

Europe has one potential for weak-
ness. For reasons that are obvious, we
spent roughly a thousand years Killing
each other in large numbers. The polit-
ical culture of Europe is inevitably and
rightly based on compromise. Com-
promise is a fine thing, except when
based on an illusion; and | do not be-
lieve you can compromise with this
new form of terrorism.

But Europe has a strength. It is a for-
midable political achievement. Think
of the past and think of the unity
today. Think of it preparing to reach
out even to Turkey, a nation of vastly
different culture, tradition and reli-
gion, and welcome it in.

But my real point is this: now Europe
is at a point of transformation. Next
year, 10 new countries will join. Roma-
nia and Bulgaria will follow. Why will
these new European members trans-
form Europe? Because their scars are
recent. Their memories strong. Their
relationship with freedom still one of
passion, not comfortable familiarity.
They believe in the transatlantic alli-
ance. They support economic reform.
They want a Europe of nations, not a
superstate. They are our allies, and
they are yours. So do not give up on
Europe. Work with it.

To be a serious partner, Europe must
take on and defeat the anti-Ameri-
canism that sometimes passes for its
political discourse. And what America
must do is show that this is a partner-
ship built on persuasion, not command.
Then the other great nations of our
world and the small will gather around
in one place, not many; and our under-
standing of this threat will become
theirs. And the United Nations can
then become what it should be, an in-
strument of action as well as debate.

The Security Council should be re-
formed. We need a new international
regime on the nonproliferation of
weapons of mass destruction. And we
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need to say clearly to United Nations’
members: If you engage in the system-
atic and gross abuse of human rights in
defiance of the U.N. charter, you can-
not expect to enjoy the same privileges
as those that conform to it.

I agree, it is not the coalition that
determines the mission, but the mis-
sion, the coalition. But let us start pre-
ferring a coalition and acting alone if
we have to, not the other way round.
True, winning wars is not easier that
way. But winning the peace is. And we
have to win both.

You have an extraordinary record of
doing so. Who helped Japan renew or
Germany reconstruct or Europe get
back on its feet after World War 11?
America.

So when we invade Afghanistan or
Iraq, our responsibility does not end
with military victory. Finishing the
fighting is not finishing the job. So if
Afghanistan needs more troops from
the international community to police
outside Kabul, our duty is to get them.
Let us help them eradicate their de-
pendency on the poppy, the crop whose
wicked residue turns up on the streets
of Britain as heroin to destroy young
British lives as much as their harvest
warps the lives of Afghans.

We promised Irag democratic govern-
ment. We will deliver it. We promised
them the chance to use their oil wealth
to build prosperity for all their citi-
zens, not a corrupt elite. And we will
do so. We will stay with these people,
so in need of our help, until the job is
done.

And then reflect on this: How hollow
would the charges of American impe-
rialism be when these failed countries
are and are seen to be transformed
from states of terror to nations of pros-
perity; from governments of dictator-
ship to examples of democracy; from
sources of instability to beacons of
calm? And how risible would be the
claims that these were wars on Mus-
lims, if the world could see these Mus-
lim nations still Muslim but with some
hope for the future, not shackled by
brutal regimes whose principal victims
were the very Muslims they pretended
to protect? It would be the most richly
observed advertisement for the values
of freedom we can imagine.

When we removed the Taliban and
Saddam Hussein, this was not impe-
rialism. For these oppressed people, it
was their liberation. And why can the
terrorists even mount an argument in
the Muslim world that it is not? Be-
cause there is one cause terrorism rides
upon, a cause they have no belief in,
but can manipulate.

I want to be very plain. This ter-
rorism will not be defeated without
peace in the Middle East between
Israel and Palestine. Here it is that the
poison is incubated. Here it is that the
extremist is able to confuse in the
mind of a frighteningly large number
of people the case for a Palestinian
state and the destruction of Israel, and
to translate this, moreover, into a bat-
tle between East and West, Muslim,

H7061

Jew, and Christian. We must never
compromise the security of the State
of Israel.

The State of Israel should be recog-
nized by the entire Arab world, and the
vile propaganda used to indoctrinate
children not just against Israel but
against Jews must cease. You cannot
teach people hate and then ask them to
practice peace. But neither can you
teach people peace except by according
them dignity and granting them hope.
Innocent lIsraelis suffer. So do innocent
Palestinians. The ending of Saddam’s
regime in lrag must be the starting
point of a new dispensation for the
Middle East.

Iraq: free and stable. Iran and Syria,
who give succor to the rejectionist men
of violence, made to realize that the
world will no longer countenance ift;
that the hand of friendship can only be
offered them if they resile completely
from this malice, but that if they do,
that hand will be there for them and
their people. The whole of the region
helped towards democracy. And to
symbolize it all, the creation of an
independent, viable, and democratic
Palestinian state side by side with the
State of Israel.

What the President is doing in the
Middle East is tough, but right. And let
me at this point thank the President
for his support and that of President
Clinton before him and the support of
Members of this Congress for our at-
tempts to bring peace to Northern Ire-
land. One thing | have learned about
peace processes, they are always frus-
trating, often agonizing, and occasion-
ally seem hopeless; but for all that,
having a peace process is better than
not having one.

And why has a resolution of Pal-
estine such a powerful appeal across
the world? Because it embodies an
evenhanded approach to justice. Just
as when this President recommended
and this Congress supported a $15 bil-
lion increase in spending on the world’s
poorest nations to combat HIV/AIDS,
it was a statement of concern that
echoed rightly round the world.

There can be no freedom for Africa
without justice, and no justice without
declaring war on Africa’s poverty, dis-
ease, and famine with as much vehe-
mence as we remove the tyrant and the
terrorist.

In Mexico in September, the world
should unite and give us a trade round
that opens up our markets. I am for
free trade, and | will tell you why. Be-
cause we cannot say to the poorest peo-
ple in the world we want you to be free
but just do not try to sell your goods in
our market. And because ever since the
world started to open up, it has pros-
pered.

That prosperity has to be environ-
mentally sustainable, too. | remember
at one of our earliest international
meetings a European Prime Minister
telling President Bush that the solu-
tion was quite simple: just double the
tax on American gasoline. Your Presi-
dent gave him a most eloquent look.
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It reminded me of the first leader of
my party, Keir Hardy, in the early part
of the 20th century. He was a man who
used to correspond with the
Pankhursts, the great campaigners for
women’s votes. Shortly before the elec-
tion in June, 1913, one of the Pankhurst
sisters wrote Hardy saying she had
been studying Britain carefully, and
there was a worrying rise in sexual im-
morality linked to heavy drinking. So
she suggested he fight the election on
the platform of votes for women, chas-
tity for men, and prohibition for all. He
replied saying, “Thank you for your
advice, the electoral benefits of which
are not immediately discernible.” We
all get that kind of advice.

But, frankly, we need to go beyond
even Kyoto; and science and tech-
nology is the way. Climate change, de-
forestation, and the voracious drain on
natural resources cannot be ignored.
Unchecked, these forces will hinder the
economic development of the most vul-
nerable nations first and, ultimately,
all nations. We must show the world
that we are willing to step up to these
challenges around the world and in our
own backyards.

Members of Congress, if this seems a
long way from the threat of terror and
weapons of mass destruction, it is only
to say again that the world’s security
cannot be protected without the
world’s heart being won. So America
must listen as well as lead, but Mem-
bers of Congress, do not ever apologize
for your values. Tell the world why you
are proud of America. Tell them when
the ‘“‘Star Spangled Banner” starts,
Americans get to their feet: Hispanics,
Irish, Italians, Central Europeans, East
Europeans, Jews, Muslims, white,
Asian, black, those who go back to the
early settlers and those whose English
is the same as some New York cab driv-
ers | have dealt with but whose sons
and daughters could run for Congress.
Tell them why Americans, one and all,
stand upright and respectful, not be-
cause some State official told them to
but because whatever race, color, class,
or creed they are, being American
means being free. That is what makes
them proud.

As Britain knows, all predominant
power seems for a time invincible, but
in fact it is transient. The question is:
What do you leave behind? What you
can bequeath to this anxious world is
the light of liberty. That is what this
struggle against terrorist groups or
states is about. We are not fighting for
domination. We are not fighting for an
American world, though we want a
world in which America is at ease. We
are not fighting for Christianity, but
against religious fanaticism of all
kinds.

This is not a war of civilizations, be-
cause each civilization has a unique ca-
pacity to enrich the stock of human
heritage. We are fighting for the in-
alienable right of humankind, black or
white, Christian or not, left, right or
merely indifferent, to be free; free to
raise a family in love and hope; free to
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earn a living and be rewarded by your
own efforts; free not to bend your knee
to any man in fear; free to be you so
long as being you does not impair the
freedom of others. That is what we are
fighting for, and that is a battle worth
fighting.

I know it is hard on America. And in
some small corner of this vast country
out in Nevada or ldaho, these places |
have never been to but have always
wanted to go, | know out there is a guy
getting on with his life, perfectly hap-
pily, minding his own business, saying
to you, the political leaders of this
country, why me and why us and why
America?

The only answer is because destiny
put you in this place in history in this
moment in time, and the task is yours
to do.

And our job, my nation that watched
you grow, that you have fought along-
side and now fights alongside you, that
takes enormous pride in our alliance
and great affection in our common
bond, our job is to be there with you.

You are not going to be alone. We
will be with you in this fight for lib-
erty. We will be with you in this fight
for liberty; and if our spirit is right,
and our courage firm, the world will be
with us. Thank you.

[Applause, Members rising.]

At 4 o’clock and 42 minutes p.m., the
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
accompanied by the committee of es-
cort, retired from the Hall of the House
of Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The Members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

———

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 4 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m., the joint meeting of the two
Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

0 1731
AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro

tempore (Mr. BONILLA) at 5 o’clock and
31 minutes p.m.

———
PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING THE RECESS

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that the pro-
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ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

————

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2004

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONILLA). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 319 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 2691.

0 1732
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2691) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes,
with Mr. LATOURETTE in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
the amendment by the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. SHADEGG) had been dis-
posed of and the reading of the bill had
progressed through page 154 line 13.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. UDALL OF

NEW MEXICO

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico.
Chairman, | offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 9 offered by Mr. UDALL of
New Mexico:

Add at the end (before the short title) the
following new section:

SEC. . None of the funds appropriated
or made available by this Act may be used to
finalize or implement the proposed revisions
to subpart A of part 219 of title 36, Code of
Federal Regulations, relating to National
Forest System Planning for Land and Re-
source Management Plans, as described in
the proposed rule published in the Federal
Register on December 6, 2002 (67 Fed. Reg.
72770).

The CHAIRMAN. Points of order are
reserved.

Pursuant to the previous order of the
House of today, the gentleman from
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) will control 15
minutes. The gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. TAYLOR) will control 25
minutes. The gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. Dicks) will control 15 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL).

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Chairman, | yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, | rise today to offer an
amendment to protect our national for-
ests and ensure that they continue to

Mr.
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