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the foreign ministry in the People’s
Republic of China said that other na-
tions should not interfere in the debate
about free expression in Hong Kong be-
cause it is an ““internal affair.”

With all due respect to the PRC for-
eign ministry, the freedom of people to
think, to express themselves, to belong
to organizations, to associate with oth-
ers is not an internal affair. It is a fun-
damental human right. The human dig-
nity of the people of Hong Kong is of
itself sufficient reason to approve this
resolution, but if that were the sole
justification for this resolution, then
we would probably be considering thou-
sands like it.

A second reason we act today is be-
cause it is in the interests of the
United States to do so. In the Hong
Kong Policy Act, approved unani-
mously by both Houses of Congress and
signed by the President on October 5,
1992, the United States declared that,
““‘Hong Kong plays an important role in
today’s regional and world economy.
This role is reflected in strong eco-
nomic, cultural and other ties with the
United States that give the United
States a strong interest in the contin-
ued vitality, prosperity and stability of
Hong Kong.”’

Our law also declares that ‘‘support
for democratization is a fundamental
principle of United States foreign pol-
icy. As such, it naturally applies to
United States policy toward Hong
Kong. This will remain equally true
after June 30, 1997, that of course
being the date of the handover from
the British to the Chinese of the terri-
tory of Hong Kong.

Finally, the law says, ‘““The human
rights of the people of Hong Kong are
of great importance to the United
States and are directly relevant to
United States interests in Hong Kong.
A fully successful transition in the ex-
ercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong
must safeguard human rights in and of
themselves.

“The United States should play an
active role, before, on, and after July 1,
1997, in maintaining Hong Kong’s con-
fidence and prosperity, Hong Kong’s
role as an international financial cen-
ter, and the mutually beneficial ties
between the people of the United
States and the people of Hong Kong.”

That is why we are here today. If we
think back to the time prior to the
handover, prior to 1997, we were as-
sured that this could not happen, that
it would not happen, and yet through
an excretion of changes in the law,
through inroads that are being made
on the traditional freedoms that Hong
Kongers have enjoyed, so slowly per-
haps as to be imperceptible but now
this one fell swoop suddenly very no-
ticeable, the PRC is taking away the
freedom of one country-two systems,
that was guaranteed in 1997.
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Our former colleague, Connie Mack,
warned us in 1994, on the 10th anniver-
sary of the Sino-British Declaration on
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the question of Hong Kong, of the fail-
ure of the Communist Government of
China to respect the declaration, even
as of that date: “‘Immediately after
signing the Joint Declaration, the PRC
started working on the Basic Law,
Hong Kong’s post-1997 ’'mini-constitu-
tion.” The Basic Law was enacted not
by Hong Kong’s Legislative Council,
the Legco, but by Beijing’s rubber
stamp National People’s Congress that
contravened the Joint Declaration. It
subordinates the Legco to a Beijing-
appointed executive; assigns a power of
judicial interpretation to the Standing
Committee of the National People’s
Congress, rather than to Hong Kong’s
courts; and it requires a law against
‘subversion,’ a concept unknown in the
common law.”’

It is that illegitimate law against
subversion that today the House revis-
its. This is what is about to take place
in Hong Kong. If the world is silent, as
this interruption, as this deprivation of
freedom moves forward, then our lib-
erties, too, will be at greater risk.

Hong Kong is a jewel for the entire
planet. It is our hope that the freedom
that Hong Kong has traditionally en-
joyed will spread northward through-
out the People’s Republic of China,
that that will be the ultimate result of
one country, two systems, not the
other way around. But what is hap-
pening now, as we meet here today, is
that this island of freedom is being
weighted down by the long-standing
rule of the Communist Party in the
People’s Republic of China; that the
law is simply a tool of the party itself
and not independent.

Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the careful
consideration that this Chamber is giv-
ing to this resolution. | want to thank
the chairman and the ranking member
of the Committee on International Re-
lations for bringing this resolution to
the floor in a timely fashion, and | ex-
pect that all of our colleagues will vote
in support of freedom at this important
time in both China’s history and our
own.

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express my
strong support for H. Res. 277, a resolution
supporting freedom and democracy in Hong
Kong.

Throughout its modern history, Hong Kong
has stood as a beacon of freedom and sta-
bility. With the Hong Kong people’s ingenuity
and hard work, the territory became a stable
and prosperous democracy.

Since Hong Kong's 1997 change of status,
the citizens of Hong Kong have faced the
challenge of maintaining their civil liberties and
democratic self-governance. While the Basic
Law guarantees Hong Kong fifty-years of self-
governance and freedom, the Beijing-ap-
pointed government of Hong Kong has been
working to limit freedom in the territory.

| strongly support the goals of H. Res. 277.
As a long-time friend and supporter of Hong
Kong, | believe we must continue to support
the Hong Kong people’'s efforts to preserve
and advance the cause of freedom and de-
mocracy. | applaud the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. Cox) for sponsoring this resolution
and | will continue to work with my colleagues
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to protect and advance freedom, democracy,
and the rule of law in East Asia.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAss). The time of the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) has expired.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
having expired, the question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 277.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—————

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT ESCALATION OF ANTI-SE-
MITIC VIOLENCE WITHIN PAR-
TICIPATING STATES OF OSCE IS
OF PROFOUND CONCERN AND EF-
FORTS SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN
TO PREVENT FUTURE OCCUR-
RENCES

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 49) expressing the sense of
the Congress that the sharp escalation
of anti-Semitic violence within many
participating States of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) is of profound concern
and efforts should be undertaken to
prevent future occurrences.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CON. RES. 49

Whereas the expressions of anti-Semitism
experienced throughout the region encom-
passing the participating States of the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) have included physical assaults,
with some instances involving weapons or
stones, arson of synagogues, and desecration
of Jewish cultural sites, such as cemeteries
and statues;

Whereas vicious propaganda and violence
in many OSCE States against Jews, for-
eigners, and others portrayed as alien have
reached alarming levels, in part due to the
dangerous promotion of aggressive nation-
alism by political figures and others;

Whereas violence and other manifestations
of xenophobia and discrimination can never
be justified by political issues or inter-
national developments;

Whereas the Copenhagen Concluding Docu-
ment adopted by the OSCE in 1990 was the
first international agreement to condemn
anti-Semitic acts, and the OSCE partici-
pating States pledged to ‘“‘clearly and un-
equivocally condemn totalitarianism, racial
and ethnic hatred, anti-Semitism, Xxeno-
phobia and discrimination against anyone as
well as persecution on religious and ideolog-
ical grounds™;

Whereas the OSCE Parliamentary Assem-
bly at its meeting in Berlin in July 2002
unanimously adopted a resolution that, inter
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alia, called upon participating States to ‘“‘en-
sure aggressive law enforcement by local and
national authorities, including thorough in-
vestigation of anti-Semitic criminal acts,
apprehension of perpetrators, initiation of
appropriate criminal prosecutions and judi-
cial proceedings’’;

Whereas Decision No. 6 adopted by the
OSCE Ministerial Council at its Tenth Meet-
ing in Porto, Portugal in December 2002 (the
“Porto Ministerial Declaration’’) condemned
“the recent increase in anti-Semitic inci-
dents in the OSCE area, recognizing the role
that the existence of anti-Semitism has
played throughout history as a major threat
to freedom”’;

Whereas the Porto Ministerial Declaration
also urged ‘‘the convening of separately des-
ignated human dimension events on issues
addressed in this decision, including on the
topics of anti-Semitism, discrimination and
racism and xenophobia’’; and

Whereas on December 10, 2002, at the Wash-
ington Parliamentary Forum on Confronting
and Combating anti-Semitism in the OSCE
Region, representatives of the United States
Congress and the German Parliament agreed
to denounce all forms of anti-Semitism and
agreed that *“‘anti-Semitic bigotry must have
no place in our democratic societies’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) officials of the executive branch and
Members of Congress should raise the issue
of anti-Semitism in their bilateral contacts
with other countries and at multilateral
fora, including meetings of the Permanent
Council of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the
Twelfth Annual Session of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly to be convened in July
2003;

(2) participating States of the OSCE should
unequivocally condemn anti-Semitism (in-
cluding violence against Jews and Jewish
cultural sites), racial and ethnic hatred, xen-
ophobia, and discrimination, as well as per-
secution on religious grounds whenever it oc-
curs;

(3) participating States of the OSCE should
ensure effective law enforcement by local
and national authorities against criminal
acts stemming from anti-Semitism, xeno-
phobia, or racial or ethnic hatred, whether
directed at individuals, communities, or
property, including thorough investigation
and prosecution of such acts;

(4) participating States of the OSCE should
promote the creation of educational efforts
throughout the region encompassing the par-
ticipating States of the OSCE to counter
anti-Semitic stereotypes and attitudes
among younger people, increase Holocaust
awareness programs, and help identify the
necessary resources to accomplish this goal;

(5) legislators in all OSCE participating
States should play a leading role in com-
bating anti-Semitism and ensure that the
resolution adopted at the 2002 meeting of the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in Berlin is
followed up by a series of concrete actions at
the national level; and

(6) the OSCE should organize a separately
designated human dimension event on anti-
Semitism as early as possible in 2003, con-
sistent with the Porto Ministerial Declara-
tion adopted by the OSCE at the Tenth
Meeting of the OSCE Ministerial Council in
December 2002.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, anti-Semitism is a
deadly disease of the heart that leads
to violence, cruelty, and unspeakable
acts of horror. The anti-Semite is, as
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel grimly
wrote last week, an ideological fanatic
and pathological racist: “An anti-Sem-
ite is someone who never met me,
never heard of me, yet he hates me.”

While we all are aware and deplore
the hate crimes and cowardly acts that
are committed routinely by Hamas and
their like-minded murderers, what is
new, Mr. Speaker, is the enormous
surge in anti-Semitic acts and the re-
surgence of hatred for Jews in Europe,
the United States, and in Canada.

Just a brief look, Mr. Speaker, of
some of the startling statistics makes
the point. In France, for example, there
was a 600 percent increase in anti-Se-
mitic acts from the year 2001 to the
year 2002. Thankfully, the French have
moved with new legislation designed to
not only chronicle and get a better
handle on how often these hate crimes
are occurring, but they are also trying
to stop them.

The Anti-Defamation League, Mr.
Speaker, did a survey that also showed
a spike in five other countries of Eu-
rope. They found that 21 percent of the
people in those five countries had
strongly anti-Semitic perspectives or
views. The ADL also looked at the
United States and found that 17 per-
cent of our own people in the United
States had strong anti-Semitic views.
If you extrapolate that, Mr. Speaker,
that is about 35 million Americans.
That is up 5 percent from just 5 years
ago.

gH. Con. Res. 49 recognizes this dan-
gerous and alarming trend, condemns
this ancient-modern scourge, and calls
on each of the 55 countries that make
up the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe to take concrete
steps to eradicate anti-Semitism. The
resolution before us today is an un-
equivocal condemnation of violence
against Jews and Jewish cultural sites,
racial and ethnic hatred, xenophobia
and discrimination, as well as persecu-
tion on religious grounds wherever it
occurs.

The resolution calls on all the states
of the OSCE to ensure effective law en-
forcement and prosecution of individ-
uals perpetrating anti-Semitic violence
as well as urging the parliaments of all
those states to take concrete legisla-
tive action at the national level. We
are encouraging, Mr. Speaker, the cre-
ation of education efforts to counter
these anti-Semitic stereotypes and the
attitudes that we are seeing increas-
ingly among younger people. We are
calling for an increase in Holocaust
awareness programs, and seeking to
identify necessary resources to accom-
plish these goals.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the
Commission on Security and Coopera-
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tion in Europe, | chaired a congres-
sional hearing and three international
summits on anti-Semitism within the
last year alone. Joined by my good
friend and colleague from the German
Bundestag, Gert Weisskirchen, at the
three special summits, and my good
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), who |
thank as well for his good work on
this, these summits have focused on
this rising tide of anti-Semitism.

The summits, Mr. Speaker, were held
in Berlin, in 2002; in Washington, in De-
cember of 2002; and in Vienna, earlier
this year, in February. We heard from
world renowned leaders, including
Rabbi Israel Singer, President of the
World Jewish Congress; Ambassador
Alfred Moses, Abraham Foxman and
Ken Jacobson of the Anti-Defamation
League; Mark Levin from the NCSJ;
Rabbi Andrew Baker of the American
Jewish Committee; Dr. Shimon Sam-
uels, director of the Weisenthal Center
located in Paris; and many others, Am-
nesty International and other human
rights’ organizations, all of whom
made very powerful statements about
this alarming rise of hate directed to-
wards Jews.

Let me just quote for my colleagues
what Dr. Samuels said, very briefly:
““The Holocaust, for 30 years, acted as a
protective Teflon against blatant anti-
Semitic expression. That Teflon has
eroded, and what was considered dis-
tasteful and politically incorrect is be-
coming simply an opinion. But cock-
tail chatter at fine English dinners can
end as Molotov cocktails against syna-
gogues. Political correctness is also
ending for others, as tolerance for
multiculturalism gives way to populist
voices in France, ltaly, Austria, Den-
mark, Portugal, and the Netherlands.
These countries’ Jewish communities
can be caught between the rock of rad-
ical Islamic violence and the hard
place of a revitalized Holocaust-deny-
ing extreme right. Common cause must
be sought between the victimized mi-
norities against extremism and against
fanaticism.”

Dr. Jacobson pointed out, and |
quote, ‘““‘Sadly, some European leaders
have rationalized anti-Jewish attitudes
and even more violent attacks against
Jews as nothing more than a sign of
popular frustration with events in the
Middle East. Something to be expected,
even understandable, they say.”

Mr. Speaker, we have been hearing
more and more about this idea of pre-
text; that there is a disagreement with
the policies of the Israeli Government,
that somehow that gives license and an
ability and permission for some people
to hate the Jews themselves. We can
disagree, as we do on this House floor.
The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), and | have been
working on this for years, and of
course the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS). We disagree on some
issues, but anti-Semitism? We do not
hate. We do not use that as a pretext,
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as a front to promote hatred. That is
exactly what is happening in Europe,
in the United States, and in Canada.

Let me point out too that, as a result
of these summits, we have come up
with an action plan. Mr. Weisskirchen
and | have signed it, it has been agreed
to by our commissions, and we are try-
ing to promote it among all our States.
Again, education, trying to get par-
liaments to step up to the plate, and
trying to make a meaningful difference
to mitigate and hopefully to end this
terrible anti-Semitism.

Last week, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. HASTINGS) and | joined Rudy
Giuliani in Vienna for an OSCE assem-
bly focused on anti-Semitism. We have
been doing it in the OSCE Parliamen-
tary Assembly, but now the OSCE
itself has taken up this important
cause. And it will be followed up with
a meeting, most likely in Berlin next
year, to focus on anti-Semitism so that
we rally the troops all over the world,
starting with Europe, the U.S., and
Canada to say ‘‘never again.”

Let me also point out to my col-
leagues, and | thought his statement
said it all, when Abraham Foxman,
who gave riveting testimony at our
Berlin conference, pointed out just re-
cently in the Jerusalem Post, just a
couple of days ago, and | would like to
close with his statement, he said
“Anti-Semitism is surging in the world
to the extent unprecedented since the
end of World War Il. Europe must take
seriously the ideology of anti-Semi-
tism coming out of the Arab and Is-
lamic world. It must denounce the de-
liberate targeting of Jews by terrorist
groups, whether it be al Qaeda or
Hamas. It must denounce the vicious
anti-Semitic material in the Arab
press and educational systems and call
on Arab leaders to do something about
it. It must understand that the Holo-
caust happened not only because Ger-
many was taken over by the Nazis, who
developed a massive military power to
conquer most of Europe, but also by
the complicity—active and passive—of
other Europeans. Today, the great
threat comes from the combination of
the ideology of hatred with Islamic ex-
tremists to acquire weapons of mass
destruction.”” And then he bottom lines
it and says, ‘‘Let Europe never again be
complicit in developments of this
kind.”

Mr. Speaker, this Congress needs to
go on record in a bipartisan way,
Democrats, Republicans, Conserv-
atives, Moderates, and Liberals to say
anti-Semitism, never again, and we
need to do it strongly today.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume,
and | rise in strong support of the reso-
lution.

First, | want to commend my dear
friend, the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH), the chairman of our dele-
gation to the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, for his life-
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long indefatigable and passionate advo-
cacy of human rights, and his powerful
opposition in all fora to anti-Semitism.
We are all in his debt.

I also want to thank the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE), of the Com-
mittee on International Relations, for
moving this legislation so expedi-
tiously to the floor. And | want to
thank my good friend, the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), the rank-
ing Democrat on our OSCE delegation,
for his outstanding work on behalf of
all of the causes that the human rights
community is interested in.

Mr. Speaker, as the only survivor of
the Holocaust ever elected to Congress,
I am acutely aware of the dangers of
allowing anti-Semitism to go un-
checked. The horrors of the Holocaust
in World War Il began with anti-Semi-
tism. Growing up in Europe in the
1930s, | saw firsthand the horrendous
results of anti-Semitic rhetoric, lead-
ing to the nightmare of anti-Semitic
violence, and, ultimately, to the mass
murder of 6 million innocent men,
women and children.

Mr. Speaker, today, anti-Semitism in
Europe, as well as in a number of other
places in this world, is approaching the
appalling levels that | personally expe-
rienced in the 1930s.
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We cannot, we must not, and we will
not sit idly by and ignore the sharp es-
calation of anti-Semitic rhetoric and
anti-Semitic violence.

Our resolution notes that expressions
of anti-Semitism in some European
countries range from vicious propa-
ganda to physical assaults, from the
burning of synagogues to the desecra-
tion of cemeteries. Since the 1990 Co-
penhagen Concluding Document, a
number of resolutions have been adopt-
ed by OSCE condemning anti-Semi-
tism. In that spirit, 1 welcome this ef-
fort.

Our resolution urges officials of our
executive branch and Members of Con-
gress to raise the issue of anti-Semi-
tism in their bilateral and multilateral
meetings with all foreign government
officials where appropriate and to con-
demn in the strongest possible terms
not only anti-Semitism but racial and
ethnic hatred, xenophobia, discrimina-
tion and religious persecution of all
types. We urge all member countries of
the OSCE to ensure effective law en-
forcement by local and national au-
thorities against criminal actions
stemming from anti-Semitism and
other types of racial hatred.

Most importantly, our resolution
calls upon all States to promote edu-
cational efforts to counter anti-Se-
mitic stereotypes and attitudes and to
dramatically increase Holocaust
awareness. Our best ammunition in
this fight against anti-Semitism is
education.

Mr. Speaker, the battle against this
age-old and horrendous mental sick-
ness will not be easily won, but I be-
lieve the recognition of the problem
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and the call for actions to deal with it
is the first critical step. | urge all of
my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation which serves to elimi-
nate the outrage of hate-filled anti-
Semitism.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield such time as she may
consume to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on the Mid-
dle East and Central Asia.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
am honored to be in the company of
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) in cosponsoring
this resolution. | rise in support of its
passage and ask my colleagues to vote
in its favor as well.

Mr. Speaker, one of the essential les-
sons of the Holocaust is that words
lead to murder, that the teaching of
contempt and acceptance of bigotry
and anti-Semitism can lead to geno-
cide. Today, over 50 years after the
horrors of the Holocaust, anti-Semi-
tism has again become a disease
spreading throughout the world. In re-
cent years | have witnessed its resur-
gence, particularly through my work
relating to the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights and legisla-
tive efforts concerning religious free-
dom in Europe.

At the commission, resolution after
resolution, statement after statement
are filled with the rhetoric of hatred,
using the international fora to further
promote and generate support for an
anti-Semitic agenda, an agenda which
condemns a freedom-loving people and
a democratic nation, while many times
legitimizing those regimes that tor-
ture, oppress, and subjugate their own
people.

As the previous chair of the Sub-
committee on Human Rights and as
the current chair of the Subcommittee
on the Middle East and Central Asia,
and as cochair along with my colleague
and friend the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) of the Congres-
sional Task Force on Anti-Semitism, I
have pressed European officials to take
concrete steps to monitor, investigate
and prosecute to the fullest extent of
the law crimes that are borne out of
hatred for the Jewish people.

In January of this year, for example,
Jewish leaders in France came to me
with concern and anxiety about the in-
creasing example of vandalism and per-
sonal attacks against rabbis in that
country. | immediately called on the
French foreign ministry officials and
French parliamentarians to address
this grave matter.

The situation in France, however, is
only a microcosm of a growing problem
that is sweeping throughout many
OSCE states. While | will not delve
into details because my colleagues, the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS), have already done
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so, | will simply note, as has been said,
we must learn the lessons and the mis-
takes of the past, or we are condemned
to repeat them.

This is why it is imperative that we
take immediate action to prevent fur-
ther escalation of anti-Semitism and
related violence, to help ensure that
the evil of the Holocaust will never
again be allowed to exist.

As Eli Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor
and Nobel Peace laureate has said, “A
destruction, an annihilation that only
man can provoke, only man can pre-
vent.”” We can help prevent a repetition
of history, and we can begin here today
by voting in favor of this resolution.
Let us adopt House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 49 and convey the commitment of
the U.S. House of Representatives to
work with our allies to confront and
combat anti-Semitism and eradicate it
from its roots.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the distinguished
ranking Democratic member of the
Helsinki Commission, who has dem-
onstrated a passionate commitment to
human rights and on all of the issues
that that commission works with.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, let me
first thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS). There is no Mem-
ber of this body who has done more in
his lifetime to fight anti-Semitism
than the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS), and | congratulate him
for his effective leadership against
anti-Semitism here and around the
world.

I also want to thank the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), who is
the chairman of our OSCE delegation. |
have the honor of being the ranking
Democratic member. The gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), who will
be speaking shortly, is one of the com-
missioners. We have made the fight
against anti-Semitism a top priority of
our delegation. We have been effective
in making it a top priority within the
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly.

We have done that because we have
seen a rise of anti-Semitism, physical
assaults on individuals solely because
they are Jewish, desecration of Jewish
cultural sites, propaganda in the media
have all been on the rise. We must have
a zero tolerance policy about anti-Sem-
itism.

The OSCE Helsinki Commission pro-
vides a unique opportunity for us to
fight anti-Semitism. It not only has in
its membership all of the countries of
Europe, Canada and the United States,
but it has the participation of our Med-
iterranean partners, which include
Israel, Egypt and Jordan. The OSCE
Helsinki Commission has had a history
of effectively dealing with human
rights issues, so that is why the United
States leadership has been effective in
bringing about the forums to deal with
anti-Semitism. | know there was just a
meeting in Vienna that the gentleman
from New Jersey (Chairman SMITH) and
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
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HASTINGS) participated in. We adopted
in the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly
last year a very strong resolution
against anti-Semitism as a result of
the U.S. leadership, and we have signed
a letter of intent with Germany to
spell out specific actions that we need
to take in order to fight anti-Semi-
tism.

We can never justify anti-Semitic ac-
tions by international developments or
political issues. We need to have an ac-
tion plan to fight anti-Semitism. We
need to have strong laws that are
adopted by our member states and en-
forced. We need to speak out against
anti-Semitism as parliamentarians. Si-
lence is not an option. As all my col-
leagues have expressed, we need edu-
cational programs for our children. The
resolution says we need to create edu-
cational efforts throughout the region
encompassing the participating states

of OSCE to counter anti-Semitic
stereotypes and attitudes among
younger people, increase Holocaust

awareness programs, and help identify
the necessary resources to accomplish
this goal. Our children are our future.
In many of these states, we are finding
there are counterproductive programs
promoting anti-Semitism.

We need a proactive agenda. This res-
olution puts this body on record in
strong support of our resolution within
OSCE to continue our commitment to
support action plans to stamp out anti-
Semitism. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MALONEY), who has been a
champion not only of the fight against
anti-Semitism but on behalf of all
human rights causes.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong support of this resolution,
and | thank the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) for their
extraordinary leadership on this impor-
tant issue and so many others.

We are experiencing the worst out-
break of anti-Semitism in Europe since
the end of Holocaust in 1945. Just under
60 years have passed since the defeat of
Hitler and now swastikas have re-
appeared in Europe. They can be found
sprayed on Jewish schools, drawn on
gravestones in a desecrated Jewish
cemetery, painted on the wall of a syn-
agogue, and stitched on the flags of
anti-Israel demonstrators, and in the
hearts and minds of the people who at-
tack rabbinical students and Jewish
athletes.

When we allow intolerance and ha-
tred to fester and flourish, we are faced
with tragic consequences. Put simply,
hatred, violence and prejudice must
not be tolerated. Countries must speak
out against anti-Semitic acts, but rhet-
oric is not enough. Words will not re-
store the hundreds of Jewish cultural
and religious sites which have been
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burned, desecrated and destroyed
throughout Europe, and words alone
will not prevent these tragedies from
happening again.

Governments and institutions must
condemn these acts as we do today, and
they must ensure effective law enforce-
ment against them. They must also
promote tolerance education for their
children. There is no question teaching
children about the horror and tragedy
of the Holocaust and other tragedies
will create a generation of youth who
are less likely to commit hate crimes
and who are more likely to mature into
adults who will envision and work to-
wards peaceful world relations.

When this body passes H. Con. Res.
49, we will be spending a strong mes-
sage to the world that anti-Semitism
must be confronted and must be eradi-
cated. | thank both leaders, particu-
larly the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS), for his extraordinary life
commitment to ending anti-Semitism
and for world peace.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. HASTINGS), who has been through-
out his congressional career and prior
to that an indefatigable fighter for
human rights.

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) for yielding me
this time, and before | go forward, |
would be terribly remiss if 1 did not
point out that the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) has spent his
lifetime in the struggle that some of us
come to with equal passion, but not the
clarity that he brings to the issue.

I also am happy to support the reso-
lution offered by the chairman of the
Helsinki Commission and to com-
pliment the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. SMmiITH) for his continuing
work in the area of human rights and
the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) as being a stalwart champion
for human rights.
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As Chairman SMITH has already men-
tioned, last week he and | had the
privilege to represent the United
States at the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe’s conference
on anti-Semitism. A footnote right
there. That conference came about be-
cause the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH), the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS), the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN), myself
and others on the Helsinki Commission
along with colleagues in Europe
brought it to the attention of the par-
liamentary assembly by way of resolu-
tion which we will introduce yet an-
other resolution for follow-up purposes
when we are in Rotterdam 1 week from
now. But it was in this body that that
conference’s seed was planted. The con-
ference, which was the first of its kind,
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provided the OSCE’s 55 member states
and NGOs with an opportunity to dis-
cuss ways in which governments can
work to combat anti-Semitism within
their borders and abroad.

Today’s resolution is an important
symbolic statement of the House that
the United States will not stand idly
by while many European governments
neglect a rise in anti-Semitism. We
must work with our allies and not hesi-
tate to apply pressure when needed to
ensure that governments properly ad-
dress increases in anti-Semitism and
other forms of discrimination.

A few years ago, there were hopes
that anti-Semitism was gradually de-
clining and restricted to fringe ele-
ments such as neo-Nazis, white su-
premacists and certain conspiracy
theorists. However, recent develop-
ments throughout much of Europe and
the Middle East suggest that there is a
resurgent anti-Semitism with a much
broader base and message that reso-
nates at an alarming level. Many Euro-
pean leaders have formally recognized
the resurgence of anti-Semitism in
their countries and have begun to take
the necessary steps to stop this spread-
ing virus. But still, more must be done
to ensure that what occurred to the
Jewish and minority communities in
Europe during World War Il will never
happen again.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the fight against
bigotry and xenophobia is an ongoing
struggle as many of us know from our
own personal experience. Last week
when the gentleman from New Jersey
and | were in Vienna, we heard from a
woman whose name is Rosalia Abella
of the Ontario Court of Appeals. As she
noted in one of the more poignant
statements made at that conference,
“Indifference is injustice’s incubator.”
Indeed it is.

Now is the time for the United States
to be vocal and now is the time for the
House to be active as it is today under
the leadership of the gentleman from
New Jersey and the gentleman from
California. Today is not a day for com-
placency. If we remain silent, then
there will be no tomorrow. We cannot
legislate morality, we cannot legislate
love, but we can teach tolerance and
we can lead by example.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of the Smith-Cardin-
Lantos resolution. | am a cosponsor of
this resolution because | am deeply
concerned about the surge of anti-Sem-
itism in Europe and throughout other
parts of the world, but particularly in
Europe.

This is not a problem that simply can
be monitored. It must be actively and
aggressively dealt with, for we must
never forget that just 60 years ago, Eu-
rope saw the worst scourge of system-
atic, government-ordained hatred, vio-
lence and murder in the history of
mankind, in what was an unbelievable
Holocaust.
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The Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has rec-
ognized and condemned anti-Semitic
violence in its member states. At its
parliamentary assembly in July 2002,
the OSCE resolved to aggressively en-
force laws and investigate anti-Semitic
criminal acts. It is important that the
United States openly support the
OSCE'’s resolution and actively encour-
age it to address hatred and prevent vi-
olence in Europe.

Mr. Speaker, there are several topics
on which the United States and Europe
disagree. There must be no disagree-
ment, however, on the absolute right of
the Jewish people to practice their re-
ligion freely and to live in peace and
prosperity. The Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe should
not only investigate anti-Semitic
crimes but also promote and facilitate
discussions that address the root
causes of xenophobic hatred.

I encourage my colleagues and the
administration to take advantage of bi-
lateral meetings with our European
counterparts to reaffirm our deep com-
mitment to the prevention of violence
in Europe.

I again thank the gentleman from
New Jersey for bringing this resolution
to the floor and urge its adoption.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am de-
lighted to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY),
a distinguished member of the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

Mr. CROWLEY. | thank my good
friend the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to strongly
support this resolution, and | thank
the gentleman from New Jersey for
sponsoring this crucial piece of legisla-
tion. | am very aware of the danger of
being inactive about the threat of anti-
Semitism. It was anti-Semitism that
was responsible for the horrors of the
Holocaust, the most horrible crime
committed against the Jewish people
ever. Sadly, | have to say here today
that nearly 60 years after the end of
World War 11, anti-Semitism in Europe,
in many of the OSCE member states, is
on the rise again. Once again we wit-
ness evil propaganda, physical attacks
against Jews, the burning of Jewish
sites and the desecration of syna-
gogues. We must not stand aside and
ignore this grave escalation of anti-Se-
mitic violence and hatred.

This resolution addresses this threat.
It particularly calls on administration
officials and Members of Congress to
focus on anti-Semitism in their bilat-
eral and multilateral meetings. It calls
upon OSCE member states to swiftly
bring anti-Semitists to justice and to
focus on educational endeavors to fight
anti-Semitic stereotypes.

I would also like to point out that
this piece of legislation is similar to a
resolution | introduced last year.
House Resolution 393 also addresses the
anti-Semitic threat in the OSCE re-
gion. It urges European governments
to provide security and safety of the
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Jewish communities, to prosecute and
punish perpetrators of anti-Semitic vi-
olence, and to cultivate a climate in
which all forms of anti-Semitism are
rejected.

I was proud that my colleagues in
Congress joined me in sending this
message to the European Union, but we
must go further. Anti-Semitism con-
tinues to fester throughout the OSCE
region. This resolution is the right fol-
low-up to my legislation that passed in
the last Congress.

Mr. Speaker, the threat of anti-Semi-
tism is looming large and our fight
against it is far from over, but | believe
that recognizing this problem and tak-
ing action is critical. | therefore urge
all of my colleagues to strongly sup-
port House Resolution 49 sponsored by
the gentleman from New Jersey. |
would ask them all to vote for this res-
olution unanimously. | want to thank
the gentleman from California again
for his work on this resolution and all
my colleagues in bringing this to the
House floor.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from California
(Mr. ROHRABACHER).

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, |
am proud to join the gentleman from
New Jersey and the gentleman from
California as | have over the years on
many human rights issues, and this is
a human rights issue. Racism, religious
hatred, these are things that decent
people must condemn and we must
unite in our strong opposition wher-
ever this type of vile behavior and vile
thought patterns emerge. We must rec-
ognize that there are, however, people
who exploit these type of negative feel-
ings and this type of racial hatred.
Anti-Semitism is perhaps the epitome
of this ignorance and irrationality and
mindless hatred and it is again raising
its ugly head both in Europe and in the
United States.

Let us note that over 10 years ago, a
major political figure in the United
States referred to New York City as
“Hymietown.” What is important is
the fact that he was winked at and that
for 10 years after that statement, he
still remained a recognized leader.
That did tremendous harm in Amer-
ica’s black community. It sent a hor-
rible message to young blacks and we
are paying some of the price of an in-
creased anti-Semitism today in our
black community by mistakes that we
made 10 years ago by not condemning
that and other types of horrible re-
marks that should never have been
made or accepted in our political de-
bate.

In Europe today, we see that same
kind of winking going on. Oh, yes, peo-
ple are ignoring statements that are
being made that are totally unaccept-
able to people who believe in civilized
behavior and are opposed to this type
of vile hatred, the vile hatred in rela-
tionship to their fellow man. This is an
alarm bell today. I am very proud to
stand here with the gentleman from
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California and the gentleman from New
Jersey ringing the alarm bell. We are
not going to sit idly by and wink at an
increase in this level of hatred towards
our Jewish friends nor towards any
other minority in the Western democ-
racies. The Western democracies, our
friends in Europe, just like we in the
United States, have to remain vigilant
and it is up to us as leaders of this soci-
ety and the democratic leaders in Eu-
rope to call to task those who would
wink and would not condemn this type
of vicious trend in their society. We
can cut it short now. Let us stand to-
gether united against anti-Semitism
and all such hatred.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am de-
lighted to yield 2 minutes to the distin-
guished gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK).

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, in terms that we do not usu-
ally use on this floor but in terms that
may be familiar to our friends in Eu-
rope, in the American context, I am a
man of the left. | voted against the war
in Iraq. | will vote for the resolution
later about Israel’s right to respond to
terrorism, but I will put into the CoN-
GRESSIONAL RECORD Tom Friedman’s
article urging them to think about pru-
dence and restraint. | think the settle-
ments are by and large a mistake. And
| speak today in defense of this resolu-
tion, specifically to others on the left
in Europe, many of whom have in my
judgment been morally deficient in the
obligation we have to speak out
against prejudice and injustice across
the board. Those who hold to liberal
values have no moral right to put an
ideological screen between victims and
those values, and those on the left who
use an excuse of a disagreement with
the policy of the Sharon government or
the Bush government or anybody else
as a reason to be soft on anti-Semitism
betray liberalism and betray its values.

By the way, with regard to the gov-
ernment of Israel, let me speak to the
people on the left. | disagree with some
aspects of its policy, but | staunchly
defend its right to exist. But even more
important, by every value that | as a
liberal hold dear, the government and
society of Israel is quite morally supe-
rior to any of its neighbors, and to
focus only on those aspects of disagree-
ment and to ignore its longstanding
commitment to civil rights and civil
liberties, in fact | think our society,
the United States, has a good deal to
learn from the society of Israel about
how you deal with external threats and
still show a respect for civil liberties.

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia and the gentleman from New
Jersey for bringing this forward and
the gentleman from Illinois for his sup-
port. | want to reiterate as a man on
the left who shares a great deal of both
general values and specific policy pre-
scriptions with many on the left in Eu-
rope, | am appalled at those who fail to
carry out our liberal principles fully
and across the board. A vigorous and
ongoing condemnation of anti-Semi-
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tism is a requisite part of that commit-
ment.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

At the most recent conference that
was held in Vienna, | just want to
again thank the great work that Am-
bassador Minikes did, our Ambassador
to the OSCE. He has worked very, very
hard to help put together that anti-
Semitism conference. He did an out-
standing job. Ambassador CIliff Sobel,
our Ambassador to the Netherlands,
also worked very hard on it as well, as
did many others in the State Depart-
ment. It was a joint effort. Again |
want to thank Rudy Giuliani for the
good work he did in leading that.

Let me just also say that, Mr. Speak-
er, next week in Rotterdam we will
have an OSCE Parliamentary Assembly
and | plan on offering another resolu-
tion on anti-Semitism at that and
hopefully we continue not only this
dialogue but this outrage that we are
expressing about intolerance. The more
we raise our voices, the more we have
mutually reinforcing policies, includ-
ing good law, good law enforcement
and hopefully a chronicling of these
misdeeds so that law enforcement
knows that they do indeed have a prob-
lem. This has been a particular prob-
lem in Europe, where hate crimes are
committed and they are not attributed
to the hate crimes that they represent.
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The more we chronicle, the more we
will see that there is an explosion of
anti-Semitism in Europe. This is a
good resolution. | thank the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS), and |
thank the gentleman and chairman
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) for moving
this bill expeditiously through the
committee and for his strong support
for it.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. BERKLEY), a distinguished
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and a fighter for
human rights.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SmITH) for put-
ting this before our body.

I grew up hearing about anti-Semi-
tism from my grandparents and my
parents, things that | could not believe
could have ever happened; but the anti-
Semitism acts that they spoke of
seemed like historic oddities to me,
something from a distant time and a
distant place. | never dreamed, never
dreamed that anti-Semitism could ever
rear its ugly head again during my life-
time or the lifetime of my children.

Especially after World War 11, |1
thought Europe and the rest of the
world had learned a very important
and valuable lesson. | ran for Congress
so that | could speak out against issues
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that | thought were horrific; and anti-
Semitism, and its continued existence
on this planet, is certainly something
that |1 wish to speak out against. | am
glad that we are condemning anti-Sem-
itism in no uncertain terms and put-
ting the United States Congress on
record and speaking out forcefully

against this horrible scourge and
plague.
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.

Speaker, | ask unanimous consent to
reclaim my time for purposes of yield-
ing the remainder of my time to the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BAss). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 1 minute.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, | yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the chairman of the Helsinki Commis-
sion for yielding me this time. | am
proud to be a co-sponsor of this very
important resolution.

This is about anti-Semitism. But
more broadly than that, it is about
hate. It is about the human inclination
from time to time to hate others who
are different, to discriminate against
others who are different, who have a
different color of skin, who have a dif-
ferent religion, who have a different
national origin. More human violence
perhaps has been perpetrated in the
name of those distinctions and preju-
dices and hate than any other.

It is important that we regularly and
strongly and without equivocation
speak out against those who would per-
petrate and spread hate in our world,
in our country, in our communities.

| thank the gentleman from New Jer-
sey, and | thank my good friend, the
gentleman from California, for their
leadership on this issue. It is an appro-
priate statement for us to make as the
representatives of a free and tolerant
people.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. DAVIS).

(Mr. DAVIS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
I do not want this debate to end with-
out adding my voice in support of the
resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 1
minute to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER), a distinguished
fighter for human rights.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, many people thought
that the Holocaust cleansed the West-
ern world of anti-Semitism, that the
catastrophe, the mass murder, and the
genocide in the Holocaust caused the
civilized world or at least the Western
part of the civilized world to recoil in
such horror that anti-Semitism would
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not be a major problem again. We now
know that maybe it did that for a gen-
eration or two, but that the scourge of
anti-Semitism is returning in great
and terrible force in its ancient home-
land of Europe and other places.

Today we have two major problems
of anti-Semitism: in Europe and in the
Muslim world. It is very appropriate
that we adopt this resolution today to
ask the governments of Europe
through the OSCE and individually to
crack down on anti-Semitism, to speak
out against it, to act against it because
many of the governments of Europe,
many of the parts of the political left
in Europe and elsewhere as well as the
right have not done so. They ought to
do so. And this resolution is fitting and
appropriate to adopt today for that
purpose.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 49, ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the sharp
escalation of anti-Semitic violence within many
participating States of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe is of pro-
found concern and efforts should be under-
taken to prevent future occurrences.

| begin by praising the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe for their con-
ference this past weekend devoted to the
issues of anti-Semitism and how to combat it.
The Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) is the largest regional secu-
rity organization in the world with 55 partici-
pating countries from Europe, Central Asia,
and North America. The OSCE has a com-
prehensive and cooperative approach to secu-
rity, stressing preventative diplomacy and
human rights.

The conference last weekend was the first
high level OSCE conference devoted specifi-
cally to the issue of anti-Semitism. Over 400
government and nongovernment officials at-
tended.

The conference took place at Vienna's
Hofburg Palace. This same location is where
Hitler stood, 65 years ago, proclaiming Aus-
tria’s annexation to a cheering crowd of thou-
sands. Sixty-five years later, what can we say
about tolerance and diversity in Europe? What
can we say about Human Rights worldwide?
Specifically, 65 years after the beginning of
the worst genocide in our time, what can we
say we have learned about anti-Semitism and
the horrors of racial hatred?

Much has changed since then. Yet today
there are both overt and subtle versions of
anti-Semitism, in the United States and
abroad. Physical assaults, arson at syna-
gogues and desecration of Jewish cultural
sites are occurring. Unfortunately, government
officials are not speaking harshly enough
against them.

The conference on anti-Semitism opened a
day after the Romanian Government retracted
an earlier claim that “there was no Holocaust”
on Romanian soil. In Greece, a recent news-
paper cartoon had one Israeli soldier telling
the other, “we were not in Dachau concentra-
tion camp to survive, but to learn.”

France has experienced a six-fold increase
in anti-Semitic incidents in the space of a
year. In Poland, the word “Jewish” is used as
a term of abuse for Polish soccer fans. In
other parts of Europe, claims are made that
Jews had forewarning of the September 11th
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attacks at the Pentagon and World Trade
Towers.

The existence of anti-Semitism has played
throughout history as a major threat to free-
dom. Participating states of the OSCE should
unequivocally condemn anti-Semitism, racial
and ethnic hatred and xenophobia, and they
need to be loud and clear in their message.

We cannot allow future generations to be
taught a distorted view of history. Prejudice
must be rooted out of textbooks, governments
must speak out against these wrongdoings,
and anti-Semitic actions must be classified as
hate crimes. We also need to ensure effective
law enforcement. Finally, we must promote the
creation of educational efforts and we must in-
crease Holocaust awareness. | abhor and
stand against all forms of hatred.

If action had been taken in the 1930s, many
lives could have been saved. There are so
many lessons of history that need to be
learned, lest they not be repeated. For that
reason | support H. Con. Res. 49.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker: | will reluctantly
vote in favor of this legislation, partly because
it is simply a sense of Congress resolution.
But | am concerned about this bill and the oth-
ers like it we face with regularity on the floor
of Congress. We all condemn violence against
innocents, whether it is motivated by hatred,
prejudice, greed, jealousy, or whatever else.
But that is not what this legislation is really
about. It is about the Congress of the United
States presuming to know—and to legislate
on—the affairs of European countries. First,
this is the United States Congress. We have
no Constitutional authority to pass legislation
affecting foreign countries. Second, when we
get involved in matters such as this we usually
get it wrong. H. Con. Res. 45 is an example
of us getting it wrong on both fronts.

This legislation refers to the rise of anti-
Semitism in Europe as if it is a purely home-
grown phenomenon, as if native residents of
European countries are suddenly committing
violent crimes against Jews. But | think we are
only getting part of the story here. What is ab-
sent from the legislation is mention of the well-
reported fact that much of the anti-Jewish vio-
lence in Europe is perpetrated by recent immi-
grants from Muslim countries of the Middle
East and Africa. Reporting on a firebombing of
a Synagogue in Marseille, France, for exam-
ple, the New York Times quotes the longtime
president of that region’s Jewish Council,
Charles Haddad, as saying, “This is not anti-
Semitic violence; it's the Middle East conflict
that's playing out here.”

Therefore, part of the problem in many Eu-
ropean countries is the massive immigration
from predominantly Muslim countries, where
new residents bring their hatreds and preju-
dices with them. Those European politicians
who recognize this growing problem—there
are now 600,000 Jews in France and five mil-
lion Muslims—are denounced as racist and
worse. While | do not oppose immigration, it
must be admitted that massive immigration
from vastly different cultures brings a myriad
of potential problems and conflicts. These are
complicated issues for we in Congress to deal
with here in the United States. Yes, prejudice
and hatred are evil and must be opposed, but
it is absurd for us to try to solve these prob-
lems in countries overseas.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
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SMITH) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 49.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on three of the motions to
suspend the rules previously postponed.
Votes will be taken in the following
order:

S. 858, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 2474, by the yeas and nays;

H.J. Res. 49, by the yeas and nays.

Proceedings on other postponed ques-
tions will resume later.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

—————

ABRAHAM LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the Sen-
ate bill, S. 858.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
SOUDER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 858,
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 409, nays 2,
not voting 23, as follows:

[Roll No. 312]
YEAS—409

Abercrombie Bishop (GA) Buyer
Ackerman Bishop (NY) Calvert
Aderholt Bishop (UT) Camp
Akin Blackburn Cannon
Alexander Blumenauer Cantor
Allen Blunt Capito
Andrews Boehlert Capps
Baca Boehner Capuano
Bachus Bonilla Cardin
Baird Bonner Cardoza
Baldwin Bono Carson (IN)
Ballance Boozman Carson (OK)
Ballenger Boswell Carter
Bartlett (MD) Boucher Case
Barton (TX) Boyd Castle
Bass Bradley (NH) Chabot
Beauprez Brady (PA) Chocola
Becerra Brady (TX) Clay
Bell Brown (OH) Clyburn
Bereuter Brown (SC) Coble
Berkley Brown, Corrine Cole
Berman Burgess Collins
Berry Burns Cooper
Biggert Burr Costello
Bilirakis Burton (IN) Cox
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