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people die every year of ALS than Hun-
tington’s Disease or multiple sclerosis. 

One of the more frightening aspects 
of this disease is its unpredictability. 
It can arise in a family that has never 
had ALS throughout its generations. It 
is truly an equal opportunity disease, 
with no racial, ethnic, or socio-
economic boundaries. All of us are 
threatened by this disease. 

This country has devoted substantial 
resources to finding a cure for ALS. 
Last year alone, the National Insti-
tutes of Health spent nearly $35 million 
on ALS research. However, while this 
is a significant amount of money, it 
pales in comparison to the amount we 
spend on other diseases. 

Recent advances in genetics and 
technology have created new opportu-
nities for the study and treatment of 
this terrible disease, but more can be 
done. This resolution recognizes that 
fact while providing the House of Rep-
resentatives an opportunity to pay 
tribute to one of America’s greatest he-
roes and human beings, Lou Gehrig.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANKs of Arizona). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows:
H. RES. 278

Whereas Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(hereinafter in this resolution referred to as 
‘‘ALS’’) is a progressive neuromuscular dis-
ease characterized by a degeneration of 
nerve cells of the brain and spinal cord lead-
ing to the wasting of muscles, paralysis, and 
eventual death; 

Whereas approximately 30,000 individuals 
in the United States are afflicted with ALS, 
with approximately 5,000 new cases each 
year; 

Whereas the life expectancy of an indi-
vidual with ALS is three to five years from 
the time of diagnosis; 

Whereas there is no known cause or cure 
for ALS; 

Whereas aggressive treatment of the symp-
toms of ALS can extend the lives of individ-
uals with the disease; 

Whereas recent advances in ALS research 
have produced promising leads related to 
shared disease processes that appear to oper-
ate in many neurodegenerative diseases; 

Whereas, on June 19, 1903, New York 
Yankee baseball legend Henry Louis (Lou) 
Gehrig was born in New York City; 

Whereas, on June 19, 2003, The ALS Asso-
ciation will help America celebrate what 
would have been Lou’s 100th birthday, hon-
oring his magnificent baseball career and his 
unwavering courage as he faced the deadly 
disease that would carry his name; and 

Whereas The ALS Association Greater New 
York Chapter will celebrate Lou Gehrig’s 
100th birthday at Yankee Stadium on June 
19, 2003, by honoring the life and legacy of 
Lou Gehrig through a pre-game home plate 
ceremony, and these activities will help 
bring greater awareness to the disease, 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Lou 
Gehrig’s 100th birthday and commends the 
contributions he and his legacy have made in 

the search for better treatments and a cure 
for ALS; 

(2) acknowledges the struggle of the thou-
sands of individuals battling ALS everyday 
and their courage in facing this debilitating 
disease; 

(3) supports cutting-edge research to find a 
cure for ALS; and 

(4) applauds the efforts of all organiza-
tions, including The ALS Association, in 
their endeavors to raise awareness about the 
disease, support research initiatives, and as-
sist those suffering with ALS and their fami-
lies in the challenges of coping with this ter-
rible affliction.

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE SAN ANTO-
NIO SPURS FOR WINNING THE 
2003 NBA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Reform be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 279) congratu-
lating the San Antonio Spurs for win-
ning the 2003 NBA championship, and 
ask for immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, I would be 
happy to yield to my colleague, the 
gentleman from San Antonio, Texas 
(Mr. SMITH), for an explanation of the 
resolution. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. GONZALEZ. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from San Antonio 
for yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, first of all I would like 
to read the resolution congratulating 
the San Antonio spurs for winning the 
2003 NBA Championship. 

Whereas, on June 15, 2003, the San 
Antonio Spurs won the National Bas-
ketball Association’s Championship 
best-of-seven series with an 88–77 vic-
tory over the New Jersey Nets; 

Whereas the Spurs’ victory over the 
Nets is their second NBA championship 
in 5 years; 

Whereas this year’s Spurs-Nets 
Finals is the first time two former 
American Basketball Association 
teams have played for the NBA Cham-
pionship; 

Whereas 7-foot center David Robin-
son joined the Spurs in 1987, and Tim 
Duncan joined the team in 1997; 

Whereas last night’s match-up was 
the final game of David Robinson’s 14-
year career, and his 13 points, 17 re-
bounds, and two blocked shots will be 
remembered as his best performance of 
the season; 

Whereas Tim Duncan’s triple-double, 
21 points, 20 rebounds, and 10 assists, 
and his eight blocked shots will be re-
membered as one of the greatest indi-
vidual efforts in finals history; 

Whereas Tim Duncan won the regular 
season Most Valuable Player award for 
the second consecutive year, and he 
was named the Finals Most Valuable 
Player following the Spurs victory; 

Whereas spurs head coach Gregg 
Popovich was recognized as the NBA 
Coach of the Year for the 2002–2003 sea-
son; 

Resolved that the House of Rep-
resentatives congratulates the San An-
tonio Spurs and Coach of the Year 
Gregg Popovich for an unforgettable 
season of basketball excellence and for 
winning the 2003 National Basketball 
Association Championship. 

Mr. Speaker, this year’s NBA cham-
pions, the San Antonio Spurs, showed 
America their determination and their 
character. They never gave in and they 
never gave up, and that is why they are 
champions today. 

Owner Peter Holt, Coach Gregg 
Popovich, and the Spurs’ players pro-
vided the City of San Antonio with an 
unforgettable season of basketball ex-
cellence that will be remembered for 
years. They deserve the thanks of our 
grateful city. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to say a few words about 
Spurs Center David Robinson. It is fit-
ting that he close his storybook career 
as an NBA champion. Few players rep-
resent their teams and their cities with 
such class and dignity. We all agree 
that David Robinson achieved great-
ness on the basketball court, but what 
is less known to the general public is 
that David Robinson is a man who 
cares deeply about the City of San An-
tonio and the education of our chil-
dren. 

Through the David Robinson Founda-
tion, he donated $9 million toward the 
construction and operation of the 
Carver Academy, a school on the east 
side of San Antonio that opened its 
doors in 2001. David Robinson serves as 
the school’s chairman. This donation is 
believed to be the largest ever made by 
a professional athlete. 

Named for George Washington 
Carver, the school serves elementary-
aged students from a culturally diverse 
community. The core curriculum fo-
cuses on excellence in reading and lan-
guage arts, social studies, math, 
science, technology, fine arts, ath-
letics, and foreign languages including 
German, Japanese, and Spanish. 

David’s community involvement is 
extensive. At Spurs’ home games he re-
serves special seats for underprivileged 
families. He has contributed to the 
homeless, children’s charities, and hur-
ricane victims. In 1991, he promised 94 
fifth graders at San Antonio’s Gates 
Elementary School a $2,000 college 
scholarship if they finished high 
school. Well, in 1998, 50 students grad-
uated at the ceremony that was at-
tended by Robinson himself. 

In 1992, Robinson and his wife Valerie 
started their foundation, which sup-
ports programs that address the phys-
ical and spiritual needs of the family. 
He said their goal is ‘‘To build a foun-
dation for future generations. We want 
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to make these children the heroes of 
tomorrow by teaching them principles 
of integrity, discipline and faith.’’ 

Fittingly, David Robinson has been 
described as the Goliath of Giving. 
Every community in America needs a 
David Robinson. San Antonio has been 
blessed by his generosity, thoughtful-
ness and compassion. 

Mr. Speaker, David Robinson’s ex-
traordinary ability will be missed on 
the basketball court, but it is off the 
court where his work continues to give 
others the opportunity to seek a better 
and brighter future. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GONZALEZ), my 
colleague from San Antonio, for yield-
ing to me.

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. GONZALEZ. I am happy to yield 
to the chairman for a few words regard-
ing this particular resolution and the 
Spurs. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding to me, and 
I rise today in support of House Resolu-
tion 279 introduced by the gentleman 
from my home State of Texas (Mr. 
SMITH). 

This resolution congratulates the 
San Antonio Spurs, again the cham-
pions of the National Basketball Asso-
ciation. On Sunday night, the Spurs de-
feated the New Jersey Nets 88 to 77 in 
game six of the NBA Finals to win 
their second championship in the last 5 
years. The city of San Antonio and the 
entire State of Texas is celebrating the 
Spurs great victory on the high stage 
of basketball. 

Mr. Speaker, this San Antonio Spurs 
team is truly one for the ages. Beyond 
being their second title in recent years, 
this is a team full of superstars, both 
on and off the court. The Spurs feature 
the greatest player in the NBA today, 
two-time reigning Most Valuable Play-
er of the league, Tim Duncan. 

Duncan capped off his final perform-
ance on Sunday night with a near-
quadruple-double. He scored 21 points, 
grabbed 20 rebounds, handed out 10 as-
sists, and blocked eight shots during 
one of his most outstanding perform-
ances of the season.

b 1800 
After the game on Sunday night, 

Duncan was deservedly awarded the 
finals’ Most Valuable Player trophy. 
After being the number one pick in the 
NBA draft in 1997, Tim Duncan’s first 6 
years have been extraordinary, and I 
commend his efforts. 

The accolades extend to the Spurs’ 
outstanding head coach, Gregg 
Popovich, who earned this season’s 
NBA Coach of the Year award. Coach 
Popovich won his second well-deserved 
NBA title on Sunday, and I congratu-
late him for this momentous accom-
plishment. I am concerned that Coach 
Popovich may be underappreciated 
across the country, but I can assure 
this House that the people of San Anto-
nio and the fans of the Spurs know that 
Gregg Popovich is a great coach. 

The Spurs also feature such out-
standing standouts as Tony Parker, 
Stephen Jackson, Bruce Bowen, Manu 
Ginobili, veterans Kevin Willis and 
Steve Kerr, among many other players. 
But I want to particularly recognize 
another great Spurs player who has 
been one of the NBA’s very best ambas-
sadors over the last decade. David Rob-
inson played his last game in the NBA 
on Sunday, finishing with 13 points and 
17 rebounds. This very strong effort 
completed a 14-year career, over which 
Mr. Robinson averaged 21 points and 
nearly 11 rebounds per game. 

Also a U.S. Naval officer and compas-
sionate humanitarian, David Robinson 
was named one of the NBA’s 50 Great-
est Players in 1996, as well as the 1995 
MVP, the 1992 Defensive Player of the 
Year, and the 1990 rookie of the year. I 
think it is important to note that 
David Robinson earned his final honor 
after serving a 2-year Naval Academy 
commitment, prior to which he was the 
first selection in the 1987 NBA draft. I 
congratulate David Robinson for win-
ning this year’s NBA championship, for 
going out on top, and for his remark-
able career. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the San 
Antonio Spurs for winning the 2003 
NBA championship. I urge passage of 
House Resolution 279, and I thank the 
gentleman from Texas for yielding me 
this time. 

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Further reserving 
the right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, what a 
privilege to stand in the United States 
Capitol to honor the World Champion 
San Antonio Spurs. In life, it is not 
just how you win, but it is how you 
play the game. 

America has seen that the Spurs are 
a team of character. There are no ball 
hogs, no billboard tattoos, no nose 
rings or show boats. It is a team that 
works like a well-oiled machine. No 
longer can anyone in the NBA say that 
nice guys finish last. 

David Robinson is not just a basket-
ball icon; he is known internationally 
as a great community servant. It is ap-
propriate that the NBA renamed its 
community service award after David. 

Tim Duncan, the Tower of Power. 
Those blocked shots in the final game 
will always be remembered as part of 
an all-time great performance, and the 
list goes on and on. 

Tony Parker’s trademark clutch 
tear-drop shots and the interviews he 
would do with the French media speak-
ing French gave a new twist to the 
finals. 

Bruce Bowen’s defense and the 3-
point bonanza in a critical game 
against the Lakers is something we are 
still talking about. 

Steve Jackson’s three pointers, and 
Malik Rose’s intensity and willingness 
to bang hard under the basket at cru-
cial times in the game, Manu Ginobili’s 
ability to defy gravity and make those 

clutch shots and steal the ball at crit-
ical times. He became Charles 
Barkley’s favorite player, and Charles 
loved yelling his name out, Manu 
Ginobili, during the beginning of the 
game and afterwards. 

Then there is Steve Kerr. Boy, did he 
give the Spurs a boost with those 
heart-stopping three-point shots in the 
fourth quarter just when we needed 
them. This is Steve Kerr’s sixth cham-
pionship ring, and we congratulate 
him. 

The rest of the guys all played vital 
roles just when they were needed, 
Speedy Claxton, Danny Ferry, Steve 
Smith, and Kevin Willis. And Coach 
Gregg Popovich now has two NBA ti-
tles with the Spurs. A lot of political 
bigshots could, frankly, take a lesson 
from Popovich. He always believes in 
doing what is right, the media be 
damned. 

Congratulations to the owners, Peter 
and Juliana Holt, two friends and won-
derful people who are so deserving. 
They also set an example for patience 
and doing what is right for the Spurs, 
and they continue to serve the commu-
nity every day of their lives. 

From all of us in the congressional 
delegation of San Antonio, thank you 
for making us proud. And the best news 
is next year the Spurs are expected to 
be even better.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Further reserving 
the right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
simply rise to say we are always de-
lighted and pleased to see Steve Kerr 
display the skill and talent he learned 
in Chicago. But more importantly, I 
rise to congratulate the city of San An-
tonio for being one of the most beau-
tiful cities in the country and also the 
great championship, the skill displayed 
by the Spurs as they won the 2003 NBA 
championship. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I was really 
touched hearing of the great contribu-
tions of David Robinson, not just on 
the court but off the court in the com-
munity, in the neighborhood, his will-
ingness to give of his resources and of 
himself, to display what it really 
means to be a great American. And so 
I rise to really congratulate him. 

Oftentimes we hear that athletes are 
not willing to give back, that they get 
whatever it is that they get from being 
what they are and who they are and do 
not necessarily give back to the rest of 
the world. 

Well, I think that David Robinson is 
the epitome of a gentleman, a great 
man; and I congratulate all of you for 
the fact that he is a Texan and part of 
the San Antonio Spurs. 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, it is a great honor 
to join my colleagues. This is an occa-
sion of bipartisan pride, and it is a 
wonderful occasion; but the Spurs did 
not get there, and it was not an easy 
road for them. I think Members know 
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those playoffs were tough, and I would 
like to acknowledge the adversary and 
that is the New Jersey Nets, which put 
up a noble fight; but the better team 
did win for many, many reasons. It was 
not just athletic ability, though. 

I think some of my colleagues have 
touched on what makes this team so 
special. It is about character, and when 
we talk about individuals like David 
Robinson, we understand what char-
acter is all about. It has been pointed 
out this is a Naval Academy graduate 
who put in his military obligation and 
finished that and then went on to his 
professional basketball career. 

We also speak about Tim Duncan, 
and we have forgotten a very impor-
tant chapter in Tim Duncan’s life, and 
I think Members may have heard this 
story before, but these are role models. 
These are the kinds of models that we 
need to display and demonstrate to all 
of the youth in this country. 

Tim Duncan had an opportunity to 
leave Wake Forest early. He did not 
have to get a degree, but his family in-
stilled that kind of appreciation. His 
mother wanted him to graduate. As a 
result of a promise made to his mother, 
he remained at Wake Forest before he 
pursued his professional basketball ca-
reer; and it has been an incredible time 
for not just Tim Duncan, but for all his 
fans. 

This type of class, this type of char-
acter starts at the very top; and I have 
to say that you start with the owner, 
Mr. and Mrs. Holt. Next, look at the 
coach, Coach Popovich. Then look at 
the first string, but also at the bench; 
and this is a lesson to all of us. We can-
not all be starters, but we can all make 
a contribution because this champion-
ship belongs to that entire team. Also 
the staff that supports the Spurs and 
the very special San Antonio fans sec-
ond to none in the United States. 

It was a class act, and one of skill 
and challenge. If you have character, I 
think you will always be a winner. In 
this instance they do have the ring. 
They are going to have the trophy, but 
I think they have something which is 
so much more important, and that is 
an accomplishment which is earned 
through character, skill, dedication, 
and commitment.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, as the 
mighty San Antonio Spurs entered the arena 
on game six of the NBA National Champion-
ship you could tell that it was going to be an 
amazing game. The crowd was on their feet 
chanting Go Spurs Go, non-stop, it was ener-
gizing. Every player from Tim Duncan to Kevin 
Willis had their game faces on. There was 
something in their look as if they knew what 
was going to happen, as if they had dreams 
of three point shots and death defying dunks 
the night before. They had hoop dreams. 

The New Jersey Nets put up a great fight, 
but the Spurs’ dominance of the fourth quarter 
seemed too much for even the Nets to over-
come. After a 19 point scoring run, from a 
combination of aerial and ground attacks, the 
San Antonio Spurs defeated the Nets 88–77. 

Similar to the likes of Jordan/Pippen, Bird/
McHale, Magic/Jabbar. Tim Duncan and Dave 

‘‘the Admiral’’ Robinson proved to be an 
unstoppable force. With Duncan’s field goals 
and amazing drives along with Robinson’s 
dominance on the paint they helped lead the 
Spurs to their second championship season. 

The 2003 NBA Finals MVP was Tim Dun-
can; he gave an amazing performance, scor-
ing 20 points and 20 rebounds, 10 assists and 
8 blocked shots. Robinson scored 13 points 
and 17 rebounds in the final game of his 
amazing Spurs career. 

This propelled the Spurs to their second 
championship win in less than 5 years. 

It is my pleasure to congratulate the San 
Antonio Spurs on a great season and a great 
championship. This is not only a great day for 
San Antonio and San Antonians, but for all of 
Texas. Great job Spurs. Go Spurs go.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FRANKs of Arizona). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows:
H. RES. 279

Whereas, on June 15, 2003, the San Antonio 
Spurs won the National Basketball Associa-
tion’s (NBA) Championship best-of-seven se-
ries with an 88–77 victory over the New Jer-
sey Nets; 

Whereas the Spurs’ victory over the Nets is 
their second NBA championship in five 
years; 

Whereas this year’s Spurs–Nets Finals is 
the first time two former American Basket-
ball Association teams have played for the 
NBA Championship; 

Whereas seven foot center David Robinson 
joined the Spurs in 1987, and Tim Duncan 
joined the team in 1997; 

Whereas last night’s match-up was the 
final game of David Robinson’s 14-year ca-
reer, and his 13 points, 17 rebounds, and two 
blocked shots will be remembered as his best 
performance of the season; 

Whereas Tim Duncan’s triple-double, (21 
points, 20 rebounds, and ten assists), and his 
eight blocked shots will be remembered as 
one of the greatest individual efforts in 
Finals’ history; 

Whereas Tim Duncan won the regular sea-
son Most Valuable Player award for the sec-
ond consecutive year, and he was named the 
Finals Most Valuable Player following the 
Spurs victory; 

Whereas Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich 
was awarded the Red Auerbach Trophy as 
the NBA Coach of the Year for the 2002–03 
season; and 

Whereas Gregg Popovich is the first Spurs 
coach in franchise history to win the Red 
Auerbach Trophy: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates the San Antonio Spurs 
and Coach of the Year Gregg Popovich for an 
unforgettable season of basketball excellence 
and for winning the 2003 National Basketball 
Association Championship.

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 279. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection.
f 

TRIBUTE TO LARRY DOBY 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I have 
some sad news this morning. A great 
American passed last evening. Larry 
Doby, 79 years of age, broke the color 
barrier in the American League and be-
came a Hall of Famer, but he was a 
Hall of Famer in his life. 

He said when inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in 1998, ‘‘Kids are our future, 
and we hope baseball has given them 
some idea of what it is to live together 
and how we can get along, whether you 
be black or white.’’

He was a great American. He lost his 
wife, Helyn, just 2 years ago. Larry 
lived a very productive life in my 
hometown of Paterson, New Jersey, 
and lived in Montclair, which is part of 
my district as well. 

Mr. Speaker, if I can read from the 
resolution, a tribute to him back in 
1997, which was entered into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD, ‘‘Despite his great 
accomplishments, Larry Doby has re-
mained modest and endearing and a 
true gentleman. Mr. Doby always gives 
thanks to God for giving him the tal-
ent to help integrate baseball and 
American society and to Mr. Veck for 
giving him the opportunity to use that 
talent and to his wife Helyn for holding 
together their family while he was 
away.’’

I ask that my colleagues join in a 
resolution which I will be introducing. 
We have lost a good American.

[From the Record, June 19, 2003] 
LARRY DOBY, HALL OF FAMER, DIES 

Hall of Famer Larry Doby, who grew up in 
Paterson and became the first black player 
in the American League, died Wednesday 
night after along illness at his home in 
Montclair, his son, Larry Doby Jr. said. 
Doby was 79. 

Doby was a seven-time All-Star in a 13-
year career, almost all of it spent in the out-
field for the Cleveland Indians. He helped 
lead the Indians to their last World Series 
title in 1948. 

On July 5, 1947—just 11 weeks after Jackie 
Robinson broke baseball’s color barrier—
Doby joined the Indians. 

Although he hit .283 with 253 home runs 
and 969 RBI in a big-league career that lasted 
through 1959, his locker room reception that 
first day was chilly. Some teammates would 
not even shake his hand. 

‘‘Very tough’’, Doby once recalled. ‘‘I’d 
never faced any circumstances like that. 
Teammates were lined up and some would 
greet you and some wouldn’t. You could deal 
with it, but it was hard.’’

Doby ended his major league career in 1959 
with the Detroit Tigers and Chicago White 
Sox. In 1978, he took over as manager of the 
White Sox, becoming only the second black 
to manage a major league team (following 
Frank Robinson). 

Although Doby was voted into the Hall of 
Fame by the veterans committee in 1998, he 
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