June 19, 2003

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | offer a
resolution (H. Res. 284) and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 284

Resolved, That the following Members be
and are hereby elected to the following
standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Committee on
Neugebaurer.

Committee on Resources: Mr. Neugebaurer.

Committee on Science: Mr. Neugebaurer.

Committee on Small Business: Mr.
McCotter.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid upon
the table.

The

Agriculture: Mr.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS LOU GEHRIG AND HIS
LEGACY HAVE MADE IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST ALS

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Commerce be discharged
from further consideration of the reso-
lution (H. Res. 278) recognizing the con-
tributions Lou Gehrig and his legacy
have made in the fight against
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, reserving
the right to object, | do not intend to
object, but | would like to speak from
the well so | can stand here with a pic-
ture of Lou Gehrig of the New York
Yankees.

Today is the 100th birthday of Lou
Gehrig, and | am proud to rise today in
favor of my resolution H. Res. 78 which
celebrates Lou Gehrig’s 100th birthday.

Lou Gehrig was born on June 19, 1903,
100 years ago today. He lived a storied
life which ended tragically at the
hands of a disease that still carries his
name, Lou Gehrig’s Disease, known as
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis or ALS.
It is a devastating condition and a tes-
tament to Lou Gehrig’s courage in the
face of this horrible affliction.

In my own family, my grandmother,
my father’s mother, also died of the
same disease and literally thousands
upon thousands of Americans are suf-
fering with this ALS disease.

Today there are celebrations in New
York in honor of Lou Gehrig, most no-
tably at Yankee Stadium in the Bronx,
where I am from, this afternoon. The
ALS Association is remembering Lou
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Gehrig; today is Lou Gehrig Day at
Yankee Stadium, the Iron Horse, that
was his nickname, and is raising great-
er awareness about the disease. The
ALS Association is committed to
greater awareness about those suf-
fering with ALS and the sacrifices of
their loved ones who require the in-
tense care these patients require.

Approximately 30,000 individuals in
the United States are afflicted with
ALS with about 5,000 new cases appear-
ing each year. ALS destroys the lives
of its victims and their families, leav-
ing patients unable to walk, eat or
even talk.
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The life expectancy of an individual
with ALS is only 3 to 5 years from the
time of diagnosis. | have had many suf-
ferers of ALS come into my office very
courageously to talk about this afflic-
tion.

There is no known cure or cause for
ALS. Research has given birth to new
aggressive treatments for the symp-
toms of ALS that can extend the lives
of patients. Recent advances in ALS re-
search have produced promising leads
into neurodegenerative diseases, and it
is imperative that this important work
continues. Furthermore, the sequenc-
ing of the Human Genome holds great
promise in the search for cures for
many diseases, including ALS.

My resolution honors Lou Gehrig and
the contributions his legacy has made
in the fight against this terrible dis-
ease. It also recognizes the efforts of
the ALS Association in raising aware-
ness, pursuing research, and providing
support for ALS patients and their
families. ALS patients exhibit incred-
ible courage in their fight against this
disease, and this resolution commends
them for that and affirms the support
of Congress for continued research into
better treatments and a cure for ALS.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps there was no
greater act of courage than when Lou
Gehrig gave his farewell speech before
the Yankee faithful at Yankee Stadium
who were not ready to let him go. |
want to read that famous speech into
the RECORD. We all know it, where he
said he considered himself the luckiest
man on the face of the earth. He said:
“Fans, for the past two weeks you have
been reading about the bad break I got.
Yet today, | consider myself the
luckiest man on the face of the earth.
| have been in ballparks for 17 years
and have never received anything but
kindness and encouragement from you
fans.

“Look at these grand men. Which of
you wouldn’t consider it the highlight
of his career just to associate with
them for even one day? Sure I’'m lucky.
Who wouldn’t consider it an honor to
have known Jacob Ruppert? Also, the
builder of baseball’s greatest empire,
Ed Barrow? To have spent six years
with that wonderful little fellow, Mil-
ler Huggins? Then to have spent the
next nine years with that outstanding
leader, that smart student of psy-
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chology, the best manager in baseball
today, Joe McCarthy.

“Sure I’'m lucky. When the New York
Giants, a team you would give your
right arm to beat, and vice versa, sends
you gifts, that’s something. When ev-
erybody down to the groundkeepers
and those boys in white coats remem-
ber you with trophies, that’s some-
thing. When you have a wonderful
mother-in-law who takes sides with
you in squabbles with her own daugh-
ter, that’s something. When you have a
father and a mother who work all their
lives so you can have an education and
build your body, it’s a blessing. When
you have a wife who has been a tower
of strength and shown more courage
than you dreamed existed, that’s the
finest 1 know. So I close in saying that
I may have had a tough break, but I
have an awful lot to live for.”

Now, Mr. Speaker, | will close by say-
ing that we must do all we can to find
a cure for a disease that still ravages
the lives of its victims. | am proud that
our colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives are honoring a true hero
in Lou Gehrig and affirming its com-
mitment to overcoming the scourge of
ALS for Lou Gehrig and every person
who has fought this terrible disease.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. ENGEL. Further reserving the
right to object, Mr. Speaker, | yield to
the gentleman from Nebraska.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, | thank my
friend from the Bronx, and a Yankee
fan, for yielding to me.

“Today, | am the luckiest man on
the face of the earth.” That one
Yankee phrase immortalizes and is
synonymous with courage, and that is
why | am proud to stand with my
friend from the Bronx and rise in sup-
port of his resolution, House Resolu-
tion 278. It is brought to the floor on
June 19, 2003, the 100th birthday of Lou
Gehrig, baseball’s original “lron
Horse,” and perhaps the greatest, or
one of the greatest to ever play the
game. As my friend from New York
knows, | am a bit of a baseball fan my-
self, having named two of my children
Noland and Ryan.

Now, more importantly, this resolu-
tion recognizes the contribution that
Gehrig and his legacy have made in the
fight against ALS, the disease that
claimed Lou Gehrig’s life at age 37, and
the disease that is named after him.

So what is Lou Gehrig’s disease?
Quite simply, ALS is the slow but
steady deterioration of nerve cells in
the brain and in the spinal cord. When
these motor neurons can no longer
send impulses to the muscles, the mus-
cles begin to waste away causing in-
creased muscle weakness. As the dis-
ease reaches its advanced stages, its
victims struggle to even breathe and
swallow. There is no cure for ALS.

Every day, an average of 15 people
are newly diagnosed with ALS. Ap-
proximately one out of 800 male deaths
and 1 out of 1,200 female deaths in the
United States are due to ALS. More
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people die every year of ALS than Hun-
tington’s Disease or multiple sclerosis.

One of the more frightening aspects
of this disease is its unpredictability.
It can arise in a family that has never
had ALS throughout its generations. It
is truly an equal opportunity disease,
with no racial, ethnic, or socio-
economic boundaries. All of us are
threatened by this disease.

This country has devoted substantial
resources to finding a cure for ALS.
Last year alone, the National Insti-
tutes of Health spent nearly $35 million
on ALS research. However, while this
is a significant amount of money, it
pales in comparison to the amount we
spend on other diseases.

Recent advances in genetics and
technology have created new opportu-
nities for the study and treatment of
this terrible disease, but more can be
done. This resolution recognizes that
fact while providing the House of Rep-
resentatives an opportunity to pay
tribute to one of America’s greatest he-
roes and human beings, Lou Gehrig.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | withdraw
my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANKs of Arizona). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Nebraska?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 278

Whereas Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(hereinafter in this resolution referred to as
“ALS”) is a progressive neuromuscular dis-
ease characterized by a degeneration of
nerve cells of the brain and spinal cord lead-
ing to the wasting of muscles, paralysis, and
eventual death;

Whereas approximately 30,000 individuals
in the United States are afflicted with ALS,
with approximately 5,000 new cases each
year;

Whereas the life expectancy of an indi-
vidual with ALS is three to five years from
the time of diagnosis;

Whereas there is no known cause or cure
for ALS;

Whereas aggressive treatment of the symp-
toms of ALS can extend the lives of individ-
uals with the disease;

Whereas recent advances in ALS research
have produced promising leads related to
shared disease processes that appear to oper-
ate in many neurodegenerative diseases;

Whereas, on June 19, 1903, New York
Yankee baseball legend Henry Louis (Lou)
Gehrig was born in New York City;

Whereas, on June 19, 2003, The ALS Asso-
ciation will help America celebrate what
would have been Lou’s 100th birthday, hon-
oring his magnificent baseball career and his
unwavering courage as he faced the deadly
disease that would carry his name; and

Whereas The ALS Association Greater New
York Chapter will celebrate Lou Gehrig’s
100th birthday at Yankee Stadium on June
19, 2003, by honoring the life and legacy of
Lou Gehrig through a pre-game home plate
ceremony, and these activities will help
bring greater awareness to the disease,
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Lou
Gehrig’s 100th birthday and commends the
contributions he and his legacy have made in
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the search for better treatments and a cure
for ALS;

(2) acknowledges the struggle of the thou-
sands of individuals battling ALS everyday
and their courage in facing this debilitating
disease;

(3) supports cutting-edge research to find a
cure for ALS; and

(4) applauds the efforts of all organiza-
tions, including The ALS Association, in
their endeavors to raise awareness about the
disease, support research initiatives, and as-
sist those suffering with ALS and their fami-
lies in the challenges of coping with this ter-
rible affliction.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CONGRATULATING THE SAN ANTO-
NIO SPURS FOR WINNING THE
2003 NBA CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Reform be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the resolution (H. Res. 279) congratu-
lating the San Antonio Spurs for win-
ning the 2003 NBA championship, and
ask for immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, reserv-
ing the right to object, | would be
happy to yield to my colleague, the
gentleman from San Antonio, Texas
(Mr. SMITH), for an explanation of the
resolution.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. GONZALEZ. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague from San Antonio
for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, first of all 1 would like
to read the resolution congratulating
the San Antonio spurs for winning the
2003 NBA Championship.

Whereas, on June 15, 2003, the San
Antonio Spurs won the National Bas-
ketball Association’s Championship
best-of-seven series with an 88-77 vic-
tory over the New Jersey Nets;

Whereas the Spurs’ victory over the
Nets is their second NBA championship

in 5 years;
Whereas this year’s Spurs-Nets
Finals is the first time two former

American Basketball Association
teams have played for the NBA Cham-
pionship;

Whereas 7-foot center David Robin-
son joined the Spurs in 1987, and Tim
Duncan joined the team in 1997;

Whereas last night’s match-up was
the final game of David Robinson’s 14-
year career, and his 13 points, 17 re-
bounds, and two blocked shots will be
remembered as his best performance of
the season;

Whereas Tim Duncan’s triple-double,
21 points, 20 rebounds, and 10 assists,
and his eight blocked shots will be re-
membered as one of the greatest indi-
vidual efforts in finals history;

June 19, 2003

Whereas Tim Duncan won the regular
season Most Valuable Player award for
the second consecutive year, and he
was named the Finals Most Valuable
Player following the Spurs victory;

Whereas spurs head coach Gregg
Popovich was recognized as the NBA
Coach of the Year for the 2002-2003 sea-
son;

Resolved that the House of Rep-
resentatives congratulates the San An-
tonio Spurs and Coach of the Year
Gregg Popovich for an unforgettable
season of basketball excellence and for
winning the 2003 National Basketball
Association Championship.

Mr. Speaker, this year’s NBA cham-
pions, the San Antonio Spurs, showed
America their determination and their
character. They never gave in and they
never gave up, and that is why they are
champions today.

Owner Peter Holt, Coach Gregg
Popovich, and the Spurs’ players pro-
vided the City of San Antonio with an
unforgettable season of basketball ex-
cellence that will be remembered for
years. They deserve the thanks of our
grateful city.

Mr. Speaker, | want to take this op-
portunity to say a few words about
Spurs Center David Robinson. It is fit-
ting that he close his storybook career
as an NBA champion. Few players rep-
resent their teams and their cities with
such class and dignity. We all agree
that David Robinson achieved great-
ness on the basketball court, but what
is less known to the general public is
that David Robinson is a man who
cares deeply about the City of San An-
tonio and the education of our chil-
dren.

Through the David Robinson Founda-
tion, he donated $9 million toward the
construction and operation of the
Carver Academy, a school on the east
side of San Antonio that opened its
doors in 2001. David Robinson serves as
the school’s chairman. This donation is
believed to be the largest ever made by
a professional athlete.

Named for George Washington
Carver, the school serves elementary-
aged students from a culturally diverse
community. The core curriculum fo-
cuses on excellence in reading and lan-
guage arts, social studies, math,
science, technology, fine arts, ath-
letics, and foreign languages including
German, Japanese, and Spanish.

David’s community involvement is
extensive. At Spurs’ home games he re-
serves special seats for underprivileged
families. He has contributed to the
homeless, children’s charities, and hur-
ricane victims. In 1991, he promised 94
fifth graders at San Antonio’s Gates
Elementary School a $2,000 college
scholarship if they finished high
school. Well, in 1998, 50 students grad-
uated at the ceremony that was at-
tended by Robinson himself.

In 1992, Robinson and his wife Valerie
started their foundation, which sup-
ports programs that address the phys-
ical and spiritual needs of the family.
He said their goal is ““To build a foun-
dation for future generations. We want
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