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human rights, his opposition to abor-
tion, his opposition to the death pen-
alty, and for organizing civil rights
movement through nonviolent civil
disobedience.

We join this man and his wife and all
of those who are suffering. We have got
to speak out and not give up until they
are free.

———
MISUSE OF FEDERAL POWER

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
we have so much to be proud of in our
country: our young people serving in
the military, protecting our Nation,
our law enforcement working long
hours to make us safe. We can even cel-
ebrate last night the Houston Astros
winning a no-hitter against the New
York Yankees with six pitchers.

What we cannot be proud of and what
bothers many Americans is we have
had three different congressional com-
mittee members ask the Department of
Homeland Security, the Department of
Justice, and the FBI to release all the
information and audiotapes concerning
the use of our Federal law enforcement
to track Texas legislators. This sounds
like an abuse of authority, and it
smells.

Our law enforcement should not be
used for partisan political purposes.
Release these tapes and let the Amer-
ican people decide who is wasting our
law enforcement’s time, when they
should be protecting our Nation, look-
ing for Texas legislators.

————
FREE MARTA BEATRIZ ROQUE

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, today we speak
of a heroine, an extraordinary woman
and leader who languishes in Castro’s
gulag, Marta Beatriz Roque, sentenced
to 25 years for speaking her mind on
behalf of freedom and democracy.

To those who wish to send billions of
dollars to the dictatorship in Cuba by
sending U.S. tourists to savor tropical
drinks in the tourism apartheid resorts
and take advantage of the regime-en-
couraged child prostitution, | think it
is worthwhile to listen to Marta
Beatriz, one of the last statements be-
fore she was picked up and sent to a
gulag for 25 years.

We exhort all the governments of the
civilized world not to prolong the
agony of the Cuban people, not to fi-
nance the tyranny, not to support the
tyranny; that they condemn the tour-
ism apartheid, that they condemn the
exploitation of laborers, the prostitu-
tion of our youth, the traffic of stolen
property, the plunder of the Cuban na-
tion. Solidarity is required today with
those who advocated freedom in Cuba
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and those who also advocated freedom
in exile.

Marta Beatriz Roque and all of the
Cuban political prisoners, we do not
forget you for one day. We will con-
tinue to fight until you are free and
until all Cubans are free.

———————

GROWING BUDGET DEFICIT

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
voice my anger, my anger over the
Bush administration’s willingness to
plunge our economy further into debt.

The Congressional Budget Office had
projected that this year’s shortfall to
the budget would be $300 billion. But
recently they came back and they now
tell us it is going to be over $400 bil-
lion.

This year’s budget deficit will be the
biggest one since 1992 and it will be the
second consecutive one under this
President after we had 4 years of sur-
plus by President Clinton’s administra-
tion.

Instead of enacting fiscally respon-
sible legislation, this administration
continues to do further tax cuts for the
wealthy. Former President Clinton re-
cently said, When you find yourself in
a hole, a practical person stops digging.
But this Bush administration, it is ask-
ing for a bigger shovel.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to stop
digging. Fiscal responsibility needs to
be the rule and not the exception to
the rule.

————
[ 1015
WESTERN SAHARA

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, | am deeply
concerned that the negotiations over
the Western Sahara for the past decade
have all been for nothing.

Former Moroccan Minister of Inte-
rior Driss Basri recently said, “The
Houston agreement did not come as a
way to find a solution to the issue of
Sahara. It came as a starting point of
an American plan . . . and it will pre-
serve the American interests,” and as
U.N. diplomat Marrack Goulding
wrote, ‘‘for enhanced autonomy for
Western Sahara within the kingdom of
Morocco.””

I find it deplorable and offensive that
various officials of Morocco, the U.N.,
and the U.S. engaged in what amount-
ed to a farce. They spent over $530 mil-
lion and negotiated an agreement to
hold a referendum for the people of
Western Sahara without ever intending
to hold that referendum.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a game. The
people of Western Sahara agreed to a
ceasefire on the basis that all parties
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would uphold the negotiated agreement
of a free, fair, and transparent ref-
erendum for self-determination. The
people of Western Sahara have no de-
sire to suffer under the colonial rule of
the kingdom of Morocco; and so the
United States, the U.N., and Morocco
should stop the game-playing and im-
plement the referendum.
——

TAKE UP THE SENATE-PASSED
CHILD TAX CREDIT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, it has
been nearly 2 weeks since the embar-
rassing revelations that the $350 billion
Republican tax cut left behind 6.5 mil-
lion working families with incomes of
$10,000 to $27,000 a year. Not a penny to
them and their 12 million children.
They were stiffed to make room for
more millionaire tax cuts.

Last week, the Senate rushed to fix
this. The President has endorsed what
the Senate did; and if the Republican
leaders here in the House really cared
about these families and their Kids,
they would take up, pass the Senate
bill today, send it down to the Presi-
dent tonight, get him to sign it; and
they could get refund checks next
month along with other families. But,
no, that is not what they are going to
do.

They are going to turn these families
into second-class citizens. If this bill
passes today, they can file for the
money next year. A lot of working fam-
ilies with parents in combat will be ex-
cluded under this bill. They will be left
out altogether, but it really does one
thing that they really want to do. It
assures this bill will not become law
because they really do not care about
those 6.5 million families and their 12
million Kids. They are low-income peo-
ple. They do not care.

———

CALL FOR RESPONSIBLE
FATHERHOOD

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, as
we approach Father’s Day, | rise to em-
phasize the importance of the father in
a child’s life. A father’s presence at
home contributes to a child’s success
in school. It also encourages a child to
abstain from drugs and remain crime-
free. Until we recognize these facts, we
will struggle to defeat many of soci-
ety’s problems.

We provide funding to alleviate prob-
lems that are caused by absent fathers,
but what we really need are fathers
who are physically, emotionally, and
spiritually present in their child’s life.

| hope that this Father’s Day will not
just be a day for children to honor
their fathers, but also a day for fathers
to honor their children by investing in
their lives.
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Rather than writing legislation, | am
calling on my fellow fathers in Con-
gress to lead by example. Doing so will
leave a powerful and lasting legacy. It
is my prayer that our actions will set a
standard for fathers across America
and awaken the hearts of many to the
necessity and the responsibility of fa-
therhood.

——————

NOTICE OF DISCHARGE PETITION
ON CONCURRENT RECEIPTS

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, today
I will sign a discharge petition that 1
bring to right a wrong that has been
done to disabled American veterans for
more than a century.

In 1891, the United States of America
imposed a tax on disabled veterans. We
did not call it a tax. We called it a pro-
hibition on concurrent receipts, some-
thing average Americans would not un-
derstand. Mr. Speaker, it is time to
call the concurrent receipt prohibition
what it is, the disabled veterans tax. It
was wrong then; it is wrong now. It is
time to end the disabled veterans tax.

Mr. Speaker, for years the majority
and the Members of this House have co-
sponsored House Resolution 303, which
would end the disabled veterans tax;
and for years, House Resolution 303 has
been bottled up in committee just like
campaign reform was bottled up in
committee. The discharge petition
process forced a vote on campaign fi-
nance reform. I am using that same
process to force a vote on ending the
disabled veterans tax.

Mr. Speaker, at last count, 322 Mem-
bers of this Congress have cosponsored
House Resolution 303. Only 218 of these
cosponsors must sign the discharge pe-
tition for it to be successful.

———

ALL-AMERICAN TAX RELIEF ACT
OF 2003

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, last month
this Congress, with the President’s
leadership, undertook to pass a tax re-
lief measure that would get this econ-
omy moving again. Today, we will con-
tinue that good work with the All-
American Tax Relief Act of 2003.

While some come to this floor, as we
even heard this morning, and suggest
that Republicans do not care about
children, about 6.5 million families and
12 million children that they say were
left out of the refundable per child tax
credit, the truth is, Mr. Speaker, as we
all know, it was Republican leadership
that saw to it that that tax cut was al-
ready in place, set to take effect in
2005; but we will accelerate that today.

We will also encourage marriage by
eliminating the marriage penalty. In
the tax credit we will assist veterans
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and the heroes in space, we will do jus-
tice, we will love kids, and we will pro-
vide the compassionate Republican
leadership that is so characteristic of
this institution when we adopt the All-
American Tax Relief Act today.

——————

IT IS TIME TO STOP PENALIZING
DISABLED MILITARY RETIREES

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, it is
time to stop penalizing disabled mili-
tary retirees for having served our
country for 20 or 30 years. It is time to
stop the disabled veterans tax that re-
duces military retirees’ benefits when
the Veterans Administration deter-
mines that they are disabled.

This issue is known by veterans as
the concurrent receipt problem. I know
it as the concurrent deceit problem.

Today, through the strong leadership
of the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
MARSHALL), the 300-plus House Mem-
bers who have year after year cospon-
sored the Bilirakis bill to deal with
concurrent receipt for military retirees
can actually do something about pass-
ing that bill, rather than just taking
credit for cosponsoring it as they speak
at home to their veteran service
groups.

It is time to be honest with Amer-
ica’s veterans. It is time to stop the
hypocrisy of year after year having a
majority of the House cosponsor this
bill and we never have a hearing, never
have a vote on it.

If cosponsors will sign the gentleman
from Georgia’s (Mr. MARSHALL) peti-
tion today, we can have a vote on this
bill before the 4th of July. Let us pass
the Marshall discharge petition.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF HARRY
S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUN-
DATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 2004(b),
and the order of the House of January
8, 2003, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
ber of the House to the Board of Trust-
ees of the Harry S. Truman Scholar-
ship Foundation:

Mr. AKIN, Missouri.

—————

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS TO
FILE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT
ON H.R. 1950, FOREIGN RELA-
TIONS AUTHORIZATION ACT, FIS-
CAL YEARS 2004 AND 2005

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent to file a supplemental
report from the Committee on Inter-
national Relations to accompany the
bill H.R. 1950, the Foreign Relations
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 2004
and 2005.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?
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There was no objection.
———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1115, CLASS ACTION
FAIRNESS ACT OF 2003

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, |
call up House Resolution 269 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 269

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1115) to amend
the procedures that apply to consideration of
interstate class actions to assure fairer out-
comes for class members and defendants, to
outlaw certain practices that provide inad-
equate settlements for class members, to as-
sure that attorneys do not receive a dis-
proportionate amount of settlements at the
expense of class members, to provide for
clearer and simpler information in class ac-
tion settlement notices, to assure prompt
consideration of interstate class actions, to
amend title 28, United States Code, to allow
the application of the principles of Federal
diversity jurisdiction to interstate class ac-
tions, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and
shall not exceed one hour equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on the
Judiciary. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill. The committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute are waived. No
amendment to the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be in order
except those printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each amendment may be offered
only in the order printed in the report, may
be offered only by a Member designated in
the report, shall be considered as read, shall
be debatable for the time specified in the re-
port equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment, and shall not be subject
to a demand for division of the question in
the House or in the Committee of the Whole.
All points of order against such amendments
are waived. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
purposes of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
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