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be able to take care of the sick. The ru-
dimentary elements of a civil society 
start there. And then to engage civil 
society within Iraq to begin to perform 
some of their own functions and to also 
ask the beginnings of Iraq’s natural re-
sources to go for the purposes of help-
ing Iraq rebuild itself. I think the 
American people have the right to 
know how long are we going to con-
tinue to be there? How many more 
lives will we lose? How much will it 
cost? And, as I always listen to our col-
leagues here in the House and in com-
mittee, what is our exit strategy? What 
is our exit strategy? 

Mr. DELAHUNT. We do not seem to 
be hearing that anymore. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. No, we do not hear 
about exit strategies or nation building 
anymore. 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Or lockboxes, ei-
ther, for that matter. As the both of 
you were talking about the men and 
women that really made us all proud, 
and we consider our very best, I think 
it is important to state unequivocally 
that when they return, it is not simply 
about parades, it is about respecting 
them and delivering the promise and 
the commitment to veterans that I 
know each and every member of our 
party is willing to make. No cuts in 
veterans’ benefits. None at all. That is
unacceptable and would be unconscion-
able. 

But let me end my digression and go 
back to the issue of nation building 
and just read a paragraph from the 
May 19 Washington Post. It is entitled 
‘‘Plan to Secure Postwar Iraq Fault-
ed.’’ The author writes the following 
paragraph: 

‘‘In interviews here and in Wash-
ington and in testimony on Capitol 
Hill, military officers, other adminis-
tration officials, and defense experts 
said the Pentagon ignored lessons from 
a decade of peacekeeping operations in 
Haiti, Somalia, the Balkans and Af-
ghanistan.’’

Let us be candid and let the Amer-
ican people hear this: that in Afghani-
stan, we are at great risk of returning 
to that kind of chaos, that kind of vol-
atility, instability that occurred prior 
to our invasion of Afghanistan. It is a 
mess in Afghanistan. The President of 
that country, President Karzai, cannot 
leave Kabul. The rest of that nation 
and many sections of Pakistan bor-
dering Afghanistan are rife with 
Taliban and with other terrorist 
groups. And we have failed miserably 
in reconstruction efforts there. I would 
hope that this administration and this 
House would look to Afghanistan as an 
example of what not to do and go for-
ward with a sensible plan that we can 
all support, because we know our re-
sponsibility. 

Mr. HOEFFEL. Would the gentleman 
agree that using NATO as a peace-
keeping force might be the right thing 
to do in both Afghanistan and Iraq? 

Mr. DELAHUNT. I think what is 
rather ironic, of course, is in Afghani-
stan, our NATO ally Germany is play-

ing a key and vital role. Afghanistan 
militarily was truly a coalition of the 
willing, not a coalition of the coerced, 
the bribed, but a coalition of the will-
ing. But I think it is important that we 
approach the reconstruction of both 
Afghanistan and Iraq on a multilateral 
basis. We cannot ask the American 
people to continue to bear the full bur-
den. We have already made a comment 
in Iraq which practically guarantees a 
new hospital in every Iraqi city, 100 
percent maternity coverage for Iraqi 
women that is going to be funded by 
the taxpayers of the United States. 
And what are we doing here in this 
Congress under this Republican leader-
ship to Medicare? We are cutting it by 
$95 billion. That is not fair to the 
American taxpayer. It is not fair to the 
American people. 

Mr. HOEFFEL. I thank the gen-
tleman for his comments, for his lead-
ership in the House and his eloquence 
on the House Committee on Inter-
national Relations. 

Would my friend from New Jersey 
like to make some final remarks as our 
time is short? 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Very briefly, I ap-
preciate the gentleman’s engaging in 
the dialogue, and I hope we will con-
tinue it in the future. I think we owe 
America’s young men and women who 
went into harm’s way, that before we 
call upon them again for a preemptive 
strike, that we are doing so based upon 
sound information, that we are based 
on intelligence that is honest, truthful 
and transparent, that we ultimately 
have a plan not only to win the war but 
to win the peace, because we are losing 
soldiers every day. It is not as well 
publicized, but we are losing soldiers 
every day. We deserve, before we send 
the finest to answer the Nation’s call, 
and that is where the congressional re-
sponsibility takes place, in asking 
these questions, in getting answers and 
being able to prepare for the future. 

Mr. HOEFFEL. I thank my col-
leagues for joining me.
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
THE MEXICO-UNITED STATES 
INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PORTER), Pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276h 
and the order of the House of January 
8, 2003, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
bers of the House to the Mexico-United 
States Interparliamentary Group, in 
addition to Mr. KOLBE of Arizona, 
Chairman, appointed on March 13, 2003: 

Mr. BALLENGER of North Carolina, 
Vice Chairman, 

Mr. DREIER of California, 
Mr. BARTON of Texas, 
Mr. MANZULLO of Illinois, 
Mr. WELLER of Illinois, 

Ms. HARRIS of Florida, 
Mr. STENHOLM of Texas, 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA of American 

Samoa, 
Mr. PASTOR of Arizona, 
Mr. FILNER of California, and 
Mr. REYES of Texas.

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BAIRD (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of an 
event in the district. 

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Ms. KILPATRICK (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of official 
business. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today and June 
10 on account of a family illness. 

Mr. REYES (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today and the 
balance of the week on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. HOUGHTON (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today and June 10 on ac-
count of family matters. 

Mr. TOOMEY (at the request of Mr. 
DELAY) for today on account of official 
business.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material: 

Ms. PELOSI, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MILLER of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KIND, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. SOLIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Ms. WATSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. GUTKNECHT) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material: 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today and June 16. 

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today 
and June 10, 11, and 12.

(The following Members (at their own 
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ, for 5 minutes, today. 
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Mr. MEEKs of New York, for 5 min-

utes, today.
f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles:

S. 222. An act to approve the settlement of 
the water rights claims of the Zuni Indian 
Tribe in Apache County, Arizona, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 273. An act to provide for the expedi-
tious completion of the acquisition of land 
owned by the State of Wyoming within the 
boundaries of Grand Teton National Park, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on June 6, 2003 he presented 
to the President of the United States, 
for his approval, the following bill.

H.R. 192. To amend the Microenterprise for 
Self-Reliance Act of 2000 and the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to increase assistance for 
the poorest people in developing countries 
under microenterprise assistance programs 
under those Acts, and for other purposes.

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 59 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 10, 2003, at 10:30 a.m., for 
morning hour debates.

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2554. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Exotic Newcastle Disease; Removal of 
Areas From Quarantine [Docket No. 02-117-6] 
received May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

2555. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Ports Designated for Exportation of 
Livestock; Portland, OR [Docket No. 02-127-
1] received May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

2556. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Thymol and Eucalyptus Oil; 
Exemptions from the Requirement of a Tol-
erance [OPP-2003-0002; FRL-7308-1] received 
June 3, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

2557. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Changes in Flood Elevation De-
terminations [Docket No. FEMA-D-7537] re-
ceived May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

2558. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland 

Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Final Flood Elevation Determina-
tions—received May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

2559. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Final Flood Elevation Determina-
tions—received May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

2560. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Suspension of Community Eligi-
bility [Docket No. FEMA-7807] received May 
27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

2561. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Changes in Flood Elevation De-
terminations [Docket No. FEMA-P-7622] re-
ceived May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

2562. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, FEMA, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule—Final Flood Elevation Determina-
tions—received May 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

2563. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final 
rule—Management’s Report on Internal Con-
trol over financial reporting and certifi-
cation of disclosure in exchange act periodic 
reports [Release Nos. 33-8238; 34-47986; IC-
26068; File Nos. S7-40-02; S7-06-03] (RIN: 3235-
AI66 and 3235-AI79) received June 5, 2003, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

2564. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Label-
ing for Oral and Rectal Over-the-Counter 
Drug Products Containing Aspirin and Non-
aspirin Salicylates; Reye’s Syndrome Warn-
ing [Docket No. 93N-0182 and 82N-0166] (RIN: 
0910-AA01) received June 2, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2565. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s report entitled, ‘‘The 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Pro-
gram: Report to Congress’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

2566. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of State Plans for Designated Facilities and 
Pollutants; Large Municipal Waste Combus-
tors; California [CA216-0400; FRL-7510-2] re-
ceived June 5, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2567. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dis-
trict of Columbia; Determining Conformity 
of Federal Actions to State or Federal Im-
plementation Plans [DC042-2031a; FRL-7507-4] 
received June 3, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

2568. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, Bay Area Air 

Quality Management District [CA275-0393c; 
FRL-7495-3] received June 3, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

2569. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District; San Diego 
County Air Pollution Control District 
[CA275-0393a; FRL-7495-1] received June 3, 
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

2570. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule—State of Massachusetts; 
Withdrawal of Direct Final Rule [MA-088-
7216C; A-1-FRL-7509-2] received June 3, 2003, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

2571. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the semi-
annual report of the activities of the Office 
of Inspector General during the six month 
period ending March 31, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Government Reform. 

2572. A letter from the Federal Co-Chair, 
Appalachian Regional Commission, trans-
mitting the semiannual report on the activi-
ties of the Office of Inspector General for the 
period October 1, 2002, through March 31, 
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. 
Act) section 8G(h)(2); to the Committee on 
Government Reform. 

2573. A letter from the Chairman, Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, trans-
mitting the semiannual report on the activi-
ties of the Office of Inspector General for the 
period October 1, 2002 through March 31, 2003, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) 
section 5(b); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. 

2574. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting the 
semiannual report on activities of the In-
spector General for the period October 1, 
2002, through March 31, 2003, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Government Reform. 

2575. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Credit Union Administration, transmitting 
the semiannual report on the activities of 
the Inspector General for October 1, 2002, 
through March 31, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 8G(h)(2); to the 
Committee on Government Reform. 

2576. A letter from the Director, Office of 
National Drug Control Policy, transmitting 
a report on the ‘‘Fiscal Year 2002 Accounting 
of Drug Control Funds’’; to the Committee 
on Government Reform. 

2577. A letter from the Chairman, U.S. 
International Trade Commission, transmit-
ting the semiannual report on the activities 
of the Office of Inspector General for the pe-
riod October 1, 2002 through March 31, 2003, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) 
section 8G(h)(2); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. 

2578. A letter from the Rules Adminis-
trator, Federal Bureau of Prisons, Depart-
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule—Public Works and Commu-
nity Service Projects [BOP-1002-F] (RIN: 
1120-AA03) received May 13, 2003, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

2579. A letter from the Congressional Medal 
of Honor Society of the United States of 
America, transmitting the annual financial 
report of the Society for calendar year 2002, 
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 1101(19) and 1103; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

2580. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department 
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