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of State Colin Powell said recently:
“Infectious disease knows no borders
and requires an effective and coordi-
nated response at local, national, and
international levels.”

Taiwan is a part of the world that
has been impacted by SARS and needs
to play its proper role in preventing
the spread of the disease.

For this reason, Mr. Speaker, it is
clear that Taiwan deserves active par-
ticipation in the World Health Organi-
zation. We must lend Taiwan support
of Taiwan’s democracy at home in its
campaign to join international organi-
zations abroad.

Taiwan is a reliable ally of the
United States. Taiwan stood with us
shoulder to shoulder right after 9-11
and has given us support with our war
in Irag and promised humanitarian aid
to support postwar lraqg.

Mr. Speaker, | had the privilege of
meeting with President Chen and was
impressed with his vision and commit-
ment to the continual democratization
of Taiwan. | want to congratulate him
on his past accomplishments and wish
him continued success.

———————

JOBS AND ECONOMIC GROWTH
PACKAGE HELPS MARRIED COU-
PLES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from lllinois
(Mr. WELLER) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, 1 would
really like today to take a few minutes
to celebrate the enactment into law of
the Jobs and Economic Growth Pack-
age legislation that was passed by a
majority of this House and a majority
of the Senate and signed into law just
2 weeks ago, legislation that will help
every Federal income tax payer. It will
help revitalize our economy. It takes
the approach that if you put extra
money in the pocketbooks of con-
sumers, they will have more money to
spend to meet their families’ needs and
also to give incentives to businesses to
invest. It will create jobs.

One of the benefits of this package is
it not only helps everybody who pays
Federal income taxes, but also 3 mil-
lion low-income families who 2 weeks
ago paid income taxes will no longer be
required to pay income taxes because
we lowered the rate so they no longer
have to pay Federal income taxes bene-
fiting 3 million low-income taxpayers.

I would like to focus on one provision
that was a key and central part of the
Jobs and Economic Growth Package
and is really a provision that not only
put extra money in the pocketbooks of
families, but it also brought fairness
now, fairness this year to the Tax
Code, and that is the provision which
wipes out the marriage tax penalty
this year for 42 million married work-
ing couples. As one of those who has
raised this issue over the last several
years, | congratulate President Bush
for signing this legislation into law. It
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is really an issue of fairness. Is it right,
is it fair that under our Tax Code 42
million married working couples on av-
erage paid $1,700 more in higher taxes
just because they were married?

Think about that. Husband and wife,
they are both in the workforce, they
file their taxes jointly when they are
married; and because of that, our Tax
Code previously pushed them into a
higher tax bracket and required them
on average to pay $1,700 more. If you
think about it, that is a lot of money.

Take Jose and Magdalena Castillo of
Joliet, Illinois. A working family in
Joliet. They work hard. They have two
children, Eduardo and Carolina. They
are construction workers. For this
family, for Jose and Magdalena
Castillo, their marriage tax penalty
was about $1,450. Now here in Wash-
ington, for some that is chump change;
and they would rather spend the
Castillos’ income here in Washington
rather than allow the Castillo family
to keep more of what they earn to
meet their needs.

If you think about it, $1,450, that is a
semester’s worth of tuition at Joliet
Junior College. It is several months of
day care for Eduardo and Carolina
while mom and dad are at work. It is
several months’ worth of car payments.
It is a mortgage payment or two for
the average family in Joliet, Illinois.
So by eliminating the marriage tax
penalty, we really help the Castillo
family.

So | want to thank the President for
signing into law the Jobs and Eco-
nomic Growth Package because as a re-
sult of the President signing the Jobs
and Economic Growth Package into
law, 42 million married working cou-
ples like Jose and Magdalena Castillo
of Joliet, Illinois, they no longer pay
the marriage tax penalty this year.

We help married couples in two ways.
There are two kind of taxpayers. Those
who itemize and those who do not
itemize. If you own a home, if you do-
nate to your church or charity or syna-
gogue, you probably itemize. And the
way we benefit those who are married
and are both in the workforce and who
have suffered the marriage tax penalty
before is we widen the 15 percent tax
bracket so that a two-earner couple, a
married couple, could earn twice as
much as one single person. And by
earning twice as much, they would still
stay in that 15 percent tax bracket. So
we essentially eliminate the marriage
tax penalty for 42 million couples.

For those who do not itemize, we
have doubled the standard deductions.
If you do not itemize, you use the
standard deduction; and we make the
standard deduction twice that for joint
filers, for married couples. Twice the
size of a single filer’s standard deduc-
tion.

The bottom line is, we eliminate the
marriage tax penalty for 42 million
married working couples. Whether they
itemize their taxes or whether they do
not itemize their taxes, we eliminate
their marriage tax penalty. And for a
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married couple like Jose and
Magdalena Castillo, who like 42 million
other married couples across this coun-
try suffer the marriage tax penalty,
they will have extra money that really,
rightfully should be theirs. The
Castillo family should not have to pay
higher taxes just because they chose to
get married. It is not right. It is not
fair. And really it punishes society’s
most basic institution, to punish mar-
riage.

I want to thank the President. | want
to thank the majority of this Congress
for passing the Jobs and Economic
Growth Package. And we should be
celebrating the fact that 42 million
married working couples will see their
marriage penalty tax eliminated this
year.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2

p.m.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 44
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. STEARNS) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

After Moses, Your servant, died,
Lord, You spoke again to Joshua and
You speak to Your people even today.
“l will be with you, as | was with
Moses. | will not leave you, nor forsake
you.”’

Relying on Your Word, we seek Your
companionship today. Lord, be present
to us in the House of Representatives.
Guide the Members in right judgment,
that they may respond in the very best
ways to the deepest needs of Your peo-
ple. Make them bold in goodness and
practical in service.

Because You have laid upon their
shoulders the burden of power, just as
You did to Joshua, sustain them also in
virtue and fashion them as good lead-
ers of the American people. Confirm
within them a sense of direction that
will bring this Nation to an exploration
of the future which will bring You
glory, now and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. TURNER)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. TURNER of Ohio led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

WALT DISNEY POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1610) to redesignate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service
located at 120 East Ritchie Avenue in
Marceline, Missouri, as the “Walt Dis-
ney Post Office Building”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1610

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. WALT DISNEY POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 120
East Ritchie Avenue in Marceline, Missouri,
and known as the Marceline Main Office,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“Walt
Disney Post Office Building™.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Walt Disney Post Office
Building.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TURNER) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. WAXMAN) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TURNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 1610.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1610, introduced by
my distinguished colleague, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES), re-
designates the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at East
Ritchie Avenue in Marceline, Missouri,
as the Walt Disney Post Office Build-
ing. The entire delegation from the
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State of Missouri has cosponsored this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation honors
the great pioneer of animation and en-
tertainment, Walt Disney. From Mick-
ey Mouse to Donald Duck, from Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs to ‘‘Find-
ing Nemo,” and from Disney World to
Disneyland, and, yes, even Euro Dis-
ney, what other name is more synony-
mous with family entertainment than
Disney?

Born in Chicago, Illinois, on Decem-
ber 5, 1901, Walter Elias Disney trans-
formed the initially struggling motion
picture industry into the producer of
the preeminent modern American art
form. The list of Disney’s classic ani-
mated films reads like an all-time fa-
vorites list of kids everywhere: “Cin-
derella,” “Pinocchio,” “Bambi,”’
“Alice in Wonderland,” ‘“‘Beauty and
the Beast,” “Dumbo,” 101
Dalmations,”” “The Jungle Book,”
“Aladdin,”” and ““The Lion King.”

The corporation founded by Walt Dis-
ney also has succeeded in appealing to
a new generation of animated movie
lovers with recent hits such as “Toy

Story,” ‘‘Pocahontas,” ‘“The Hunch-
back of Notre Dame,”” ‘“‘Mulan,” ‘““Mon-
sters Inc.,” “The Emperor’'s New

Groove.” And, finally, one cannot for-
get such timeless live-action films like
‘20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,”” ‘““‘Swiss
Family Robinson,” ““Treasure lIsland,”
““Honey, | Shrunk the Kids,”” and “The
Santa Claus,” to name a few.

Despite the American people’s famili-
arity with him and his countless
works, it may not be widely known
that Walt Disney was a production pio-
neer as well. He invented the
multiplane camera, which was a break-
through in the movie production field.
It created the illusion of depth that
greatly improved the picture quality of
his animated films. The three-dimen-
sional effects offered by the multiplane
camera were first seen in ‘““Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs,” which
premiered December 23, 1937, as the
first full-length cartoon in history.

Mr. Speaker, Walt Disney died in 1966
following a battle with lung cancer;
but clearly his legacy has been firmly
established for years in the minds of
young people throughout the world,
and those slightly more grown up who
remain young at heart. | regret that
debate is limited to only 20 minutes on
our side for consideration of this bill,
because in that period of time one can
only give the briefest overview to all of
the achievements and impact of Walt
Disney’s outstanding life.

I urge all Members to vote in favor of
H.R. 1610. I thank my colleague, the
gentleman from Missouri, for intro-
ducing this important measure that
honors a man whose creative genius
continues to entertain children and
adults throughout the world.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Government Reform, I am pleased
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to join my colleague, the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TURNER), in the consid-
eration of a measure which names a
postal facility after Walt Disney. H.R.
1610, which was introduced by Rep-
resentative SAM GRAVES on April 3,
2003, has met the committee policy and
has been cosponsored by the entire
Missouri congressional delegation.

Walt Disney was born on December 5,
1901. Shortly after his birth, his family
moved to the peaceful town of
Marceline, Missouri, where they lived
in a small house on farmland owned by
an uncle. It was during his boyhood
years in Marceline that little Walt
began to draw pictures. He continued
to pursue his interests in art while at-
tending McKinley High School in Chi-
cago, lllinois. There he studied art,
often selling his drawings to make
extra money, and photography.

At the age of 16, Walt tried to enlist
in the military. Unfortunately, he was
too young, so he joined the Red Cross
and spent time driving an ambulance.
It was not until after the war that Walt
began to use his artistic talent as an
advertising cartoonist.

As a young man, Walt created his
first animated cartoon and moved to
Hollywood to create another first, an
animated live-action film. From there,
things continued to spiral up. Walt cre-
ated three cartoons featuring a char-
acter he dreamed up, Mickey, as in
Mickey Mouse. Walt Disney continued
to make animated films, going on to
create ‘“‘Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs,”” ‘“‘Pinocchio,” ‘“‘Fantasia,”
“Dumbo,” and ‘“‘Bambi.”” Walt Disney
went on to create theme parks and is a
pioneer in animated film production. A
long-time smoker, Walt Disney died of
lung cancer on December 15, 1966.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
leagues for seeking to memorialize
Walt Disney by naming a postal facil-
ity in his hometown of Marceline, Mis-
souri. By all accounts, Walt cherished
the time he spent in the little house on
the farm.

I want to say as a representative of
Southern California, which is a place
that we feel is very much part of Walt
Disney’s life, we have Disneyland, we
have Disney Studios, we are soon going
to have Disney Hall. We feel that it is
only fair that we allow a post office to
be named after him in the town in
which he was raised.

I urge my colleagues to pass this leg-
islation. | think it is another of many
tributes that this country can hope to
pay, but never completely repay, Walt
Disney for the enormous contribution
he has made to America and to the
world.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | only want to add that
I have my daughters with me, Jessica,
11, and Carolyn, who is 8. Jessica, who
is 11, says that her favorite Walt Dis-
ney movie is ‘‘Pocahontas’; Carolyn
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