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million jobs the President hopes for, we 
could create 13 million jobs directly in 
construction, with a huge spillover in 
economic activity across the country. 

There is a very viable alternative: do 
not borrow money to give to a few peo-
ple. Never have we borrowed so much 
to give to so few. 

f 

GOVERNMENT WASTE 
(Mr. CHOCOLA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, I came 
to Congress from a business back-
ground, and I ran for Congress in large 
part because I believe that we need 
more of a small business perspective 
here in Washington, especially when it 
comes to eliminating wasteful spend-
ing. 

Every day, the families and busi-
nesses in my district have to make 
tough decisions. They have to meet a 
payroll, they have to live within a 
budget, and small businesses and fami-
lies must eliminate wasteful spending. 
I do not think the Federal Government 
should be any different. 

This year the Heritage Foundation 
identified $386 billion of wasteful Fed-
eral Government spending. Mr. Speak-
er, that was $386 billion. If Congress 
would only eliminate waste, mis-
management, and inefficiency in the 
Federal Government, we could save the 
taxpayers billions and billions of dol-
lars. 

But it is not enough to just com-
plain. We have to do something about 
it. This week the majority leader, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY), 
and the Committee on the Budget 
chairman, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. NUSSLE), announced a significant 
effort to root out and eliminate gov-
ernment waste during the 108th Con-
gress. I applaud their effort, and I 
pledge that I will join them and my 
colleagues to reduce waste, fraud, and 
abuse in government in my time in 
Congress. I urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to join in this effort. 

f 

ON RAISING THE DEBT LIMIT 
(Mr. STENHOLM asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, at the 
very time negotiators are putting the 
final touches on a tax cut that will add 
several hundred billion dollars to our 
national debt, the leadership in Con-
gress is planning on slipping through 
the largest increase in the debt limits 
in the history of our country, without 
any debate up or down. 

We are about to engage in brinks-
manship with the full faith and credit 
of the United States Government by 
adjourning before Congress completes 
action on the debt limit, in order to 
force the other body to approve the 
largest debt limit in history. We are 
going to cut and run. 

Mr. Speaker, I am willing to support 
a temporary increase in the debt limit. 
In a few moments I will offer a unani-
mous consent request to approve legis-
lation providing for an increase in the 
debt limit through the end of the cur-
rent fiscal year, with the requirement 
that the President submit a plan to 
bring our budget back into balance. 
This will allow us the time to consider 
a long-term larger increase with the 
deliberation the serious matter de-
serves. 

If my friends on the other sides of the 
aisle honestly believe that tax cuts 
with borrowed money is good economic 
policy, they should stand up and vote 
to increase the national debt to pay for 
their tax cuts, relying on parliamen-
tary maneuvers to avoid an up-or-down 
vote on the issue. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of this, I ask 
unanimous consent that the House end 
this charade of borrowing money to 
pay for tax cuts and immediately take 
up H.R. 2156, which provides a tem-
porary increase in the public debt, but 
makes no room for additional debt-fi-
nanced tax cuts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATOURETTE). Under the Speaker’s 
consistent guidelines, the gentleman is 
not recognized for that purpose, and 
his time has expired.

f 

KEEPING MONEY IN THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, it is real-
ly very simple: there is waste in the 
private sector, just like there is waste 
in the public sector; but the waste in 
the business world pales in comparison 
to the waste in government. Thus, 
every dollar we can keep in the private 
sector creates more jobs and lowers 
more prices. We get more bang for the 
buck, so to speak, from every dollar 
kept in private hands. 

Who benefits the most from having 
more jobs and lower prices? The poor 
and lower-income and working people 
of this country. This has been proven 
time and again all over the world. 
Small government means a good econ-
omy. Too much government means a 
starvation economy where the middle 
class gets wiped out. 

Mr. Speaker, that is what this tax 
cut is all about. If people really want 
to help the lower-income and working 
people of this country, they will sup-
port the President’s tax cut initiative. 

f 

ECONOMIC CLASS WARFARE 

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, the 
Republican tax plan is nothing more 
than voodoo economics. Only in Wash-
ington would Republicans tell average 

American families that raising their 
national debt is a way to solve this 
economy’s malaise. Raising their debt. 

This is not a $350 billion tax package; 
it is a $1 trillion tax package, because 
no one believes that it will be ulti-
mately eliminated once it is enacted. 
And that $1 trillion tax package is a 
job killer, not a job creator. Ask the 2 
million-plus jobs we have already lost 
under the original Bush tax plan. 

And, yes, it has a child tax credit; 
but then, before you know it, it is 
taken away and eliminated. But guess 
what is not eliminated? The acceler-
ated reductions in the top income tax. 
They are forever. Child tax credit: here 
today, gone tomorrow. Top tax relief: 
there forever. That is class warfare. 

f 

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES 
TAKING AMERICAN JOBS 

(Mr. HOEKSTRA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, one of 
the fastest growing companies in 
America today is Federal Prison Indus-
tries. In the last 2 weeks they have un-
veiled a brand-new scheme to take jobs 
from the private sector and move them 
into Federal Prison Industries. 

Their new scheme is, under competi-
tive bidding, companies come in and 
present their bids; and at the opening, 
companies get excited because they 
have won the bid. But Federal Prison 
Industries comes in and says no, no, no, 
you do not understand the new bidding 
process. Give us your bid. We will take 
a look at it, and then there will be a 
second round of bidding. But the only 
company that gets to bid in the second 
round is Federal Prison Industries. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to stop this 
charade. It is time to provide best 
value to government contractors. Let 
the bidding process work. Let Amer-
ican workers compete against Federal 
prisons, so they can keep their jobs. 

f 

TAX CUT PLAN A FRAUD AND 
FAILURE 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks. 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
salute the common sense of the Amer-
ican people who, after weeks of stump-
ing by the President, have concluded 
that this alleged tax cut plan is a fraud 
and a failure. 

According to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, Americans two to one have con-
cluded that this plan will have no real 
effect on U.S. economic performance, 
and the American people are right. Six 
out of ten Americans have concluded 
that this plan shortchanges job cre-
ation in favor of tax cuts weighted to 
the rich; six out of ten Americans have 
concluded that this tax cut plan bene-
fits the wealthy more than average 
people; and six out of ten Americans 
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have concluded that this tax cut plan 
will increase the Federal budget def-
icit. And they are right, because we 
will now have to increase our debt 
limit $894 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, the American people 
have got it right, because they have 
common sense. In the midst of this sit-
uation, we ought to create jobs, not 
debt. In the midst of this situation, we 
ought to be favoring working people, 
not just the wealthy. 

The American people have got it 
right; and I will tell you, they are not 
buying this used car from this Presi-
dent. 

f 

CIVIL SERVICE REFORMS: REIN-
STATING A WORKERS’ BILL OF 
RIGHTS 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
frustration over the Committee on 
Rules’ failure to allow the Cooper Civil 
Service Bill of Rights to be offered 
today as an amendment to the defense 
authorization bill. 

On the day that Congress left for the 
Easter recess, the Department of De-
fense presented Congress with the larg-
est civil service reform package in 
nearly half a century. Impacting near-
ly 620,000 Department of Defense civil-
ian employees, the proposed bill strips 
workers of fundamental protections, 
including the right to collective bar-
gaining and the right to belong to a 
union without fear of discrimination. 
In fact, it does not even guarantee 
overtime pay for firefighters. 

Although I agree that the Depart-
ment of Defense civil service reforms 
are necessary, the manner in which 
these reforms have been moving 
through this body is disgraceful. 

Congress is doing a disservice to our 
hard-working men and women at the 
Department of Defense by failing to 
bring this issue up for a debate. The 
Cooper amendment would have re-
stored, among many things, critical 
worker protections, including veterans’ 
preferences, freedom from political pa-
tronage, collective bargaining rights, 
membership in labor organizations, and 
protection from discrimination. 

Mr. Speaker, the leadership in this 
body has failed our Department of De-
fense employees.

f 

BURDENS BEING PLACED ON BACK 
OF VETERANS 

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, as 
we approach the Memorial Day week-
end, I think it is important for the vet-
erans across this country to under-
stand what this body is doing. We are 
placing additional burdens on the 

backs of our veterans for the health 
care they receive through the VA sys-
tem in order to give a larger, more gen-
erous tax cut to the richest people in 
this country, many of whom have 
never served this country in the mili-
tary. 

Why do I say that? We passed a budg-
et in this House supported by the 
President that asked for a $250 annual 
enrollment fee so that many of our vet-
erans will be able to participate in the 
VA health care system. If they do not 
pay the enrollment fee, they cannot 
participate. 

The President has asked for an in-
crease in the co-payment for prescrip-
tion drugs from $7 to $15 a prescription. 
They have placed a gag order on their 
health care providers, saying they can 
no longer actively inform veterans of 
the benefits they are legally entitled to 
receive. 

So here is what we have: a decision 
by the President and the Congress to 
put an additional financial burden on 
the backs of our veterans so that we 
can give a more generous tax cut to the 
richest people in this country. It is 
wrong. 

f 

PROPOSED TAX PLAN KILLING 
JOBS 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, Members of the House, 2 
years ago President Bush brought a $1 
trillion tax cut to the American public 
in the name of creating jobs and stimu-
lating the economy. Since the time 
that he has done that, the economy has 
lost 2.7 million jobs; 2.7 million Ameri-
cans out of work, the deficit has soared 
dramatically, and the economy is mov-
ing sideways, at best. 

Now what does the President sug-
gest? Today he suggests we cut taxes 
again, another $1 trillion, and that $1 
trillion is supposed to create jobs. Very 
shortly President Bush will reign over 
the loss of 3 million jobs since he has 
come to office. 

The President keeps putting forth 
this plan as a means of creating jobs. 
What it has done is it has killed 3 mil-
lion jobs. The President’s economic 
plan has yet to create its first job, its 
first job; but it has killed 3 million jobs 
in the American economy. The Amer-
ican public ought to understand, it is a 
$1 trillion giveaway to the richest peo-
ple in the country and a job killer for 
working Americans. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 2, JOBS AND GROWTH REC-
ONCILIATION TAX ACT OF 2003

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2) to pro-
vide for reconciliation pursuant to sec-
tion 201 of the concurrent resolution on 
the budget for fiscal year 2004, with a 

Senate amendment thereto, disagree to 
the Senate amendment, and agree to 
the conference asked by the Senate. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MR. 
STENHOLM 

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I offer 
a motion to instruct conferees. 

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. STENHOLM moves that the managers on 
the part of the House at the conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2 be 
instructed—

(1) to include in the conference report the 
fiscal relief provided to States by section 371 
of the Senate amendment, and 

(2) to the maximum extent possible within 
the scope of conference agree to a conference 
report that will neither increase the Federal 
budget deficit nor increase the amount of the 
debt subject to the public debt limit.

b 1030 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATOURETTE). The gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. STENHOLM) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS) 
each will be recognized for 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. STENHOLM). 

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in his State of the 
Union address, the President told us 
this country has many problems, and 
that we will not deny, we will not ig-
nore, we will not pass along our prob-
lems to other Congresses, other presi-
dents, and to other generations. 

As a proud grandfather who wants to 
leave a better future for my grand-
children, I applauded that statement; 
and I applaud it today. Unfortunately, 
our current budget, our current eco-
nomic game plan, our current budget 
policies, would do precisely what we all 
applauded we should not do. Every dol-
lar of the tax cuts passed by the Senate 
will be added to our $6.4 trillion debt. 

At the same time, we are debating 
another round of tax cuts, the leader-
ship of this House is trying to slip 
through an increase in our debt limit 
of nearly $1 trillion, the largest in-
crease in the history of our country. 
Our total debt in this country in 1979 
was less than the amount that we will 
borrow in a period of less than 2 years. 
That is what we are objecting to in this 
motion to instruct conferees. 

I do not oppose tax cuts. In fact, I 
have stood with my fellow Blue Dogs 
and an overwhelming majority of this 
side of the aisle, and a few from that 
side of the aisle, and voted this year to 
do the tax cuts on the marriage tax 
penalty, to do the child tax credit 
speed-up. But our budget, our bill, did 
not borrow the money to do it. 
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