May 20, 2003

NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES WEEK

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, 1 move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 180)
supporting the goals and ideals of ‘““Na-
tional Correctional Officers and Em-
ployees Week’ and honoring the serv-
ice of correctional officers and employ-
ees.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 180

Whereas the operation of correctional fa-
cilities represents a crucial component of
the criminal justice system of the United
States;

Whereas correctional personnel play a
vital role in protecting the rights of the pub-
lic to be safeguarded from criminal activity;

Whereas correctional personnel are respon-
sible for the care, custody, and dignity of the
human beings charged to their care;

Whereas correctional personnel work under
demanding circumstances and face danger in
their daily work lives; and

Whereas S. Res. 24 of the 108th Congress, as
agreed to on March 12, 2003, designates the
week beginning May 4, 2003, as ‘‘National
Correctional Officers and Employees Week’’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘“Na-
tional Correctional Officers and Employees
Week’’; and

(2) honors all correctional officers and em-
ployees for their service to their commu-
nities, States, and the Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 180.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield myself such time as | may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am proud to support
House Resolution 180, honoring correc-
tions officers and employees for the
good work they do each and every day.
This resolution passed the Committee
on the Judiciary unanimously, and it is
an appropriate expression of congres-
sional support for this critical aspect
of our criminal justice system.

These men and women work each day
to protect society from the real threat
of criminal activity. They risk their
lives ensuring that we are safe. They
maintain peace and order in a dan-
gerous place, while at the same time
ensuring the needs of one of the most
difficult groups in society are ad-
dressed. It is not often that we get the
opportunity to thank them for the
good work they do.
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Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in fully supporting this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of H.
Res. 180, introduced by the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. STRICKLAND), along
with our colleagues, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. SWEENEY), the
gentleman from  Wisconsin (Mr.
GREEN), and the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. HOLDEN).

H. Res. 180 is a bipartisan resolution
designed to honor correctional officers
and employees by acknowledging and
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Correctional Officers and Em-
ployees Week. The resolution directly
honors correctional workers at all lev-
els, local, State and Federal, including
psychologists, chaplains, teachers, and
kitchen staff.

Correctional officers and employees
play a vital role in protecting and pro-
moting public safety. They work in our
county jails, in our State prisons and
Federal penitentiaries. They have a
tough job to do in a tough environ-
ment. And with the emphasis that Con-
gress and State legislators have placed
on eliminating incentive programs for
inmates, such as parole, good conduct
credits and funding for college courses,
that job has been made only tougher.

Recently, by reducing inmate jobs in
the Federal prison industries program,
even more pressure will be put on cor-
rectional officers to maintain a safe
and productive environment for pris-
ons.

So it is fitting, Mr. Speaker, that we
pause at this time to recognize and
commend our correctional workers and
employees for the very important job
they do. To them we say thank you.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. COBLE).

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, | thank my
friend for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, as we perhaps know, at
the beginning of May we kicked off Na-
tional Correctional Officers and Em-
ployees Week. It is in this week we rec-
ognize correctional officers and em-
ployees across the Nation and applaud
their dedication and service to our
country. They are often asked to work
long hours serving the public, and in
the past few years we have asked them
to work even more difficult schedules.

Statistics from the Bureau of Justice
indicate that we are housing more and
more men and women in prisons and
jails than ever before. As an aside, Mr.
Speaker, prison overcrowding is an-
other issue that warrants our con-
sistent attention.

As we focus on taking the most dan-
gerous elements of our society off the
streets, it is the correctional officer
and the employee upon whom we rely
to maintain order and assure safety.
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Correctional officers’ and employees’
daily duties to safeguard the public and
the incarcerated are oftentimes dan-
gerous. | gladly support H. Res. 180,
which encourages the goals of the Na-
tional Correctional Officers and Em-
ployees Week. This resolution recog-
nizes the exemplary work done by cor-
rectional officers and the employees
across the Nation.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. STRICK-
LAND), the sponsor of the legislation.

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, as a
cochair of the Congressional Correc-
tional Officers Caucus, | rise today to
honor correctional officers and employ-
ees of correctional facilities across our
country.

Earlier this month, correctional offi-
cers came here to Washington to cele-
brate National Correctional Officers
and Employees Week. Awards were pre-
sented to officers whose exceptional
service merited special recognition,
and wreaths were laid in memory of
fallen comrades who had made the ulti-
mate sacrifice while on duty.

Correctional facilities are a critical
component of our public safety and
criminal justice systems. We rely on
correctional facilities to do just that,
correct the errant behavior of certain
members of our society. But prisons
and jails are more than just buildings.
They are made up of correctional offi-
cers and other personnel who are high-
ly trained to work in a challenging and
often dangerous environment.

I worked for many years as a psy-
chologist at a maximum security pris-
on in Ohio, and the respect | gained for
my coworkers during that time is enor-
mous. First and foremost, correctional
officers are public servants. The offi-
cers with whom | have had the honor of
being acquainted give back to their
communities in countless ways.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the
House of Representatives is joining to-
gether to honor these men and women
who work for our government at the
Federal, State, and local levels.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN).

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, | thank the gentleman for yielding
me time. | would like to associate my-
self with the remarks just made by my
colleague from the other side.

Mr. Speaker, correctional facilities
obviously play a fundamental role in
our justice system. As the gentleman
said, they are much more than build-
ings. Without correctional officers,
those buildings would be of little value.

The people that we are talking about
are dedicated and hard-working profes-
sionals. They ensure the safety and the
secure operation of our justice system
every single day. It goes without say-
ing that they have a difficult and very
often dangerous job. They work in the
most challenging of environments.
They work with people who are already
proven to have little regard for others,
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for their property, for their safety, for
their security. So it is a challenging
venue.

We do not think very much about
what takes place in correctional facili-
ties, and perhaps that is the greatest
testimony that we can possibly make
on behalf of our correctional officers.
We do not think often about those fa-
cilities, because we do not have to.
They do such a great job, they are so
dedicated to the smooth operation of
the system, they take on for us what is
a difficult and challenging function.

Mr. Speaker, it is important that we
honor them. They are true public serv-
ants. They deserve our support. They
deserve all the honor and respect that
we give them. So with that, I am
pleased to join in supporting this reso-
lution.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from Ohio and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin for sponsoring
this resolution, and | urge Members to
support it.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, | yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
SENSENBRENNER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 180.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

———

RUNAWAY, HOMELESS, AND MISS-
ING CHILDREN PROTECTION ACT

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1925) to reauthorize programs
under the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act and the Missing Children’s
Assistance Act, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1925

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Runaway,
Homeless, and Missing Children Protection
Act”.

TITLE I—AMENDMENTS TO RUNAWAY AND
HOMELESS YOUTH ACT
SEC. 101. AMENDMENT TO FINDINGS.

Section 302 of the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5701) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 302. FINDINGS.

“The Congress finds that—

‘(1) youth who have become homeless or
who leave and remain away from home with-
out parental permission, are at risk of devel-
oping, and have a disproportionate share of,
serious health, behavioral, and emotional
problems because they lack sufficient re-
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sources to obtain care and may live on the
street for extended periods thereby endan-
gering themselves and creating a substantial
law enforcement problem for communities in
which they congregate;

““(2) many such young people, because of
their age and situation, are urgently in need
of temporary shelter and services, including
services that are linguistically appropriate
and acknowledge the environment of youth
seeking these services;

““(3) in view of the interstate nature of the
problem, it is the responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government to develop an accurate na-
tional reporting system to report the prob-
lem, and to assist in the development of an
effective system of care (including preven-
tive and aftercare services, emergency shel-
ter services, extended residential shelter,
and street outreach services) outside the
welfare system and the law enforcement sys-
tem;

‘“(4) to make a successful transition to
adulthood, runaway youth, homeless youth,
and other street youth need opportunities to
complete high school or earn a general
equivalency degree, learn job skills, and ob-
tain employment; and

*“(5) improved coordination and collabora-
tion between the Federal programs that
serve runaway and homeless youth are nec-
essary for the development of a long-term
strategy for responding to the needs of this
population.”.

SEC. 102. GRANT PROGRAM CONFORMING
AMENDMENT.

The heading for part A of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5711 et seq.) is
amended by striking ‘““RUNAWAY AND HOME-
LESS YOUTH”’ and inserting ‘‘BASIC CENTER”.
SEC. 103. GRANTS FOR SERVICES PROVIDED.

Section 311(a)(2)(C) of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5711(a)(2)(C))
is amended—

(1) in clause (ii) by striking “‘and”’;

(2) in clause (iii) by striking the period and
inserting *‘; and”’; and

(3) after clause (iii) by inserting the fol-
lowing:

““(iv) at the request of runaway and home-
less youth, testing for sexually transmitted
diseases.”.

SEC. 104. REPEAL OF OBSOLETE PROVISION RE-
LATING TO CERTAIN ALLOTMENTS.

Section 311(b) the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5711(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘““Subject
to paragraph (3), the’” and inserting ““The’’;

(2) by striking paragraph (3); and

(3) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (3).

SEC. 105. ELIGIBILITY PROVISION.

Section 312(a) of the Runaway and Home-
less Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5712(a)) is amended
by striking “‘juveniles’ each place it appears
and inserting “‘youth”.

SEC. 106. RECOGNITION OF STATE LAW RELAT-
ING TO CAPACITY LIMITATION ON
ELIGIBLE RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS
YOUTH CENTERS.

Section 312(b)(2)(A) of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5712(b)(2)(A))
is amended by inserting after ‘“‘youth” the
following: *‘, except where the applicant
assures that the State where the center or
locally controlled facility is located has a
State or local law or regulation that requires
a higher maximum to comply with licensure
requirements for child and youth serving fa-
cilities”.

SEC. 107. MATERNITY GROUP HOMES.

(a) ELiGIBILITY.—Section 322(a)(1) of the
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C.
5714-2(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) by inserting after ‘“‘group homes,” the
following: “including maternity group
homes,”’; and
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(2) by inserting after ‘“‘use of credit,” the

following: “‘parenting skills (as appro-
priate),”.

(b) DEFINITION.—Section 322 of the Run-
away and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C.
5714-2) is amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

““(c) DEFINITION.—In this part, the term
‘maternity group home’ means a commu-
nity-based, adult-supervised transitional liv-
ing arrangement that provides pregnant or
parenting youth and their children with a
supportive and supervised living arrange-
ment in which such pregnant or parenting
youth are required to learn parenting skills,
including child development, family budg-
eting, health and nutrition, and other skills
to promote their long-term economic inde-
pendence in order to ensure the well-being of
their children.”.

SEC. 108. LIMITED EXTENSION OF 540-DAY SHEL-
TER ELIGIBILITY PERIOD.

Section 322(a)(2) of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714-2(a)(2)) is
amended by inserting after ‘‘days’ the fol-
lowing: *‘, except that a youth in a program
under this part who is under the age of 18
years on the last day of the 540-day period
may, if otherwise qualified for the program,
remain in the program until the earlier of
the youth’s 18th birthday or the 180th day
after the end of the 540-day period”.

SEC. 109. PART A PLAN COORDINATION ASSUR-
ANCES.

Section 312(b)(4)(B) of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5712(b)(4)(B))
is amended by striking ‘“‘personnel’’ and all
that follows through the semicolon and in-
serting ‘“McKinney-Vento school district li-

aisons, designated under section
722(9)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11432

(9)(1)(J)(ii)), to assure that runaway and

homeless youth are provided information

about the educational services available to

such youth under subtitle B of title VII of

that Act;”".

SEC. 110. PART B PLAN COORDINATION AGREE-
MENT.

Section 322(a) of the Runaway and Home-
less Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714-2(a)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ““and” after the semicolon
at the end of paragraph (13);

(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (14) and inserting *‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(15) to coordinate services with McKin-
ney-Vento school district liaisons, des-
ignated under section 722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11432(g)(1)(J)(ii)), to assure that
runaway and homeless youth are provided
information about the educational services
available to such youth under subtitle B of
title VII of that Act.”.

SEC. 111. PART B PLAN DEVELOPMENT.

Section 322(a)(7) of the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714-2(a)(7)) is
amended to read as follows:

““(7) to develop an adequate plan to ensure
proper referral of homeless youth to social
service, law enforcement, educational (in-
cluding post-secondary education), voca-
tional, training (including services and pro-
grams for youth available under the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998), welfare (in-
cluding programs under the Personal Re-
sponsibility and Work Opportunity Rec-
onciliation Act of 1996), legal service, and
health care programs and to help integrate
and coordinate such services for youths;”.
SEC. 112. COORDINATION OF PROGRAMS.

Section 341 of the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 5714-21) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘and”
after the semicolon at the end;
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