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But still DELAY presses on. Next he
claimed that redistricting is necessary
to increase the number of minority dis-
tricts Iin Texas. That, too, is flat
wrong. In fact, his plan to redraw con-
gressional districts would dilute minor-
ity voting strength statewide. It would
splinter Hispanic communities all
along the southwest Texas border re-
gion. It would suppress the voices of
millions of Hispanics living along the
Texas border and give their representa-
tion to areas in central Texas. That is
why the proposed redistricting plan
blatantly violates the Voting Rights
Act and the U.S. Constitution.

In south Texas, border cities such as
McAllen, Texas, in my 15th Congres-
sional District are cut up into as many
as three different congressional dis-
tricts and grouped with residents of
downtown Austin, Texas. It gerry-
manders the 15th Congressional Dis-
trict so that it looks like a serpent
that wiggles around the State of Texas
for a distance of more than 400 miles
with its head in Austin and its tail end
in the border towns of Hidalgo County.
Just look at the map. It was featured
on CNN today. It starts here on the
border in Hidalgo County, and it wig-
gles all the way around like this, all
the way to Austin, Texas, for about 450
miles. That is the worst gerry-
mandering that has ever happened in
the State of Texas, and that happens to
be my congressional district. All this
in order to increase the number of Re-
publican Representatives in the Con-
gress.

Obviously the Democratic State rep-
resentatives had no voice in the devel-
opment of this redistricting plan, nor
did citizens throughout Texas have an
opportunity to speak out on this new
congressional district map. That is
why these 53 Texas representatives
have broken quorum, the only option
available to them, to stop this partisan
power grab by Tom DELAY. That is why
every major newspaper in the State of
Texas has editorialized against the new
redistricting map. The Waco Tribune
Herald said it best: ““The map is a trav-
esty that shatters the community of
interest that is the foundation of con-
gressional redistricting. It’s a Machia-
vellian scheme that should be soundly
defeated.”

And the McAllen Monitor, the news-
paper in my district, said it very suc-
cinctly: “This crooked plan uses crook-
ed lines to achieve twisted goals.”

Clearly the citizens of Texas support
the existing congressional district lines
not just for the 2002 election, but for
2004 and every election after that
through 2010 when the constitutionally
mandated redistricting process will
take place again.

The current district lines are fair to
both parties and comply with the Vot-
ing Rights Act. If Tom DELAY wants to
increase Republican representation, he
should seek to do so at the ballot box,
not by hammering the legislature into
changing the rules of the game in a
way that would be extremely disrup-
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tive to our communities, our legisla-
ture and our State.

Again, Mr. Speaker, | stand here in
solidarity with these 53 courageous
Texas State representatives, especially
those from south Texas: Kino Flores,
Jim Solis, Rene Oliveira, Aaron Pena,
Miguel Wise, Ryan Guillen and Juan
Escobar. To all 53: We support you. We
salute you.

—————
TEXAS REDISTRICTING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. STENHOLM) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, | want
to add my voice of explanation to what
is happening in Texas and Oklahoma
this week. It seems to be high drama.
We Texans pride ourselves on a good
old-fashioned, blood-racing, heart-
pumping showdown at the OK Corral.
It is no wonder the Nation’s media has
joined the audience for the show. But if
anybody thinks this week’s actions are
nothing more than a real-life alter-
native to the afternoon TV soaps, they
need to look a little closer and under-
stand just what principles are moti-
vating both sides in this showdown.

From the Republican side, it is the
principle that says to the winner go
the spoils. I am willing to go with this
idea to a point, as my colleague the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON)
mentioned a moment ago. We Demo-
crats certainly enjoyed our spoils for
decades when Texas was already a one-
party State. It just happened the one
party was Democrats rather than Re-
publicans. Acting within the rules and
dedicated to the best outcome for its
citizens, the majority party would be
foolish not to maximize its power to
accomplish its goals.

The key phrase of what | just said
was ‘‘acting within the rules and dedi-
cated to the best outcome for its citi-
zens.” That is where | believe the Re-
publicans’ principle has become un-
principled.

For the past 2 days, reporters have
been asking me if | think it is the right
thing for Texas legislators to go on the
lam in Oklahoma rather than doing
their jobs in Austin. Of course | think
that would have been preferable, and so
do they. But when legislators do not
have a prayer of doing their jobs not
because they do not want to, but be-
cause the rules have been abused and
rigged against them, | do not see what
alternative those legislators have but
to bring as much sunlight as possible
into the rigged process.

Do not forget the context in which
this is taking place in Texas, a $10 bil-
lion plus shortfall. | know the State
House must be hearing from school-
teachers, health care providers, social
workers, and dozens of other worried
citizen groups, because I am hearing
from them. A normal taxpayer would
think with problems like we have in
Texas, you would not have needed to
pick another fight. But rather than
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grapple with those major problems af-
fecting millions of Texans, our State
legislators got harassed and harangued
so long by Washington that they fi-
nally gave in.

0O 1815

Mr. DELAY finally convinced them to
buy the kind of partisan poison, single-
minded, rule-rigged brand of leadership
that he has perfected here in Wash-
ington in this House of Representa-
tives.

| understand the frustration of the 53
in Oklahoma, and | understand how it
feels to be prevented from having their
voices heard; to have their ideas kept
out of the arena, for they would not
prevail as we Blue Dogs have time and
time again. | understand hearings hast-
ily called at inconvenient times, wit-
ness lists unnecessarily shortened. |
understand the frustration. Mr. DELAY
knew how to advise the Texas legisla-
ture because he is practicing effec-
tively the same tactics right here in
this body.

I will admit that so far in Wash-
ington my wife has not yet been trailed
by Federal officers or my daughter fol-
lowed to the hospital as she gives birth
to my grandchild. | find this extreme
use or abuse of power particularly dis-
tressing. Mr. DELAY is quoted as say-
ing, “‘lI have never turned tail and run.”
But neither have the Democrats in
Ardmore, Mr. Speaker. When their
hands have been tied, their mouths
have been gagged and their eyes blind-
folded, they had to be creative in find-
ing a new way to fight under the rules.
They are standing and fighting for
what they believe in a far more coura-
geous way than are required by rigging
the rules of the game. They are playing
by the rules.

History has shown that ‘“might
makes right” is a philosophy which
might work in the short term, but ulti-
mately is brought to its knees for one
simple reason. In a democracy the peo-
ple eventually will rise up and have
their way. That is the bottom line
here. It is not whether Charlie Sten-
holm is a Congressman from west
Texas. It is not really which party is
going to win this high-stakes battle. It
is about how the people are being rep-
resented, and | am hearing from the
people all over Texas saying this is not
right to do it as they are doing it. | re-
alize Tom DELAY does not care a whit
about how the people in rural west
Texas are represented, but | do. | have
become very passionate about not los-
ing the rural focus of west Texas dis-
tricts and under his plan, west Texas
will lose one representative.

Mr. DELAY is quick to express his be-
lief that | am irrelevant. The rural con-
stituents of the 17th district feel a lit-
tle differently. In fact, all of my Texas
colleagues whom we have heard from
today, as we look at the plans, rural
Texas is being shorted by this plan.

Mr. Speaker, | thank the 53 in Ard-
more for the courage they have shown
for standing up for what they believe.
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Pete Laney, David Farabee, | appre-
ciate what they have done. Texas will
be a better State because of the actions
that they have taken on behalf of the
people of Texas; and hopefully all of
the legislature, both sides of the aisle,
will come to their senses and will stop
letting Washington determine how the
Texas legislature should be run. Texans
can take care of Texas.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 53
DEMOCRATS OF THE TEXAS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHocoLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. RODRIGUEZ) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to stand here today in the U.S.
House and say congratulations to our
heroes, our 53 heroes in Texas of the
Texas House of Representatives. They
are fighting for some basic principles,
the heroes of democracy. Texas Demo-
crats have used the last tool provided
to them. For so many of them from the
Texas House to agree to walk out dem-
onstrates the depth of their commit-
ment, the strength of their purpose,
and the nobility of their cause.

This is not just about a map. It is
about a democratic process, participa-
tion in the rights of the minority to
have a voice in the process. Repub-
licans in Texas need to learn that hav-
ing power and using it wisely are not
the same thing. Rather than waste
time on divisive redistricting schemes
pushed on by the Washington Repub-
lican leaders, Texas Republicans should
have focused on the truly pressing
business before the Texas legislature
and before Texas, such as issues of bal-
ancing the budget, such as the issues of
encouraging economic growth, such as
the issues of enhancing educational op-
portunities both for public education
and higher education, as well as pro-
viding health care access to our chil-
dren and families.

As Texans, we recognize that we have
the largest number of uninsured in
Texas, and we recognize that we need
more resources. We ought to be trying
to solve those issues rather than doing
what is being done now.

So | want to take this time to con-
gratulate them in putting their per-
sonal interests aside. These 53 Demo-
crats, members of the Texas House of
Representatives have said enough is
enough. ““Basta.” United, these brave
Texans have hailed and created and
made move and have inspired all of
Texas to do the right thing.

I want to take this time to recognize
the newspapers and the editorials that
have been in their favor. When we look
at the Houston Chronicle editorials,
the San Antonio editorials. And if |
can, | will read the San Antonio Ex-
press-News editorial which summed it
up when they said *“ . . . the House has
pushed through a variety of measures
that have more to do with the enthu-
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siasms of ideologues than with the
good of the State. A totally inadequate
State budget is the most egregious
sin.”

““Coming in a close second is the bla-
tantly partisan congressional redis-
tricting scheme . . . concocted up by
White House political guru Karl Rove
and U.S. Representative Tom DELAY

. .7 the Express-News indicated.

Taking these cues from the majority
leader’s office here in Washington,
Texas Republicans want to deny Texas
voters the choice they have to make.
They want to impose a congressional
quota. Texas voters said no, and now
Texas Democrats say no.

If we look at my particular district,
I am given close to 20 or 30 additional
counties. At the present time | rep-
resent San Antonio and south; and if
we look at the map, my district is com-
pletely wiped out and given to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA), who
will go now all the way to Austin. My
district from San Antonio was
stretched 600 miles to the borders with
New Mexico and takes 40-something
thousand people from EIl Paso. If we
look all the way from San Antonio all
the way down to El Paso, over 600
miles. So when we look at those types
of interests and we look at what has
been done by the maps, we know that
they are maps basically for purposes of
grabbing power.

The law says that the States have an
obligation to draw their lines during
the process of the census. If the State
chooses to do this now, it will set a
very negative precedent. It will basi-
cally say that anytime someone else
takes power and decides to gerry-
mander or knock off someone because
they choose to get angry with them,
they can redraw the lines at any time
during the decade and come back and
be able to change their lines so that
someone else will not win.

I also want to take this opportunity
to thank the members, especially those
that 1 am really proud of, especially
Representative Carlos Uresti, Rep-
resentative Puente, Representative
Guillen, and Representative Villarreal,
and Representative Kino Flores.

————

HONORING THE 53 DEMOCRATS OF
THE TEXAS HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, we have heard over the past
1% to 2 hours a number of Members
come to the floor of the House and cite
a prestigious and prominent group of
Americans known to us as the Texas
Dems 53, Texas Dems 51, just plain
brave Texans, sheroes and heroes and
simply Americans.

The issue may be confusing because |
might imagine that it becomes isolated
as a finite, narrow political debate. But
today in discussing this issue, | encour-
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age individuals who are inquiring
about this process to read the Madison
papers to understand the process of de-
bate that was the very underpinning of
the Constitutional Convention that
helped design this Nation and this de-
mocracy. If they would do that, they
would understand that, in fact, those
who are standing about the process
that does not work in Texas are actu-
ally brave and important components
to the history of this State and the his-
tory of this Nation.

It is extremely important to recog-
nize that these individuals, 53 Demo-
crats, have tried over and over again to
be collegiate and collaborative in
working on behalf of the interests of
the people of Texas in the shadow of a
war that was fought to promote the
ideals of this Nation. Is it not shameful
that these Democrats coming from all
over the State of Texas, rural, urban
and otherwise, is it not important to
note that all they wanted to do is to
represent their constituents?

On the question of the budget in
Texas, they wanted to add amendments
to protect those children who are being
cut, 270,000 of them being cut, if the
Members will, from the children’s
health insurance program. They want-
ed to stop the abusive restructuring of
Medicaid so that less and less people
could utilize the services. They wanted
to make sure that we continued the ac-
cess of the graduates of 2003 to the in-
stitutions of higher learning by fund-
ing those institutions of higher learn-
ing at higher percentages. Mr. Speaker,
they wanted to do their job.

But yet, what was fostered upon
them was an ugly redistricting map
that could not be called anything but a
grab of power, a denigration of the
Voter Rights Act of 1965, a disrespect
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and an
absolute coup d’etat as it relates to
power in America. As so stated by the
leader of this particular body, majority
leader, we are in power in Austin, we
are in power in Washington, there will
be no compromise.

So those of us who are attempting to
work on behalf of this State wondered
why this kind of meat, if the Members
will, cutter was used to draw the dis-
trict, and frankly here is why. This is
a district, the kind of district that we
could almost imagine that the courts
will find ridiculous. Here is the fifth
ward of Texas where Barbara Jordan
was born. We can see how it dips down
into a totally unrelated district,
catches it so it can go all the way here
and become a district. Why? No one
knows. But this is the ninth district;
and it used to have NASA, hardworking
people like the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. LAMPSON) and of course his prede-
cessors that have worked so hard to en-
sure the funding for NASA that Lyndon
Baines Johnson originated on behalf of
America.

All of a sudden now, this has moved
out of the traditional communities of
interest and moved into a district to-
tally unrelated and happens to belong
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