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or $70,000 a year, giving 10 to $15,000 to 
people making $1 million a year. 

At the same time the President 
wants to restrict one of the best bipar-
tisan both job creation and poverty 
programs that this country has had re-
warding work, and that is the earned 
income tax credit. The earned income 
tax credit was passed by a Democratic 
Congress with a Republican President 
in 1975, expanded in the eighties by a 
Republican President and a Democratic 
Congress, and now President Bush 
wants to restrict the earned income 
tax credit. People making 20, 25, $30,000 
a year under the earned income tax 
credit will get about $1,000 a year more 
back in their taxes than they would get 
otherwise. It is a way to reward work. 
These are people that have full-time 
jobs, often without health care, often 
single parents, people that are strug-
gling that need that kind of help. So 
the President wants to give huge tax 
cuts to people making $1 million a year 
and take away much of the tax benefits 
under the earned income tax credit 
that people making 20, 25, $30,000 a year 
make. 

Get this, though. The IRS now has 
decided to change in the last 5 years, 
under Republican leadership in this 
House and Senate, to change the fre-
quency by which they audit tax re-
turns. If you are making $30,000 a year 
and you have filed for the earned in-
come tax credit, one out of 64 of you 
will be audited by the IRS. But if you 
make $100,000, only one out of 120 of 
you will be audited by the IRS. If you 
are even higher income than that, then 
only one out of 400 of you will be au-
dited by the IRS. So the IRS is going 
after people making 20, 30, 40, $50,000 a 
year while allowing people by and large 
to skate if they are making a half mil-
lion or a million dollars a year. Then 
on top of that the President wants to 
give a tax cut to the wealthiest people 
in this country. 

The largest newspaper in my district, 
the Akron Beacon Journal, had this to 
say about the earned income tax credit 
this morning: ‘‘The President wants 
Americans to spend their money to 
boost the economy. He wants to create 
jobs. The earned income tax credit de-
livers on both fronts.’’ That is the im-
portance of the earned income tax 
credit, of keeping it in place, of keep-
ing the eligibility standards where 
they are, of encouraging more people 
to file for the earned income tax credit. 
That will help stimulate the economy. 
That goes with the general Democratic 
plan on economic stimulus, not simply 
giving tax breaks to the richest people 
in the country hoping that some of the 
money trickles down for job creation. 
That clearly has not worked. Instead, 
the Democratic plan through extending 
unemployment, through middle-class 
tax breaks, through helping small busi-
nesses, through economic stimulus of 
building highways and bridges and all 
that, that is what will put people back 
to work.

THE MOUNTING FEDERAL DEBT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. SMITH) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to talk for a couple of mo-
ments on the financial situation of the 
Federal Government. This chart shows 
what is happening to gross Federal 
debt. The debt held by the public, the 
debt held by government accounts, 
mostly Social Security, what we are 
borrowing from Social Security, added 
together, equal the total amount of 
debt. The only way debt can be in-
creased in the United States Govern-
ment is if the House and the Senate 
pass legislation increasing the debt 
limit and then the President signs it. 
That is what we are doing again this 
year and that is partially because of 
the increase in Federal spending. 

As you can see on this chart, by 2013 
we are approaching a debt of $10 tril-
lion; $10 trillion debt compared to a 
budget for next year that is going to 
amount to about $2.2 trillion. Let me 
tell you one of the big problems of why 
we are going so deep in debt. That is 
because of the overzealousness of this 
legislative body and the White House 
to spend more and more money. 

This next chart shows the increase in 
spending. As you can see, the discre-
tionary spending increases have aver-
aged 6.3 percent each year since 1996. 
Since 1997, we have increased spending 
by 7.7 percent. Even in what is called a 
very frugal budget this year, with in-
creased spending about 4.2 to 4.4 per-
cent, still again it is about twice the 
rate of inflation. So if we are going to 
keep increasing spending, then what we 
are doing in effect is leaving a larger 
and larger debt to our kids and our 
grandkids. 

I am a farmer from Michigan. Our 
goal has been on the farm to try to pay 
down some of that mortgage in order 
for our kids to have a better chance at 
success and the good life than maybe 
their parents had. Here in this body, in 
Congress, we keep increasing the debt 
on our kids. It is sort of a hidden tax. 

If you will a future tax increase. 
Increasing taxes outright is going to 

increase the chance that you are not 
going to be reelected.

b 1300 
But increasing spending by increased 

borrowing means that they are cutting 
a ribbon on some jogging trail or some 
library or other pork project. It prob-
ably increases the chance that they are 
going to be reelected. So the propen-
sity to spend more and more money is 
one of the failures of this legislative 
system. Simply leaving this mortgage 
to our kids is in effect saying that our 
problems today are more important 
than the problems that our kids and 
our grandkids are going to face when 
they are responsible for paying their 
taxes into this Federal Government. 

Let me say that I was disappointed 
last week in another demonstration of 

the unwillingness of this Chamber to 
stay within the budget. Last week we 
had an HIV/AIDS bill coming before 
the body that we passed out of the 
House and sent to the Senate. That bill 
increased by 50 percent the HIV/AIDS 
money that was in the budget to be 
spent internationally to help cure 
AIDS. So it was an increase of 50 per-
cent over and above what the President 
suggested, 50 percent over and above 
what we passed in the budget resolu-
tion. So the discipline of this body to 
reduce spending and live within our 
budget leaves much to be desired. 

How do we get this kind of discipline? 
We are talking this week about tax 
cuts, and certainly we cannot pay for 
tax cuts with increased borrowing. 
However, we have a system in this 
country where those who work hard, 
save and invest and try to start a busi-
ness and make money producing some-
thing that other people want to buy 
has ended up with the kind of incen-
tives that has made this country the 
strongest economically in the world. 
And it is not Government that decides 
whether we are going to have a good 
economy. It is the people that decide 
that it is going to be to their advan-
tage and the advantage of their family 
if they decide to work hard and try to 
produce talent or some products that 
other people want to buy. 

So the goal and the key, the bottom 
line, Mr. Speaker, is that somehow, 
someplace, sometime this body and the 
White House have got to come up with 
the discipline to hold down spending if 
we want to keep a strong economy and 
those incentives that cause people to 
expand business and therefore expand 
jobs.

f 

THE EFFECTS OF TAX CUTS ON 
GUAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ISSA). Pursuant to the order of the 
House of January 7, 2003, the gentle-
woman from Guam (Mr. BORDALLO) is 
recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to enlighten my colleagues on 
how the tax cuts legislation will affect 
my district, the Territory of Guam. Be-
cause Guam follows the mirror tax 
code, tax changes enacted by Congress 
are mirrored by the Guam tax code, 
and the tax cuts being contemplated by 
Congress this week would have a sub-
stantial effect on our island’s tax reve-
nues. 

On Guam we face great challenges 
due to a recession that continues and a 
slowdown in visitors to our island. 
Allow me, Mr. Speaker, to present the 
Members with the picture of the cur-
rent fiscal troubles encountered by the 
government of Guam. The governor 
and the legislature are poised to enact 
a bill that will authorize the borrowing 
of in excess of $200 million from the 
bond market to deal with our deficit. 
We learned just today that Standard 
and Poor’s recently downgraded its 
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general credit rating for the govern-
ment of Guam from BB to B, consid-
ering Guam’s $416 million of current 
outstanding debts. This places Guam’s 
creditworthiness into a moderate to 
high-risk category. Thus, in addition 
to lacking revenues to meet the basic 
needs of our community, future genera-
tions will have to shoulder the burden 
of excessive bond deficits and high in-
terest repayment rates. 

The House Committee on Govern-
ment Reform, Democratic staff, re-
cently prepared a special report which 
estimates the effect of the proposed tax 
cuts on Guam’s Treasury. The com-
mittee estimates that the proposed tax 
cuts would cost $38 million for fiscal 
year 2003. While these funds theoreti-
cally provide Guam taxpayers with tax 
relief, the report demonstrates that the 
average tax cut for the bottom 56 per-
cent of Guam taxpayers would be $199. 
The average tax cut for the top 2 per-
cent of taxpayers on Guam would be 
$13,935. In fact, the top 2 percent in the 
household income category would re-
ceive a disproportionate 21 percent of 
the total tax cut. While there may in-
deed be positive benefits to these tax 
cuts, Mr. Speaker, the loss of $38 mil-
lion in general fund revenues, almost 10 
percent of the fiscal year 2004 budget 
projection, is a serious issue that 
should concern us. 

While the bill that the House will 
consider on Friday has scaled back 
some of the tax cuts on dividends and 
capital gains, I strongly urge the Com-
mittee on the Budget and the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means to consider 
the effects of their proposals on the 
Territories that implement the mirror 
tax code such as Guam. 

We on Guam would like to see offsets 
for tax cuts that Congress imposes. 
This may not be possible, but there are 
other ways that the Federal Govern-
ment can help us to mitigate the ef-
fects of tax cuts. For example, we 
would like to see an increase in Com-
pact-impact reimbursement to Guam 
to cover the actual costs of Compact 
immigration. We would like to have 
the Medicaid costs fully reimbursed, 
not capped by statute. Finally, we 
would like to see Supplemental Secu-
rity Income extended to the Territory 
of Guam. 

Any or all of these measures would 
help us to mitigate the effects of 
whichever tax cut Congress decides on. 
So my message today, Mr. Speaker, is 
that the Territories present unique sit-
uations that should be examined when-
ever Federal policy is considered and 
most importantly Federal tax policy.

f 

ASTHMA PREPAREDNESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, today is 
World Asthma Day, and tomorrow is 
Asthma Awareness Day on Capitol Hill. 

I am co-chair along with the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. TOWNS). Tomorrow 
I will be introducing legislation with 
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
KENNEDY) called ASTHMA 2003. We in-
tend to offer this legislation, and we 
think my colleagues should take a look 
at it and I hope they will cosponsor it. 

But today I want all of us to think 
about this disease which is increasing 
astonishingly rapidly and it is affect-
ing 20 million Americans, over 5 mil-
lion of which are children who are in 
school. Asthma is the most common 
cause of missed schooldays. That is 14 
million annually. It costs us tremen-
dously in lost time learning, lost pro-
ductivity and earnings and medical ex-
penses, including of course costly 
emergency room visits. 

While scientists work to understand 
asthma’s prevalence and pharma-
ceutical makers discover new treat-
ments, caring doctors, nurses and res-
piratory therapists dutifully diagnose 
and educate patients and parents and 
children with asthma soldier along, one 
different aspect I would like to talk 
about is the importance of remem-
bering asthma medication in the role 
of self-preparation for emergencies. 
The events of this past year have 
heightened our collective conscious-
ness to planning ahead and being ready 
for the unexpected and symptom-re-
lieving, lifesaving asthma and allergy 
medication should be a part of every 
diagnosed individual or their family’s 
‘‘go-kit.’’

Did anyone see the movie ‘‘Signs’’ 
last summer when the family hid out 
in the basement but the father in his 
haste forgot to grab his asthmatic 
son’s inhaler, the bronchodilator? By 
the time of escape, the son had to be 
revived out of his throat-closing reac-
tion with an injection of epinephrine. 
That is a scary, sobering image. So re-
member critical medications to treat 
asthma and severe allergy reactions in 
the plans. Good resources to follow are 
the Federal Government’s website, 
www.ready.gov, or ones operated by 
the American Red Cross or numerous 
other organizations. 

Take us here in the Capitol. It is pos-
sible that rather than evacuation, we 
may be sheltered in place if there is a 
biological, chemical, or radiological 
event in the local area. If my col-
leagues or their families or anybody in 
the Capitol have allergies or asthma, 
do they have an extra inhaler in their 
desk drawer? I ask the Members to 
please remember this: To encourage 
their staff and our House employees to 
plan for such a contingency. 

I would like to end with a heartening 
asthma story which I think comes to 
the point. In Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
our Army medical personnel provided a 
very touching story of treating injured, 
sick and pregnant civilians, perhaps 
more than a season of ‘‘M*A*S*H’’ epi-
sodes, but I found one especially inspir-
ing. The Washington Post reported this 
on April 2, reported that Rashed Mo-
hammad, his wife, Sikara, and their 

son approached U.S. soldiers with their 
3-year-old daughter, Rajwa. She was 
breathing laboredly in rapid gasps. The 
family could not afford the medical 
fees at the Iraqi hospital, and the par-
ents feared their daughter would die. 

A team led by Captain Eric Schobitz, 
30, an Army doctor from Fairfax, ad-
ministered oxygen and intravenous 
drip and antibiotics. ‘‘She has pneu-
monia and is also suffering from an 
asthma attack,’’ he said. Equally im-
portant to arresting her acute episode, 
the Captain Schobitz showed her moth-
er how to administer the inhaler and 
instructed the family to return if she 
showed no improvement in 2 days. And 
at this point, God willing, we are as-
suming she had a good outcome. 

This underscores what I always pro-
mote and what my bill tomorrow ad-
dresses: Asthma management involves 
a committed team of the provider, the 
parents, and the child. I pray for this 
little girl’s good health. I salute Cap-
tain Schobitz and urge us to remember 
asthma and allergy medication in our 
emergency preparedness efforts and 
wish all asthmatic children well on the 
eve of Asthma Awareness Day, which is 
going to be here in the Capitol. 

Mr. Speaker, and colleagues, please 
join us tomorrow in the Cannon Caucus 
Room from 1 o’clock to 2 p.m. for a 
press conference, followed by a free 
asthma screening for all House Mem-
bers, staff and all employees.

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m. today.

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God of Heaven and Earth, as 
Members of the House of Representa-
tives gather to reflect upon the most 
significant needs of this Nation and 
make decisions that will shape its fu-
ture, be very present to each of them 
with the piercing light of pure wisdom. 

Scatter the clouds of self-interest 
and personal dismay that Your greater 
purpose may be realized in them. 

Holy and Immortal One, all the ele-
ments of nature obey Your commands. 

Calm the severe storms that have 
threatened Your people. 

Grant compassionate help, protec-
tion, renewed faith and love to all who 
have lost family, home or treasured be-
longings due to destructive violence. 
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