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Korea has been the largest recipient of
American foreign aid of any country in
Asia; and now they tell us, guess what,
we fed their people, and they use their
own money to develop a nuclear bomb.
Surprise, surprise.

If 1 have any complaint of our Presi-
dent during this crisis in our lead-up to
Irag was that he did not immediately
talk about the moral basis for his deci-
sion-making. He was playing lots of
games, and | am sure the State Depart-
ment made him play those political
power games at the United Nations and
with NATO, but it took him a long
time to do that, and he jumped through
a lot of hoops trying to prove he was
sincere; but | think that was a waste of
our time, and, instead, it took him a
while to get there, but when he gave a
speech at the American Enterprise In-
stitute, he laid the moral case out, and
from that moment on we were out to
liberate the people of lIraq, to work
with them, to stand by them in build-
ing a more peaceful and a democratic
society and to free them from this
monster, Saddam Hussein, who not
only had a blood grudge against the
people of the United States but was the
oppressor and the murderer of their
people. So thus the moral case that the
President made at AEI, | think it was
a historic speech. | would recommend
it to all of my colleagues, and | would
suggest that was when our effort in
Iraq took off. That was when the mo-
mentum was created that was
unstoppable.

And sometimes | am asked why did
the Iraqgis not just jump up and start
supporting us as we predicted? What
had happened was 10 years before under
President Bush, Sr., we had let the
Iragis down and they were not certain
when our forces came in that we would
stay there and actually help them lib-
erate themselves from their tyrannical
regime. But | think there is every evi-
dence now that that country is going in
the right direction and that country
will be a light for democracy, and we
will use this victory to spread demo-
cratic government and peace through-
out this troubled region, a region that
was handed to us by George Bush’s
predecessor in flames. The Shiite dem-
onstrations that we see are much
smaller than the people can see on TV.
The Shiite people of lrag are Arab-
speaking people. The Shiites of Iran
are Persian. They are not the same
group of people. And also the people of
Iraq just freed themselves, the Shiites,
of a monstrous dictatorship. They are
not going to replace it with another
dictatorship of clerics or anybody else.

Qur job in Iraq, as the President has
stated, is to help those people build de-
mocracy, and we will not let anyone
pressure their way into that govern-
ment. | know the President has the re-
spect of the people of the world now;
and when he makes that statement,
they listen to him unlike they would
any other President.
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So | have every confidence that we
will not permit anti-democratic forces
to pressure their way into power, and
that we will work with the good people
of Iraq in building the infrastructure of
a system that will permit them to
democratically elect their leaders.
And, when they do, we will leave, if
that is what they want us to do. We
will be happy to leave. The President
has made that clear. The people of the
United States have made that clear.
Because in building democracy in lraq
and helping the other people of that re-
gion to have democratic government, it
helps in our own security.

We are, with our commitment to
freedom and democracy, building a bet-
ter and more peaceful world. This is a
world consistent with the dream of our
Founding Fathers. This is a world that,
again, is based on decision making,
morally, in principle, based on decision
making. That is the way to make a
better world, not pragmatism that is
making sort of power compromises and
deals with people and regimes and
gangsters.

It is when we stand up for our prin-
ciples and we try to build democratic
societies, that is when things get bet-
ter. That is what works in this world.

So | am very grateful tonight to have
had this opportunity to go into these
details. We have challenges ahead of
us, because there will always be people
in the State Department and elsewhere
who are thinking they are being prag-
matic, but really are not living up to
our principles. There always will be
people who undercut our efforts and
just do not believe that America can be
a force for freedom overseas. That hap-
pened to President Reagan too, when
he tried to fight the Soviets.

But we can, with courage, with a
commitment from our people, we can
build a world that is more prosperous,
we can build a world at peace, and we
can build a world that is more free.
And our greatest allies are the people
of Iraq, the people of Afghanistan and
the people everywhere in those Third
World countries and other developing
countries that long for democratic
process and for a better life for them
and their children.

———
HELPING THE PEOPLE OF HAITI

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURNS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms. LEE)
is recognized for 60 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, tonight is an-
other opportunity to once again high-
light the on-going humanitarian crisis
in Haiti and the urgent need for action.

Many of us together have worked to
send a message to this administration
that it is time to revisit the United
States policy toward Haiti. We have be-
come increasingly aware of the human-
itarian crisis which is brewing in Haiti.
Much of this crisis can be directly
pinned to the fact that the United
States’ eight financial institutions
which we are part of are blocking so-
cial sector resources from reaching
that small island nation. In fact, the
United States representative to the
Interamerican Development Bank di-
rected the bank’s president to block
disbursal of four social sector loans to
Haiti. These loans had already been ap-
proved by the bank’s board of directors
and were ratified by the Haitian par-
liament over 3 years ago.

Now, considering Haiti’s current cri-
sis, this action is inexcusable. While
our government levies our political
weight with the international financial
institutions and the Organization of
American States, Haitians continue to
suffer. Further, this delayed delivery of
international humanitarian aid to
Haiti is fostering instability and anar-
chy in their struggling democracy.

Haiti’s miserable poverty is indis-
putable. We can no longer bury our
heads in the sand on this issue. With-
out strong leadership, the crisis will
continue to spiral out of control. Al-
ready, the national rate of persons in-
fected with HIVV and AIDS in Haiti has
risen to 300,000, or 4 percent of the en-
tire population, leaving 163,000 children
orphaned. Haiti makes up 90 percent of
all HIV-AIDS cases in the Caribbean.
And Haiti’s health problems go well be-
yond HIV and AIDS. The infant mor-
tality rate has increased to 74 deaths
out of every 1,000 babies born, and now
five mothers will die out of the same
1,000 babies born.

We must remember that many dis-
eases know no boundaries, so it is in
our strategic interest to help Haiti
heal itself. The doctor-to-patient ratio
has fallen to 1 to 11,000, leaving very
little chance that sick persons in the
rural areas will ever get even the basic
health care. 125 Haitians die daily of
illnesses. While most of the western
world has eradicated diseases like
polio, health officials report that many
Haitians do not have the resources to
pay for life-saving vaccinations for
their children.

This is just morally unacceptable.
Together, we must urge the President
to do the right thing in Haiti. Jared
Johnson, the IDB branch director for
Haiti, said you cannot run a country
through non-governmental organiza-
tions. What does this mean? It means
we cannot continue to funnel money
into USAID and then blame the gov-
ernment of Haiti for lack of resources
and poor social services.

Our government and the inter-
national financial institutions should
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not continue to raise the political bar
in order for Haiti to receive basic hu-
manitarian assistance. It is unaccept-
able to simply stand by and watch a
season of misery inflict pain, suffering
and death on human beings right here
in our own neighborhood.

We must address this injustice. We
must release the IDB funds to Haiti
and direct the international financial
institutions to reengage and reengage
now. It is our moral imperative, and it
is our commitment.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. MEEK) a member of
the Committee on Armed Services, a
Member of the Haitian Task Force, and
one who has led our efforts in terms of
immigration issues and other issues
that he so passionately cares for.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the chairperson of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Task Force on
Haiti for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, | must say that | con-
cur with the gentlewoman’s comments.
I know that many of us in this Con-
gress feel very strongly about U.S. in-
volvement as it relates to the way of
life in Haiti. What | can tell you is
what this Bush administration has
done is it has created an atmosphere of
conflict.

What | mean by that is the fact that
we are saying we want Haitians to stay
in Haiti, but we are not creating an en-
vironment for Haitians to be in Haiti
with a democracy that is functional be-
cause it has the resources to be able to
work towards providing the kind of
services that Haitians need.

I will say this: Haiti is the poorest
country in the Western Hemisphere,
and it is very disturbing to see this de-
mocracy in our hemisphere, the poor-
est country, and we are standing in
front of dollars that were committed
years ago to Haiti.

I would also say something else that
is very disturbing, and that is why |
cannot understand the policy. If we
want Haitians to stay in Haiti, if we
want to be able to have a strong gov-
ernment in Haiti, if we want to be able
to provide drinking water and humani-
tarian efforts in Haiti, then we should
not be standing in front of these dol-
lars.

On the other hand, we should not
have unfair immigration policies when
Haitians are trying to seek political
asylum due to the fact that Haiti is
struggling right now, and we have con-
flict there, political conflict in Haiti.

General Ashcroft, the U.S. Attorney
General, put forth a decision just this
past week saying that when Haitians
are migrating to the United States,
that they would be indefinitely de-
tained. This goes against decisions that
have been made in the past. Immigra-
tion, the INS in Miami, has said we
should detain Haitians, even though an
immigration judge said they should be
paroled while they are waiting for their
political asylum case to be heard. But
we decide to detain and incarcerate
Haitians, thinking that that will stop a
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mass migration to Florida or to the
United States under the auspices of
homeland security.

I just want to share tonight with my
colleagues that being on the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, being on
the Committee on Armed Services, |
have not yet heard or seen an FBI re-
port or a CIA report to show any level
of or any indication of terrorism in
Haiti, or any member of its govern-
ment that condones terrorism in Haiti,
or the Haitian people in general.

I can say that it is quite confusing,
since we have a situation in South
Florida that could very well, if we are
going to live by that policy and use
that policy to detain Haitians unfairly,
this may very well set forth a policy as
it relates to those that are trying to
seek political asylum from the island
of Cuba. If the Cuban Readjustment
Act was brought onto this floor today |
would vote for it, because it is the
right thing to do. A dictatorship is in
Cuba, and | think it is important that
we should allow people who want to
migrate towards liberation to be able
to have that chance.

But Castro sided with Saddam Hus-
sein. Cuba is also a communist coun-
try, and every day we have individuals
that are migrating to South Florida.

We should be very careful as a coun-
try when we start using homeland se-
curity against individuals who cannot
harm this government. | think it is
very important for not only the Attor-
ney General’s office to hear this, but
the Bush administration to hear this,
that we cannot do nothing on both
ends. We must do something on one of
the ends, and provide aid now for Haiti,
humanitarian efforts for Haiti.

I voted on a voice vote for the supple-
mental for Iraq. | feel that it is our ob-
ligation to go in and do the things we
are doing in Iraq right now. But | think
it is our obligation to do some of the
same things in Haiti. And the Haitian
people have had to hold off.

Mr. Speaker, | would just say to the
gentlewoman from California (Chair-
man LEE), | just want to say rep-
resenting the largest concentration of
Haitians in the United States, | think
it is so very, very important for this
government to realize not only its hu-
manitarian effort, but its effort to-
wards fairness and equality. | think it
is important that this administration
stop standing in front of the dollars
that have already been committed.
These are not new dollars, the dollars
that have already been committed to
Haiti.

General Ashcroft’s decision did more
than stop those dollars that should
have been going to Haiti years ago. He
has also put questions in the minds of
the humanitarian community that has
been doing work there. They may feel
Haiti is a terrorist state, which is not
true. It is important that we fight
against those forces.

So, | want to thank the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LEE) for yielding
me time tonight, but | just want to say
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that our efforts have to continue. |
want to commend the gentlewoman’s
efforts for being a stalwart in standing
up on behalf of not only what America
stands for, but being able to help those
countries and individuals, those coun-
tries that are democracies, those coun-
tries in need, and Haiti is in need.

So the message tonight is to release
the dollars to Haiti or the resources to
Haiti that have already been com-
mitted, and, two, fairness in immigra-
tion policies.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming
my time, | would like to thank the
gentleman from Florida for his leader-
ship and for participating tonight in
highlighting the very discriminatory
policies and the very inconsistent poli-
cies in terms of our immigration poli-
cies as they relate to Haiti, and also
for his leadership on each and every
issue that he is providing to this Con-
gress during his first 2 years. | thank
the gentleman for participating with
us.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to yield to
my good friend the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. BALLANCE). The
gentleman serves as a member of the
Committee on Small Business and a
member of the Committee on Agri-
culture and has been involved in many,
many issues since he has been in Con-
gress. He is a new Member who has hit
the ground running.

0O 2015

Mr. BALLANCE. Mr. Speaker, HIV
and AIDS infections represent a crip-
pling medical crisis worldwide, and it
is for that reason | want to sort of
focus my remarks on that particular
subject in the context of the subject we
are discussing this evening. This prob-
lem is so pervasive around the world,
but as we focus the microscope on the
tiny Nation of Haiti, it is indeed an
epidemic. | regret very much that
America has not done its share to ad-
dress this issue. In fact, for so long,
most of us have been missing in action.

But there is a soldier who has been
standing and fighting this battle for so
many years. She is the chair of the
CBC Brain Trust on Global AIDS and
HIV, and that is the distinguished gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LEE). |
say to the gentlewoman, | do not wear
a hat this time of year, but | take my
hat off to you for standing so tall.

A lot of people, as we look back on
this issue, were afraid to even speak
out, were afraid to get involved. As |
look back on my own career and on my
own life and the life of my fore parents,
I recall that it is a long journey from
Africa to America. It is a long journey
from slavery to freedom. But history
tells me that my ancestors got on a
boat involuntarily somewhere on the
West Coast of Africa. We have been so
journeying in America now for more
than 400 years. Is it not amazing that
we, as ancestors of those who were
taken, now find ourselves in a position
to provide some help and, hopefully, to
provide some financial assistance and,
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hopefully, to lead our government to
say that, in fact, we are compassionate
beyond words, but we are compas-
sionate in deeds. That is what it is
going to take to address this issue.

So | have come today to add my
voice to those who are crying aloud for
attention and help on the subject of
HIV and AIDS in this small, tiny Na-
tion of about 8 million people in Africa.

We all have an obligation to make a
contribution. Even though we may be
healed of whatever ailment may have
afflicted us, | believe we have the obli-
gation to turn back and say ‘‘thank
you.”’

We all remember the story from
Luke, chapter 17 when the 10 lepers
were passing by and Jesus was on the
scene. And they asked for some help.
And when they were healed, they went
on their way, but one, and only one,
turned back to say thank you. Jesus
asked the question, what happened to
the other nine?

As Members of this great body, in
these historic halls of the United
States, | am sure sometimes my col-
league asks the question, where are the
other 434? Well, there are a few of us
here today to stand with the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) to
say, keep on fighting. To say that help
is on the way, we believe, and we thank
all who have joined in this recent
struggle, including our President. |
hope he is genuine in his assessment
that he is going to try to make funds
available. | hope we can convince some
other nations who are concerned about
our grain because of this very issue and
the generic factor in our grain; a lot of
times we can help others by helping
ourselves. We can reach out to help
this Nation and other nations. We can
also help our farmers who have excess
grain.

America is a great Nation. I am
proud to be an American. But when we
stand up to help others, our true great-
ness comes out. | believe on this issue,
history will judge us harshly if we do
not respond to this critical issue, not
only in this country, but in particular,
in a poor country where the income is
so low, maybe $60 a year, that they
have not the resources to address this
problem. We must add our voice. We
must turn back and say ‘‘thank you”’
by our actions and by our deeds.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to thank the gentleman for his very
kind and generous and very humbling
remarks, and also for his real leader-
ship, and his real and honest commit-
ment to those in need, whether here or
abroad. |1 thank the gentleman for his
comments.

Let me now yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MEEKS) whose
leadership on the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and on the Com-
mittee on Financial Services is making
quite a difference in terms of the reor-
dering of our domestic and our foreign
policies.

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, today | want to thank my col-
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leagues in the Congressional Black
Caucus, the Chair, the gentleman from
Maryland, (Mr. CuUMMINGS), for orga-
nizing today’s Special Order on Haiti. |
want to salute the members of the Hai-
tian Task Force and my good friend
and colleague who is from California
and shares the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and the Committee
on Financial Services with me, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEe), for her outstanding leadership
and tireless commitment to the people
of the Nation of Haiti and in combating
the HIV/AIDS pandemic wherever it
raises its ugly head. The Nation indeed
owes the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE) a debt of gratitude.

There is a saying that all politics are
local. And for me, Haiti is a local polit-
ical issue. I am proud to represent the
constituents of the sixth congressional
district of New York which has one of
the largest Haitian American commu-
nities in America.

But that is not the only reason why
the Haitian people are important to me
and why the Nation of Haiti is impor-
tant to America. Haiti is important to
me because America cannot and should
not continue to have a foreign policy
towards Haiti, which is one of the poor-
est nations, if not the poorest nation,
in our hemisphere, a foreign policy
which, in many ways, fails to support
the rights of the Haitian people for de-
mocracy, human rights, and economic
opportunity. This administration can-
not talk with credibility and moral
clarity about willingness to use our po-
litical, economic, military, and diplo-
matic foreign policy instruments in the
name of spreading America’s universal
values globally. Yet, we only apply it
selectively when it is in our national
interests.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Haiti are a
proud people, a people who have a long
history of being at the forefront of
struggles against slavery and for inde-
pendence against European colonialism
in this hemisphere; a history which
connects the people of Haiti with Afri-
can Americans. In 1791, Haitian slaves
initiated a successful slave revolt
against France. The Haitian slaves
ousted Napoleon and by 1804, the island
became the first black independent na-
tion. At first, our Nation did not recog-
nize Haiti as an independent Nation
out of fear that Haiti could serve as an
example to others to fight against any
country which practiced slavery. It was
not until 1862 that the United States fi-
nally granted Haiti diplomatic recogni-
tion and sent noted abolitionist Fred-
erick Douglass as America’s Consular
Minister to Haiti.

But as we know today, for many de-
veloping nations, political independ-
ence from their former colonial mas-
ters did not automatically translate
into stable democracies, economic
independence, and sustainable develop-
ment. Haiti, like many post-colonial
developing nations, has struggled with
internal civil wars and political insta-
bility. The people of Haiti have been
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dripped in decades of structural vio-
lence, dictatorship, human degrada-
tion, and economic poverty the likes of
which are an affront to humanity.

While the reasons for such sufferings
are complex, the fact that it exists in
today’s world of wealth and technology
right here in our hemisphere is some-
thing that we cannot ignore. We can-
not ignore that our immigration policy
treats Haitians differently from other
immigrants seeking to escape political
violence. We cannot ignore that our
foreign policy regarding Haiti has be-
come tied to partisan politics. We can-
not ignore that Haiti faces an HIV/
AIDS epidemic and this administration
has played a role in hindering inter-
national economic assistance to Haiti
because we cannot come up with a pol-
icy approach that balances the needs of
the Haitian people with our require-
ment that assistance be used properly.

So, Mr. Speaker, | stand here today
to say that if America can muster the
political will and mobilize billions of
dollars in resources to wage a war
thousands of miles away from our
shores, what about Haiti? When will
America mobilize the same kind of re-
sources and political will to wage a war
against poverty, against disease,
against human suffering right here in
our hemisphere? If such rights and val-
ues are truly universal, Haitians de-
serve nothing less. We can do more to
support the people of Haiti so that they
can reclaim their human dignity. We
can and we must.

Again, | thank the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LEE), my friend,
for her tireless effort, commitment,
and hard work.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
for his very eloquent statement and his
kind remarks, and also for reminding
us of the history in terms of the con-
nection to our own country and the
fact that we do have many Haitian
Americans here in our own country
who are concerned about their country
and have such representatives as the
gentleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
who so ably represents a diverse popu-
lation of people.

J 2030

Mr. Speaker, | yield to my colleague,
the gentlewoman from Southern Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATSON), who has a wealth
of experience as an ambassador, as a
Chair of the Senate Health and Human
Services Committee in the State of
California, and one whose wisdom and
counsel we all look to on so many
issues.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentlewoman from California. We
are also very proud of the gentlewoman
and her leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | see next to her the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN), who was part of
our entourage that went to Haiti, and
had been there before. She helped to
point out the problems and to analyze
them while we were there.



April 30, 2003

I want to give another thanks, too, to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROHRABACHER). | was sitting in my of-
fice listening to his presentation. He
talked about American democracy and
that we were not really ready yet, be-
cause we had to realize that we had
some problems in this country. We had
enslaved a large group of people who
make up a tremendous part of our pop-
ulation today.

He also said that we are going to
have to correct that which is broken.
This is what we come together to talk
about, a nation that is broken in our
own hemisphere.

Mr. Speaker, | am appalled by the
unsubstantiated allegations made by
the United States Attorney General,
John Ashcroft, with respect to Haiti.
He claimed that the Pakistanis, the
Palestinians, and others are using
Haiti as a staging point for trying to
get into the United States. What a ri-
diculous statement.

I would ask him, has he been there,
Mr. Attorney General? If not, he needs
to go. He needs to scour every single
part of that island nation. After what
he is going to see he will be declaring
another war, and that is on poverty, on
starvation, on the fact that the people
there have nothing; and we are allow-
ing that to continue in this hemi-
sphere.

Even the State Department’s con-
sular officers and officials are puzzled
by his remarks. Jorge Martinez, a
spokesman for Ashcroft’s office, could
not immediately say where the Attor-
ney General got the information. Mar-
tinez then directed inquiries to the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and a
Homeland Security spokeswoman redi-
rected questions right back to Mar-
tinez.

Mr. Speaker, according to the State
Department, Haiti is not on the United
States’ terrorist watch list. Why is,
then, the Justice Department and the
State Department, our Department of
Homeland Security, amending this
list?

Haiti, a nation of 8.3 million people,
is one of the most impoverished na-
tions in the Western Hemisphere and
the fourth poorest country in the
world. The unemployment rate is esti-
mated to be around 60 percent, the lit-
eracy rate is approximately 45 percent,
and 90 percent of all HIVV and AIDS in-
fections in the Caribbean are in Haiti.

The current U.S. policy towards
Haiti is one that discourages travel be-
tween the two countries. There is a de
facto embargo on loans and grants
from the multilateral development
banks. Assistance from the United
States Government has been put on
hold in order to leverage change in the
present political structure of the Hai-
tian Government.

| say to the Attorney General, he
needs to go and talk to the President.
He needs to understand why he sent his
fiscal people over here to Washington,
D.C. to explain how they have devel-
oped their budget. He needs to under-
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stand why he is working on getting a
police force put together, and why he
has not formulated a court.

Remember, the past regimes were
corrupt and there are many corrupt
people still lurking around, so he has
to be careful who he gives power to.
That, indeed, takes time.

In effect, our current policy towards
Haiti in the name of humanity pro-
motes poverty and inhumanity. For ex-
ample, on July 21, 1998, the Haitian
Government and the IDB signed a $22.5
million loan for phase 1 of a project to
decentralize and reorganize the Haitian
health care system. The funds would be
used to construct low-cost community
health centers, train community
health agents, and purchase medical
equipment and essential medicines.
The ultimate objective of phase 1 was
to reduce the high infant mortality
rate, reduce the high juvenile death
rate, and reduce birth rates.

This health loan, as well as close to
$150 million in humanitarian loans, has
been blocked by the United States-led
embargo against Haiti. This in itself is
an inhumane policy.

It is time to stop this war on Haiti.
External aid is essential to the future
economic development of this nation.
Comparative social and economic indi-
cators show Haiti falling behind other
low-income developing countries since
the 1980s. Mr. Speaker, we cannot let
our neighbor continue in this down-
ward spiral.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentlewoman from California for her
comprehensive statement, for her clar-
ity on our government’s policy as it re-
lates to Haiti, and for bringing forth
the facts of some very recent revela-
tions with regard to the Attorney Gen-
eral which hopefully we will get some
answers to.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to my colleague,
the gentleman from Baltimore, Mary-
land (Mr. CUMMINGS), the Chair of the
Congressional Black Caucus who has
demonstrated for many, many years
prior to coming to Congress, and now
here in the United States Congress, his
leadership on a myriad of issues.

I thank the gentleman for pulling
this Special Order together and for en-
suring that the Congressional Black
Caucus is central to all of the policy
debates that we engage in here in the
United States House.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman for yielding to
me. | also thank her for consistently
standing up.

I thank the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, a group of 39 men and women, as |
have often said, who are ordinary peo-
ple called to an extraordinary mission.
In the process of doing the extraor-
dinary, they have become extraor-
dinary and have made it clear, Mr.
Speaker, to God that the lives they live
are not their own.

Consistent with that, we come here
tonight to speak on behalf of Haiti. |
thank the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEg) for her leadership in
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initiating and organizing the Congres-
sional Black Caucus’s Special Order to-
night urging the international commu-
nity to let Haiti live.

Mr. Speaker, for several years now
the Members of the Congressional
Black Caucus have come to the floor of
this great House to speak out on behalf
of the 8.3 million people of Haiti, to
draw attention to the unnecessary and
horrible circumstances that they are
forced to endure every day.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Haiti are
suffering and dying. They are suffering
and dying because of the seemingly
sheer indifference to their plight. In
just the last week, the United Nations
reported that only 46 percent of Haiti’s
population has access to clean drinking
water, and 56 percent of the Haitian
population suffers from malnutrition
in 2003. Fifty-six percent of 8.3 million
people is 4,648,000 human beings, nearly
as many people as the populations of
Idaho, Mississippi, and the District of
Columbia combined.

Mr. Speaker, denying the most basic
human needs, such as food and water,
is almost the equivalent of a death sen-
tence by a judge or a jury. Unfortu-
nately, for several years now the
United States Government has made
this situation worse. Our government,
Mr. Speaker, has unfairly and unneces-
sarily linked humanitarian assistance
to Haiti with trying to change and to
pressure the current government in
Haiti to make concessions to the oppo-
sition party as it relates to domestic
politics.

How can we allow over 4 million peo-
ple in that country to live in utter pov-
erty while we play politics? Is not the
argument about the suffering of the
people the same argument that many
of my colleagues on the other side of
the aisle made as it relates to Irag? It
is imperative that we release the hu-
manitarian assistance for the people of
Haiti so they may simply just live an-
other day.

Mr. Speaker, last week the United
Nations also made a plea that | will
second tonight and | know all the
Members of the Congressional Black
Caucus would second, too. The plea is
that the international community im-
mediately make funds available to help
stem this humanitarian crisis in Haiti.
Mr. Speaker, the United States of
America is the richest country in the
world and must answer that plea. We
must help our neighbor, and we must
help our neighbor now.

How will future generations judge
our country when the history of our re-
lationship with Haiti is written? We
know the suffering. Members have
heard a little bit about it already to-
night. Think about the children, both
here in America and in Haiti. What are
we telling them by our actions?

The life expectancy in Haiti is 49
years. The unemployment rate is 60
percent. The infant mortality rate is 74
deaths for every 1,000 live births. Nine-
ty percent of the HIV/AIDS infections
in the Caribbean are in Haiti. There are
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over 200,000 children orphaned by HIV/
AIDS. | could go on and on and on.

The fact is, Mr. Speaker, we have to
do better. We must release those hu-
manitarian assistance loans, and we
must begin a new relationship with the
country and the people of Haiti. The
Congressional Black Caucus will not
rest until we do. We will continue to
advocate for justice at home and
abroad.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman from Maryland once again
for his leadership, but also for laying
out the facts in terms of why we are
here tonight. 1 thank the gentleman
for putting his all into making sure
that we understand that this is an
emergency, that we should do the right
thing, and that our policies are really
resulting in the dire humanitarian cri-
sis that we are seeing in Haiti.

| thank the gentleman again for his
leadership. | appreciate his being here
this evening.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentlewoman would yield for one sec-
ond further, we see the President talk
about the urgent situation in lrag and
how he wanted to do all that he did. As
the gentlewoman probably well knows,
we just allocated some $80 billion.

Here we have a small country simply
trying to survive, having drinking
water and sanitation. It makes us won-
der sometimes. As one author said, it
makes me want to holler and throw up
both my hands.

Ms. LEE. | would say that $146 mil-
lion is a mere drop in the bucket and
would save many, many lives. It would
get the country of Haiti back on track
in terms of its development.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to my colleague,
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN), a leader on
many, many issues; a woman who is a
physician who chairs our Congressional
Black Caucus Health Brain Trust, and
who is leading the charge for universal
health care.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentlewoman for yielding to
me. It is a pleasure to be here with her.

| just had to come over and join the
gentlewoman on the floor here tonight
because the problems of Haiti and the
obstacles that we have been facing to-
gether that the gentlewoman has led us
through so steadfastly continue to
plague that country and cause suf-
fering to the millions of people who
live there. So it is important for us as
a caucus to stand here with the gentle-
woman tonight and once again to call
on our colleagues and the President of
these United States to let Haiti live.
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Last week | traveled to the eastern
end of Hispaniola and there on that
side, and it is so different, even when
you just fly over the island. It turns
from gray to green. There | found a
struggling but overcoming people,
where jobs were being created, stand-
ard of living was being raised, children
were being educated, the health care
system was ever improving.
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It was my second time in the Domini-
can Republic but | have been to Haiti
many times, and it troubles me deeply
that this situation is so startling dif-
ferent compared to that of the neigh-
bor on this same island in the Carib-
bean of which I am a part. And why
should this be? Because the people of
Haiti have accepted democracy that we
helped to bring to their nation, and
they have accepted its promise.
Though imperfect, that democracy is
new, and building democracies take
time.

As | am sure this country will find
out in Iraq, but perhaps we will be a bit
more patient there than with the peo-
ple of Haiti because we certainly have
not been patient or supporting of their
efforts to make democracy work. The
reason for the difference is clearly that
our country, the United States of
America, has stood in the way of allow-
ing the people of Haiti to grow, to
thrive and to actually allow the democ-
racy that we so are so honored to
thrive in this country of poor but
proud, hard-working and spirited peo-
ple of African decent.

We are here tonight again to say let
Haiti live, first, by releasing the loans
that are needed to build their sanita-
tion, transportation, health and edu-
cational infrastructure, and also by
fully supporting the OAS mission
there, whose responsibility it is to en-
sure the changes that we claim to seek
in their judiciary and their police sys-
tem and in their electoral process.

Mr. Speaker, | want to say thank you
to the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) who have both
led this fight for their faithfulness and
steadfastness and the support of Haiti
and their work on its behalf. We have
under their leadership talked to people
at Treasury. We have talked to leaders
at USAID. We have talked to folks at
the OAS. We have talked to the inter-
national lending institutions. | think
we have done what we can. | guess we
could do more. But we have done the
things that have been open to us to do.
There is no excuse for what this coun-
try is doing by holding back these so
badly needed funds. As the gentle-
woman said, 140 something million dol-
lars is nothing to this country, but it
means everything to the people of
Haiti.

What Haiti is asking for is what has
been done for every other country in
this region that has been similarly sit-
uated. There is no reason for it to be
treated different. Mr. President, our
brothers and sisters are suffering,
many are dying. And we are asking you
once again to let that money go, to let
our brothers and sisters go and to let
Haiti live.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to thank the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) for
her very passionate and very clear
statement, and also for making sure
that on all of our HIV/AIDS initiatives,
that the Caribbean is part of that ef-

April 30, 2003

fort. And it is because of the gentle-
woman that now we hear the President
and others talk about sub-Saharan Af-
rica and the Caribbean and other parts
of the world as being in need in terms
of our resources and our assistance. So
I thank her again. And, yes, we have
done something, just our small efforts.
We are going to move forward. Hope-
fully we can do more. And | believe to-
night with her help and with all of
those here, with the CBC and other
Members of Congress, sooner or later
the administration is going to wake up
and realize that this is a political fight
that they really do not need to have.

Haitian-Americans care about this.
All Americans care about this and we
have got to get those loans released.

Now, | would like to yield to the gen-
tleman from Detroit, our dean and the
chair of the Haitian task force, one
who has provided leadership on so
many issues and who has beat the drum
for so many years on Haiti and our
very cruel policy towards that country,
the gentleman from Detroit, Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS).

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to report a new bill that has been
introduced by 16 Members of the House
and the Senate to create employment
in the Haitian textile industry by giv-
ing that country the opportunity to be-
come a garment production center. It
amends the Trade and Development
Act of 2000 by granting duty free status
to Haitian apparel articles that are as-
sembled or knit to shape from coun-
tries with whom the United States has
a free trade agreement or a regional
agreement. And it departs from current
law, which only allows duty free status
to Haitian apparel articles if the arti-
cles are made from U.S. fabrics or
yarn.

It would be a win/win proposition for
our American workers because it would
encourage the immigration of jobs
from other parts of the world back to
our hemisphere. | would like Members
to know that this measure has been re-
ferred to our House Committee on
Ways and Means. And at this point,
Members should know that in addition
to the junior Senator from Ohio, Mr.
DEWINE, the senior Senator from Flor-
ida, Mr. GRAHAM, we have in the House
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN), myself, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. Jim DAvVIS), the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. Goss), the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE),
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MEEK), the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), the
gentleman from New York (Mr. RAN-
GEL), the gentlewoman from the Virgin
Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN), the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. CRANE), the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY),
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LEE), the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. MILLENDER-
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MCDONALD), the gentleman from New
York (Mr. OweNS) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON).

This is a positive piece of legislation.
We will be conferring with the ranking
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means for its hearings promptly and
hope that we can move it forward. It is
sponsored in both bodies of the legisla-
ture and we feel very confident that
this measure will be an important be-
ginning economic legislative initiative
of which there will be more to come.

Tonight, | also rise with the rest of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus to encourage my col-
leagues in Congress to support the Haitian
people as they struggle to rebuild their nation.
Not only does Haiti play an important role in
the world community, but it is also strategically
significant to the United States; particularly be-
cause it is located only 410 miles from the
nearest U.S. shores. Further, historically the
Haitian people’s fight for freedom has been an
inspiration to oppressed people throughout the
globe. In 1804, the people of Haiti triumphed
over colonial powers by gaining their inde-
pendence and establishing the first black na-
tion in the Western Hemisphere.

Nearly two hundred years later, the people
of Haiti are engaged in a battle to preserve
their way of life and their nation. Haiti is one
of the most impoverished nations in the West-
ern Hemisphere and the fourth poorest coun-
try in the world, where life expectancy is only
49 years. The unemployment rate is approxi-
mately 60%, only 45% of the population is lit-
erate, and half of the population earns $60 or
less per year. In addition, the country of Haiti
has been devastated by the AIDS epidemic.
90% of all HIV and AIDS infections in the Car-
ibbean are in Haiti, and due to the spread of
the disease, 163,000 children have been left
orphaned. Furthermore, the infant mortality
rate is alarming, with 75 deaths per 1,000
births. Given the statistics | have mentioned, it
is not surprising that tuberculosis remains a
major cause of adult mortality and there is
only one doctor for every 10,000 people in
Haiti.

Although Haiti is located in our backyard,
we continue to endorse a policy that prevents
the return of economic stability and democracy
of Haiti. Instead of supporting the flow of aid
to Haiti in order to resolve the political im-
passe, the U.S. has adopted a policy of
embargos to punish the Haitian government
and people. The U.S. government has the
power to veto the disbursement of loans to
Haiti from financial institutions such as the
World Bank, IMF, and Inter-American Devel-
opment Bank. To the detriment of the people
of Haiti, the U.S. government, specifically the
Departments of Treasury and State, has exer-
cised this authority. For example, the Inter-
American Development Bank has not released
$146 million in aid to Haiti, which was initially
approved by the IDB Board of Directors. It is
more distressing that in the interim, Haiti has
been forced to pay arrears payments to main-
tain its status with the IDB.

The Congressional Black Caucus as well as
many Members of Congress are concerned
about the humanitarian crisis and political situ-
ation in Haiti. Particularly, the caucus has
worked to assist the people of Haiti by intro-
ducing legislation such as the Haitian Eco-
nomic Recovery Opportunity Act, the Haiti Aid
in Transition Initiative, and the Access to Cap-
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itol for Haiti bill. We also met with officials
from the World Bank, IMF, IDB, and the De-
partments of State and Treasury to advocate
that these institutions release badly needed
funds. Further, we have supported economic
initiatives, such as the Harding Enterprises
proposal for a Hilton Hotel in Haiti, and
worked to modify the Millennium Account, so
that more African and poor countries like Haiti
can access it. Lastly, the caucus has hosted
a variety of forums, briefings, and braintrusts
on Haiti, and is working on other proposals to
assist the people of Haiti.

The Congressional Black Caucus is com-
mitted to aiding the people of Haiti in their
struggle for democracy, the rule of law, and
economic stability. | ask that this Congress
support realistic policies that will help the peo-
ple of Haiti, instead of destabilizing their na-
tion.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman very much for his statement
and for providing this information with
regard to another piece of legislation
that we know will let Haiti live, and,
hopefully, we will be able to build co-
sponsorship and support for your legis-
lation so we can have a hearing and
move the bill to the floor and to the
Senate and then to the White House.

Let me, in closing, just reiterate
some of the facts we heard tonight and
why members of the Congressional
Black Caucus and other Members of
Congress want to see Haiti live and
want to see Haiti move forward into
the 21st Century as a new democracy
who we can support in a way that we
know we should.

First of all, Haiti is the most impov-
erished nation in the Western Hemi-
sphere. Haiti accounts for 90 percent of
all HIV/AIDS cases in the Caribbean.
HIV and AIDS infections have ap-
proached epidemic proportions. Over
300,000 infected people have been iden-
tified and deaths from HIV and AIDS
have left 200,000 children orphaned. It
is estimated that over 12,000 people in
Haiti are living with HIV/AIDS. Be-
tween 150,000 to 350,000 children are
AIDS orphans.

Haiti’s infant mortality rate is stag-
gering. It is 93 deaths per 1,000 live
births. For every doctor in Haiti, there
are 10,000 people. Tuberculosis remains
a major cause of adult mortality. Cases
of TB in Haiti are more than 10 times
as high as those in other Latin Amer-
ican countries. Only 40 percent of Hai-
tians have access to clean water, drink-
ing water. The life expectancy rate
which we heard earlier, | believe from
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS), is 49 years of age. More
than 75 percent of the population lives
in abject poverty. The unemployment
rate is approximately 60 percent. The
literacy rate is approximately 45 per-
cent. And half of the population of
Haiti earns $60 or less, that is $60 or
less per year, not per day but per year.
The total expenditure on health per
person is about $54 compared to about
$4,400 in the United States and $483 in
Mexico.

So with those kind of statistics,
there is no way that our country can
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morally do what it is doing in terms of
blocking the release of the $146 million.
There is no way with these kinds of
numbers and this kind of data, this
kind of human misery and tragedy
right next to us, that our efforts should
be about blocking the release of loans
that had been negotiated 3 years ago.
That is outrageous. | do not even un-
derstand how we can believe that could
even be half way right to do.

I think | have a couple more minutes,
Mr. Speaker, | would like to yield to
my colleague from Maryland (Mr.
CUMMINGS) who has an additional
statement he would like to make in the
short time we have left.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to again thank the gentle-
woman and thank the caucus. It has
been said over and over again that the
Congressional Black Caucus is the con-
science of the Congress. But | have
often said that we are the conscience of
the country and of the world. And what
we are doing tonight is pleading with
the President and those who control
the purse strings of this country to
reach out and lift up a small country
that is merely trying to survive.

I have often said that the most pow-
erful thing that we can do is help chil-
dren become all that God meant for
them to be. And we heard speeches
from this floor over and over again
coming from the Bible about what we
should be doing for our brothers and
our sisters throughout the world. And
this is just a small part of our efforts
to say to the world, we will not allow,
we will not stand by and allow people,
our neighbors, in fact, to simply perish
and live in the way that they are liv-
ing. And | do appreciate the gentle-
woman’s leadership on this issue, con-
sistently standing up, and again | am
very appreciative of the Congressional
Black Caucus for standing up.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, we are turn-
ing the heat up on this. We have been
nice and we have played many, many
roles in trying to let Haiti live. And we
are going to become even more aggres-
sive on this because | think after what
we have heard tonight, | think the peo-
ple in our country are going to begin to
question our policies and why we are
holding up $146 million. What that
means in light of the fact that we are,
yes, we should be doing this, building a
universal health care system in lIraq
and providing quality public education
for people in Irag. And yet, here in a
country right next door and in our own
country we cannot find the resources
to help people of African decent. And
that is a very important point, | think,
that I want to leave tonight with in
this body.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentlewoman [Representative BARBARA LEE]
for the time, and | applaud her efforts to draw
attention to the needs of the Haitian people.

Haiti is the fourth poorest country in the
world. Half of the population of the country
earns no more than $60 per year. Haiti has an



H3564

unemployment rate of about 60% and an illit-
eracy rate of only 45%. Only 40% of all Hai-
tians have access to potable water. Tuber-
culosis cases in Haiti are ten times as high as
those in other Latin American countries, and
90% of all HIV infections in the Caribbean are
in Haiti.

The Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB) is denying Haiti any access to loans for
development assistance. Haiti has already had
$145.9 million in development loans approved
by the IDB. These loans include $50 million
for rural road development, $22.5 million for
reorganization of the health sector, $54 million
for potable water and sanitation and $19.4 mil-
lion for basic education programs. Haiti could
also qualify for an additional $317 million in
new loans for development projects, as well
as a $50 million investment sector loan. How-
ever, the IDB is refusing to consider Haiti for
any additional loans and has not even dis-
bursed the loans that have been approved.

The IDB is effectively denying Haiti access
to critical development assistance. Further-
more, Haiti is deeply in debt and has also
been denied the opportunity to receive any
debt relief for its existing debts.

The reasons provided by the IDB and the
U.S. government concerning the suspension
of lending and assistance to Haiti shift from
day to day. None of the purported expla-
nations provide any justification for withholding
this vitally needed aid. While the IDB and the
Administration dither, the people of Haiti suffer
and continue to live in poverty.

On March 5, 2003, | introduced H.R. 1108,
the Access to Capital for Haiti's Development
Act. This bill would require the United States
to use its voice, vote and influence to urge the
Inter-American Development Bank to imme-
diately resume lending to Haiti, disperse all
previously approved loans, assist Haiti with
the payment of its existing debts and consider
providing Haiti debt relief. The Access to Cap-
ital for Haiti's Development Act would allow
Haiti to build roads and infrastructure and pro-
vide basic education and health care services
to the Haitian people. This bill currently has 24
COSpPONSOrs.

The United States is now spending billions
of dollars to rebuild Irag. Earlier this month,
this Congress passed a Supplemental Appro-
priations Act that contained $1.7 billion to re-
build Irag’s infrastructure. That bill included
funds for health care services for 13 million
Iraqgis and financed the repair or reconstruction
of 25,000 schools, 20,000 houses and 3,000
miles of roads in Iraq. The bill also contained
assistance for Colombia, Afghanistan, Israel,
Jordan, Turkey, and the Eastern European
countries of Poland, Hungary, the Czech Re-
public, Slovakia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Romania, Slovenia and Bulgaria.

Debt relief for Iraq is being discussed by of-
ficials of the Paris Club of creditor countries.
Some Members of Congress have even sug-
gested that France, Germany, and Russia can
best contribute to the reconstruction of Iraq by
the forgiveness of Iraq’s debts.

Haiti is a deeply impoverished country on an
island just off our shores. We cannot provide
assistance to countries all over the world while
ignoring the needs of people so close to our
border. It is time for the United States and the
Inter-American Development Bank to resume
lending to Haiti and provide debt relief and de-
velopment assistance to this impoverished
country.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today, like many
members of the Congressional Black Caucus,
| am moved to speak about the humanitarian
and economic situation of the people of Haiti.
It is no secret that the people there are suf-
fering greatly. Haiti is the poorest country in
the Western Hemisphere with roughly 70 per-
cent of its 7 million population unemployed
and 80 percent living in poverty. HIV/AIDS is
devastating the country, with roughly 1 in 12
Haitians infected with HIV and the Center for
Disease Control predicting 44,000 new HIV/
AIDS cases this year. Additionally, AIDS has
orphaned over 200,000 children, and that
number is expected to increase to 350,000
over the next ten years.

While there are many explanations for the
current situation in Haiti, it is clear that the
Haitian government and international commu-
nity disagree as to the cause and the solution.
Regardless of who is to blame, the people of
Haiti continue to suffer and | believe that it is
time for their suffering to end. We must pro-
vide assistance to provide jobs and hope for
the people of Haiti.

It is for this reason that I, in conjunction with
Congressman JOHN CONYERS, Jr., introduced
the Haitian Economic Recovery (HERO) Act,
which would help in moving Haiti towards eco-
nomic stability by providing labor and trade
opportunities through investment in the ap-
parel and other assembly industries. For simi-
lar reasons, | cosponsored the Haiti Aid in
Transition Initiative and Access to Capitol for
Haiti bills offered by my colleagues Congress-
women BARBARA LEE and MAXINE WATERS.
Both of these bills urge that previously ap-
proved loans, totaling $146 million dollars in
humanitarian assistance, be released to Haiti.

| sincerely believe that the opportunity for
change is ripe in Haiti and that an opportunity
still exists to overcome the obstacles that have
blocked the economic assistance so des-
perately needed by Haiti to relieve its humani-
tarian crisis. | know that this requires that the
Haitian government resolve the alienation of
the international community by further dem-
onstrating that it is on the road to resolving its
political and human rights concerns. | believe
that it is still possible for both the U.S. and
Haitian governments to work together to meet
these goals. | will continue to do what | can to
support the delivery of food, medicines, and
other essentials to the people of Haiti that |
know are desperately needed.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in solidarity with my colleagues on
the Congressional Black Caucus, to speak
against the United States’ unfair treatment of
the people of Haiti.

Haiti is one of the most impoverished coun-
tries in the western hemisphere and the fourth
poorest country in the world. There are 8.3
million people residing in Haiti.

The people of Haiti are also facing a severe
medical crisis as a result of their poverty. Haiti
is the home of 90% of all HIV/AIDS patients
in the Caribbean. Over 200,000 Haitian chil-
dren will be orphaned by HIV/AIDS. Child mor-
tality rates in Haiti are also excessively high.
For every 1,000 births in Haiti, 74 infant
deaths will occur.

The social conditions in Haiti are as deplor-
able as the medical condition. Of the millions
of Haitian residents, only 46% have access to
clean drinking water. Furthermore, 53% of all
Haitian residents are malnourished.

Despite our close proximity to Haiti, and the
widespread publication of the social and med-
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ical plight of Haitian residents, the U.S. gov-
ernment has insisted on blocking humanitarian
aid. The U.S. government is attempting to
shape the political landscape in Haiti to the
severe detriment of the innocent people of
Haiti.

The United States government owes Haiti
substantial funds in foreign aid. Substantial
loans have been negotiated for the people of
Haiti. Some estimates have the loans valued
at as much as $146 million dollars. The United
States government is delaying the disburse-
ment of these funds to advance their political
aims. While the U.S. government stubbornly
maintains these restrictive policies the people
of Haiti are suffering and dying.

The U.S. government has promised Iraq
$80 billion in aid to rebuild their war torn coun-
try. The people of Haiti have suffered as well.
But instead of providing much needed aid, the
U.S. government blocks humanitarian efforts
and refuses to honor outstanding loans.

Mr. Speaker, it is a disgrace that our Con-
gress stands by while the people of Haiti suf-
fer and die. | join my colleagues on the Con-
gressional Black Caucus in imploring the U.S.
government to let Haiti live.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | yield back
the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. KINGSTON (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of attend-
ing a memorial service for 34 members
of the Third Infantry Division based at
Fort Stewart, Georgia, who were killed
in Operation Enduring Freedom.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. VAN HOLLEN) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DAvis of lllinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. JoNES of North Carolina)
to revise and extend their remarks and
include extraneous material:

Mr. JONEs of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, today.

The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:

Mrs. JoNEs of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. CASE, for 5 minutes, today.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A concurrent resolution of the Sen-
ate of the following title was taken
from the Speaker’s table and, under
the rule, referred as follows:
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