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151, 152, 153, and 154 due to medical rea-
sons. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 150 and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
votes 149, 151, 152, 153, and 154.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall votes 
Nos. 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, and 154 I was 
unavoidably detained with important matters in 
my district. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 149 regarding H. Res. 
206, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 150, the Vitter 
amendment, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 151, the 
DeMint amendment, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 152, 
the Musgrave amendment, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
vote 153, the Tancredo amendment, and ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall vote 154 on passage of H.R. 1350.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill, H.R. 1350, which was 
just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BURTON of Indiana). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AUTHORIZING CLERK TO MAKE 
CORRECTIONS IN THE ENGROSS-
MENT OF H.R. 1350, IMPROVING 
EDUCATION RESULTS FOR CHIL-
DREN WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of the bill, H.R. 1350, the Clerk be 
authorized to make technical correc-
tions and conforming changes to the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MAKING IN ORDER MOTIONS TO 
SUSPEND THE RULES ON 
WEDNESDAYS THROUGH JUNE 25, 
2003 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Speaker 
may be permitted to entertain motions 
that the House suspend the rules on 
Wednesdays through June 25, 2003, as 
though under clause 1 of rule XV. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res. 
209) and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 209

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be and is hereby elected to the following 

standing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Mr. Miller 
of North Carolina.

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chairman of the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure; which was read and, with-
out objection, referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2003. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, 
The Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed please find 
resolutions approved by the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure on April 
9, 2003, in accordance with 40 U.S.C. § 3307. 

Sincerely, 
DON YOUNG, 

Chairman. 
Enclosures. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTIONS—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE, 1401 H STREET, NW, 
WASHINGTON, DC 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 116,064 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Justice 
currently located in leased space at 1401 H 
Street, NW, in Washington, DC, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $5,222,880 for a 
lease term of ten years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE, 600 E STREET, NW, WASH-
INGTON, DC 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 347,020 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Justice 
currently located in leased space at 600 E 
Street, NW, in Washington, DC, at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $15,615,900 for a 
lease term of ten years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, AD-
MINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, 
WASHINGTON, DC 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 165,824 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for 
Children and Families, currently located in 
leased space at 370 L’Enfant Promenade, SW, 
in Washington, DC, at a proposed total an-
nual cost of $7,462,080 for a lease term of ten 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—OFFICE OF 
GOVERNMENT ETHICS AND CORPORATION FOR 
NATIONAL SERVICE, WASHINGTON, DC 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 118,754 rentable square 
feet of space for the Office of Government 
Ethics and Corporation for National Service 
currently located in leased space at 1201 and 
1225 New York Avenue, in Washington, DC, 
at a proposed total annual cost of $5,343,930 
for a lease term of ten years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION, SUBURBAN 
MARYLAND 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 251,527 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Health 
and Human Services Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration cur-
rently located in leased space at 5515 Secu-
rity Lane and 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, 
MD at a proposed total annual cost of 
$8,551,918 for a lease term of ten years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE, 5600 COLUMBIA PIKE, 
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 162,696 rentable square 
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feet of space for the Department of Defense, 
Defense Information Systems Agency cur-
rently located in leased space at 5600 Colum-
bia Pike, in Falls Church, VA at a proposed 
total annual cost of $5,531,664 for a lease 
term of ten years, a prospectus for which is 
attached to and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE, CRYSTAL PLAZA V, 
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 153,560 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Defense 
currently located in leased space at Crystal 
Plaza V, 2211 South Clark Place, in Arling-
ton, VA, at a proposed total annual cost of 
$5,221,040 for a lease term of ten years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE, HOFFMAN BUILDING 2, 
NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 403,734 rentable square 
feet of space at Hoffman Building 2, 200 
Stoval Street, in Alexandria, VA at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $13,726,956 for a 
lease term of ten years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE, SECRETARY OF THE 
ARMY, NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 524,867 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Defense, 
Secretary of the Army, Office of the Admin-
istrative Assistant currently located in 
leased space at the Pentagon and various 
leased locations, in Northern Virginia, at a 
proposed total annual cost of $17,845,478 for a 
lease term of ten years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF THE INTERIOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE, NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 134,237 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of the Inte-
rior, and the Department of Commerce cur-
rently located in leased space at 381 Elden 
Street, in Fairfax, VA at a proposed total an-
nual cost of $4,564,058 for a lease term of ten 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE, MISSILE DEFENSE AGEN-
CY, NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 144,552 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Defense, 
Missile Defense Agency currently located in 
leased space at Wing 8 of Federal Office 
Building #2, Arlington Naval Annex in Ar-
lington, VA at a proposed total annual cost 
of $4,914,768 for a lease term of ten years, a 
prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-
MENT OF THE TREASURY, FINANCIAL CRIMES 
ENFORCEMENT NETWORK, NORTHERN VIR-
GINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 149,040 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of the 
Treasury, Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network currently located in leased space at 
Tycon Courthouse, 2070 Chain Bridge Road in 
Fairfax, VA at a proposed total annual cost 
of $5,067,360 for a lease term of ten years, a 
prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 281,558 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of State 
currently located in leased space at 1701 N. 
Fort Myer Drive, in Arlington, VA at a pro-
posed total annual cost of $9,572,972 for a 
lease term of ten years, a prospectus for 

which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—MULTIPLE 
AGENCIES, 999 18TH STREET, DENVER, CO 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 231,981 rentable square 
feet of space for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Region VIII, GSA Federal Tele-
communications Service, and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, cur-
rently located in leased space at 999 18th 
Street, in Denver, CO, at a proposed total an-
nual cost of $7,191,411 for a lease term of ten 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—AMENDMENT—
BYRON G. ROGERS FEDERAL BUILDING, 
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE, DENVER, COL-
ORADO 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for the 
alteration of the Byron G. Rogers Federal 
Building and United States Courthouse, lo-
cated in Denver, Colorado, at an additional 
construction cost for demolition and asbes-
tos abatement of $9,000,000, a modified pro-
spectus for which is attached to, and in-
cluded in, this resolution. This resolution 
amends Committee resolution dated July 18, 
2001, which authorized appropriations in the 
amount of $3,688,000 for advanced design. 

Provided, That the construction of this 
project does not exceed construction bench-
marks as established by the General Services 
Administration. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—AMENDMENT—
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE, LAS CRUCES, 
NEW MEXICO 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for the 
site acquisition for a 206,881 gross square foot 
United States courthouse, including 81 inside 
parking spaces, located in Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, at a cost of $600,000, a modified pro-
spectus for which is attached to, and in-
cluded in, this resolution. This resolution 
amends Committee resolution dated July 26, 
2000, which authorized appropriations in the 
amount of $3,040,000 for design; and Com-
mittee resolution dated July 18, 2001, which 
authorized appropriations in the amount of 
$1,070,000 for additional design. 

Provided, That the construction of this 
project does not exceed construction bench-
marks as established by the General Services 
Administration. 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION—LEASE—DEPART-

MENT OF TREASURY, INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, That pursuant to title 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized to lease 
up to approximately 1,140,000 rentable square 
feet of space for the Department of Treasury, 
Internal Revenue Service, Service Center 
currently located at 2306 Bannister Road, 
1500 East Bannister Road, and five leased lo-
cations in the Kansas City metropolitan 
area, at a proposed total annual cost of 
$34,200,000 for a lease term of fifteen years, a 
prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution. 

The General Services Administration is 
further authorized to negotiate renewal op-
tions, provided, that no option shall be exer-
cised by the General Services Administra-
tion without obtaining further authorization 
from the Committee. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to execution of 
the new lease. 

Provided, That the General Services Ad-
ministration shall not delegate to any other 
agency the authority granted by this resolu-
tion.

There was no objection.
f 

b 1630 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BURNS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM REPEATS 
AS NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, the 
University of Minnesota men’s hockey 
team did it again. During our spring re-
cess, Minnesota defeated New Hamp-
shire 5 to 1 to win its second consecu-
tive NCAA championship, the first 
time a team has repeated as NCAA 
hockey champion in 31 years. 

Mr. Speaker, the key to these back-
to-back titles has been hard work by 
talented athletes, superior coaching by 
Coach Don Lucia and his great staff, 
and the greatest fans in hockey any-
where. 

In the title game, Minnesota and New 
Hampshire were tied 1 to 1 until the 
final period, but a three-goal outburst 
over 5 minutes and 20 seconds of the 
third period iced the team’s second 
consecutive national championship. 

Minnesota has a long and proud 
hockey tradition as the hockey capital 
of the world, and all Minnesotans are 
extremely proud of our national cham-
pion, Golden Gophers. 

Unlike most repeat champions, Mr. 
Speaker, this one came as somewhat of 
a surprise. The Gophers started the 
season slowly, but that is to be ex-

pected of a team that lost so many 
players after beating Maine in over-
time in last year’s title game. 

But thanks to Coach Lucia’s inspir-
ing leadership, great motivational 
skills and good chemistry, this year’s 
team started gathering steam as play-
ers returned to the lineup from inju-
ries. Each player, coach, trainer and 
manager played a pivotal role during 
the season, picking each other up at 
critical times. 

Our University of Minnesota’s men’s 
hockey team also won the WCHA, the 
Western Collegiate Hockey Associa-
tion, tournament on the road to its 
second consecutive national title. 

Mr. Speaker, all Minnesotans and Go-
pher hockey fans everywhere are very 
proud of this great team. The 2002–2003 
Gopher men’s hockey team, our back-
to-back national champions, are now 
part of college hockey history. We con-
gratulate our national champions, for 
they are true champions, both on and 
off the ice. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. RAMSTAD. I am glad to yield to 
the gentleman from hockey-rich Du-
luth, Minnesota. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for taking this 
special order, and I join him in paying 
tribute to the University of Minnesota 
Gopher men’s hockey team back-to-
back championships. The gentleman 
made a splendid case. We are proud of 
the men’s hockey team. 

But I also want to point out that the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth wom-
en’s hockey team for the third consecu-
tive year has won the NCAA hockey 
championship, trumping the men. It is 
a great tribute to our State that in the 
final frozen four in both the women’s 
and men’s hockey, our University of 
Minnesota teams have prevailed. That 
is a tribute to the great tradition of 
hockey in the northern part of our 
State, as well as in the gentleman’s 
part of the State, an area that he now 
represents in Anoka County, that has a 
splendid four or more hockey rinks 
training the future champions. 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, I thank the gen-
tleman for his comments, for his great 
support of University of Minnesota 
athletics, both in Minneapolis and Du-
luth, and I was just as proud to support 
the Gopher women’s team, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota-Duluth, as I am here 
today. Both are great teams, and that 
is why Minnesota, as the gentleman 
knows, is the hockey capital of the 
world.

f 

HONORING AVIATION’S PIONEER 
WOMEN OF COLOR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
on Saturday, May 3, 2003, the Chicago 
‘‘DODO’’ Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen, 

Incorporated, in concert with Black Pi-
lots of America will honor three of 
Aviation’s Pioneer African American 
Women of Color, Bessie Coleman, Willa 
Beatrice Brown and Janet Harmon, at 
a ceremony to be held on Saturday, 
May 3, at the Lincoln Cemetery, 123rd 
and Kedzie Avenue in Chicago. 

I shall be pleased to join Mr. Rufus 
Hunt, aviation historian, and this 
group of aviation enthusiasts, flyers, 
former flyers, mechanics and others 
who love to fly and have dedicated 
themselves to keeping the legacy of 
these three women alive. 

Bessie Coleman was the first African 
American female pilot. She grew up in 
poverty and discrimination, came to 
Chicago from Texas, decided that she 
wanted to fly, and, with encourage-
ment from Robert Abbott, who was the 
owner of the Chicago Daily Defender 
newspaper, she was able to put to-
gether resources, go to Paris, go to 
France and learn to fly, which she did. 

She returned to America as a her-
oine, flew many exhibitions, and ulti-
mately though was unfortunately 
killed in an accident when a wrench 
got caught in the gears of her plane 
and she did not have her seat belt on 
and she was thrown out of the plane, 
and, unfortunately, died. 

There is a Bessie Coleman Drive at 
O’Hare Airport in Chicago that has 
been dedicated in her memory, and, of 
course, she has been placed on a stamp 
by the United States Post Office. 

Janet Harmon Bragg was born in 
Griffin, Georgia, grew up with her sib-
lings, decided that she wanted to fly 
and ultimately was the first African 
American woman to get a commercial 
pilot’s license. 

Willa Brown, an African American 
woman, ended up purchasing her own 
airplane, as well as organizing groups 
and clubs and organizations promoting 
flying. 

Mr. Speaker, all three of these 
women made tremendous contributions 
to the field of aviation, and every year 
people from the Tuskegee Airmen and 
other pilots groups fly over Bessie 
Coleman’s grave. They have done this 
since 1931, and it is a way of paying 
tribute to women of color and the con-
tributions that they have made to 
aviation. I commend them for this ef-
fort, for keeping these legacies alive.

Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, May 3, 2003, the 
Chicago ‘‘DODO’’ Chapter of Tuskegee Air-
man Incorporated, in concert with Black Pilots 
of America will honor three of Aviation’s Pio-
neer Women of Color, Bessie Coleman, Willa 
Beatrice Brown and Janet Harmon at a cere-
mony to be held on Saturday May 3, at the 
Lincoln Cemetry, 123rd and Kedzie Avenue in 
Chicago, Illinois. I shall be pleased to join Mr. 
Rufus Hunt, Aviation Historian and this group 
of aviation enthusiasts, flyers, former flyers, 
mechanics and others who love to fly and 
have dedicated themselves to keeping the leg-
acy of these three great women alive. 

Bessie Coleman (1892–1926). Bessie Cole-
man, the first African American female pilot, 
grew up in poverty and discrimination. The 
year after her birth in Atlanta, Texas, an Afri-
can American man was tortured and burned to 
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