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to the floor of the House to acknowl-
edge a valiant citizen of our commu-
nity. All of us have been giving our
praise and our commitment to the val-
iant troops who are now representing
us, and we wish them well, we wish
them a safe return, we wish for them
the resources that they need to finish
the job and to return to their families.
But in our own communities we have
valiant individuals who offer their
lives so that we might be safe.

Today in Houston, Texas we laid to
rest Charles Clark, Officer Charles
Clark, an individual who was selfless in
his commitment to our community, a
member of the Houston Police Depart-
ment who lost his life tragically in a
brutal robbery that also saw the loss of
Alfredia Jones, the mother of two chil-
dren.

Officer Clark was born and raised in
the community which he served: South
Park, Texas. Married for 24 years, with
a lovely wife by the name of Hilda, and
he was almost about to see 20 years of
service with the Houston Police depart-
ment. He was known as the consum-
mate police officer. He loved his job.
We are told that he wanted to serve in
the South Park community, where he
did not live, because he had been born
and raised there. The tragedy of his
death is that he was rushing to the
scene to help this young mother, a
young mother who was working to sup-
port her children at a cash-checking
place, when three or more brutal indi-
viduals who could find nothing in their
life to do but to kill two innocent
human beings on that day.

Mr. Speaker, we ask the question:
Can we do better as Americans?

I believe this valiant soul should be
laid to rest with our respect and admi-
ration, Mr. Speaker. So | come to the
floor today to pay tribute to Officer
Charles Clark, to tell him that may he
rest in peace and may he be considered
forever and ever in the annals of the
history of the Houston Police Depart-
ment, our dear friend. | thank him for
his service. May he rest with the an-
gels.

HELPING FELLOW AMERICANS

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to turn to an-
other subject, and that is a cry that
has been amongst us for a long time,
and that is helping fellow Americans.
Just recently we provided a bailout for
our airlines. I am gratified that today
we enthusiastically, although | wish it
had been unanimous, voted to instruct
the conferees to assist the airline em-
ployees. These are our neighbors, hard-
working neighbors who have been laid
off because of the tragedy of 9/11 and
the war. | hope that the conferees will
not ignore helping fellow Americans by
providing them with the 26 weeks of ex-
tended pay. These are mothers and fa-
thers, sisters and brothers, some of
them single parents who are supporting
their children, some of them going to
school and, frankly, they are suffering.
We can bail out the airlines, we can
cause them to pay off some of their
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debt, but that does not deal with the
human failure or the human need, and
that is those who are not working be-
cause of where we find ourselves.

So to the appropriators who may be
listening to the sound of our voices: We
have been trying to do this since 9/11,
and it has gotten worse. Let us do
something that is gratifying in helping
our fellow Americans.

THE AFTERMATH OF WAR

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Let me
simply close by saying that as we wish
well for our troops, we have something
to deal with: the aftermath of war, Mr.
Speaker. | intend to engage in a vig-
orous discussion so that we as Ameri-
cans can pull together, so that the
aftermath of this war can be one of rec-
onciliation, working with our world al-
lies.

I will be dropping legislation that
deals with the putting back together of
this Nation, but also putting back to-
gether the world feelings, relation-
ships. 1 hope that we will work with
NATO and the United Nations in a
working group, if you will, scenario
where we work together with the
United States involved and all of those
who are with us or against us, because,
Mr. Speaker, that is the right thing to
do. We must ensure that we reignite
the war against terrorism where all of
us were working together. We must re-
insure that we work on the Mideast
peace process, giving humanitarian aid,
rebuilding families, helping schools
and hospitals being built, as well as
recognizing the needs in this Nation.
We cannot do it unless we do it to-
gether.

I will be looking forward to dropping
that legislation and having my col-
leagues go forward and not go back-
wards.

Mr. Speaker, also, we will be looking
to give a briefing or to present a brief-
ing with several of the caucuses in this
Congress to deal with the aftermath of
war, the plight of the children. We have
not looked to the damage and the dan-
ger of children, not only of those in
Irag, but the children of our soldiers.
What has been the damage? What can
we do to assist or to help their lives be
better?

So | hope this Congress will join to-
gether in a bipartisan manner, Mr.
Speaker, to address the questions of
the aftermath of war. Peace still is a
possibility, that we may live in peace
in this world.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1036, PROTECTION OF LAW-
FUL COMMERCE IN ARMS ACT

Mr. SESsSIONS, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-64) on the resolution (H.
Res. 181) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1036) to prohibit civil li-
ability actions from being brought or
continued against manufacturers, dis-
tributors, dealers, or importers of fire-
arms or ammunition for damages re-
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sulting from the misuse of their prod-
ucts by others, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———————

HONORING STUDENT
DEMONSTRATORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from lllinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
democracy is the cornerstone of our
government. True democracy allows
room for dissent, discussion, and dem-
onstration.
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Last week, students from around the
country arrived in our Nation’s capital
to demonstrate in support of affirma-
tive action in higher education. They
actively participated in a peaceful way
in our democracy. And | am sure that
the founders of this Nation must have
been as proud of them as | am of the
students who participated.

Students marched, sang songs,
prayed, and urged the Supreme Court
to allow schools like the University of
Michigan to continue the practice of
allowing diversity in higher education.
The students realize that in spite of
the progress made over the last 40
years, minorities, women and people
with disabilities, still face major bar-
riers in education, business, and em-
ployment. They also realize that the
prerequisite for change is struggle, and
that without struggle there is indeed
no progress.

Many people dismiss students be-
cause they are generally perceived as
not actively engaged in the political
process. In addition, others suggest
that they are unwilling to sacrifice and
do the things necessary for group lib-
eration. The enlightened students | en-
countered at the Supreme Court rep-
resented America at its best. They rep-
resented America and its great diver-
sity.

Their message was clear, strong, and
compelling. It was a message that af-
firmative action is a powerful, proven,
and effective tool for removing the
remnants of prejudice and bias. It was
a message that affirmative action cap-
italizes on the strength of our diversity
and opens the doors for opportunities. |
am proud of the students who sac-
rificed their sleep, their classroom
work, to brave the cold weather and
proclaim that affirmative action is rel-
evant and needed in higher education.
They realized that education is the
great equalizer. It is the ladder to suc-
cess.

The thousands of students who dem-
onstrated came by train, car, bus and
many on foot. The impressive gath-
ering of college and high school stu-
dents was reminiscent of some of the
activities done to achieve fairness and
equalities throughout the 1960’s. Of
course, the challenge for all of us now
is to keep the momentum and the pres-
sure on.
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Again, | commend the students for
standing for something as important as
equal opportunity to higher education.
I commend them for their efforts and
remind them that the struggle must
continue.

———

STRENGTHENING AMERICAN BOR-
DERS AGAINST ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PORTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
TANCREDO) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | come
to the floor tonight to discuss the issue
of immigration and immigration re-
form. It is a topic that | often take this
floor in order to advance, and | have
over the last several weeks chosen to
separate the topic up into various com-
ponent parts. And we talked about im-
migration reform and how much it was
needed because of the dangerous situa-
tions that exist on our borders. That
was the first week.

We talked about, the next week, I
tried to address the issue of immigra-
tion and open borders and what that
meant to the importation of drugs into
the country and the impact that that is
having on our land.

Today | am going to talk about an-
other aspect of this subject that is sel-
dom discussed. It is one that a lot of
people do not want to really focus on
because they are not sure how to deal
with it. | think specifically of the peo-
ple in, say, the Sierra Club, Friends of
the Earth, and a variety of other envi-
ronmental organizations that are out
there and that focus in on matters that
harm the environment; and they have
constantly come to us, come to this
body in the form of lobbying activity
to tell us that we have to do more to
protect the land and the environment,
the water, the air, because of what man
is doing to it. And yet there is almost
a deafening silence, if you will, from
the same people, the same organiza-
tions, when it comes to the degrada-
tion of the land that is as a result of
the massive numbers of people coming
across our borders illegally, the mil-
lions of people that are crossing these
borders.

There is a great quote from a gen-
tleman who is the program manager of
something called the National Parks
Conservation Association. His name is
Randall Rasmussen. Mr. Rasmussen
said, ““Organ Pipe National Monument
is becoming Organ Pipe National Ca-
tastrophe.”” | call it the Organ Pipe
Cactus National Dump.

I have been down there several times
in Arizona. Of course, that part of the
country is beautiful. Arizona has a 372-
mile border with Mexico and it ranges
from very sandy deserts and lava flows
in the West, where you get about 3 or
4 inches of rainfall in a wet year, to
oak-dotted grasslands and mountain-
top forests in the East, where snowfall
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may be measured in feet. Really, few
areas of the North American continent
boast such natural beauty and such a
great amount of diversity. Yet, cutting
across that landscape is one huge prob-
lem.

The entire region is getting ham-
mered by wave after wave after wave of
illegal border crossers, by horse, by
foot, by bicycle, motorcycle, all-ter-
rain vehicles, cars, trucks, even
utralight gliders. They stream across
the border every day and every night.
They dump tons of trash and human
feces in places that are set aside for
their scenic beauty. They blaze hun-
dreds of new roads and trails through
fragile desert soils. They ruin habitats
for endangered species and they start
forest fires that consume hundreds of
thousands of acres of forest and brush.

When | was visiting the Coronado Na-
tional Forest not too long ago, | left
there on a Sunday morning and a fire
started by an illegal alien campsite had
been left unattended after starting a
warming fire in the evening, and then
they walk on, and they leave the fire
often times burning, it caught the rest
of the brush on fire, and before |1 got
back to Denver on the plane, before |
got back to Denver, it had consumed
35,000 acres in the Coronado National
Forest. We did not hear much about
that. Even if we did, we probably only
heard about the fire, but no one wanted
to talk about how it started because
this is a delicate subject. This is be-
cause people get very antsy, even here
in this body, when we start talking
about immigration and the impact of
illegal immigration especially on the
Nation.

The reason why | have divided this
subject up into various component
parts is because it is an enormous sub-
ject. It has enormous, massive implica-
tions, immigration, that is, for our Na-
tion. | have often said that it will de-
termine not just what kind of a Nation
we will be in the future, that is divided
and balkanized, it will determine
whether or not we will be a Nation at
all. And there are, as | say, implica-
tions of massive immigration into this
country which are absolutely incred-
ible and need to be talked about, need
to be debated, even if it makes people
uncomfortable. And certainly this is
one part of it. This is just one part.
That is the environment.

Mr. Speaker, | have been down to the
border several times. | have been both
to the northern and southern borders of
the country. And the sites that | see
are sites | wish many of my colleagues
here on the floor would also see. Sites
like this on Department of Interior
wildland where new trails, abandoned
vehicles, trash, and human waste are
strewn. These are trails that you see
all over that particular part of coun-
try. Trails like this. When you look on
a trail map, by the way, there is no
trail there on the map, because these
are not official trails. These are all
made by people walking through by the
hundreds, by the thousands; in fact, by
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the millions. Once they start these
trails, they will use them for a couple
of weeks, and then they think that we
put sensors on them, and sometimes we
do, the Border Patrol puts a sensor on
there, so therefore what will happen is
they will move over a little bit.

When you fly over this area, you look
down and it looks like cobwebs that
spread out from a particular area com-
ing across the border, but it is really
just the number of people that have
come across by foot, by horse, even, as
I say, bicycles sometimes, and often
times by cars. Vehicles will be driving
along a highway that is adjacent to a
national park or some sort of protected
site, we will say a national forest, and
at some point in time they just decide
this is it, and they will peel right off of
the highway and start right through
the forest. And so as you drive along
that road, it may be a blacktop road,
as you drive along you can see on both
sides where people have simply driven
off the road into the desert and, of
course, are trying to take people into
this country and drugs into this coun-
try illegally, and they have caused
enormous damage to that environment.

They leave cars. Again, once they
abandon the vehicle, once they take
the drugs that they were carrying in or
the people that they are carrying in
and move them to a driven form of
transportation, they usually abandon
the vehicle. So if you fly over this area
you will see literally hundreds and
hundreds of abandoned vehicles in the
desert rotting away. They leave
clothes. They leave trash, water bot-
tles like this in areas sometimes that
encompass 50 or 60 acres and are knee-
deep in trash. These are called pick-up
sites. These sites are areas where peo-
ple will come to on foot. They will
come across the border on foot into the
United States, and then they have been
told where they should gather. And it
is often on private land. It is often,
however, in the middle of a national
park or a national forest area. They
gather and they wait to be picked up to
be taken into the interior of the United
States.

Sometimes these groups will be as
large as several hundred. And over the
course of about a month, many thou-
sands will have gathered in one place,
waiting for their transportation into
the United States. And they are told by
the people who bring them here, and
often times we refer to these people as
‘“‘coyotes,” these are people paid by
Mexican immigrants, primarily Mexi-
cans, but certainly not entirely by
Mexicans, paid by the immigrant com-
ing into the country, the illegal, some-
times $1,500, sometimes if the case is
more difficult it gets more expensive,
where in fact we have cases today
where we are looking very carefully at
people coming into the country from
places like Irag and Iran and all over
the Middle East. These folks have to
pay upwards of $30,000 to have to be
smuggled into the United States. So it
has become a very big business.
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