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Coordinating Council on Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention for a 
3-year term: 

Mr. Michael J. Mahoney of Chicago, 
Illinois. 

f 

HAITIAN TELEVISION NETWORK 
DEBUTS 

(Mr. MEEK of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring attention to Mem-
bers and to our Nation of an important 
point in television history that took 
place on Friday, March 28, 2003. The 
Haitian Television Network of America 
went on the air in Miami, Florida. The 
Haitian Television Network is the first 
Creole and French language 24-hour-a-
day station in the Nation. We were 
very proud, based on the fact that it is 
in Miami. 

After years of programming on public 
access stations on cable, the president 
of the station, Claude Mancuso, has 
succeeded in his vision of reaching a 
broader audience. Mr. Mancuso has 
also worked within the Haitian com-
munity in providing Haitian program-
ming. This is very important to our 
Haitian-Americans, that their Haitian 
culture, religion and history is daily 
programmed throughout south Florida 
and throughout the Nation. News, 
sports, movies, sitcoms and documen-
tary programs for children are going to 
be able to help our Nation grow and un-
derstand one another. The Haitian-
American population is estimated na-
tionally at over 2 million, with over 
700,000 Haitian-Americans residing in 
the State of Florida, with 500,000 in 
south Florida. I commend the Haitian 
Television Network for achieving its 
goal of being able to be a 24-hour sta-
tion and look forward to many years of 
programming. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f 

COMMENDING ARMY RESERVE’S 
319TH TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion is at war. Thousands of the fight-
ing men and women of our Armed 
Forces are serving on the battlefields 
of Iraq, defending freedom, liberating 
the Iraqi people, and making our world 
a safer place to live. Today I rise to 
recognize and commend all of these 
courageous service personnel, but wish 
to pay particular tribute to the brave 
soldiers serving in the 319th Transpor-

tation Company. The 319th, part of the 
larger 375th Transportation Group out 
of Mobile, Alabama, is an Army Re-
serve unit based in my hometown of 
Augusta, Georgia. 

The 319th has a proud history. During 
the Vietnam War, the 319th Transpor-
tation Company logged over a million 
miles, delivered over 92,000 tons to the 
battlefield, and was ambushed by the 
enemy on seven separate occasions. 

Today, for the Reservists serving in 
the 319th, the voyage from Wrightsboro 
Road Reserve Center in Augusta to the 
war zone of Iraq began this past Janu-
ary with a short trip to nearby Ft. 
Stewart for specialized training. Then 
in mid-February, the 319th Transpor-
tation Company, along with the unit 
commander, Captain Mohandas Martin, 
deployed to northern Kuwait where 
they received their assignment, to sup-
port the more than 50,000 Marines in 
the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force. 

When Saddam Hussein thumbed his 
nose for the last time and the war 
began in Iraq roughly 3 weeks ago now, 
the 319th began the next phase of their 
voyage, going into the deserts of Iraq, 
delivering by truck the critically im-
portant fuel to the Marines advancing 
to Baghdad and Saddam Hussein’s final 
day of reckoning. 

Their mission is an unheralded one; 
but as we have all realized on the 
round-the-clock cable news broadcasts, 
it is the success of the supply units 
traveling the roads of Iraq, like the 
319th, that have been vital in the early 
success of our coalition forces and will 
ensure our ultimate victory. 

As I said, Mr. Speaker, theirs is an 
unheralded mission, but also one that 
puts the members of the 319th at great 
risk and peril. In their first week oper-
ating in Iraq, the 319th headed out 
from their base of Camp Viper in Iraq 
for a multiday mission to deliver fuel 
near the front lines. According to the 
reports, while on their journey, vehi-
cles of the company came under heavy 
enemy fire more than once in their am-
bush attempts. Thanks in large part to 
the efforts of the Marines, the 319th 
continues to supply, the attacks were 
thwarted, and all members of the 319th 
Transportation Company returned 
safely to regroup and prepare for the 
next mission and the next journey to 
the front lines of war. 

Mr. Speaker, to the people of the 
Ninth Congressional District of Geor-
gia, my constituents, the soldiers of 
the 319th Transportation Company rep-
resent different things: a good neighbor 
who lives down the street, a close rel-
ative or spouse that is sorely missed at 
home, or even a mother or father to a 
child that misses a parent and needs 
them back. It is true the soldiers of the 
319th Transportation Company are all 
different, but they are all the same in 
one simple and very important way, 
they are all heroes. 

Because of them, these same Marines 
moved closer to finally ending Saddam 
Hussein’s horrific reign of terror and 
ability to aid and assist terrorists 

around the globe. Because of them and 
others serving in the war today, loy-
alty, duty, honor, and personal courage 
are not words relegated to the history 
books, but instead living and shining 
examples for all of us on the battle-
fields of Iraq. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, it is because of 
them that the battle cry in our Na-
tion’s war against terrorism is particu-
larly meaningful today in the deserts 
of Iraq. So finally I say to the 319th, 
keep up the good work and ‘‘Let’s 
roll.’’

f 

b 1800 

NATIONAL RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BURGESS). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. LIPINSKI) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, freight 
transportation is a vital and growing 
industry in the United States. Rail is 
the most prudent way of expanding the 
capacity to accommodate growth in 
freight traffic, allowing for congestion 
relief on our roadways, cost benefits to 
shippers, and improving our air qual-
ity. However, our Nation’s aging and 
congested infrastructure does not ade-
quately support the rail needs of today. 
Across the country from Los Angeles 
to Chicago to New York City, the 
movement of freight is being stalled 
and delayed by a variety of bottle-
necks. For example, every day 37,500 
freight cars travel through Chicago at 
a snail’s pace of 7 to 12 miles per hour. 
Added on top of that, 700 commuter 
and Amtrak trains. Today it takes 2 
days to move rail shipments through 
Chicago. 

It is clear that capacity constraints 
and congestion thrive within our rail 
system and the situation is quickly 
worsening. The Chicago Area Transpor-
tation Study predicts that freight car 
traffic through the Chicagoland area 
will increase nearly 79 percent in less 
than two decades. But this is not just 
the Chicago problem. A recent report 
from the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Of-
ficials states that growth in domestic 
and international freight tonnage is ex-
pected to grow 67 percent by the year 
2020. The result will mean a shift of 900 
million tons of freight onto our inter-
state system, adding a $21 billion need 
to highway costs in the next 17 years. 

In an economy where just-in-time de-
livery demands are the norm, slow 
cross-country freight movement re-
sults in economic losses that are felt 
throughout the United States of Amer-
ica. Our communities also suffer. Traf-
fic tie-ups and idling trains affect the 
quality of life of many of our constitu-
ents. 

The status quo must not continue. As 
Daniel Burnham, the famous Chicago-
based architect and city planner, en-
couraged us to ‘‘make no small plans,’’ 
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we need to make big plans to address 
these tremendous capital needs. In 
order to sufficiently fund our country’s 
freight rail infrastructure needs, the 
Federal Government should create a 
new significant and dedicated stream 
of funds for rail projects. Just as we 
have a Highway Trust Fund and an 
Aviation Trust Fund, the legislation I 
introduced last week, H.R. 1617, would 
create a National Rail Infrastructure 
Program. 

As in all things here in Washington, 
the big question on everyone’s mind is 
where can we get the funds to support 
these needs? H.R. 1617 would fund these 
improvements through various funding 
streams including a reallocation of the 
4.3 cents per gallon diesel-fuel tax that 
railroads currently pay into the gen-
eral revenue fund. I believe that put-
ting these funds into a rail infrastruc-
ture program that would benefit the 
public is the only logical thing to do. 
The total revenue stream in my legis-
lation would amount to about $3 billion 
per year. 

There are some who may disagree 
with such a proposal; however, it would 
be a serious mistake to ignore our 
country’s growing rail infrastructure 
needs and the gridlock that will result 
if we fail to expand our freight rail ca-
pacity. So let us heed Daniel 
Burnham’s remarks. Let us think big 
and make some big plans to address the 
growing national problem facing our 
rail system. I hope my colleagues will 
join the 25 bipartisan co-sponsors and 
me and support H.R. 1617, the National 
Rail Infrastructure Program. 

Remember, this Nation is great be-
cause we dare to dream great dreams. 
Please support this bill because this 
bill can do what we need to be done for 
freight movement in this Nation.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
AIRLINE WORKERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today, fi-
nally, 18 months after it was promised, 
the United States House of Representa-
tives voted overwhelmingly, almost 2 
to 1 when finally forced, to provide 
some financial assistance to the 150,000 
airline workers who have lost their 
jobs as a result of 9/11 and the horren-
dous recession in the United States. It 
is expected that as many as another 
70,000 will lose their jobs because of the 
slowdown in travel due to the war in 
Iraq and even more probably with the 
threat of SARS and other problems. 

It is time that we recognize the serv-
ice of these people to our country and 
the fact that they need a little bit of 
help in their time of need. The Con-
gress rushed through a $15 billion air-
line bailout shortly after 9/11 to try to 
help keep the industry in the air when 
people were afraid to fly. And that bail-
out provided more funds in one day 
than the entire deregulated industry 
has made in its entire history. Its en-
tire 26-year history was eclipsed, their 
profits, by that one bill. 

But the bill glaringly omitted any as-
sistance directly to workers and it 
meaninglessly pretended to limit the 
salaries of CEOs. I have seen the re-
sults of the meaningless limits adopted 
by that legislation 2 years ago, or 18 
months ago, in bailing out the airlines 
with the huge compensation packages 
and salaries and specially protected re-
tirement that is being made available 
to the executives. It is defended. They 
said how could we get execs to work 
here if we did not pay them these out-
rageous salaries and if we did not to-
tally protect their retirement? Guess 
what? All of the line workers, all the 
flight attendants, all the pilots, all the 
mechanics, all the gate agents, all the 
ticket agents, none of those people 
have specially protected pensions, and 
yet there has not been support from 
the industry or from this administra-
tion or from the majority in this House 
of Representatives to help those dis-
tressed workers. 

And finally today, in one of those op-
portunities that rarely comes, a week 
ago when we were taking up the sup-
plemental bill I tried to offer an 
amendment to help the workers; in 
fact, a Republican Member had gone 
earlier to a press conference with me 
and others to announce the legislation, 
and I asked him if he would go to the 
Committee on Rules and ask to have it 
made in order during the bill, and he 
said absolutely. Guess what? He did not 
show up. He did not show up because he 
was intimidated by the Republican 
leadership. 

I came to the floor and offered that 
amendment, but the Republicans 
struck it down on a procedural techni-
cality. They said we cannot take up a 
bill here to help the workers. We will 
get to it soon. Just like the 18 months 
we had promised previously, soon. Soon 
when? 

Today, because we had one oppor-
tunity, which was a motion to instruct, 
usually a technical sort of thing in the 
House of Representative, we focused in 
on assistance to workers that has been 
long overdue; and when forced to vote, 
we find that nearly two-thirds of the 
United States House of Representatives 
supports that, but their leadership and 
the White House leadership has been 
preventing us from taking that step. 

Congratulations to the House for 
that vote today and shame on the lead-
ership and shame on the leadership 
downtown that did not allow that vote, 
and shame on them if they find some 
way to try to kill this in the con-

ference committee because the White 
House is objecting that there is too 
much money in the bill to help the air-
lines now that we have added a little 
bit of money to directly help the work-
ers. We will all be watching to see what 
comes in that final conference report, 
and we will know who killed the assist-
ance to workers if it is stripped out of 
the bill. 

After this overwhelming vote here 
and the overwhelming vote in the Sen-
ate, let the majority work its will and 
let us help these workers and their 
families.

f 

AUTISM AND VACCINATIONS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, on a regular basis I come down here 
and talk about children who are autis-
tic and the reasons for it. We have been 
receiving letters from across the coun-
try from literally hundreds and prob-
ably thousands of parents who have au-
tistic children, and they do not know 
what to do about it, and all of them be-
lieve their children were damaged by 
the mercury that is in vaccines. It has 
been in children’s vaccines for a long, 
long time. 

Children get between 25 and 30 vac-
cinations before they go to school, and 
up until just recently almost all of 
them contained thimerosal which was 
50 percent mercury. We all know mer-
cury is toxic to the brain, and yet they 
had it as a preservative in vaccines. 
And our children, in my opinion, and 
scientists and doctors from across the 
globe and here in the States believe 
that mercury in the vaccines was one 
of the major causes. 

Here on this easel I have pictures of 
probably 50 or 60 or 70 kids who were 
damaged by the mercury in the vac-
cines, and I have letters that I read 
every night. We have a system here 
called the Vaccine Injury Compensa-
tion Fund that is supposed to take care 
of these children if they are damaged 
by vaccines. It has $1.8 billion in it. It 
is supposed to protect the pharma-
ceutical companies from lawsuits, and 
yet these parents of these kids have 
had a very difficult time getting satis-
faction and restitution from that fund, 
and many of them, because there was a 
3-year statute of limitations, could not 
even get in the fund. 

The reason I bring this up right now 
is because we are in the process of 
working on legislation that would deal 
with this problem, that would help 
these kids who missed the opportunity 
by getting in that 3-year window of op-
portunity to be put in the program so 
that their case could be reviewed on a 
case-by-case basis by the special mas-
ter. These families are spending hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, they are 
going bankrupt, selling their homes, 
borrowing money, doing everything to 
help their children, and there is no-
where for them to turn. We need to 
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