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But the brilliance, the charisma, the 
force of vision of Zoran Djindjic 
steered Serbia away from an era of eth-
nic cleansing and towards liberty and 
equality. The Prime Minister was a re-
former who envisioned a free and mod-
ern Europe. In less than 2 years he lib-
eralized markets, elections, the press, 
and parliamentary debate. He showed 
that the human spirit and desire for 
freedom can never be extinguished. 

Through calm persuasion he brokered 
a compromise with Montenegro, helped 
prevent further bloodshed in Kosovo, 
restored human rights and economic 
realization, the rule of law to a nation 
torn apart by four wars and two rebel-
lions started by his predecessor, 
Milosevic. 

After extraditing Milosevic and other 
war criminals, the world contributed 
more than $1 billion in economic aid 
which proved a tremendous boost to a 
people whose standard of living had 
long been the worst in Europe. He 
taught his countrymen to appreciate 
the rewards of integrating into the Eu-
rope of tomorrow, the Europe of the 
21st century, and his steadfast pursuit 
of reforms gave democracy a foothold 
in Serbia and the people of Serbia a 
hope of tomorrow. 

In these difficult times, Mr. Speaker, 
we stand with our friends in the Bal-
kans as they mourn a fallen hero and 
search for a new leader dedicated to 
fulfilling the democratic vision of mod-
ern Serbia who will always be remem-
bered in history for his honor, his 
greatness, and his selfless commitment 
to the public good.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) for ex-
pediting the consideration of this reso-
lution. I want to particularly note the 
contributions of the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. EMANUEL) who had the 
major role in drafting the legislation. I 
am grateful to have his assistance and 
his cosponsorship along with a substan-
tial number of other Members who be-
lieve this is an important way for the 
House to recognize the contributions of 
the Prime Minister.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to express my deepest condo-
lences to the nation of Serbia, the friends, 
family, admirers and supporters or Zoran 
Djindjic. The Serbian prime minister, who was 
tragically assassinated, was a leading pro-
ponent of democracy, human rights, and 
progress for the country of Serbia. 

The assassination of Prime Minister Djindjic 
was more than the killing of an admirable 
leader; it was a heinous attack on democracy. 
Mr. Djindjic was elected Belgrade’s first non-
communist mayor since World War II. He be-
lieved in the ideal and principles of maintain-
ing a democratic state, and dedicated himself 
to pursuing that cause. 

We can thank Zoran Djindjic for being a 
chief organizer of the Yugoslav presidential 
elections in September 2000. We also owe 
him tribute as being a principal strategist for 
the October 2000 uprising, which led to the 

delivery of Slobodan Milosevic to the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal. Mr. Djindjic under-
stood that horrific war crimes were being com-
mitted, and was there to support his people to 
see their persecutor punished. 

Zoran Djindjic was elected Prime Minister of 
Serbia on January 25, 2001. In his two year 
tenure, he sought to advance democracy, 
human rights and free market reforms. The 
United States values its democratic cohorts, 
and we can appreciate even more the people 
who seek to bring democracy to a region that 
has not had the privilege of maintaining it. Mr. 
Djindjic was an effective democratic leader; he 
raised the low living standard and opened the 
Serbian markets to precipitate trade through-
out Europe. He was a stable Prime Minister 
who effectively dealt with the task of keeping 
a 17 party coalition government. 

Zoran Djindjic understood the value of 
human rights, and worked tirelessly to main-
tain equal opportunities in a country that had 
been vacated of such leadership for half a 
century. He was an advocate of civil liberties 
and individual freedoms. We should feel so 
lucky to have had an ally of our American 
principles over in Eastern Europe. 

The death of Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic 
is a travesty on so many levels. We have lost 
one of our democratic allies, someone who 
wanted the best for his country. The Serbian 
people have lost one of their greatest leaders. 
I stand firmly in support of this resolution, so 
the United States Congress can show its sym-
pathy in a time of great mourning.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
no additional speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TERRY). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 149. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING 
SYSTEMATIC HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IN CUBA COM-
MITTED BY CASTRO REGIME 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 179) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives regarding the systematic human 
rights violations in Cuba committed by 
the Castro regime, calling for the im-
mediate release of all political pris-
oners, and supporting respect for basic 
human rights and free elections in 
Cuba. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 179

Whereas the Cuban Government continues 
to repress all peaceful attempts by the 

Cuban people to bring democratic change to 
the island by denying universally recognized 
liberties, including freedom of speech, as-
sembly, association, movement and of the 
press; 

Whereas on March 9, 2003, many of Cuba’s 
prominent dissidents issued a statement ti-
tled ‘‘Joint Statement’’ to the European 
Union, wherein they reaffirmed their view of 
the Cuban Government’s ‘‘total vocation to 
immobility and its refusal to respect inter-
nationally recognized human rights or ac-
cept the existence of legitimate political op-
position’’ and further stated that ‘‘in recent 
times the Cuban Government has intensified 
its political and social repression’’; 

Whereas commencing on March 17, 2003, 
the Cuban Government carried out a mas-
sive, island wide crackdown on members of 
Cuba’s pro-democracy movement, which in-
cluded the arrest of over 80 dissidents, 
among them many who signed the ‘‘Joint 
Statement’’, activists of the Assembly to 
Promote Civil Society, promoters of the 
Varela Project, independent journalists, and 
numerous members of Cuba’s nascent inde-
pendent civil society; 

Whereas the Cuban Government arbitrarily 
searched the homes and confiscated personal 
items belonging to pro-democracy activists; 

Whereas independent journalists were 
among those incarcerated in this massive 
crackdown, including Raul Rivero, known as 
the dean of the dissident independent jour-
nalists in Cuba; 

Whereas independent librarians, who make 
their homes available so that the Cuban pop-
ulation may have access to publications oth-
erwise censored by the Cuban Government, 
also became victims of repression, as many 
were arrested, their homes ransacked and 
searched, and publications and other belong-
ings confiscated; 

Whereas Marta Beatriz Roque, and other 
leaders of the ‘‘Assembly to Promote Civil 
Society’’, an islandwide movement seeking 
to coordinate the various sectors of Cuba’s 
nascent independent civil society who work 
for a democratic transition, were incarcer-
ated and face lengthy sentences, including 
life sentences; 

Whereas activists who have collected or 
signed petitions for the Varela Project were 
also incarcerated in this crackdown and may 
also face life sentences; 

Whereas more than 80 pro-democracy lead-
ers who work for a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy in Cuba have been incarcerated and 
sentenced under ‘‘Law 88’’ and ‘‘Law 91’’, two 
draconian totalitarian laws that call for long 
sentences of 10, 15, or 20 years, or life impris-
onment, or even death for pro-democracy ac-
tivity; 

Whereas there is concern for the well-being 
and safety for all of Cuba’s political pris-
oners, particularly Juan Carlos Gonzalez 
Leyva, who is a blind human rights activist 
incarcerated since March of 2002 without 
being formally charged, and Leonardo 
Bruzon Avila, who has been denied medical 
attention according to Amnesty Inter-
national, despite the effects of a prolonged 
hunger strike while in prison.; 

Whereas a plea for solidarity was made 
from within the notoriously harsh prison in 
Cuba known as ‘‘Combinado del Este’’ and 
signed by 21 political prisoners, among them 
Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet, Francisco Chaviano, 
Rafael Ibarra, and Jorge Luis Garcia Perez 
‘‘Antunez’’ to the member states of the 59th 
Session of the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission; 

Whereas the Cuban Government has car-
ried out ‘‘summary trials’’ to expeditiously 
sentence pro-democracy leaders to try to in-
timidate and silence other pro-democracy 
activists on the island, while world attention 
is primarily focused on Iraq; 
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Whereas the Castro regime has engaged in 

mass arrests of dissidents while the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights, of 
which Cuba is a member, is meeting in Gene-
va; 

Whereas certain member countries of the 
Latin American and Caribbean group 
(GRULAC) at the United Nations Commis-
sion on Human Rights are currently drafting 
a resolution on the violations of human 
rights by the Cuban Government; 

Whereas the Cuban Government has re-
peatedly violated the rights enshrined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
Inter-American Convention on Human 
Rights, and other international and regional 
human rights agreements, and has violated 
the mandates issued by the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights; 

Whereas foreign diplomats and members of 
the international press have been barred by 
the Cuban Government from being present at 
the ‘‘summary trials’’; and 

Whereas pro-democracy leaders on the is-
land have come together to call for the im-
mediate release of all Cuban political pris-
oners, and are requesting international soli-
darity with the internal opposition, as re-
flected in a March 31, 2003, statement signed 
by some of the most prominent dissidents on 
the island: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the brutal crackdown of the 
Cuban Government on the island’s peaceful 
pro-democracy movement; 

(2) calls for the immediate release of all 
Cuban political prisoners; 

(3) supports the right of the Cuban people 
to exercise fundamental political and civil 
liberties, including freedom of expression, 
assembly, association, movement, press, and 
the right to multiparty elections; 

(4) calls on the United States Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations and 
other International Organizations in Geneva, 
Switzerland, to work with the member coun-
tries of the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights to ensure a resolution that in-
cludes the strongest possible condemnation 
of the current crackdown of dissidents and of 
the gross human rights violations committed 
by the Cuban Government; and 

(5) calls on the Latin American and Carib-
bean group (GRULAC) at the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights to exclude 
Cuba from its slate of candidates for the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights and urges all member nations to op-
pose renewing Cuba’s membership on the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights until the Government of Cuba ad-
heres to international human rights stand-
ards, such as those delineated in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Nobel peace laureate Eli Wiesel has 
said: ‘‘. . . to remain silent and indif-
ferent is the greatest sin of all . . .’’ 

Indifference breeds evil. Indifference 
is the enemy of freedom. Indifference 
helps cloak the deplorable actions of 
tyrants. 

Cuba’s ruthless dictator counts on 
this indifference. Taking advantage of 
global attention being focused on Iraq 
and noting the worldwide tendency to 
ignore or minimize the deplorable 
human rights condition in Cuba, the 
Castro regime has launched a full-scale 
assault on those who are struggling to 
bring freedom and democracy to this 
enslaved nation. Courageous men and 
women such as Marta Beatriz Roque, 
an independent economist and leading 
pro-democracy advocate, are being sen-
tenced to harsh prison terms of 20 
years. Marta Beatriz had previously 
spent nearly 3 years in prison for pub-
lishing, along with three other col-
leagues, a paper calling for democratic 
reforms. Independent journalists such 
as Raul Rivero, who is highlighted in 
the resolution before us, as the dean of 
the independent dissident Cuban jour-
nalists, was sentenced to 20 years. Fel-
low journalists such as Ricardo Gon-
zalez Alfonso and Hector Maseda 
Gutierrez also received 20-year sen-
tences. 

Other victims of this wave of repres-
sion include Jose Daniel Ferrer, a 
member of the Christian Liberation 
Movement, whose penalty was in-
creased to death per a special request 
by the puppet whom the regime has as 
the presiding judge. There is also inde-
pendent union labor leader Oscar 
Espinosa Chepe, and Manuel Vazquez 
Portal, Nelson Molinet Espino and Nel-
son Alberto Aguiar. 

I enter into the RECORD their names 
and their sentences.

PINAR DEL RIÓ 
Vı́ctor Rolando Arroyo Carmona, 

Periodista Independiente—Life in prison. 
Horacio Julio Piña Borrego, Periodista 

Independiente—12 years. 
Eduardo Diáz Fleitas, opositor—15 years. 
Fidel Suárez Cruz, opositor—12 years. 

CIUDAD HABANA 
Raúl Rivero Castañeda, Periodista 

Independiente—Life in prison. 
Jorge Olivera Castillo, Periodista 

Independiente—Life in prison. 
Ricardo Gonzáles Alfonso, Periodista 

Independiente—Life in prison. 
Héctor Maceda Gutiérrez, Periodista 

Independiente—Life in prison. 
Manuel Vázquez Portal, Periodista 

Independiente—16 years. 
Osvaldo Alfonso Valdez, opositor—Life in 

prison. 
Pedro Pablo Álvarez Ramos, opositor—Life 

in prison. 
Héctor Palacio Ruiz, opositor—Life in pris-

on. 
LA HABANA 

Miguel Galvań Gutiérrez, Periodista 
Independiente—Life in prison. 

José Ubaldo Izquierdo Hernández, 
Periodista Independiente—20 years. 

Héctor Raúl Valle Hernández, opositor—15 
years. 

VILLA CLARA 
Librado Linares Garcı́a, Periodista 

Independiente—20 years. 
Lester González Pentón, Periodista 

Independiente—20 years. 
Omar Ruiz Hernández, Periodista 

Independiente—18 years. 
Margarito Broche Espinosa, opositor—25 

years. 
Omar Pernet Hernández, opositor—25 

years. 
ISLA DE PINO 

Favio Prieto Llorente, Periodista 
Independiente—20 years.

The list seems endless as the 
daunting reality of what the dictator-
ship has done sinks into our conscious-
ness. Since March 18, Mr. Speaker, Cas-
tro’s security agents have been storm-
ing into the homes of dissidents and 
other opposition leaders across the is-
land, confiscating typewriters, books, 
papers, and other professional and per-
sonal belongings. And what have been 
their so-called crimes? Engaging in 
such ‘‘threatening’’ activities such as 
possessing and lending books by au-
thors such as Vaclac Havel, Ghandi and 
Martin Luther King. Hector Palacios 
Ruiz, for example, was engaged in such 
‘‘treasonous’’ behavior, to quote the re-
gime, as helping to draft the document 
in December of last year which called 
for ‘‘free hiring of employees.’’ He was 
also found in possession of books such 
as ‘‘Castro’s Final Hours’’ and ‘‘A Man-
ual for Education in Human Rights’’ as 
well as children’s games. 

Every day more and more opposition 
leaders are sentenced to languish in 
squalid jail cells and subjected to the 
most inhumane and degrading treat-
ment. We cannot and must not be si-
lent. We cannot and must not be indif-
ferent to the anguish and misery en-
dured by the Cuban people just 90 miles 
off our shores at the hands of the de-
praved and cruel dictator and his 
agents of terror. 

The European Union has issued state-
ments condemning the arrests and de-
manding that these prisoners of con-
science be immediately released. Am-
nesty International urged Cuba to re-
lease all of its prisoners of conscience 
and reform the laws which make such 
detentions possible. Human Rights 
Watch called on the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights to con-
demn these abuses and do so strongly 
and unequivocally. Human Rights 
International, the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, and the Inter-
American Press Association have all 
denounced this incredible Stalinist 
crackdown. Newspapers such as the 
Houston Chronicle, the San Diego 
Union Tribune, the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette have run editorials with head-
lines underscoring that: ‘‘Saddam and 
Fidel are Birds of a Feather’’; ‘‘Crack-
down in Cuba: A Reminder that Castro 
is Still a Tyrant’’; and ‘‘Castro’s Re-
gime as Repressive as Ever.’’

The Los Angeles Times led its edi-
torials by saying: ‘‘After years of call-
ing for liberalized relations with Cuba, 
this editorial page must now urge 
American policymakers to hit the 
brakes.’’
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Just today the Washington Post ran 

an editorial by Richard Cohen which 
said: ‘‘I would like to hear some moral 
outrage about Castro . . . Fidel Castro 
is a thug and a fool.’’

But it is our turn now to speak. It is 
our time for the U.S. Congress to stand 
behind the Cuban people, side by side, 
as it has done for so many times before 
and is so doing with the Iraqi people. 

This resolution is a strong first step. 
House Resolution 179 details the se-
quence of events which have transpired 
in recent weeks and places particular 
emphasis on the plight of these polit-
ical prisoners such as Juan Carlos Gon-
zalez Leyva, a blind human rights dis-
sident imprisoned for over a year who 
is gravely ill and has yet to receive 
medical attention.

b 1445 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume 
and rise in strong support of this reso-
lution. 

Mr. Speaker, first I would like to 
thank my friend, the gentleman from 
Illinois (Chairman HYDE), for expe-
diting consideration of this resolution; 
and I want to congratulate my good 
friend, the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), for her powerful 
and eloquent statement and for her 
leadership on this resolution, as well as 
my colleagues, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART). 

Mr. Speaker, after several years of 
masquerading as a liberalizing regime, 
the brutal and deplorable nature of 
Fidel Castro’s sickening communist 
state has manifested itself once again. 

In the last couple of weeks, Castro’s 
thugs have arrested and detained ap-
proximately 80 Cubans. Their crime? 
They sought to express their disagree-
ment with their government, provide 
an independent media voice, stock 
their shelves with banned literature 
that reports the interests of inde-
pendent labor, and otherwise improve 
the lot of their fellow citizens. 

Among those arrested, Mr. Speaker, 
were prominent political dissidents, 
such as Marta Beatriz Roque; inde-
pendent journalists, such as Raul 
Rivero and Ricardo Gonzalez; inde-
pendent labor advocates, like Pedro 
Pablo Alvarez; and civil society activ-
ists, such as Antonio Diaz Sanchez of 
the Varela Project. 

The Castro regime intends to place 
these and other individuals on trial in 
what have been called kangaroo courts 
for allegedly collaborating with the 
United States to harm Cuba and its 
economy. 

Just yesterday, a sham court sen-
tenced Marta Beatriz Roque, Antonio 
Diaz Sanchez and Ricardo Gonzalez Al-
fonso, among others, to 20 years in 
prison for ‘‘acts of conspiracy.’’ Nei-
ther representatives of the diplomatic 
corps nor the international press were 

permitted to witness the summary 
trials, which does not surprise those of 
us who have experienced the tactics of 
the Gestapo in Hitler’s time and the 
KGB under Stalin. Fidel Castro is a 
worthy follower of both of these out-
rageous dictators. 

Not only are the trumped-up charges 
against these political dissidents inde-
fensible; Castro and his henchmen are 
convicting individuals for practicing 
their profession and exercising their 
fundamental political and civil lib-
erties. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, our resolu-
tion calls upon the international com-
munity to recognize these outrageous 
violations of human rights and to ex-
clude Cuba from the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights after its 
term expires at the end of this year. 

Mr. Speaker, while Castro and his 
henchmen seem intent to break the 
backs of many political dissidents and 
their growing organizations in a man-
ner not seen since the 1960s, the regime 
has concentrated much of its fury 
against the Varela Project. Founded 
and led by Oswaldo Paya, the Varela 
Project asks Cubans to sign a petition 
calling for a referendum on open elec-
tions, freedom of speech, freedom for 
political prisoners, and free enterprise. 
Despite gigantic risks, over 30,000 cou-
rageous Cubans have penned their 
names to the petition in the hope for 
change. 

Mr. Speaker, we have had many con-
tentious disagreements, both in com-
mittee and on this floor, on how best to 
bring about change in Cuba; but today 
this body stands united in solidarity 
with those who endure torture, incar-
ceration, and deprivation of all types 
because they dare to strive for free-
dom. 

We stand together in strong con-
demnation of these cowardly arrests 
and the outrageous prosecution and 
persecution of those 80 individuals, and 
we demand their immediate release 
and the release of all political pris-
oners in Castro’s jails. We stand to-
gether in our conviction that, despite 
the Castro regime, democracy will pre-
vail in Cuba. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge all of 
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART), 
the author of this resolution. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tlewoman for yielding me time. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to also thank the 
gentleman from Illinois (Chairman 
HYDE) and the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Chairman BALLENGER), as 
well as the ranking members, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
and the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ), for expediting this 
important resolution. It is important it 
be considered today because the dicta-

torship is in the midst of a brutal 
crackdown on the peaceful pro-democ-
racy movement in Cuba. 

Since the world’s attention has been 
focused on Iraq for some weeks, the 
Cuban tyrant decided to crack down on 
the peaceful pro-democracy movement, 
including independent librarians, inde-
pendent journalists, independent physi-
cians, and many others; rounded them 
up and has thrown them in dungeons. 

Some of the so-called summary trials 
have already taken place. Perhaps the 
best known independent journalist in 
Cuba, Raul Rivero, was already sen-
tenced in one of those sham Roman cir-
cus trials, sentenced for having a type-
writer, for having some articles pub-
lished. For having articles published in 
Spain and in the United States and for 
other such ‘‘crimes,’’ Raul Rivero has 
been sentenced to 20 years. 

Marta Beatriz Roque, mentioned by 
the distinguished gentleman from Cali-
fornia, perhaps one of the best known 
of the political prisoners rounded up in 
this totalitarian crackdown, was sen-
tenced to 20 years. Her indictment 
makes interesting reading, if it can be 
called an indictment. 

The dictatorship charged her with 
having created a Web page, with having 
a computer in her home, with utilizing 
a server in the United States for her 
Web page, for having spoken on Radio 
Marti, for having published articles in 
an independent publication known as 
‘‘Encuentro,’’ for having in her posses-
sion in her home a fax machine of the 
mark Panasonic, and for having a copy 
machine, a Canon copy machine. 

That is in the so-called indictment in 
the year 2003, in this hemisphere, by 
the Cuban tyrant, the indictment pre-
pared by the Cuban tyrant of Marta 
Beatriz Roque, who has been sentenced 
to 20 years. 

I think that much of the responsi-
bility for what is going on in Cuba 
today, unfortunately, lies with the fact 
that the international media does not 
report sufficiently with regard to what 
happens in Cuba. 

A distinguished new colleague of ours 
recently actually told me she had wit-
nessed a Special Order that we did pre-
cisely on this crackdown, a number of 
us last week, the distinguished new 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MIL-
LER of Michigan). She asked me, 
‘‘Where can we read about what is 
going on? Why don’t we read in our 
major newspapers about the details of 
this totalitarian brutal crackdown in a 
country 90 miles away?’’ I think she 
has a very legitimate point. I think the 
media has a responsibility to report 
about such things in a neighboring 
country 90 miles away. 

So today is the day, Mr. Speaker, 
when we need to as a Congress of the 
United States set our differences aside 
and concentrate on the brutal totali-
tarian crackdown that is taking place 
in Cuba and speak with one voice that 
this Congress, as it has so many times 
in the past, stands for human rights 
and demands human rights, starting 
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with the cessation of the brutal crack-
down being perpetrated on the Cuban 
people. And as the resolution continues 
to state, we call for the respect of all 
elemental human rights, including the 
right of self-determination, which can 
be manifested only through free and 
fair multiparty elections. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am very 
pleased to yield 5 minutes to my good 
friend, the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the ranking member 
on the Subcommittee on the Western 
Hemisphere, the chairman of the 
Democratic Caucus and an indefati-
gable fighter for freedom in Cuba. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the distinguished gentleman for 
yielding me time and for his statement 
before as well. 

Mr. Speaker, where is the outrage? 
Where is the outrage regarding the lat-
est barbarity from the dictatorship of 
Fidel Castro? 

Where is the outrage that a blind dis-
sident, Juan Carlos Gonzalez Leiva, is 
detained in the harshest of political 
prisons and that the Castro regime de-
nies him his needed medication; that 
Leonardo Bruzon, an Amnesty Inter-
national prisoner of conscience who 
suffers from the ill-effects of a hunger 
strike, is denied needed medical atten-
tion? 

Where is the outrage, that three of 
the four brave authors of the pro-de-
mocracy essay, ‘‘La Patria Es De 
Todos,’’ the nation belongs to every-
one, Marta Beatriz Roque, Rene Gomez 
Manzano and Felix Bonne, have been 
mercilessly thrown in jail and face sen-
tences raging from 20 years to life? 

Ms. Roque, who had the audacity to 
call herself an independent economist 
and criticized Cuba’s economy, has al-
ready been sentenced to 20 years. The 
fourth author, the Afro-Cuban leader, 
Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet, who already 
served 3 years for displaying national 
flags upside down in an act of civil dis-
obedience, will also be sentenced. His 
three colleagues having the audacity to 
fast peacefully to protest his detention. 

Where is the outrage, that the inde-
pendent journalists movement in Cuba, 
led by journalist and poet Raul Rivero, 
have been rounded up, had their houses 
ransacked by state security thugs, and 
their professional personal belongings 
taken from them? 

We learned this morning that Raul 
Rivero was sentenced to 20 years. 
Among the dangerous materials that 
Rivero possessed was a collection of 
Martin Luther King’s speeches auto-
graphed by former President Jimmy 
Carter on his recent trip to the island.

b 1500 

It was taken as evidence of subver-
sive thought. 

Where is the outrage, that those who 
gathered the signatures of 30,000 brave 
men and women who, much like our 
Founding Fathers, with the stroke of a 
pen, had the courage to peacefully de-
mand a referendum calling for demo-
cratic changes, were unceremoniously 

rounded up and are being sentenced in 
show trials reminiscent of Hitler and 
Stalin? 

Where is the outrage that inde-
pendent union activists have been 
rounded up, that this crackdown occurs 
when the U.N. Human Rights Commis-
sion meets in its annual session in Ge-
neva? The Castro dictatorship’s mem-
bership of that commission is itself a 
mockery and a travesty. 

The show trials have begun, with the 
same coerced confessions and the same 
betrayal of dissident organizations by 
Castro’s security agents who infil-
trated these groups. 

And what are the verdicts? Guilty. 
Guilty of criminal association. Guilty 
of enemy propaganda. Guilty of dan-
gerousness. Guilty of contempt for au-
thority, of resisting authority. Guilty 
of seeking democracy and a respect for 
human rights. That is Castro’s social-
ism. 

So far, 47 peaceful dissidents have 
been sentenced to between 12 and 27 
years in prison in what the State De-
partment calls ‘‘Kangaroo courts’’ that 
began proceedings last Thursday. 

Let me just mention a few of those 
sentenced. 

Omar Rodriguez Saludes, an inde-
pendent journalist known to ride his 
bicycle to news conferences with a 
camera dangling by a strap from his 
neck: 27 years, the hardest sentence so 
far. Hector Palacios, one of the key fig-
ures promoting the Varela Project: 25 
years. Oscar Espinosa Chepe, who 
wrote critical articles about the Cuban 
economy for the Internet: 25 years. Ri-
cardo Gonzalez Alfonso, Raul Rivero’s 
editor at ‘‘De Cuba’’ magazine: 20 
years. 

And it goes on and on. 
So to all who go sip wine with Castro, 

smoke his cigars and are regaled by his 
soliloquies, where is the outrage? 

Mr. Speaker, the expression of inter-
national outrage has begun from Euro-
pean governments to Jimmy Carter to 
the AFL-CIO. May we all raise our 
voices to join the growing chorus of 
outrage and condemnation of this dic-
tatorship heard around the world, 
heard everywhere, except for these hal-
lowed halls. May this Congress not sit 
silent now as the show trials proceed. 
May this Congress stand in solidarity 
with those dissidents and human rights 
activists who heeded Pope John Paul’s 
words during his visit to Cuba: ‘‘Do not 
be afraid.’’ ‘‘Do not be afraid.’’

Let us in this bastion of democracy 
also not be afraid to vote for this reso-
lution. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself 1 minute to explain what 
this bill actually does. I have had some 
Members ask. 

House Resolution 179 establishes the 
nexus which exists between the current 
wave of repression and the 59th session 
of the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights which is currently being 
held in Geneva. And in doing so, it 
takes into account the dictatorship’s 
systematic and gross human rights vio-

lations and its repeated demonstra-
tions of contempt for the mandates 
issued by the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights. 

Further, it calls for a resolution to 
be offered and passed at the Human 
Rights Commission, which accurately 
reflects this grim reality. It seizes the 
opportunity which presents itself in 
May of this year when Cuba’s member-
ship on the commission expires. It does 
so by calling on the Nation of Latin 
America and the Caribbean group to 
oppose and deny the regime a seat on 
this human rights body. More impor-
tantly, this resolution calls for the im-
mediate release of all Cuban prisoners 
of conscience. It sends a strong, defini-
tive message that the United States 
Congress stands with the dissidents, 
the independent journalists, and all 
pro-democracy activists, and not with 
their oppressor. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. RANGEL), 
the distinguished ranking member of 
the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and an indefatigable fighter for human 
rights across the globe. 

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of this legislation without any 
hesitation. 

Most all Americans, and certainly 
those in this House, are strong advo-
cates for democracy all over the world, 
and we had hoped that the seeds of de-
mocracy would have grown in Cuba. 
Many of us have taken different ap-
proaches how we would want to do this, 
but one thing is abundantly clear: It 
has taken too long for Castro to recog-
nize the importance of open elections 
and, certainly, no Americans can find 
any justification of the wanton and 
massive arrests of people, many of 
whom who were advocates of normal-
ization, all of whom were advocates of 
democracy, to have been arrested with 
closed and secret trials and without 
any evidence that their conduct was a 
threat to the security of the people in 
Cuba. 

While we also are reminded that 
some of us are old enough to have sup-
ported the July 26 resolution against 
Batista and recognize that we do not 
want those days ever to return, still we 
are not satisfied with the progress that 
has been made in terms of moving to-
ward democracy, and it is hard for us 
to believe that the Cuban Government 
wants us to believe that these people 
were arrested because they were in-
volved in a conspiracy with the United 
States of America to overthrow their 
government. If they truly believe that 
the United States intended to over-
throw their government, they should 
have exercised their right to have 
kicked out the chief of the U.S. Inter-
ests Section there, and then not to 
hold their people hostage and subject 
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to the painful sentences that have been 
imposed upon them. 

I join in urging the Cuban Govern-
ment to release these people, to open 
up these courthouses, and to whatever 
complaints they have about the con-
duct of any Americans that are in 
Cuba, to let the whole world see it. But 
I am glad to stand with my colleagues 
and ask for an immediate response to 
the call of this House, and that is to re-
lease the prisoners forthwith.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the resolu-
tion introduced by my colleague, Congress-
man LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART condemning the ac-
tions of the government of Cuba in violation of 
the rights of its citizens. It is not the resolution 
that I would have drafted, but it comes close 
enough in reflecting my objections to these ac-
tions. 

Representatives of the Cuban government 
want us to believe that their actions in arrest-
ing and prosecuting Cuban citizens were 
based on evidence of their involvement in a 
conspiracy with the United States to overthrow 
their government. The Cuban citizens being 
prosecuted—many of them journalists and ad-
vocates of open elections and supporters of 
normalization of relations with the United 
States—allegedly consorted with the Chief of 
the U.S. Interests Section in Havana in this 
conspiracy at private meetings, including visits 
to each others’ homes. 

The so-called evidence is that the United 
States government provided the Cuban activ-
ists with millions of dollars with which to carry 
out the conspiracy and that these Cuban citi-
zens, therefore, were in violation of Cuban 
law. 

It is hard to believe that the Cuban govern-
ment feels so insecure that these mass ar-
rests had to be carried out, that the trials had 
to be held in secret, without any evidence ex-
posed to the Cuban people or to the inter-
national community, or that the God-given 
right of Cuban citizens would be so violated. 
It is even harder to believe that if this con-
spiracy theory held water, the person who was 
at the center of the conspiracy—the Chief of 
the U.S. Interests Section in Havana—would 
be allowed to remain in Cuba.

Hardly anyone could disagree that Castro-
led revolution of 1959 had improved the lives 
of the great majority of Cuban citizens. But 
we’ve waited too long for the revolution to take 
the next step in offering true democracy to all 
Cubans. Some Americans believe that the 
best way to bring democracy to Cuba is a pol-
icy of embargo, cutting off all food, medicines, 
travel, trade and social and family contacts. 

Some of us believe that—as with other com-
munist countries, such as China and North 
Vietnam—a better way is to tear down barriers 
and allow the Cuban people to see the bene-
fits of democracy. In my view, such a policy of 
engagement is far better than the use of prop-
aganda and the distribution of radios and 
pamphlets. U.S. citizens are the most effective 
ambassadors of democracy. 

Despite the ability of supporters the embar-
go to sustain that failed policy for over 40 
years, there has been a great deal of progress 
in the movement toward normalization of rela-
tions between our countries. Just as in Feb-
ruary 1996, when the Cuban government shot 
down two unarmed private aircraft piloted by 
Cuban-Americans based in Miami, this time 
there was no threat to the security of the 

Cuban government. Just as the shooting inci-
dent set back the development of our relation-
ship for several years, that unwarranted viola-
tion of the rights of ordinary Cubans, in my 
humble opinion, has further set back the ef-
forts of the Cuban and American people to 
move toward democracy and free trade. 

For 30 years, I have been part of a some-
times unpopular effort to improve relations be-
tween our countries. I would be less than hon-
est if I did not say now that the response of 
the Cuban government to concerns raised 
from many quarters has been less than ade-
quate. I will continue to support any effort by 
our two countries to improve that relationship, 
but I cannot support this action taken by the 
Cuban government. Indeed, I am forced to 
condemn it. 

I know that this view is shared by many of 
my colleagues, and I hope that the Cuban 
government will seek ways to undo this unfor-
tunate setback to relations between our coun-
tries. 

I hope that they will reconsider this action 
against people who were seeking to dem-
onstrate their political differences with their 
government. I hope that the government will 
take the most drastic action for any govern-
ment to take, to reverse itself and release the 
prisoners.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from New York 
for his statement of support. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to 
my good friend, the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), a member of our 
Committee on International Relations 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me this 
time, and I thank the gentlewoman and 
the gentleman from Florida for author-
ing this important resolution. It is im-
portant to all of us. 

For those of us who have followed the 
situation in Cuba, we have been sad-
dened and sickened by the events that 
have happened over the last month, al-
though I do not believe any of us have 
been surprised. This latest crackdown 
typifies the last 43 years now that 
Fidel Castro has been in power. It is all 
too typical. 

Let us look at what is going on here. 
I had the opportunity to be in Cuba 
just less than a month ago and we met 
with several of the dissidents at that 
time. Hector Palacios, director of the 
Independent Center for Social Studies 
and the key organizer of the Varela 
Project, was just sentenced to 25 years. 
Oswaldo Alfonsa, also an organizer for 
the Varela Project, 18 years. Oscar 
Espinosa Chepe, an economist, former 
diplomat and independent journalist, 20 
years. 

As the gentleman from New York 
noted, I do not think anybody, any-
body, believes that these people are 
guilty of the crimes that they have 
been charged with. They are simply 
guilty of voicing ideas and ideas that 
this regime is too afraid of. 

This resolution is important because 
it allows us to let people across the 
country and across the world, and par-
ticularly those who sit on boards and 
commissions of the United Nations, to 
understand that a regime like this does 

not deserve to sit in judgment of others 
on human rights after what is going on 
right now, and after a record like this. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
resolution. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 6 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
DELAHUNT), one of the leaders on the 
House Committee on International Re-
lations, and our acknowledged expert 
on Latin America. 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

As others have stated, this for me, 
too, is a day of disappointment and 
sadness, profound sadness, of human 
rights violated, and of diplomatic op-
portunities squandered. As a sovereign 
nation, only Cuba can decide how to at-
tend to its own national security. But 
over the last 3 weeks, decisions have 
been made in Havana that seriously 
undermine efforts to normalize rela-
tionships with the United States. 

I come to the floor today as part of a 
group, the so-called Cuba Working 
Group. It is bipartisan in nature, 25 Re-
publicans, 25 Democrats. We have spent 
considerable time and effort to tear the 
wall down that has divided our people 
for some 40 years. This has put us at 
odds with the White House. It has put 
us at odds with many of our colleagues 
that are sitting here today. But we are 
not at odds today. 

At this moment, we stand together. 
In the past I have called on President 
Bush to lift the U.S. restrictions on 
travel by Americans to Cuba, to let our 
people go. Well, today, I call on Presi-
dent Fidel Castro to let his people go. 

For me, this issue is more than polit-
ical, it is personal, because some of 
those who have been arrested are my 
friends. I want to speak about 2 of 
them. My colleagues have heard their 
names here. Hector Palacios, a Varela 
Project organizer, and Oscar Dhepe, an 
independent journalist. Their arrests 
and convictions pain me more than 
anyone in this Chamber can com-
prehend. They are men of exceptional 
character and integrity who seek 
peaceful change. They are not agents of 
violence or insurrection. Far from it. 
They acknowledge Cuba’s advances in 
health and education brought about by 
the revolution, and they want to accel-
erate that progress in other areas, so 
they work through modest, small, yet 
courageous acts within the Cuban Con-
stitution. They create and have made 
every effort to create political space. 

Hector’s apartment houses one of the 
first so-called independent libraries in 
Cuba, a few shelves devoted to old med-
ical encyclopedias and geography 
texts, some children’s books donated 
by members of my office. But when 
Hector was arrested, these books were 
taken away. Doctor Seuss is not a 
threat to the Cuban revolution. 

During our visits, we talk about how 
to hasten a climate of mutual respect 
between the people of our 2 countries, 
between our governments. Ironically, 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 02:57 Apr 09, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08AP7.067 H08PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2892 April 8, 2003
they argued persuasively for an end to 
the embargo and travel restrictions on 
Americans to Cuba. Let me quote from 
Oscar Chepe, who presently is incarcer-
ated for 20 years in a Cuban jail. This 
is his quote. These are his words: ‘‘Ex-
perience demonstrates that isolation 
breathes life into totalitarianism. On 
the other hand, contact between peo-
ples free individuals from falsehoods 
and from the lives without dignity that 
they are forced to lead.’’

As the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. RANGEL) indicated, we are told 
that these arrests had nothing to do 
with the content of their words. Rath-
er, they are intended to send a message 
to the United States in response to a 
perceived pattern of illegal provo-
cations from our own State Depart-
ment. 

Well, I submit that the message we 
have received is very different and 
deeply disturbing. It is that diversity 
of thought is not welcome in Cuba, 
even at the expense of jeopardizing 
progress toward normalization. How 
else can we explain 20- and 25-year sen-
tences for Hector and Oscar and dozens 
of others after only cursory consulta-
tions with their lawyers and quick 
trials, closed to the public, foreign dip-
lomats, and the international media. 

It is inconceivable, if one knows 
these men, that they were conspiring 
with the United States. Like dozens of 
other detainees, they were working in 
behalf of the Cuban people. Nobody 
else. They posed no threat to the 
Cuban Government. 

As I said, I disagree with some of my 
colleagues in Cuba. For example, I 
have chosen to travel there, to visit 
with people like Hector Palacios and 
Oscar Chepe. And unlike my friends 
from Florida, some of my friends, I op-
pose U.S. policies which prevent ordi-
nary Americans from offering the same 
solidarity to those seeking change in 
our relationship with Cuba, a relation-
ship that has been stated so eloquently 
by another prominent Cuban dissident 
who was recently released from serving 
5 years in a Cuban jail. His name is 
Vladimiro Roca, and he said that the 
relationship ought to be characterized 
by dialogue, negotiation, and reconcili-
ation. Again, those are his words.

b 1515 

But that is a debate for another day. 
I might have written this resolution 
somewhat differently, but I commend 
my colleagues for bringing it to the 
floor of the House; and I urge my col-
leagues all of my colleagues to support 
it; and I ask the Cuban Government to 
release these people. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. BLUNT), the distin-
guished majority whip. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I am glad 
to rise in support of this resolution and 
in opposition to the deplorable behav-
ior we see in Cuba today as evidenced 
by these so-called desires. That people 
whose only desire is freedom would be 

swooped up in these kinds of numbers 
and brought to trial at a time when it 
is clear in the mind of the dictator that 
we are looking at other things, shows 
just how wrong he is. 

Once again this regime is showing its 
true colors. These actions continue to 
be proof of Castro’s horrific record of 
repression, that no matter how much 
we argue and no matter which side we 
are on in other debates, people agree on 
this floor today, it continues to be the 
kind of commitment that Castro 
makes to his people, a commitment to 
repress them. 

The Castro regime has chosen this 
particular time because they thought 
we were looking elsewhere. We show on 
the House floor today that we are not 
looking elsewhere, that we continue to 
look at Cuba, we continue to hope for 
the liberation of Cuba, we continue to 
hope for the greater freedom for the 
Cuban people. The civilized world can-
not stand quietly by and tolerate these 
terrible abuses of individual rights. As 
we try to bring freedom to another 
country, we have to continue to stand 
for freedom in this hemisphere. And 
today we join the President of the 
United States, the European Union, 
and many others, including the Catho-
lic Church, who have condemned these 
actions. 

I urge the huge vote on this resolu-
tion as we send an important message 
to Castro. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that each side may 
have an additional 10 minutes so all of 
our colleagues may be heard. 

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I object. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

TERRY). An objection is heard.
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I would 

like to request my colleague to recon-
sider his objection. This is a matter of 
great principle. Several colleagues 
would like to speak on this subject, 
and I think it is singularly unfair to 
deny them the opportunity to do so. 

Mr. MURTHA. I object, Mr. Speaker. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that each side 
be granted an additional 5 minutes. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, would my 
friend agree to 5 minutes on each side? 

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my objection. I will agree to 5 
minutes each side. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There is 
a unanimous consent for 5 additional 
minutes for each side. 

Hearing no objection, each side is 
granted an additional 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
now has 6 minutes remaining. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN). 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
resolution. All voices must condemn 
the recent crackdown by the Govern-

ment of Cuba against political dissent. 
Those arrested include two dozen inde-
pendent journalists, leaders of inde-
pendent trade unions and opposition 
political parties, and pro-democracy 
activists involved in the countrywide 
reform effort known as the Varela 
project. 

It makes no difference whether you 
are for or against change in U.S. policy 
towards Cuba. On this matter we speak 
with one voice. These arrests are unac-
ceptable. The summary trials and 
harsh sentences merit universal con-
demnation. 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the privilege 
of traveling to Cuba many times and 
have met directly with Cuban inde-
pendent journalists and members of the 
dissident community. Many of these 
individuals were arrested in the latest 
crackdown. They are receiving harsh 
sentences for actions we take for 
granted here in the United States: the 
right to hold meetings, have discus-
sions, and express opinions different 
from those held by our government. 

The Cuban Government has said that 
these arrests are in response to actions 
by U.S. Ambassador Cason and the U.S. 
Interests Section that are perceived as 
deliberate attempts to foment subver-
sion in Cuba. 

Mr. Speaker, those grievances should 
be raised and resolved between the two 
governments, but no action of the 
United States Interests Section justi-
fies in any way these recent arrests. 
The right of diplomats to meet with 
people who represent a range of views, 
including people who peaceably dissent 
from the policies and priorities of their 
own governments, should not be im-
peded. In fact, Mr. Speaker, I believe 
the restrictions on U.S. diplomats in 
Cuba and Cuban diplomats in the 
United States are just plain wrong. 

Mr. Speaker, I am seriously con-
cerned about the increased tensions 
and hardening of positions in U.S. 
Cuban relations. They do little to ad-
vance human rights or open political 
space in Cuba; in fact, quite the oppo-
site. I fear that without a concerted ef-
fort to change our policies towards one 
another for the better, it will only lead 
to greater restrictions in both coun-
tries and fewer opportunities for mod-
erate voices in both countries to en-
gage directly with one another. I will 
conclude by urging the Cuban Govern-
ment to release immediately all these 
prisoners and all prisoners of con-
science.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 30 seconds to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER), a member of 
our Committee on International Rela-
tions. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the resolution. 

We in America inhabit the bosom of 
freedom. Yet, scant miles, though a 
lifetime away from our shores, suf-
fering and dying under an antiquated 
Communist tyrant, the Cuban people 
yearn to breathe free. By passing this 
resolution, we in the citadel of freedom 
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say to the Cuban people, we hear you 
and we will help you. For if we do not, 
we will betray our own cherished demo-
cratic principles and our refusal will 
constitute a mute chorus of deafening 
silence in the face of human suffering. 
I urge adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PALLONE). 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 179 that con-
demns the brutal crackdown of the 
Cuban Government on the island’s 
peaceful pro-democracy movement and 
calls for the immediate release of all 
Cuban political prisoners. 

Mr. Speaker, I have addressed this 
House on several occasions regarding 
Castro’s continued assault on and dis-
regard for human rights and democ-
racy. I and several of my colleagues 
have spoken recently of Castro’s deci-
sion to arrest and try over 80 non-
violent human rights advocates, pro-
democracy leaders, and independent 
journalists in what has become a cam-
paign by the regime to silence all 
voices of peaceful opposition on the is-
land. 

Inside of a month Castro has ar-
rested, arraigned, tried, and sentenced 
many of the dissidents, some receiving 
prison terms as long as 27 years. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an article in to-
day’s New York Times that I would 
like to enter into the record, and it 
mentions James Cason, the U.S. dip-
lomat that has been spoken of, and it 
says that the reason this is happening 
is because they have become such ef-
fective advocates that the government 
attacks them. 

The reason this is happening is these 
dissidents are having an impact. People 
believe in them in Cuba. They are hav-
ing an impact on basically changing 
and reforming the government ulti-
mately. They have become voices of 
change. That is why it is so important 
that we here in the United States basi-
cally condemn what Castro is doing, 
because otherwise people like them 
will not continue. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 
These recent actions by the Castro re-
gime are simply the next step in the 
systematic denial of even the most 
basic human rights for the citizens of 
Cuba. Congress must send a strong 
message to Castro that despite his 
hopes that the world would be looking 
the other way, that his actions have 
not gone unnoticed and will not be al-
lowed to continue.

[From the New York Times, April 8, 2003] 
CUBAN DISSIDENTS GET PRISON TERMS AS 

LONG AS 27 YEARS 
(By David Gonzalez) 

MIAMI, Apr. 7.—Cuban courts today began 
handing out prison terms of up to 27 years to 
dozens of dissidents, including journalists 
and librarians, who had been advocating 
democratic reforms, according to human 
rights groups and news reports from Havana. 

The harsh sentences capped five days of 
trials in which state security agents who had 

infiltrated dissident groups testified against 
their supposed colleagues on charges of sub-
version and collaborating with American 
diplomats. Almost 80 people were arrested in 
an islandwide sweep that started last month 
and that has been condemned by numerous 
human rights advocates, the European Union 
and foreign leaders. 

Héctor Palacios, a key organizer of the 
Varela Project, which seeks democratic re-
forms, was sentenced to 25 years. Marta 
Beatriz Roque, an independent economist 
who angered authorities when she invited 
the chief American diplomat in Cuba to her 
home in February, received a 20-year sen-
tence. 

Omar Rodrı́guez Saludes, an independent 
journalist who covered the news scooting 
around Havana on a battered bicycle, was 
handed the longest sentence: 27 years. 

Cuban authorities said the dissidents had 
conspired with James Cason, the United 
States diplomat, and they brought charges 
against them under a law that makes illegal 
any support of measures like the American 
trade embargo that would harm the island’s 
economy or sovereignty. During an appear-
ance at the University of Miami today, Mr. 
Cason had a one-word reply when asked if he 
thought—as the Cuban government had sug-
gested—that he provoked the crackdown by 
his repeated meetings with dissidents. 

‘‘Lies,’’ he said. 
He defended his contacts with the dis-

sidents as a normal part of his work, saying 
that the American mission in Havana pro-
vided people with books, Internet access and 
newspaper clippings, among other services. 
They did not, he said, pay the groups or give 
them their marching orders, but supported 
their call for a quick and peaceful transition 
to democracy. 

‘‘We should be clear, the opposition is not 
a shadow government waiting to move into 
power,’’ Mr. Cason said in his speech. ‘‘They 
are simply among the few who openly say 
what so many others believe, that it is time 
for change. Because they have become effec-
tive advocates, the government attacks 
them, labeling them subversive traitors.’’

International groups condemned the sen-
tences, saying those arrested were exercising 
fundamental freedoms protected by the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights, of 
which Cuba is a signer. Several Latin na-
tions have introduced a proposal to censure 
Cuba at the current session of the United Na-
tions Commission on Human Rights in Gene-
va. 

‘‘It’s perverse that there’s a massive crack-
down in Cuba just at the moment that the 
United Nations is examining Cuba’s human 
rights record,’’ said José Miguel Vivanco, the 
Americas director of Human Rights Watch. 
‘‘The commission must condemn these 
abuses, and do so strongly and unequivo-
cally.’’

Relatives of some dissidents denounced the 
lengthy prison terms as effective life sen-
tences. Raul Rivero, a poet and the dean of 
the island’s independent journalists, who was 
given a 20-year sentence, suffers from phle-
bitis and other illnesses. 

‘‘This is so arbitrary for a man whose only 
crime is to write what he thinks,’’ said Mr. 
Rivero’s wife, Blanca Reyes. ‘‘What they 
found on him was a tape recorder, not a gre-
nade.’’

Mr. Cason said that the United States 
would offer moral support to those who 
would assume the work of those now in jail. 

The Cuban government put limits on Mr. 
Cason’s movements after he traveled some 
6,000 miles around the island in his first six 
months. Some have speculated the govern-
ment might decide to keep him out of the 
country, a possibility he accepted. 

‘‘They can shoot the messenger if they 
want,’’ Mr. Cason said. ‘‘There will be more 
messengers coming.’’

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the vice chair-
man of our Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for 
yielding me time. 

Mr. Speaker, since mid-March the 
Castro dictatorship has carried out a 
massive crackdown on human rights 
defenders, independent journalists, and 
trade unionists and other brave and 
noble pro-democracy activists through-
out Cuba. 

Not satisfied with the ongoing tor-
ture and mistreatment and incarcer-
ation of approximately 400 political 
prisoners, Castro has begun a new, omi-
nous, and shameful attack on another 
80 of the best and brightest and most 
courageous of Cuba. Now, as we meet 
here today, his people and his thugs are 
beating, victimizing, and sentencing to 
very long prison sentences those who 
are the cream of the crop in Cuba, who 
believe in freedom and democracy. 

Castro, with all eyes diverted on Iraq 
and the war in Iraq, is trying to silence 
dissent with violence, ‘‘show’’ trials, 
and incarceration. This latest mani-
festation, Mr. Speaker, of cruelty by 
the Castro dictatorship is but another, 
but a highly significant other, re-
minder of the true character of this re-
gime. It is cruel, brutal and an egre-
gious violator of human rights. 

Mr. Speaker, Castro’s brutal actions 
hopefully will serve as a wake-up call 
to those in the United States, espe-
cially those in the United States Con-
gress who argue that it is time to lift 
the travel ban and sanctions against 
Cuba. I especially want to focus, Mr. 
Speaker, on those in the European 
Union who have been trading with the 
island country of Cuba for so many 
years without any linkage whatsoever 
to human rights. Trade, trade, trade, 
while this barbaric dictatorship gets 
worse and worse and worse. 

In previous Congresses, Mr. Speaker, 
I have offered an amendment to lift the 
travel ban, if and only if political pris-
oners are freed and felons who have 
committed acts of violence in the 
United States against U.S. police, in-
cluding a trooper from the State of 
New Jersey, are brought to the U.S. in 
order to be held accountable. That 
amendment, sadly, lost. 

Now, today on the floor we are united 
in rhetoric and sentiment for those 
who are being incarcerated and mis-
treated. But we also need linkage, Mr. 
Speaker. We need to recognize that ac-
tions, and particularly those that are 
linked to trade and travel bans, can be 
very efficacious—actions always speak 
louder than our words. I call upon the 
European Union, Mr. Speaker, to en-
gage the human rights abuses of Castro 
with something more than rhetoric. 
Members of the EU have been trading, 
as has Canada, for so many years. What 
have they gotten for it? Maybe they 
made a few bucks or a few Euros or a 
few Canadian dollars, but they have, 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 04:23 Apr 09, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08AP7.071 H08PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2894 April 8, 2003
however unwittingly, aided and abetted 
this brutal tyrant in horrific repression 
against his people. 

I urge strong support for the gentle-
woman from Florida’s (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) resolution, and I hope this is 
a wake-up call about what this regime 
is all about.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 1 minute to my colleague, the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY). 

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank all of the sponsors of this resolu-
tion, especially my friends from Flor-
ida. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an old saying 
that people do not miss fresh air until 
they live without it. My friends from 
south Florida understand what it is 
like to live without freedom and with-
out fresh air. 

While American men and women are 
halfway around the world fighting for 
freedom and democracy, we are finding 
out who our friends are. We are also 
finding out throughout the world who 
the really bad actors are. You can 
judge bad guys because while the cat is 
away, the rats are playing just 90 miles 
off the Florida border. And I will say 
that the roundup of these individual 
freedom fighters, who remind me of the 
original founders of our Republic, who 
pledged in the Declaration their lives, 
their fortunes, and their sacred honor 
to stand up for what is right, the most 
recent roundup by Castro and his evil 
regime is nothing but a modern-day 
Stalinist purge. 

I will say as we are fighting to free 
the Iraqi people, so we should stay the 
course and fight to free the Cuban peo-
ple. I urge a unanimous vote by this 
House of Representatives and, once 
again, I want to thank all of my col-
leagues who are sponsors of this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
additional speakers, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself 1 minute. After speaking, 
I will yield to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART) to 
close. 

Mr. Speaker, I started my remarks 
quoting Eli Wiesel, and I would like to 
end the remarks that I have on this 
resolution by this same gentleman who 
has meant so much for freedom and 
human rights and free expression of 
ideas throughout the world. 

Eli Wiesel said, ‘‘Just as despair can 
come to one only from other human 
beings, hope too can be given to one 
only by other human beings.’’

Let us be that beacon of hope for the 
Cuban people. Let us support this reso-
lution. Let us support those freedom 
fighters, those valiant fighters for free 
thought who are actually given sen-
tences for possession of typewriters, for 
possession of books, for possession of 
computers, for giving interviews to for-
eign journalists. Let us be that beacon 
of hope that Eli Wiesel spoke about.

b 1530 
Mr. Speaker, I yield the remaining 

time to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART). 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding the time to me, and 
I also want to thank the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART) for bringing this resolution to 
the floor. 

We have heard about this horrible 
thing that is going on just 90 miles 
away from the United States coast, 
these people getting arrested. What are 
they getting arrested for? What have 
they gotten convicted for? Let me just 
mention Raul Ramon Rivero, an inde-
pendent journalist and leader of the 
Cuba press newspapers service who, by 
the way, has been sentenced to 20 
years, Mr. Speaker, 20 years in prison 
for the following reasons: 

Because he created an independent 
press organization, 20 years for that. 
Because he is circulating materials 
published by human rights groups, 20 
years for that, Mr. Speaker. Because he 
is a member of the Cuban Society of 
Independent Journalists, 20 years in 
prison for that, Mr. Speaker. Because, 
the audacity, he has a Sony tape re-
corder. Mr. Speaker, furthermore, he 
has the audacity of having a Samsung 
computer; and if that was not enough 
to deserve 20 years in prison, it is be-
cause he has had meetings in his home 
with other independent journalists. 

That is the reason, Mr. Speaker, why 
he is serving 20 years, why the tyranny 
has sentenced him for 20 years in pris-
on. It is not a joke. It is not a cruel 
joke. Those are the reasons, and like 
reasons for why these people are being 
sentenced to 20 years or life imprison-
ment just 90 miles away from our 
coast. 

Mr. Speaker, some still do business 
with that tyrant, with Castro; and 
some want to do business with Castro, 
with the Castro regime. Doing business 
with the Castro regime, Mr. Speaker, 
which is Castro’s will, that is what he 
wants, he says it every single day, 
doing business with that tyrant, Mr. 
Speaker, and let us make it very clear, 
is doing business with a criminal. It is 
doing business with an international 
terrorist. It is doing business with a 
thug, with a tyrant. Mr. Speaker, it is 
doing business with a murderer; and 
yes, just listen to him, what he says, it 
is doing business with a mortal enemy 
of the United States of America and 
the American people. 

Let us remember what Marta Beatriz 
Roque, who now has been sentenced to 
prison for these same types of issues, 
what she has been saying time and 
time again. One of the reasons that she 
is going to prison is because she has 
said that we must keep the sanctions 
on the tyranny; we must keep the pres-
sure on until finally there are free elec-
tions in Cuba. 

That is the goal, Mr. Speaker. That 
is what we need to do. That is what we 
need to succeed in achieving for the 

Cuban people, and that is why it is im-
portant. That is a step to free elec-
tions. That is a step to freedom in 
Cuba. 

We overwhelmingly support this res-
olution and want to make sure that the 
world sees that everybody understands 
that we will not tolerate, we will not 
tolerate this type of behavior; and we 
are not going to do business with that 
kind of anti-American thug, criminal, 
assassin and terrorist just 90 miles 
away from our shores.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of this resolution. 

The world has condemned Cuba’s recent 
crackdown on human rights and democracy 
activists. What is most troubling is that this is 
nothing new. The recent crackdown is merely 
a continuation of the systematic human rights 
violations in Cuba committed by the Castro re-
gime. 

Today I was most discouraged to learn of 
the prison sentences that have been handed 
down to dozens of these dissidents, who have 
been charged with ‘‘subversion’’ and collabo-
rating with American diplomats, among other 
charges. Hector Palacious is but one I’ll men-
tion. Along with Oswaldo Paya Sardinas, Mr. 
Palacios has been a key organizer of the 
Varela Project, an effort to win Cuban popular 
support for a referendum on open elections, 
freedom of speech, freedom for political pris-
oners, and free enterprise. Yesterday he was 
sentenced to 25 years in prison for advocating 
democratic reforms. 

Today I join my colleagues in condemning 
Cuba’s crackdown on democracy, in calling for 
the release of all Cuba’s political prisoners, in 
supporting the right of the Cuban people to 
exercise their political and civil liberties, and in 
calling on the world to insist in the strongest 
terms that the Government of Cuba adhere to 
international human rights standards. 

I enclose for the record a letter to me from 
former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, 
now Chairman of the National Democratic In-
stitute for International Affairs. NDI has worked 
with organizers of the Varela Project to pro-
mote the movement internationally, and last 
year NDI honored Oswaldo Paya Sardinas for 
his courageous efforts to promote democracy. 
Enclosed also is a statement from him calling 
for the immediate release of the activists. Mr. 
Paya calls this moment the ‘‘Spring of Cuba’’ 
because for the first time, a peaceful move-
ment is flourishing there. We must do all we 
can to help it take root.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer 
my strong support for H. Res. 179. The recent 
crackdown by the Cuban government on polit-
ical dissidents is without reason or measure. 
The Cuban government must recognize that if 
it wants to become a full member of the family 
of democratic nations, and re-establish ties 
with the United States, it must abide by the 
fundamental rules of a democracy. At the very 
top of that list is freedom of expression. 

I believe that the United States can assist 
Cuba in its move towards greater freedom and 
openness. The American Congress and the 
Administration can lead by example, by lifting 
the travel ban, and lifting the trade embargo. 
How can we advocate for greater freedom 
when we prevent American companies and 
consumers from benefiting from trade with 
Cuba? How can we call for greater openness 
when we do not let American citizens exercise 
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their constitutional right to travel freely, to 
Cuba if they so desire. America can also lead 
by example by avoiding needless 
antagonization of Cuba. Wherever they are, 
our diplomatic community must always act dip-
lomatically. 

Current U.S. policy towards Cuba has 
proved a failure. It makes no sense to con-
tinue down the path of isolation. The recent 
actions by the Cuban government, while rep-
rehensible, do not change that central fact. 
U.S. policy should be based on U.S. national 
interests, not a system of rewards and punish-
ments for good or bad behavior. In this in-
stance, the Cuban government has behaved 
badly and they should be properly sanctioned 
for it, in America and in the world community. 
This resolution is an appropriate measure. I do 
not think, however, that it should affect policy. 
This should not lead to greater restrictions. To 
the contrary, the response should be greater 
exchange between the U.S. and Cuba. Great-
er freedom and openness will lead to a more 
free and open Cuban society. As we call on 
Cuba now to change its policy, we must also 
ask ourselves what we can do to have a more 
free and open policy. Lifting the travel and 
trade ban on Cuba would be a good start.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of this resolution. I 
also thank my South Florida colleagues, LIN-
COLN DIAZ-BALART, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN and 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART for bringing this resolution 
to the floor. I stand with them today to con-
demn the brutal and inhumane attacks by 
Fidel Castro on innocent human rights activ-
ists, trade union leaders, journalists and ordi-
nary citizens in Cuba. 

Fidel Castro has taken advantage of the 
power he has in his country and over his citi-
zens for years. Today, he is taking advantage 
of the world’s focus on the war in Iraq to once 
again suppress Cuban dissidents who are try-
ing to exercise basic rights of freedom of ex-
pression, seeking a peaceful evolution towards 
a democracy he so obviously deplores. 

Mr. Speaker, here in the United States, pro-
testers are using their First Amendment rights 
to speak their minds on the war in Iraq. 
Whether they support the Bush administration 
or not and whether we agree with them or not, 
people in this country rally to voice their con-
cerns over the war, and other issues, without 
the fear of being brutally attacked and impris-
oned for the rest of their lives. 

In Cuba however, the freedom to express 
your mind is nonexistent. The imprisoned dis-
sidents in Cuba are part of a growing move-
ment who are continuously followed, har-
assed, phone-tapped and detained. 

For merely stating their opinions, signing pe-
titions and writing articles advocating the end 
of the dictatorship in Cuba, these activists are 
charged as criminals. They are threatened for 
gathering in each other’s private homes to talk 
about the resurrection of a better life in Cuba 
for themselves and for future generations to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, these callous and repressive 
acts by Castro’s regime are nothing new. They 
have been occurring long before my col-
leagues and I came to Congress. Many of the 
prisoners will probably face years of imprison-
ment, joining several hundred political pris-
oners who have been previously sentenced for 
similar harmless acts. For decades now, Cas-
tro has repeatedly used the repression of his 
citizens as a means of retaining authority and 
control over his country and over his people. 

It is for these reasons I stand in strong sup-
port of this resolution and ask my fellow col-
leagues to join me to condemn the arrests of 
these individuals and insist the immediate re-
lease of all political prisoners in Cuba.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, on March 17th of 
this year, Fidel Castro initiated his most draco-
nian crack-down on political dissidents in re-
cent years. 

He has ordered the arrest of more than 80 
pro-democracy activists. He has tried them in 
proceedings the State Department called a 
‘‘kangaroo court.’’ And he has sentenced them 
to decades in prison on illegitimate charges. 

Castro was wrong to think he could tighten 
his choke-hold on the human rights of his peo-
ple under the radar of the civilized world. 

The United States may be engaged in 
armed conflict on the other side of the world, 
but no fog of war can conceal Castro’s barba-
rism. 

And no freedom-loving nation can reward 
such behavior with trade policies that, how-
ever well-intentioned, would enrich a terrorist 
regime 90 miles off our shores. 

If Castro cared about the Cuban people, he 
would stop brutalizing members of the pro-de-
mocracy movement. He would release all his 
political prisoners, and restore individual lib-
erties to his people. 

He would recognize the human rights of all 
Cubans, especially those with the courage to 
speak the truth about his goon squad of a 
government. 

This resolution calls on the Cuban dictator 
to do all of these things, and it puts the House 
of Representatives once again on the side of 
our oppressed neighbors and against their op-
pressor. 

I urge all Members to support it.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-

DER). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 179. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CLEAN DIAMOND TRADE ACT 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1584) to implement effective 
measures to stop trade in conflict dia-
monds, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1584

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Clean Dia-
mond Trade Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 

(1) Funds derived from the sale of rough 
diamonds are being used by rebels and state 
actors to finance military activities, over-
throw legitimate governments, subvert 
international efforts to promote peace and 
stability, and commit horrifying atrocities 
against unarmed civilians. During the past 
decade, more than 6,500,000 people from Si-
erra Leone, Angola, and the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo have been driven from 
their homes by wars waged in large part for 
control of diamond mining areas. A million 
of these are refugees eking out a miserable 
existence in neighboring countries, and tens 
of thousands have fled to the United States. 
Approximately 3,700,000 people have died dur-
ing these wars. 

(2) The countries caught in this fighting 
are home to nearly 70,000,000 people whose 
societies have been torn apart not only by 
fighting but also by terrible human rights 
violations. 

(3) Human rights and humanitarian advo-
cates, the diamond trade as represented by 
the World Diamond Council, and the United 
States Government have been working to 
block the trade in conflict diamonds. Their 
efforts have helped to build a consensus that 
action is urgently needed to end the trade in 
conflict diamonds. 

(4) The United Nations Security Council 
has acted at various times under chapter VII 
of the Charter of the United Nations to ad-
dress threats to international peace and se-
curity posed by conflicts linked to diamonds. 
Through these actions, it has prohibited all 
states from exporting weapons to certain 
countries affected by such conflicts. It has 
further required all states to prohibit the di-
rect and indirect import of rough diamonds 
from Sierra Leone unless the diamonds are 
controlled under specified certificate of ori-
gin regimes and to prohibit absolutely the 
direct and indirect import of rough diamonds 
from Liberia. 

(5) In response, the United States imple-
mented sanctions restricting the importa-
tion of rough diamonds from Sierra Leone to 
those diamonds accompanied by specified 
certificates of origin and fully prohibiting 
the importation of rough diamonds from Li-
beria. The United States is now taking fur-
ther action against trade in conflict dia-
monds. 

(6) Without effective action to eliminate 
trade in conflict diamonds, the trade in le-
gitimate diamonds faces the threat of a con-
sumer backlash that could damage the 
economies of countries not involved in the 
trade in conflict diamonds and penalize 
members of the legitimate trade and the peo-
ple they employ. To prevent that, South Af-
rica and more than 30 other countries are in-
volved in working, through the ‘‘Kimberley 
Process’’, toward devising a solution to this 
problem. As the consumer of a majority of 
the world’s supply of diamonds, the United 
States has an obligation to help sever the 
link between diamonds and conflict and 
press for implementation of an effective so-
lution. 

(7) Failure to curtail the trade in conflict 
diamonds or to differentiate between the 
trade in conflict diamonds and the trade in 
legitimate diamonds could have a severe 
negative impact on the legitimate diamond 
trade in countries such as Botswana, Na-
mibia, South Africa, and Tanzania. 

(8) Initiatives of the United States seek to 
resolve the regional conflicts in sub-Saharan 
Africa which facilitate the trade in conflict 
diamonds. 

(9) The Interlaken Declaration on the Kim-
berley Process Certification Scheme for 
Rough Diamonds of November 5, 2002, states 
that Participants will ensure that measures 
taken to implement the Kimberley Process 
Certification Scheme for Rough Diamonds 
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