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realize we are all getting older. I hap-
pen to be 52 years old. I was born in 
1951. There were more babies born in 
1951 than any other year, we are the 
peak of the baby boomers, and we are 
looking at this thing and saying, are 
there ways we can begin to put money 
away for long-term care. One of the 
ways you can do that is with medical 
savings accounts. But it is a glaring 
omission and it is terribly unfair to say 
that private employees in the private 
markets can go ahead and have access 
to these medical savings accounts but 
public employees cannot. 

And so today I am introducing along 
with my colleagues the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. SABO), the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETER-
SON), the gentleman from Minnesota 
(Mr. RAMSTAD), the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. KENNEDY), the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Ms. MCCOL-
LUM) and the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KLINE) the Minnesota MSA 
Empowerment Act of 2003. Essentially 
what this bill will do is allow public 
employees on a pilot program basis to 
have access to the same kind of pro-
grams that private employees have ac-
cess to. It is a very good bill. It is a 
way for us to actually find out just how 
well these MSAs will work, especially 
with public employees. I am confident 
that they will work if they are given a 
chance. This is a pilot program just for 
Minnesota to demonstrate that MSAs 
will work for the consumer, they will 
work to help reduce the cost of health 
care and ultimately make it possible so 
people can begin to set aside dollars 
long-term for long-term care. 

This is a good piece of legislation. I 
hope the people of the appropriate pol-
icy committees will give it a fairing 
hearing and if they will I am confident 
that ultimately this will become law. 
Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will 
join me in support of this important 
legislation.

f 

CONCERNING THE CONFERENCE 
REPORT ON THE BUDGET RESO-
LUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized 
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise on 
the floor to call attention to the fiscal 
year 2004 budget resolution conference 
report and to express my opposition to 
the inclusion of any Medicaid or Medi-
care cuts as part of the final budget 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, although the House-
passed budget reconciliation contains 
an instruction to cut the Medicaid pro-
gram by $93 billion over 10 years, nei-
ther the Senate budget resolution nor 
the administration budget includes 
such devastating cuts to the Medicaid 
program. As Members know, the Med-
icaid program provides essential health 
coverage to 47 million low-income chil-

dren, working families, seniors and 
people with disabilities. Moreover, this 
critical safety net program under 
Medicare also contributes significantly 
to State economies by stimulating em-
ployment and business activity which 
we cannot afford to undermine. 

States, Mr. Speaker, are currently 
facing the most severe budget crisis 
since World War II and nearly every 
State has proposed or enacted cuts in 
its Medicaid program. Any reduction in 
Federal Medicaid funding would place 
millions of vulnerable Americans now 
receiving Medicaid in jeopardy of los-
ing their health insurance. Federal 
funding reductions would force States 
to implement even deeper cuts by re-
stricting eligibility, eliminating or re-
ducing critical health benefits and se-
verely cutting or freezing provider re-
imbursement rates. As a result, Med-
icaid funding cuts would add millions 
more to the ranks of the 41 million 
Americans that are already uninsured. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, I oppose in-
clusion in the budget of sweeping man-
datory cuts of potentially $75 billion 
over 10 years to the Medicare program. 
Although the Republican budget on the 
surface level appears to take a softer 
line on Medicare cuts as compared to 
Medicaid, in fact the budget requires 
billions of dollars of mandatory pro-
gram cuts to the Medicare program. I 
will show my colleagues how. The 
budget provides $400 billion in a reserve 
fund for Medicare reform. However, the 
budget also instructs the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce to come up 
with $107 billion that have to be in cuts 
to either Medicare, Medicaid or S–
CHIP, the kids’ health insurance pro-
gram, over 10 years and also requires 
the Committee on Ways and Means to 
require $62 billion in cuts, some or all 
of which could fall on Medicare. So al-
though there is not an absolute re-
quirement that it comes from Medi-
care, because those two committees 
will not have many choices, we are 
going to see Medicare cuts as well, as 
well as the mandatory Medicaid cuts. 

Mr. Speaker, while the budget resolu-
tion does not direct Medicare cuts, I 
am very concerned because it does not 
preclude them and these committees 
will be allowed to cut Medicare if that 
is what is required to fulfill the rec-
onciliation instructions. As a member 
of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, I would do my best to prevent 
such cuts from taking place because 
the effects would be devastating to the 
structure and function of the Medicare 
program and, more importantly, to the 
health of our seniors and disabled. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I have to express 
my strong opposition to the inclusion 
of any Medicaid or Medicare cuts in 
the final budget resolution. They will 
only mean that more people will be un-
insured, less health care services will 
be provided to a whole range of individ-
uals, and all this is being done basi-
cally so that the Republicans can make 
more cuts for wealthy people, more tax 
cuts for the wealthy, more tax cuts for 

corporate interests. It should not be 
done at the expense of Medicare or 
Medicaid.

f 

IN MEMORY OF SERGEANT DON-
ALD WALTERS, OREGON SERV-
ICEMAN WHO MADE THE ULTI-
MATE SACRIFICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. HOOLEY) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to pay my respect to a fall-
en soldier, a hero from my district who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country. 

Sergeant Donald Walters grew up in 
Colorado, Springs, Colorado. His family 
moved to Salem, Oregon, when he was 
in middle school. As a teenager, Donald 
worked at a Salem grocery store. He 
liked to fish, camp and had a long-
standing interest in the military. He 
wanted to make a difference. A year 
after graduating from North Salem 
High School, he joined the Army. 

Donald was an aspiring writer of chil-
dren’s books. Donald served in the first 
Persian Gulf war, then left the mili-
tary about 2 years ago. As a testament 
to his undying love of our country, he 
reenlisted in the Army after September 
11. For the weeks that Sergeant Wal-
ters was missing in action, his commu-
nity in Oregon showed their support. 
Nearly every house on the block was 
adorned with an American flag, a yel-
low ribbon, or both. Sergeant Walters 
leaves behind his wife Stacie, three 
loving daughters, his parents Arlene 
and Norman, and his sister Kimberly. 
To all those who he left behind, my 
heart and prayers are with you as well 
as the hearts and prayers of a grateful 
Nation. We will not forget you, Ser-
geant Donald Walters. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 a.m.), the House 
stood in recess until noon.

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, because Your prophet 
Jeremiah is so highly personal, agoniz-
ing for his people and constantly inter-
acting with the members of his com-
munity, he becomes a model for the 
Members of the 108th Congress. 

His hopes and visions, doubts and 
hesitations, anger and resentments, as 
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well as arguments and pleading and 
bonding with others, all these emotions 
and the troublesome times tear apart 
Jeremiah’s fragile temperament and 
fling themselves upon the pages of his 
prophecy. 

Jeremiah is realistic and bold as he 
declares sin inevitably brings its own 
sorrow. People who go after empty 
idols become empty themselves. We are 
all transformed for good or bad by that 
which we desire. 

Lord, because this prophet will not 
evade the honest emotional reaction of 
what is going on around him, You 
make him a guide for Your people now 
caught up in war. Although Jeremiah 
is never far removed from the agony of 
people, hope for him is always stirring 
just beneath the surface of the barren 
Earth. 

The word of the Lord endures forever. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
UNITED STATES CAPITOL PRES-
ERVATION COMMISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 40 U.S.C. 188a, and the order of 
the House of January 8, 2003, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Members of the House 
to the United States Capitol Preserva-
tion Commission: 

Mr. YOUNG, Florida. 
Mr. LATOURETTE, Ohio.

f 

CONGRATULATING OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES ACADEMY 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate Our Lady of 
Lourdes Academy in my congressional 
district for winning first place at the 
‘‘Florida We the People: The Citizen 
and the Constitution’’ competition. 
This civics competition ensures that 
students understand the history and 
the philosophy of our U.S. Constitution 

and our Bill of Rights. It is an impor-
tant program that aids students in un-
derstanding their rights and respon-
sibilities as American citizens. 

Lourdes Academy, the reigning na-
tional champions, will be coming to 
Washington this month to compete for 
the national title. Please join me in 
congratulating the students of Lourdes 
Academy and especially their teacher, 
Rosie Heffernan, on their outstanding 
achievement and wishing them much 
success in the national competition. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL LEAVES 
CRITICAL AREAS UNDERFUNDED 
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
speak against the supplemental bill 
proposed by the Bush administration. 

While Democrats strongly support 
the immediate passing of whatever is 
necessary to support our troops, the 
administration’s war supplemental ap-
pears to leave critical areas severely 
underfunded. 

Under the bill, there would be no 
money, no money, to provide commu-
nication equipment for first respond-
ers, leaving many local police, fire-
fighters, and emergency workers un-
able to communicate with each other 
during an emergency. 

There would be no money, no money, 
for homeland security grants, despite 
the Coast Guard’s latest report that 
they are short almost $1 billion to 
meet port security needs in this year 
alone. 

This bill also leaves nuclear security 
needs amounts unmet, providing only 7 
percent of the $380 million which his 
own Secretary of Energy identified as 
an urgent homeland security require-
ment. 

This bill is bad for the economy, and 
it is bad for our Nation’s first respond-
ers. Underfunding critical programs 
and operations puts our homeland at 
risk. 

f 

AMERICAN DREAM DOWN 
PAYMENT ACT 

(Ms. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, this 
afternoon the Subcommittee on Hous-
ing and Community Opportunity of the 
Committee on Financial Services will 
begin hearings on President Bush’s vi-
sionary plan to extend the dream of 
homeownership to tens of thousands of 
low-income families and individuals 
across our Nation. 

As I have consulted with housing ad-
vocates throughout my district, I have 
repeatedly heard that a great number 
of low-income Americans could meet a 
monthly mortgage payment were it not 
for that initial obstacle of the closing 
costs and down payment associated 
with the traditional residential loan. 

H.R. 1276, the American Dream Down 
Payment Act, removes that barrier for 
an estimated 40,000 low-income fami-
lies and individuals every year. 

Madam Speaker, the extension of af-
fordable quality housing opportunities 
to every American is a moral impera-
tive for a decent, compassionate soci-
ety. H.R. 1276 represents a powerful 
step toward this goal, providing thou-
sands of men, women and children 
across our Nation with the dignity, sta-
bility and economic empowerment of 
homeownership.

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET 
SHORTCHANGES AMERICA 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, the 
budget shortchanges the security of 
cities and towns across America. The 
next terrorist we catch might be 
caught by the FBI, but it is more like-
ly that they will be found by local law 
enforcement, like the routine traffic 
stop in April of 2001, where a police of-
ficer pulled over none other than the 9–
11 ring leader Mohammed Atta. 

It is not clear that the 9–11 attacks 
could have been prevented by a traffic 
stop, but what should be clear is that 
even if our government has informa-
tion on would-be terrorists, local law 
enforcement is still out of the loop. 

The President and the Republican 
leaders in Congress both ignore this 
issue in their budgets. While we spend 
billions to tear down and rebuild Iraq, 
the Republican budget shortchanges 
the local police officers, firefighters, 
and other first responders who are 
America’s first defense against terror. 

In my own district, the community 
of Culver City, California, is right next 
to the Los Angeles International Air-
port. They need our support with first 
responders. 

f 

KEEP NETHERCUTT-KENNEDY 
AMENDMENT ON SUPPLEMENTAL 
(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, 
this week we will be voting on our sup-
plemental appropriations bill to help 
partially fund the war in Iraq. An im-
portant amendment, which was unani-
mously agreed to by the House that is 
on that bill, was called the Nethercutt-
Kennedy amendment, and it has to do 
with the fact that the Congress has 
voted not to allow Germany, France, 
Syria and Russia to share in American 
taxpayer-funded reconstruction efforts 
in Iraq. 

The idea behind this is that Russia, 
France, Syria and Germany have not 
been on our side and, in many ways, 
helped accelerate the war in Iraq by 
seeming to side with Saddam Hussein. 
We believe that if the U.N. Security 
Council and these members were uni-
fied against the weapons of mass de-
struction and the regime of Saddam 
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