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I could cite any number of them, but 

today I will mention three and high-
light one. Prexy, President Lawrence 
A. Davis, Sr., had no peer as an admin-
istrator and was beloved by genera-
tions of individuals who are connected 
to the University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff. 

Mr. Ray Russell, chairman of the 
History Department, was one of the 
most exciting professors that I have 
ever known. I was a history major, and 
he was my friend, mentor, and a father 
figure. 

However, the man that I would high-
light and the man whose thinking 
helped to shape my own passion for 
democratic principles and social activ-
ism, Professor Adolph Reed, Sr., was 
my political science professor. I re-
member Mr. REED so well, as his other 
students have described him, slender, 
suave, in constant motion, talking in-
cessantly, keeping us in rapt attention 
as he waxed eloquently about Locke, 
Rousseau, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick 
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Daisy 
Bates, Martin Luther King, and the 
nameless sharecroppers, common, ordi-
nary people, everyday people who 
would march, demonstrate, picket, 
boycott, and do whatever they could to 
try and obtain justice. 

Professor Reed, like so many others 
of his generation, migrated from Ar-
kansas to Chicago, where he worked as 
a railroad dining car waiter and sat in 
on classes at the University of Chicago. 
His experiences in the hustle and bus-
tle in the predominantly black South 
Side of Chicago remained a central 
part of his being as he continued on the 
path to greatness. 

He was drafted into the Army, was 
part of the Normandy invasion, and 
saw action at the Battle of the Bulge. 
He was involved in protests by black 
troops in Charleston, South Carolina, 
and in Manchester, England. He often 
remarked about the contradiction of 
having been sent to fight the racist 
Nazis in a racially segregated United 
States Army. 

After the war, Professor Reed, like 
many other veterans, especially Afri-
can American males who had never be-
fore had the opportunity to attend col-
lege in large numbers, enrolled at 
Fiske University in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. He pursued postgraduate stud-
ies at New York University and Amer-
ican University. 

Mr. REED taught at Arkansas A.M. 
and N. College, where he was my in-
structor. He then moved on to South-
ern University, where he resigned as 
the result of a clash with the univer-
sity’s president over his expulsion of 
student protestors who were dem-
onstrating for civil rights, equal oppor-
tunity, and an end to segregation. He 
held visiting professorships at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and the University of California at 
San Diego. 

At Arkansas A.M. and N., we knew 
Mr. REED was spellbinding, but we did 
not know that while at Fiske he had 

been editor of an independent radical 
newspaper called ‘‘Give Me a Name,’’ or 
that during the 1940s had been active in 
the American Labor Party. In 1948, he 
was a delegate to the Progressive 
Party convention that launched Henry 
Wallace’s Presidential campaign. 

We did not know that he had been at 
Peekskill, New York, in 1949 to show 
support for our hero, Paul Robeson; or 
that he had been a reporter for the New 
York Compass. 

After getting to know Dr. Adolph 
Reed, Jr., a well-known college pro-
fessor who teaches political science at 
the New School for Social Research in 
New York City, and to know that Mr. 
REED’s grandson, Toure F. Reed is a 
history professor at Illinois State Uni-
versity in Bloomington, Illinois, it re-
inforces for me the kind of legacy that 
he left. 

Mr. REED taught at the University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville from 1971 to 
1994, when he retired with the title 
‘‘professor emeritus.’’

Madam Speaker, it is good to have 
known one who lived what he taught, 
who practiced what he preached, who 
understood that you cannot lead where 
you are unwilling to go, and that you 
cannot teach what you do not know. 

I want to end this with Dr. Reed, 
Jr.’s, characterization of his father. 
‘‘Professor Reed as a political scientist 
remained convinced that both major 
political parties are too beholden to 
corporate interests, which he fre-
quently described as the basis for the 
perverted priorities of American poli-
tics.’’

In recent years, he became an active 
supporter of the New Labor Party, cre-
ated in 1996, and its project of building 
a politics in this country based on a 
working-class economic agenda. He was 
a man for many seasons, and often-
times thought of as a man before his 
time. 

I am proud to have known him, and 
appreciate the tremendous contribu-
tion that he made to all of America.

Madam Speaker, it is so good to have 
known one who lived what he taught, who 
practiced what he preached, who understood 
that you cannot lead where you are unwilling 
to go and that you cannot teach what you do 
not know. 

I want to end this with Dr. Adolph Reed Jr.’s 
characterization of his father. Professor Reed 
as a political scientist:

. . . remained convinced that both major 
political parties are too beholden to cor-
porate interests, which he frequently de-
scribed as the basis for the ‘‘perverted prior-
ities’’ of American politics. In recent years, 
he became an active supporter of the New 
Labor Party, created in 1996, and its project 
of building a politics in this country based 
on a working class economic agenda that 
cuts across other potential social divisions. 
All his life he lamented what he perceived as 
the ruling class’s success in inducing too 
many poor and working people to identify 
the wrong enemies.

He stressed the roles of the news media, 
education system and organized religion in 
perpetuating that situation:

These convictions shaped his approach to 
intellectual and political life. He was widely 

known among colleagues and in the political 
science profession as a person of uncommon 
honesty and integrity, a witty and engaging 
raconteur, big ban jazz aficionado, a biting 
critic and a generous friend. Although he 
never shied away from expressing intellec-
tual and political disagreements, he refused 
to take differences personally and could 
maintain friendships with those with who he 
differed sharply. His teaching philosophy was 
simply to encourage students to think inde-
pendently.

Professor Reed was an important force in 
the development of a generation of Black Po-
litical scientists and a prominent voice in the 
organization throughout its formative years. He 
was also a founding member of the American 
Political Science Association’s Caucus for a 
New Political Science. 

When I learned that Mr. Reed and his family 
had lived in Dumas, Eudora and Reed, Arkan-
sas, his being became even more meaningful 
to me, given the fact that this is the largely 
rural, impoverished area where I grew up. This 
has provided me with even more affinity for 
this great scholar and tremendous teacher. 

Adolph Reed Sr. 1921–2003, a man with 
exceptional insight, common experiences, me-
nial work, a soldier, activist, uncompromising 
philosopher, served on State Constitution 
Committees in Arkansas and Louisiana, inspi-
ration to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., acknowl-
edged prominently in Race and Democracy, a 
book by Adam Fairclough depicting the Civil 
Rights Struggle in Louisiana from 1915 to 
1972, heralded by activists like Stokley Car-
michael, featured in the Black Press for being 
at the core of student unrest and activism on 
black college campuses, intellectual giant. Mr. 
Reed, when your family and friends gather in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas to pay tribute, please 
know that there are thousands of us across 
the country who are there in spirit and of 
course, you will always be with us. ‘‘Sante 
Sana’’ ‘‘The Struggle will Continue.’’

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
claim the time of the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. BURTON). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SALUTING A GREAT AMERICAN, 
THE LATE PRIVATE MICHAEL 
RUSSELL CREIGHTON-WELDON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise this afternoon to salute 
a great American, Private Michael 
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Russell Creighton-Weldon. Private 
Creighton-Weldon of Palm Bay, Flor-
ida, was killed this past weekend while 
serving in Iraq as part of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. He was one of the sol-
diers killed by the suicide bomber driv-
ing the taxi. 

Private Creighton-Weldon was in 
Company A, the 27th Infantry, Third 
Division, out of Fort Stewart, Georgia. 
My prayers and condolences are with 
Michael’s family during this hour of 
loss. My family and my staff grieve 
with them in honor of Michael. 

President Lincoln was once quoted 
saying that we as a nation ‘‘should 
have faith that right makes might, and 
in that faith let us, to the end, dare to 
do our duty.’’ Michael dared to do his 
duty, and in so doing, he gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our continued free-
dom. We owe him a debt of gratitude 
that we can never repay.

b 1630 

This morning, I had the honor of 
speaking to Michael’s mother, retired 
U.S. Army Sergeant Major Jean 
Weldon. She said that Michael, or Big 
Mike as his family affectionately 
called him, was a hero to his family 
and now he is a hero for America. 

Mrs. Weldon also had great praise for 
the Palm Bay Police Department and 
the mayor for the support that they 
have provided her during this time of 
grieving. Specifically, they have had to 
deploy officers to her house to keep the 
press away from her and her family 
who have been very grieved by the con-
stant approaches of the press. And I 
think America’s press should be aware 
of this that one grieving mom would 
like some space and that they should 
be sensitive to this all across the Na-
tion because I am sure her experience 
is not unique. 

While sadness comes with the loss of 
each soldier, we can have faith in our 
military commanders and in our Com-
mander in Chief. Coalition forces con-
tinue to make good progress towards 
our objective of ending the Iraqi re-
gime, freeing the Iraqi people, and dis-
arming the country of weapons of mass 
destruction. It was in this cause that 
Michael gave his life, and it is a worthy 
cause. 

Secretary Rumsfeld said this past 
weekend that there are difficult days 
ahead. We know this in Palm Bay, as 
we are experiencing it firsthand. To the 
extent that the Republican Guard 
poses difficulties, which we expect 
them to, there will be dangerous days 
ahead, Mr. Rumsfeld went on to say. 
Baghdad may not be easy, but the out-
come is certain and at some point the 
Iraqi people will end up fearing Sad-
dam Hussein and his regime less and 
they will end up anticipating liberation 
and freedom more; and it will end and 
it will end successfully. 

The true nature of the Iraqi regime is 
being revealed by what we see. Brutal 
treatment of POWs; use of human 
shields to protect military assets from 
attack; the torching of oil fields which 

are the future of the Iraqi people; false 
reports about coalition attacks on ci-
vilians, mosques and cultural centers; 
lies about Iraqi adherence to Geneva 
Conventions which they have blatantly 
violated; Feyadeen infiltration of reg-
ular Iraqi forces to prevent surrender 
and defection; using false acts of sur-
render in flagrant violation of the laws 
of war, and using them to attack coali-
tion forces; and, yes, the use of suicide 
bombers, one of whom took the life of 
a great American, Michael Russell 
Creighton-Weldon. 

We all in the 15th congressional dis-
trict and in our Nation salute Michael 
for the service he provided our Nation 
and the sacrifice he made. We join with 
his mother, his father, his entire ex-
tended family in extending our condo-
lences, and our prayers are with them 
and our Nation and our troops in the 
field as we continue in this cause. 

f 

CHURCH PENSION PLAN FAIRNESS 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida). Under 
a previous order of the House, the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to introduce legislation that 
amends our Nation’s security laws in 
order to end discrimination against 
church pension programs. 

One thing most Americans under-
stand is the importance of saving 
money to ensure financial security 
after they retire. Just as important, 
they understand that investing in an 
employer-sponsored pension plan is a 
great way to help achieve this goal. 
America’s clergy are no less interested 
in their retirement. In fact, for thou-
sands of dedicated men and women of 
our clergy, pension plans are just as 
important, if not more so, as they are 
to members of the laity. 

Yet for far too long, Congress has un-
intentionally failed to update church 
pension laws making it more difficult 
for clergy and other church employees 
to maximize their retirement savings. 

Madam Speaker, one arcane, yet im-
portant, provision of our security laws 
allows corporate and other secular pen-
sion plans to band together into what 
are called collective trusts. These 
trusts allow pension plans to pool their 
assets for investment purposes in var-
ious stock and nonstock interests. For 
example, some collective trusts invest 
in real estate or private investment op-
portunities. They represent a way for 
pension plans to diversify their invest-
ments and to share the risks and trans-
action costs with other pension plans. 

Collective trusts are not the problem. 
The problem is current law prohibits 
the Christian Brothers Church in 
Romeoville, Illinois, along with thou-
sands of other church pension plans 
across the country, from participating 
in collective trusts. As a result, church 
pension plans cannot pool their assets 
and reap the benefits of collecting buy-

ing power. My bill is intended to cor-
rect this inequity. 

There are three other points that are 
important for me to make: first, the 
SEC requires that collective trusts 
have sole management and control 
over the assets that are invested; sec-
ond, nothing in this legislation is in-
tended to alter the traditional SEC in-
terpretation that the financial institu-
tion is responsible for exercising hands-
on control over the collective trust; 
and, third, this measure does not in 
any way effect Tax Code provisions 
governing the treatment of pension 
plans, including the requirement that a 
church plan must be maintained by a 
church or eligible church-affiliated or-
ganization. 

My bill allows church plan assets to 
be included in collective trust funds 
that also include assets of private em-
ployee and governmental plans. 

Madam Speaker, there is no sound 
policy reason for our security laws to 
exclude church plan participation in 
specifically tailored pension plan in-
vestments. The Church Pension Plan 
Fairness Act is a reasonable, measured, 
and fair response to many of the con-
cerns raised by clergy and other church 
employees around the country. 

I want to thank my distinguished 
colleague and friend from Tennessee 
(Mr. FORD) for his strong support in co-
sponsorship of this legislation, and I 
urge my colleagues to join us in sup-
porting this bill. Our clergy deserves 
no less than the millions of other 
working men and women of America.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take the 
time allocated to the gentlewoman 
from the District of Columbia (Ms. 
NORTON). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

FIGHT FOR OUR VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, in 
Iraq our Nation is creating 300,000 new 
war veterans. As these future veterans 
are fulfilling their duty to America in 
time of war, we must commit to fulfill 
our responsibilities to them in times of 
peace. But instead, the Bush adminis-
tration recently saved $388 million by 
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