March 25, 2003

be reasonable and I can deal with peo-
ple who have the best interests of
America in mind. We entered into a de-
bate last Thursday night, a simple res-
olution to support our troops. This is
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of that de-
bate that ran on until about 3 o’clock
on last Friday morning and some of the
things that | heard here are the kind of
things that | would have expected to
hear from the people that were in the
middle of the street.

For example, the gentlewoman from
California: “I believed and still believe
that diplomatic alternatives existed.
The inspection process was working.”’

That debate was over.

The gentleman from Washington
said:

The leadership should be ashamed of bring-
ing this resolution to the floor. I for one will
not be forced to praise the President’s reck-
less decisions. | cannot endorse the adminis-
tration’s policy of unilateral military action
without international sanctions. This is a
war of choice.

Unilateral military action with 47
nations signed on. | could go on and on.
I have marked these in the book over
and over again.

If you are on the front lines in lIraq,
if you have volunteered to risk your
life to protect the liberties of this
great Nation and you see the dis-
content in the streets of America and
around the world of people that cannot
answer the simple question, has there
ever been a just war, and they will not
answer that question because they
know that if they do, they will have to
say the Revolutionary War was not a
just one by their logic and they would
be kneeling to a King George.

So we have George W. Bush President
and a great one, one who has laid out a
vision for this country. It is a vision
that is in this document, this docu-
ment that hardly anyone reads, the Na-
tional Security Strategy of the United
States of America. | have gone through
that and taken out some excerpts that
I think are important that the public
understand and know. This is policy
that is being applied | believe today in
Iraq:

We do not use our strength to press for uni-
lateral advantage. We seek instead to create
a balance of power that favors human free-
dom. The United States must defend liberty
and justice because these principles are right
and true for all people everywhere. No nation
owns these aspirations and no nation is ex-
empt from them.

People everywhere want to be able to
speak freely, choose who will govern them,
worship as they please, educate their chil-
dren, male and female, own property and
enjoy the benefits of their labor. These val-
ues of freedom are right and true for every
person in every society, and the duty of pro-
tecting these values against their enemies is
the common calling of freedom-loving people
across the globe and across the ages.

That is our calling. It is a calling to
end this war on tyranny at some point.
It is a call to provide for the safety of
the American people.

In conclusion, | would use these
words from the President’s State of the
Union address January 28:
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Americans are a free people who know that
freedom is the right of every person and the
future of every nation. The liberty we prize
is not America’s gift to the world; it is God’s
gift to humanity.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADLEY of New Hampshire). Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
ATTACK IN KASHMIR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise on
the House floor this evening to express
my deep sorrow for the victims of a
brutal attack in Kashmir that began
on late Sunday night in Nandimarg vil-
lage, which was inhabited by 11 re-
maining Kashmiri Pandit families.
After the massacre by gunmen dressed
in Indian Army uniforms, 24 Kashmiri
Pandits, including 11 women and two
children, were left dead.

Mr. Speaker, the conflict in Kashmir
has plagued this region for over 3 dec-
ades and has created an extremely dan-
gerous and unstable situation for the
Pandit community. There was a long
history of attacks against Pandits in
the 1990s, which started the mass mi-
gration of this indigenous people from
the valley. As the severity of violence
has increased and as the frequency of
attacks has risen to a near daily basis,
the mass exodus of the Pandits has per-
petuated and, over time, well over
60,000 Pandits have been murdered. The
Pandits as a people have faced tremen-
dous hardship. They have been forced
to leave their homes, jobs and temples
in order to stay alive. They have been
forced to abandon cultural practices in
order to live in refugee camps. The exo-
dus from the valley has left the
Pandits as refugees in their own coun-
try, running away from persecution
and extinction.

Mr. Speaker, for the Pandits who
have remained in the Kashmir Valley
or who planned to return, assurances
were made in November by the new
Kashmiri state coalition government
to protect Pandits from violence. In
fact, when the new government took
power in Kashmir, its leaders pledged
to provide welcoming conditions and
the resources necessary for Pandits to
safely return.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, this has
not been the case and both the state
and federal authorities have failed to
protect the Pandits. It has become
clear that security lapses contributed
to yesterday’s Nandimarg massacre
and both the state government in
Jammu and Kashmir as well as the In-
dian Government in New Delhi must
step up and meet the needs of both the
nearly 8,000 Pandits living in the Kash-
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mir Valley and the 200,000 that live
outside of Kashmir. The Pandits in the
valley cannot continue to endure the
unceasing threat of violence, and the
Pandits elsewhere in India must be
convinced that their return to the val-
ley will be safe.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that a combina-
tion of events will take place that will
effectuate necessary protections for
these people. | encourage the coalition
government in Kashmir to do justice to
the Pandits. Additionally, | urge Presi-
dent Bush to put more pressure on
President Musharraf of Pakistan to
stop Islamic militant infiltration into
Kashmir and to end Pakistan’s moral
and military support to these fun-
damentalists responsible for the mass
murder of the Pandits. Pakistan re-
ceived $50 million in military assist-
ance from the U.S. earlier this month,
is slated to receive $25 million in the
supplemental appropriations bill sched-
uled to come to the House floor, and in
the President’s fiscal year 2004 budget
there is a provision that requests $75
million to Pakistan in foreign military
financing. My fear is that U.S. military
assistance to Pakistan will then be
turned around and used against India,
particularly in Kashmir.

Mr. Speaker, the President must con-
tinue to persuade Pakistan to end ter-
rorism in Kashmir and the U.S. should
not be providing military assistance to
the Musharraf regime. Mr. Speaker,
there are no words to express the dev-
astation of the Nandimarg massacre
and the sad history of the Kashmiri
Pandits. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
Pandits, | call upon the coalition gov-
ernment in the state of Jammu and
Kashmir to actively engage in steps to
protect Pandits that are still in the
valley and to ensure the safe return of
all Pandits that have been forced to
leave for over a decade.

DENOUNCING INHUMANE TREAT-
MENT OF UNITED STATES PRIS-
ONERS OF WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise this
evening to denounce the creation and
the broadcast of the inhumane treat-
ment of United States prisoners of war
held by the Iraqi military, photo-
graphed by the Iragi military in viola-
tion of the Geneva Convention and
broadcast worldwide by the Qatar gov-
ernment-owned Al Jazeera network.

For those who have been living some-
where other than in front of television
the last 48 hours, Mr. Speaker, we all
were witness of lIragi forces parading
five captured American soldiers, in-
cluding a woman, before television
cameras this past weekend. The Iraqi
television footage, which was replayed
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to the entire Arab world for half a day,
to over a billion people by the Qatar-
based and -operated Al Jazeera net-
work, not only showed these American
POWs under a state of great indignity
and duress, but it also showed the bod-
ies of at least four other soldiers,
graphically and closely portrayed, two
of whom appeared to have been shot in
the head, raising suspicions that they
had been executed after being captured.

Mr. Speaker, the Geneva Convention
is quite clear and both Iraq and the
United States and civilized elements of
the media attain to the standards of
that convention. It provides in part:

Prisoners of war must at all times be hu-
manely treated. Likewise, prisoners of war
must at all times be protected, particularly
against acts of violence or intimidation and
against insults or public curiosity. Measures
of reprisal against prisoners of war are pro-
hibited.

It is quite clear, and | cite now
Human Rights Watch International,
that the humiliating display of pris-
oners of war is a war crime. The lead-
ers of our military who at this very
hour, with tens of thousands of brave
soldiers at their side, labor on behalf of
liberty and on behalf of our freedoms,
have made it quite clear that those
who have treated American POWs,
past, present and future, will be held to
an account, Mr. Speaker. They will be
hunted, and they will be prosecuted as
war criminals.

But I rise not only in disgust over the
behavior of lIragi military personnel,
which comes as no surprise to those of
us who are students of the inhumanity
of the regime of Saddam Hussein, but |
rise also to condemn the decision by
the Al Jazeera network to broadcast
these materials. Also, as has been ob-
served by military personnel in the
field, the very broadcast of these mate-
rials to over a billion people in the
world was a violation of the Geneva
Convention. | would cite Lieutenant
General John Abizaid, the deputy com-
mander of Allied forces who said that
any state-owned media or network that
shows these materials is also in viola-
tion of the Geneva Convention and,
quote, “‘will be held to account.” This
behavior to perform it but also to
broadcast it is, in his words, absolutely
unacceptable.

Today and tomorrow, Members of
this body on both sides of the aisle as
a part of our briefings, Mr. Speaker, in
the name of the American people and
on their behalf, will view these rep-
rehensible 6 minutes which were played
over and over again to over a billion
people in the world. | rise today not
just to offer warning to the deaf ears of
an inhumane regime in Baghdad but |
rise to offer a warning to the govern-
ment of Qatar that is friendly to the
United States, our own central com-
mand is in part located there at this
hour, and say that your government-
owned media should think very, very
carefully about any future decisions
which portray American POWSs in any
way that is violative of international
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convention, of the Geneva Convention,
or of the dignity of those brave men
and women who fight on our behalf.
The lIraqgi soldiers are warned, but let
our friends in the government of Qatar
also be warned that those who violate
this convention will be held to account.

———

THE WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the
President has said that bringing free-
dom to Irag would not be easy and that
it would not be fast. | think it is im-
portant that Americans know that we
are indeed making incredible progress,
but it is unrealistic to expect that
after 12 weeks of digging himself in
that we will be able to remove Saddam
in a week.

Just yesterday, critics were ques-
tioning whether Iraqgis really wanted
freedom because there had been no pop-
ular uprisings against Saddam Hus-
sein’s henchmen. Well, today we have
reports from our allies that in Basra,
Iraqi civilians have challenged
Saddam’s soldiers. Clearly, the Presi-
dent and his advisers have a plan and it
is working.

The second point | would like to
make this evening is that we must re-
member the unsung heroes of this con-
flict, the military families. For every
American soldier, there is a family,
there is a community and an entire Na-
tion who is praying that all will go
well.
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It is imperative that we keep them in
our prayers, for too often the chal-
lenges that they face go unnoticed.

Mr. Speaker, Fort Campbell sits in
my congressional district. | would like
to take this time to honor the families
of the soldiers from Fort Campbell, the
Special Operations forces, the 101st
forces. We appreciate so much these
families and the sacrifice that they are
making to see freedom and liberty pre-
served not only in our country but also
for the Iraqi people.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADLEY of New Hampshire). Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA
SANCHEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATSON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gentle-
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woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
tonight to bring to the attention of the
body another group of people that I
would like to bring into what we are
now calling the homeland heroes.
These are folks whose daily lives con-
front them with incredible stresses and
challenges far different than what their
business had provided them with to
begin with.

They started out ranching, and that
is a difficult task in and of itself. But
after generations in that particular in-
dustry and living in the same area on
the border of Mexico, living in Arizona,
many of the people who reside there
are now living in what we can, | think,
accurately describe as a war zone.
Every week | have been bringing to the
House the names and pictures of those
people that | want to induct into this
homeland heroes hall of fame, | guess
is the way we will describe it.

Tonight | want to talk about Rob and
Sue Krentz, who own and operate a
ranch located on the far southeastern
corner of Arizona, about 12 miles north
of the U.S./Mexico border and 25 miles
northeast of the city of Douglas. They
are third-generation ranchers. This
ranch has been in their family since
1907.

Rob and Susie Krentz have three
children they raised on that ranch.
Their two sons, Andrew and Frank, at-
tend New Mexico State University, and
their daughter, Kyle, is a high school
senior.

The Krentz family story is similar in
many ways to the experiences of hun-
dreds of other ranchers in this border
region. Yet to them and their children
it is unique and it is personal and
dreadful in the impact it has had on
their lives and the future viability of
their way of life as ranchers.

Just one tiny statistic that begins to
tell the story of what these folks face
every single day. In the month of No-
vember, 2002, in the Tucson Sector of
the U.S. Border Patrol, which includes
Cochise County, where this the Krentz
ranch is located, the Border Patrol ap-
prehended 23,000 border crossers.

That was in the month of November.
It is anybody’s guess as to how many
people actually come across, but many,
many people would suggest that the
ratio is just about maybe one in five,
and that is a very conservative esti-
mate, that for every one person we ap-
prehend on the border, at least five get
through. Again, | think it is closer to
one in ten, but | will accept even this
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