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of New York, Ms. Lee, Mr. Crowley, Mr. 
Hoeffel, Mr. Blumenauer, Ms. Berkley, Mrs. 
Napolitano, Mr. Schiff, Ms. Watson. 

(10) COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY: Mr. Ber-
man, Mr. Boucher, Mr. Nadler, Mr. Scott of 
Virginia, Mr. Watt, Ms. Lofgren, Ms. Jack-
son-Lee of Texas, Ms. Waters, Mr. Meehan, 
Mr. Delahunt, Mr. Wexler, Ms. Baldwin, Mr. 
Weiner, Mr. Schiff, Ms. Linda T. Sánchez. 

(11) COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES: Mr. George 
Miller of California, Mr. Markey, Mr. Kildee, 
Mr. DeFazio, Mr. Faleomavaega, Mr. Aber-
crombie, Mr. Ortiz, Mr. Pallone, Mr. Dooley 
of California, Mr. Smith of Washington, Mrs. 
Christensen, Mr. Kind, Mr. Inslee, Mrs. 
Napolitano, Mr. Udall of New Mexico, Mr. 
Udall of Colorado, Mr. Acevedo-Vilá, Mr. 
Carson of Oklahoma. 

(12) COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE: Mr. Gordon, 
Mr. Costello, Ms. Eddie Bernice Johnson of 
Texas, Ms. Woolsey, Ms. Lofgren, Ms. Jack-
son-Lee of Texas, Mr. Etheridge, Mr. 
Lampson, Mr. Larson of Connecticut, Mr. 
Udall of Colorado, Mr. Wu, Mr. Baird, Mr. 
Israel, Mr. Honda. 

(13) COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Ms. 
Millender-McDonald, Mr. Davis of Illinois, 
Mr. Pascrell, Mrs. Christensen, Mr. Brady of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Udall of New Mexico, Mr. 
Gonzalez, Mr. Langevin. 

(14) COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND IN-
FRASTRUCTURE: Mr. Rahall, Mr. Lipinski, Mr. 
DeFazio, Mr. Costello, Ms. Norton, Mr. Nad-
ler, Mr. Menendez, Ms. Corrine Brown of 
Florida, Mr. Filner, Ms. Eddie Bernice John-
son of Texas, Mr. Taylor of Mississippi, Ms. 
Millender-McDonald, Mr. Cummings, Mr. 
Blumenauer, Mrs. Tauscher, Mr. Pascrell, 
Mr. Boswell, Mr. Holden, Mr. Lampson, Mr. 
Baird, Ms. Berkley, Mr. Carson of Oklahoma, 
Mr. Matheson, Mr. Honda, Mr. Larsen of 
Washington, Mr. Capuano, Mr. Weiner, Ms. 
Carson of Indiana, Mr. Hoeffel, Mr. Thomp-
son of California, Mr. Bishop of New York, 
Mr. Michaud, Mr. Davis of Tennessee. 

(15) COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS: Mr. 
Filner, Mr. Gutierrez, Ms. Corrine Brown of 
Florida, Mr. Snyder, Mr. Rodriguez. 

(16) COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS: Mr. 
Stark, Mr. Matsui, Mr. Levin, Mr. Cardin, 
Mr. McDermott, Mr. Kleczka, Mr. Lewis of 
Georgia, Mr. Neal of Massachusetts, Mr. 
McNulty, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Tanner, Mr. 
Becerra, Mr. Doggett, Mr. Pomeroy, Mr. 
Sandlin, Mrs. Jones of Ohio.

Mr. MENENDEZ (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PLATTS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ELECTION OF MEMBER TO CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEES OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Democratic Caucus, I 
call up a privileged resolution (H. Res. 
36) electing a named Member to stand-
ing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 36
Resolved, That the following named Mem-

ber be and is hereby elected to the following 

standing committees of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

(1) COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES: Mr. 
Sanders. 

(2) COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM: 
Mr. Sanders.

Mr. MENENDEZ (during the read-
ing). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:40 p.m. for the purpose of 
receiving in joint session the President 
of the United States. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 21 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 8:40 p.m.

f 

b 2044 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 8 o’clock and 44 
minutes p.m. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 28, 2003. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington, 

DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
January 28, 2003 at 5:49 p.m. 

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.J. Res. 2, requests a conference. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 12. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk of the House.

f 

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE 
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 12 TO 
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs. 

Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice 
President and Members of the U.S. 
Senate, who entered the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 

of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints 
as members of the committee on the 
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the 
Chamber: 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY); 

The gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
PRYCE); 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
COX); 

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
KINGSTON); 

The gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. PELOSI); 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ); and 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort the 
President of the United States into the 
House Chamber: 

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr. 
FRIST); 

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 
MCCONNELL); 

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SANTORUM); 

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL); 
The Senator from Virginia (Mr. 

ALLEN); 
The Senator from Virginia (Mr. WAR-

NER); 
The Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 

DASCHLE); 
The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-

KULSKI); and 
The Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 

BREAUX). 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-

nounced the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency Roble 
Olhaye, Ambassador from Djibouti. 

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps entered the Hall of the House of 
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

The Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court entered the Hall of the House of 
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him in front of the Speaker’s 
rostrum. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of 
the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 9 o’clock and 3 minutes p.m., the 
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

The President of the United States, 
escorted by the committee of Senators 
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and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you the 
President of the United States. 

(Applause, the Members rising.)
f 

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Vice-
President CHENEY, Members of Con-
gress, distinguished guests and fellow 
citizens: 

Every year, by law and by custom, we 
meet here to consider the state of the 
Union. This year, we gather in this 
Chamber deeply aware of decisive days 
that lie ahead. 

You and I serve our country in a time 
of great consequence. During this ses-
sion of Congress, we have the duty to 
reform domestic programs vital to our 
country, we have the opportunity to 
save millions of lives abroad from a 
terrible disease, we will work for a 
prosperity that is broadly shared, and 
we will answer every danger and every 
enemy that threatens the American 
people. 

In all these days of promise and days 
of reckoning, we can be confident. In a 
whirlwind of change, and hope, and 
peril, our faith is sure, our resolve is 
firm, and our Union is strong. 

This country has many challenges. 
We will not deny, we will not ignore, 
we will not pass along our problems to 
other Congresses, to other Presidents 
and other generations. We will con-
front them with focus, and clarity, and 
courage. 

During the last 2 years, we have seen 
what can be accomplished when we 
work together. To lift the standards of 
our public schools, we achieved historic 
education reform, which must now be 
carried out in every school, and in 
every classroom, so that every child in 
America can read and learn and suc-
ceed in life. 

To protect our country, we reorga-
nized our government and created the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
which is mobilizing against the threats 
of a new era. To bring our economy out 
of recession, we delivered the largest 
tax relief in a generation. To insist on 
integrity in American business, we 
passed tough reforms, and we are hold-
ing corporate criminals to account. 

Some might call this a good record. I 
call it a good start. Tonight I ask the 
House and the Senate to join me in the 
next bold steps to serve our fellow citi-
zens. 

Our first goal is clear: We must have 
an economy that grows fast enough to 
employ every man and woman who 
seeks a job. 

After recession, terrorist attacks, 
corporate scandals and stock market 
declines, our economy is recovering; 
yet it is not growing fast enough or 

strongly enough. With unemployment 
rising, our Nation needs more small 
businesses to open, more companies to 
invest and expand, more employers to 
put up the sign that says, ‘‘Help want-
ed.’’

Jobs are created when the economy 
grows; the economy grows when Ameri-
cans have more money to spend and in-
vest; and the best and fairest way to 
make sure Americans have that money 
is not to tax it away in the first place. 

I am proposing that all the income 
tax reductions set for 2004 and 2006 be 
made permanent and effective this 
year. And under my plan, as soon as I 
sign the bill, this extra money will 
start showing up in workers’ pay-
checks. Instead of gradually reducing 
the marriage penalty, we should do it 
now. Instead of slowly raising the child 
credit to $1,000, we should send the 
checks to American families now. 

This tax relief is for everyone who 
pays income taxes, and it will help our 
economy immediately. Ninety-two mil-
lion Americans will keep, this year, an 
average of almost $1,100 more of their 
own money. A family of four with an 
income of $40,000 would see their Fed-
eral income taxes fall from $1,178 to $45 
per year. Our plan will improve the 
bottom line for more than 23 million 
small businesses. 

You, the Congress, have already 
passed all these reductions, and prom-
ised them for future years. If this tax 
relief is good for Americans 3 or 5 or 7 
years from now, it is even better for 
Americans today. 

We should also strengthen the econ-
omy by treating investors equally in 
our tax laws. It is fair to tax a com-
pany’s profits. It is not fair to again 
tax the shareholder on the same prof-
its. To boost investor confidence, and 
to help the nearly 10 million seniors 
who receive a dividend income, I ask 
you to end the unfair double taxation 
of dividends. 

Lower taxes and greater investment 
will help this economy expand. More 
jobs mean more taxpayers, and higher 
revenues to our government. The best 
way to address the deficit and move to-
ward a balanced budget is to encourage 
economic growth, and to show some 
spending discipline in Washington, DC. 
We must work together to fund only 
our most important priorities. I will 
send you a budget that increases dis-
cretionary spending by 4 percent next 
year, about as much as the average 
family’s income is expected to grow, 
and that is a good benchmark for us. 
Federal spending should not rise any 
faster than the paychecks of American 
families. 

A growing economy and a focus on 
essential priorities will be crucial to 
the future of Social Security. As we 
continue to work together to keep So-
cial Security sound and reliable, we 
must offer younger workers a chance 
to invest in retirement accounts that 
they will control and they will own. 

Our second goal is high-quality, af-
fordable health care for all Americans. 

The American system of medicine is 
a model of skill and innovation, with a 
pace of discovery that is adding good 
years to our lives. Yet for many people, 
medical care costs too much, and many 
have no health coverage at all. These 
problems will not be solved with a na-
tionalized health care system that dic-
tates coverage and rations care. In-
stead, we must work toward a system 
in which all Americans have a good in-
surance policy, choose their own doc-
tors, and seniors and low-income Amer-
icans receive the help they need. In-
stead of bureaucrats and trial lawyers 
and HMOs, we must put doctors and 
nurses and patients back in charge of 
American medicine. 

Health care reform must begin with 
Medicare, because Medicare is the 
binding commitment of a caring soci-
ety. We must renew that commitment 
by giving seniors access to preventive 
medicine and new drugs that are trans-
forming health care in America. 

Seniors happy with the current Medi-
care system should be able to keep 
their coverage just the way it is. And 
just like you, the Members of Congress, 
members of your staffs, and other Fed-
eral employees, all seniors should have 
the choice of a health care plan that 
provides prescription drugs. My budget 
will commit an additional $400 billion 
over the next decade to reform and 
strengthen Medicare. Leaders of both 
political parties have talked for years 
about strengthening Medicare. I urge 
the Members of this new Congress to 
act this year. 

To improve our health care system, 
we must address one of the prime 
causes of higher costs: the constant 
threat that physicians and hospitals 
will be unfairly sued. Because of exces-
sive litigation, everybody pays more 
for health care, and many parts of 
America are losing fine doctors. No one 
has ever been healed by a frivolous law-
suit, and I urge the Congress to pass 
medical liability reform. 

Our third goal is to promote energy 
independence for our country, while 
dramatically improving the environ-
ment. 

I have sent you a comprehensive en-
ergy plan to promote energy efficiency 
and conservation, to develop cleaner 
technology, and to produce more en-
ergy at home. I have sent you Clear 
Skies legislation that mandates a 70 
percent cut in air pollution from power 
plants over the next 15 years. I have 
sent you a Healthy Forests initiative, 
to help prevent the catastrophic fires 
that devastate communities, kill wild-
life, and burn away millions of acres of 
treasured forests. 

I urge you to pass these measures for 
the good of both our environment and 
our economy. Even more, I ask you to 
take a crucial step and protect our en-
vironment in ways that generations be-
fore us could not have imagined. In 
this century, the greatest environ-
mental progress will come about not 
through endless lawsuits or command 
and control regulations, but through 
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