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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATOURETTE) (during the vote). The 
Chair reminds Members that there are 
less than 2 minutes remaining in this 
vote. 
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Mrs. JONES of Ohio changed her vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table.

f 

SUNDRY MESSAGES FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Sundry messages in writing from the 
President of the United States were 
communicated to the House by Ms. 
Wanda Evans, one of his secretaries.

f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 975, BANK-
RUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2003 

Mr. HOSTETTLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that in the en-
grossment of the bill, H.R. 975, the 
Clerk be authorized to make technical 
corrections and conforming changes to 
the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection.

f 

SUNDRY MESSAGES FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Sundry messages in writing from the 
President of the United States were 
communicated to the House by Mr. 
Williams, one of his secretaries.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
personal family commitment on Thurs-
day, March 13, I was not present for 
rollcall votes 63 and 64. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall number 63 and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
number 64. 

PERIODIC REPORT ON NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
NATIONAL UNION FOR TOTAL 
INDEPENDENCE OF ANGOLA 
(UNITA)—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations:
To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 401(c) of the 
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I am providing a 
6-month report prepared by my Admin-
istration on the national emergency 
with respect to the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12865 of September 26, 1993. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 19, 2003.

f 

FEDERAL OCEAN AND COASTAL 
ACTIVITIES REPORT—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Resources, the Committee on 
Science, and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure:
To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with section 5 of the 
Oceans Act of 2000 (33 U.S.C. 857–19), I 
transmit herewith the first biennial 
Federal Ocean and Coastal Activities 
Report as prepared by my Administra-
tion. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 19, 2003.

f 

NATIONAL AMBER ALERT 
LEGISLATION 

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include therein extraneous 
material.) 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to read to the House an open letter 
directed to the House of Representa-
tives signed by Elizabeth Smart, Lois 
Smart and Ed Smart.

Today, Elizabeth was introduced to the 
Amber Alert when she asked about a video-
tape in my office. After watching the cov-
erage, Elizabeth asked why the legislation 
has not passed when it saved so many chil-
dren’s lives. I could not give her an answer! 

After a lengthy conversation about how 
the Amber Alert has been politicized, she 
asked me if there was anything she could do 
to help pass it. We decided to draft this let-
ter. 

As you know, I can’t express enough how 
our children can’t wait another day for the 

National Amber Alert to be signed into law 
by President Bush. Please, please, please 
pass the stand-alone Amber Alert legislation 
NOW. As soon as you do, I will be there to 
celebrate and then go to work with you on 
lobbying the Senate to pass other pending 
issues for our children.

I will submit the remainder of the 
letter for the RECORD, signed by Eliza-
beth Smart, Ed Smart and Lois Smart.

MARCH 18, 2003. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES: Thank you very much for 
your continued support and warm wishes 
over the past nine months. We especially ap-
preciate all of the representatives who are 
working together so diligently to pass the 
National Amber Alert Legislation. 

Today, Elizabeth was introduced to the 
Amber Alert when she asked about a video 
tape in my office. After watching the cov-
erage, Elizabeth asked why the legislation 
has not passed when it saves so many chil-
dren’s lives. I could not give her an answer! 

After a lengthy conversation about how 
the Amber Alert has been politicized, she 
asked me if there was anything she could do 
to help it pass. We decided to draft this let-
ter. 

As you know, I can’t express enough how 
our children can’t wait another day for the 
National Amber Alert to be signed into law 
by President Bush. Please, please, please 
pass the stand alone Amber Alert legislation 
NOW. As soon as you do, I will be there to 
celebrate and then will go to work with you 
on lobbying the Senate to pass other pending 
issues for our children. 

I wish to apologize to anyone who was of-
fended by my excitement last week. You can-
not comprehend the joy and adulation of 
having your child return. The Amber Alert 
will make this a reality for countless fami-
lies. Please don’t underestimate the imme-
diacy and power of this legislation! 

This is your opportunity to show your 
leadership for our children. We look forward 
to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 
EDWARD SMART. 
LOIS SMART. 
ELIZABETH SMART.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BONNER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

VACCINE INJURY COMPENSATION 
FUND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker 
and my colleagues, these are the faces 
of children who have been vaccinated 
with childhood vaccines that contain a 
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substance called thimerosal. Thou-
sands and thousands and thousands, 
probably millions of children, but thou-
sands of children have been adversely 
affected by the thimerosal, which is 50 
percent mercury; and these are the 
faces of children who were normal one 
day, and after receiving several shots 
in one day that contained mercury, 
they very rapidly deteriorated to where 
they could not talk, they could not 
look one in the eye, they would flap 
their arms and run around screaming, 
and they had chronic constipation and 
diarrhea alternatively. 

These parents of these children and 
thousands more like them have had a 
similar experience to my daughter and 
my grandson. He received nine shots in 
one day, seven of which contained mer-
cury. He got 40 times the amount of 
mercury that is tolerable in an adult in 
1 day, and within 2 days he was autis-
tic. A very normal child like these 
were normal children. He was a very 
happy child, a very talkative child, and 
he went into silence. When we started 
getting him out of it finally, he could 
not talk clearly. He had to have all 
kinds of speech therapy. He ran around 
on his toes, flapping his arms, banging 
his head against the wall like all of 
these children did. And scientists that 
we have had before our committee and 
doctors from throughout the world who 
are very competent have said that in 
large part that was caused because by 
the mercury that was injected into 
these children from the preservative 
called thimerasol which was in almost 
all of the children’s vaccinations until 
just the last 2 or 3 years when we had 
hearings on this, and, thankfully, most 
of those vaccines no longer have mer-
cury in them except maybe one which 
is the flu vaccine for children. 

So, Mr. Speaker, if any parents would 
be watching this, I would like for them 
to remember to very quickly and very 
thoroughly look at the insert in the 
vaccination case when their children 
are vaccinated and make sure that 
they do not have an adverse reaction. 

The reason I am bringing this up and 
I am coming down here every night is 
because there is an attempt by the 
pharmaceutical companies through 
Members of Congress to eliminate any 
possibility of lawsuits against them 
caused by these vaccinations which had 
mercury in them. 

We have what is called the Vaccine 
Injury Compensation Fund, which was 
supposed to be a nonadversarial proce-
dure to compensate these people for 
damage to their children caused by 
vaccines; but it has become very adver-
sarial, and it was only a 3-year period 
within which people had to file. That 3-
year period passed before many of 
these people knew that they could try 
to get compensation for their child’s 
damage; and as a result, they were left 
out in the cold. So they filed a class ac-
tion lawsuit, and there has been an at-
tempt last fall and again this year they 
are going to attempt to stop those 
class action lawsuits which would leave 

these parents out in the cold with no 
recourse. They are mortgaging their 
homes. They are going bankrupt. They 
have no place to go. There is a fund set 
up to help them, but they cannot get 
into the fund because that statute has 
run out and they cannot even go to 
court to file a class action lawsuit if 
this language that is in the Senate bill 
right now is passed into law; and that 
simply is wrong. We created that fund 
so those people, those children, could 
be compensated. 

I want to read a letter of a former 
colleague of ours, Dick Chrysler, who 
was a Member of this Chamber who has 
a grandson who is 6 years old that is 
autistic. He received several vaccina-
tions in the 1997–1999 period, many of 
which contained the mercury, and here 
is what his mother said: ‘‘He then con-
tinued to regress from being alert and 
happy and beginning to talk to total 
regression and not talking until after 
age 3 with speech therapy. He also be-
came a very aggressive child who did 
not know how to play or interact prop-
erly with others.’’ That is what hap-
pened to my grandson as well. 

‘‘These and many other much more 
severe behaviors such as seizures with 
severe breakdowns and explosive be-
haviors which have caused injury to 
our other children from broken bones 
to stitches have become a part of our 
life due to autism. This has made our 
life incredibly difficult as one can 
imagine. As we have taken this past 
year and a half focusing on whatever 
treatments we can do to help our son’s 
autism improve and therefore our fam-
ily’s life as well, it has cost us more 
than we could ever have imagined. 
Treatments, which have helped but are 
not covered by any insurance, have 
amounted to thousands of dollars, and 
this expense has no end in sight.’’

b 1715 

Remember, there is a fund out there 
that they cannot get into. They cannot 
go to court, and yet the vaccines, they 
believe, and thousands like them be-
lieve, and I believe, and scientists and 
doctors believe it was caused by the 
mercury in these vaccines. 

Autism does not just affect the poor 
thousands of children inflicted with 
this dreadful disease. It affects every 
person in the world, since ultimately 
this epidemic is like a chain reaction. 

They go on to say 10 to 20 years from 
now when these are not just little chil-
dren, who is going to take care of 
them, especially when we die? This is 
something that my colleagues and I 
have to deal with, and we have to deal 
with it quickly.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

EXPRESSING STRONG OPPOSITION 
TO THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN 
BUDGET RESOLUTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HONDA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my strong opposition 
to the House Republican budget resolu-
tion. I believe our national budget 
should be a statement of our country’s 
values. It should reflect the priorities 
of the American people for good jobs 
and safe communities, quality edu-
cation and access to health care. 

Unfortunately, the Republican budg-
et fails to fund these national prior-
ities. The Republican budget has only 
one clear priority: To fund the Presi-
dent’s $1.6 trillion tax cut, and the Re-
publicans fund this tax cut at the ex-
pense of the social and economic inter-
ests of the American people. 

The Republican budget provides $1.6 
trillion for the President’s tax cut, but 
only provides $28 billion for a prescrip-
tion drug plan. This will only cover 1.5 
percent of our country’s seniors’ pre-
scription drug costs over the next 10 
years. Any additional funds spent to 
provide a prescription drug plan would 
have to come at the expense of other 
Medicare benefits. So Republicans are 
essentially offering our seniors the fol-
lowing choice: Prescription drug cov-
erage or benefits. Pick one or the 
other, but you cannot have both. 

The Republican budget cuts $9.7 bil-
lion from the mandatory education 
programs. These include student loan 
programs and child nutrition pro-
grams. In 2004 alone, these cuts could 
push nearly 1⁄2 million poor children 
out of child nutrition programs. Repub-
licans are eager to fund the President’s 
$1.6 trillion tax cut, but cannot seem to 
find the funds necessary to provide a 
school breakfast or lunch for our Na-
tion’s low-income children. For many 
of these children, access to school 
meals may be the only one assured 
source of good nutrition each day. 

Mr. Speaker, there are millions of 
Americans today whose parents cannot 
afford prescription drugs, whose chil-
dren attend classes in bungalows, be-
cause their schools are run down and 
old. There are millions of Americans 
who are struggling to find work and 
provide for their families in the midst 
of our struggling economy. Yet Repub-
licans are offering us a budget this 
week that cuts funding for every single 
domestic priority in order to fund a 
$1.6 trillion tax cut that will only help 
a small percentage of Americans. 
These tax cuts are even more inappro-
priate when you consider the fact that 
our country is about to embark on a 
war that will strain our already weak-
ened financial resources. 

Our national budget should be a re-
flection of our priorities and values. It 
should be a budget based on making 
the right choices. Do we make room for 
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