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and delivered to Powell the same day as
Bush’s speech questioned that theory, argu-
ing that history runs counter to it.

In his first major speech solely on the Iraqi
threat, has October, Bush said, ““‘lraq pos-
sesses ballistic missiles with a likely range
of hundreds of miles—far enough to strike
Saudi Arabia, Israel, Turkey and other na-
tions—in a region where more than 135,000
American civilians and service members live
and work.”’

Inspectors have found that the Al Samoud-
2 missiles can travel less than 200 miles—not
far enough to hit the targets Bush named.
Iraq has not accounted for 14 medium-range
Scud missiles from the 1991 Persian Gulf
War, but the administration has not pre-
sented any evidence that they still exist.

————
HONORING LEONARD ASH

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONNER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. FEENEY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, | stand
here tonight to honor a fallen hero
from America’s greatest generation.
Leonard Ash was a Marine whose life
richly illustrated President Ronald
Reagan’s observation. President
Reagan said, ‘‘Some people live their
entire life and wonder if they ever
made a difference in the world. Marines
don’t have that problem.”

Mr. Ash served in the 4th Marine Di-
vision and fought at Iwo Jima. Sev-
enty-five percent of the 4th Marine Di-
vision were Killed or wounded at Iwo
Jima. Mr. Ash belonged to that 75 per-
cent. His leg was nearly blown com-
pletely off. But some good emerged
from that very dark battle. lwo Jima’s
airfields provided a refuge for Amer-
ican bomber crews. As one of the Army
Corps pilots observed, ‘““Whenever |
land on this island, I thank God and
the men who fought for it.”

While recuperating, Mr. Ash met Lt.
Genoveve Durocher, a Navy nurse who
eventually became his wife for 55 years
and the mother of his four children.
While often overlooked by history,
Mrs. Ash and her fellow nurses proudly
served our country. They healed and
comforted the wounded, and they
bravely stood by the side of servicemen
who at times were on the threshold of
eternity.

On January 31 of this year, 78-year-
old Sergeant Major Ash watched a tele-
vision documentary about protests of
America’s possible action to liberate
Iraq. He scrawled out some notes in re-
sponse to the anti-war protest that he
had just watched. The next day he and
his wife, Genoveve, attended an anti-
war rally in Port Orange, Florida, near
their home and in my district. He
brought his notes in case he had an op-
portunity to speak and many of the
protesters against America’s participa-
tion in liberating Irag did not want
him to speak.

At the rally, one of the protesters
yelled that they would rather bomb
President Bush than Irag. At that
point Mr. Ash, outraged, clutching his
notes, stood up to defend our President
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and our country. The following is what
he intended to say:

“l am sickened at this propaganda
against our country. Saddam is a mur-
derous dictator. He has exhibited no re-
morse or hesitation in Killing thou-
sands of his own population with poi-
sonous gases and other hideous means.
His intent is to delay his defeat until
he is able to use weapons of mass de-
struction against his enemies, the
United States and his Arab neighbors.

“Those old enough to remember the
few years prior to World War 11 should
recall Mussolini and Hitler executed
similar strategies against neighboring
countries. Saddam must be stopped be-
fore he is able to deliver weapons of
mass destruction into the hands of ter-
rorists.

““Our country is blessed to have Colin
Powell, Dick CHENEY, Donald Rums-
feld, and President Bush with their
commitment to protect Americans and
our allies.

““No one wants war. America has only
entered a war because war has already
commenced itself upon us. America en-
ters war to protect and to honor the
freedoms of this great Nation. That is
the duty of the President. America is
here today because she has not fallen
short and because she is not fearful.

“The time to stand firm is now. My
wife and | both dislike war. We have
seen it firsthand as Marine sergeant
and Navy nurse. We stand here today
as witnesses that the freedoms we
share today have not come without a
grave price.”

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Ash never got a
chance to finish his speech. After
standing up and explaining that he and
his wife were World War 11 veterans, he
clutched his heart and he collapsed and
he died of a heart attack. But because
his proud and loving daughter Annette
shared his notes with me, while he was
unable to finish his speech, | have had
the great honor and privilege of doing
it for him.

Mr. Speaker, to my friend, Mr. Ash,
who | never met but feel like | know,
all I can say is, Job well done, Amer-
ica’s good and faithful servant.

————
SAVE HEAD START

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to address a potential problem
hidden deep in the President’s budget.
The budget says that the President is
seeking to give States the opportunity
to exercise more control over Head
Start and that he would like to move
responsibility of Head Start from the
Department of Health and Human
Services to the Department of Edu-
cation.

Now, this may not seem like a big
deal to many listening tonight, but I
believe that it will have a damaging ef-
fect on our most vulnerable children.
They say this change is intended to
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focus Head Start on school readiness
and teacher training.

Well, for those who do not know what
Head Start is, that may seem like an
admirable goal. Head Start already
does that and | agree that these are im-
portant goals and should be worked on
continuously. Moving the program to
the Department of Education will fun-
damentally alter the philosophy of the
program.

Head Start is already a readiness pro-
gram and more. It is a program that
prepares the whole child for life. The
program teaches families about proper
nutrition. It also provides health and
mental health screenings and other im-
portant services that many of these
children would not have if Head Start
did not exist. It is important to re-
member why we created Head Start to
begin with under the War on Poverty.
Poor children and the children of work-
ing-class families did not have the op-
portunity to have a preschool experi-
ence before going into kindergarten.
These were children that often times
had never had a physical examination.
And we were able to discover that
there were children with dyslexia, with
learning disabilities, with hearing
problems, with sight problems. We
caught that in Head Start, and we were
able to truly give these young people a
chance to be successful.

Prior to Head Start, children were
going into school with these defi-
ciencies and getting put in special edu-
cation classes because they thought
they could not learn. President John-
son began Head Start and the War on
Poverty because he saw a need to help
families prepare their children for
school and to break the cycle of pov-
erty that many low-income families
fall into.

Head Start has been a tremendous
success. Study after study has shown
that children who were enrolled in this
program were more ready to learn
when they entered kindergarten than
their counterparts who were not en-
rolled. In addition, they were less like-
ly to repeat a grade and more likely to
graduate from high school; and these
same students experienced greater
long-term social and economic benefits
than those students who were not en-
rolled in the program. Put simply, this
is a program that works.

Instead of fundamentally altering
this program, ruining its core philos-
ophy that has guided it over the past 37
years, we should be nurturing it. I am
here tonight to urge the President and
my fellow Members of Congress to fully
fund Head Start, resist the urge to pro-
vide funding in the form of block
grants, and to keep the program within
the Department of Health and Human
Services. All of these would strip the
program of its effectiveness.

Mr. Speaker, | have received many
letters from parents and students who
are asking that Congress not make any
changes to Head Start. | would like to
read you have a couple of lines from



H1930

them. One simply states, “‘I have 3-
year-old twins and a 9-year-old daugh-
ter, all of whom have been in Head
Start and it has been a wonderful expe-
rience for them.”’

Another says, “‘It not only taught my
daughter her 1-2-3s and ABCs but it
also taught her self-esteem.” And it
concludes, “‘It has brought my family
closer together.”

Said another, “‘lI cannot express to
you how grateful I am for the life-
changing experience Head Start gave
to me.”

Mr. Speaker, we must not change
Head Start. It is too important, and it
has helped too many people to improve
their lives.

I am not simply speaking about what
I heard. | worked in the Head Start
program, first as an assistant teacher,
then as supervisor of parent involve-
ment and volunteer services where |
got parents understanding that they
could be in control of their children’s
educational destiny. These parents be-
come successful parents in the PTA
programs once they are transitioned
into kindergarten. And that is what it
is all about, involving parents in their
children’s education, helping them to
know that they can make their chil-
dren successful. So we do not want to
mess with Head Start. We want to
make sure, again, we support and nur-
ture it.

—————

CONTROL AMERICAN BORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise
tonight to add another family to the
list of what we are calling ‘‘homeland
heroes.”” These are people who have
faced incredible odds and very, very
difficult times, who live on the border,
northern and southern borders of this
country, and are really in the middle of
a war zone. And | do not use that term
just figuratively. The things that are
going on on our borders and the way
these people are having to deal with
them are truly worthy of note here on
the floor of the House.

Tonight, | want to bring to the atten-
tion of the floor of the House Tom and
Betty Jo Kuykendall. They own and
operate a ranch only 34 miles from the
U.S.-Mexico border of Douglas, Ari-
zona. Their children and grandchildren
have stayed in the ranching business
and all live on nearby ranch lands.

The Kuykendalls are the heart of a 6-
generation ranching family. For over 6
years they have lived in a war zone, as
I say. All three of their grandchildren
have been either threatened or phys-
ically attacked by illegal trespassers
on their own property. When | say tres-
passers, | am not talking about folks
who just are out for a Sunday walk.
These are people coming across their
property from Mexico and coming into
the United States illegally.

It has been over the last 6 years that
something has happened dramatically
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and caused a dramatic difference, |
should say, in the life-style of the peo-
ple on that border. There have always
been people coming from Mexico across
that border, many of them illegal; but
they have been in relatively few num-
bers. They will stop and ask for a job.
The Kuykendalls in the past have of-
fered jobs to these folks. They have
gone on and come into the interior of
the country. But in the last 6 years
something has happened.

They are now coming across that
border in hundreds, in fact, in thou-
sands. The Border Patrol estimates
that over a thousand people cross that
border every single night in the area of
the Kuykendall ranch. And what hap-
pens as a result of it? Well, their prop-
erty is essentially destroyed. | was
privileged to be a guest in their home,
the Kuykendalls, and this is not too
long ago, just several weeks ago. And,
frankly, from their front yard, we
could see people crossing their prop-
erty, people coming into the United
States illegally and crossing their
property. You can see it any time of
the day or night. It is, of course, more
evident, more observable in the
evening when the numbers become sig-
nificantly higher than when there are
people coming through in the daytime.

The Kuykendalls have had their dog
poisoned because it had committed the
crime of barking at the illegal tres-
passers when they came close to the
ranch house. So their dog was
poisoned. Illegal aliens have been
caught trying to steal their horses, ve-
hicles and ATVs on more than one oc-
casion. One of the children’s horses was
stolen and found 3 days later several
miles away.

A group of illegals accosted the
Kuykendalls in their truck, beat on the
truck and threatened them and ran
only when a Border Patrol came on the
scene. Some of the illegals who were
apprehended were later proven to have
criminal records as felons here in the
United States, records of crimes rang-
ing from murder to child molestation.

The Kuykendalls have personally ob-
served and photographed drug smug-
glers crossing their land dressed in
dark camouflage clothing and carrying
assault rifles. The land itself is littered
with discarded plastic bags, water bot-
tles, and clothing items. The
Kuykendalls’ fences are torn down,
gates are destroyed, water lines are
cut, and unauthorized trails blazed by
illegal immigrants while they trample
the range land into bedrock.

These tribulations are typical of
what all the ranchers in southern Ari-
zona are experiencing to one degree or
another. They suffer from a daily as-
sault on their property and implicit as-
saults to their safety.

Tom and Betty Jo Kuykendall are
trying to earn a living and raise a fam-
ily by managing a ranch, which is hard
work even in the best of circumstances.
All of these assaults and intrusions on
their property damage their property,
cost these ranchers money, money for
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repairs, for lost cattle, for damaged
equipment, money many ranchers sim-
ply do not have; and several of their
neighbors are now taking up bank-
ruptcy.

The Kuykendalls have lived and
worked under these outrageous condi-
tions because we, this government,
refuse to take the steps needed to se-
cure our border. Unofficial numbers, as
I say, from the Border Patrol say over
a thousand cross every evening in that
area.

0 1915

They know that that is actually a
very conservative amount.

I hope that this Congress will take
the steps necessary to secure the bor-
der. By failing to do so, we are betray-
ing not only the Kuykendalls, but the
liberties of every citizen affected by a
growing tide of illegal immigration
flooding across our borders day after
day.

I salute Tom and Betty Jo
Kuykendall and their children for their
efforts in defense of their land, their
property and their way of life and add
them to the list of homeland heroes.

———

ACTIVE RESERVISTS AND NA-
TIONAL GUARD STUDENT LOAN
RELIEF ACT OF 2003

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONNER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
RYAN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
rise tonight to speak a little bit about
H.R. 1168, which is the Active Reserv-
ists and National Guard Student Loan
Relief Act of 2003.

As we heard the President speak last
night, this country will soon be going
to war, and we will soon be sending
many young men and young women off
to fight for this country. Some of these
soldiers who will be fighting in the
Middle East and around the world have
attended school, have attended college.
They have student loans that they owe
back to the government, and my legis-
lation is very simple. It does two
things.

Once a soldier is activated, there is
an automatic deferment of the loan,
and the Federal Government will pay
and subsidize the interest on that loan.
I believe that is the least we can do for
the soldiers that are going off and sac-
rificing. Many of these soldiers have
mortgages, car payments, expenses.
They are leaving their wives, their
children behind, and many of them are
taking a cut in pay.

I think it is a very simple piece of
legislation. | encourage this body to
pass it and include it in the supple-
mental. This was included and used by
the first President Bush during Oper-
ation Desert Storm, and | think it
should be promised to our troops
today.

One example is that if a soldier has
$50,000 in loans taken out, that the
Federal Government will step in and
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