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suspend the rules and concur in the
Senate amendments to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 209.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———————

SYRIAN ACCOUNTABILITY  AND
LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY RES-
TORATION ACT OF 2003

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and concur
in the Senate amendments to the bill
(H.R. 1828) to halt Syrian support for
terrorism, end its occupation of Leb-
anon, and stop its development of
weapons of mass destruction, and by so
doing hold Syria accountable for the
serious international security problems
it has caused in the Middle East.

The Clerk read as follows:

Senate amendments:

(1Page 2, strike out lines 8 through 15
(2)Page 2, line 16 strike out [(2)] and insert:
1)

(3)Page 2, line 20 strike out [(3)] and insert:
@

(;)Page 3, line 3 strike out [(4)] and insert:
if))Page 3, line 11 strike out [(5)] and insert:
256))Page 3, line 18 strike out [(6)] and insert:
267))Page 4, line 1 strike out [(7)] and insert:
ia))Page 4, line 7 strike out [(8)] and insert:

™

(9)Page 4, line 12 strike out [(9)] and insert:
®

(10)Page 4, line 16 strike out [(10)] and in-
sert: (9)

(11)Page 4, line 21 strike out [(11)] and in-
sert: (10)

(12)Page 5, line 1 strike out [(12)] and insert:
1D

(13)Page 5, line 6 strike out [(13)] and insert:
12

(14)Page 5, line 16 strike out [(14)] and in-
sert: (13)

(15)Page 5, line 20 strike out [(15)] and in-
sert: (14)

(16)Page 6, line 3 strike out [(16)] and insert:
(15)

(17)Page 6, line 14 strike out [(17)] and in-
sert: (16)

(18)Page 6, line 20 strike out [(18)] and in-
sert: (17)

(19)Page 6, line 23 strike out [(19)] and in-
sert: (18)

(20)Page 7, line 6 strike out [(20)] and insert:
(19)

(21)Page 7, line 10 strike out [(21)] and in-
sert: (20)

(22)Page 7, line 23 strike out [(22)] and in-
sert: (21)

(23)Page 8, line 9 strike out [(23)] and insert:
(22)
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(24)Page 8, line 19 strike out [(24)] and in-
sert: (23)

(25)Page 9, line 3 strike out [(25)] and insert:
24

(26)Page 9, line 7 strike out [(26)] and insert:
(25)

(27)Page 9, line 14 strike out [(27)] and in-
sert: (26)

(28)Page 9, line 18 strike out [(28)] and in-
sert: (27)

(29)Page 9, strike out lines 21 through 24
(30)Page 10, line 1 strike out [(30)]1 and in-
sert: (28)

(31)Page 10, line 10 strike out [(31)] and in-
sert: (29)

(32)Page 10, line 18 strike out [(32)] and in-
sert: (30)

(33)Page 10, line 24 strike out [(33)] and in-
sert: (31)

(34)Page 11, line 4 strike out [(34)] and in-
sert: (32)

(35)Page 11, line 9 strike out [(35)] and in-
sert: (33)

(36)Page 12, line 1 strike out [(36)] and in-
sert: (34)

(37)Page 15, line 1 strike out [will be held re-
sponsible]l and insert: should bear responsi-
bility

(38)Page 15, line 6, strike out all after
“States’’ down to and including ““ity” in line
7 and insert: will work to deny Syria the ability
(39)Page 15, strike out lines 18 through 20
(40)Page 15, line 21 strike out [(5)] and in-
sert: (4)

(41)Page 16, line 1 strike out [(6)] and insert:
®)

(42)Page 16, line 6 strike out [(7)] and insert:
)

(43)Page 16, line 11 strike out [(8)] and in-
sert: (7)

(44)Page 16, line 15 strike out [(9)] and in-
sert: (8)

(45)Page 16, line 17, after ““lraq” insert: if the
Government of Syria is found to be responsible
(46)Page 16, line 20 strike out [(10)] and in-
sert: (9)

(47)Page 18, strike lines 15 through 20 and in-
sert:

(b) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
application of subsection (a)(1), (a)(2), or both if
the President determines that it is in the na-
tional security interest of the United States to
do so and submits to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report containing the rea-
sons for the determination.

(48)Page 20, line 6, strike out all after ‘“*has”’
down to and including ‘““Lebanon’ in line 8
and insert: ended its occupation of Lebanon de-
scribed in section 2(7) of this Act

(49)Page 21, line 15, strike out all after
““and”” down to and including ‘““other” in line
17

(50)Page 21, line 20, strike out all after
“Hizballah”” down to and including ‘“al
Qaeda” in line 21 and insert: and other ter-
rorist organizations supported by Syria

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROs-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. Ros-
LEHTINEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill under consideration.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, just 2 weeks ago, the
Senate amended and overwhelmingly
passed H.R. 1828, the Syria Account-
ability and the Lebanese Sovereignty
Restoration Act.

The overwhelming support that the
House-passed Syria bill received in the
Senate and in the House clearly dem-
onstrates a unity of purpose and an ap-
proach to the terrorist regime in Da-
mascus. Even antisanctions advocates
in the Senate recognize the serious
threat that Syria poses to U.S. na-
tional security and to our interests and
allies in the region.

This bill seeks to hold Syria account-
able for its weapons program, its con-
tinued illegal occupation of Lebanon,
and its terrorist activities, including
its facilitation of attacks against
Americans in lIrag.

The Syrian Foreign Minister has
been quoted as saying that the require-
ments of this bill and of the U.S. in
general for Syria to cease and desist on
these three fronts are ‘‘unreasonable
and unrealistic’” demands. In fact, the
Syrian Foreign Minister believes that
““America has too many demands.”’

Meanwhile, just a few days ago, on
Tuesday of this week, a French news
source published an interview with a
former member of Saddam Hussein’s
nefarious Secret Service. This former
Saddam agent and current leader of the
militias inside Iraq said that Syria is
“definitely’” working alongside Iraqgi
intelligence and other Saddam loyal-
ists. He said that there is cooperation
between Syria and his forces inside
Iraqg, and that ‘It began before the war,
through trade, which was only a
cover.”

“Armed Syrians,” he added, ‘“‘even
joined our Iragi militia groups. And
well before the war, we had forged pass-
ports that enabled us to go to that
country,” meaning Syria. He added
that this coordination continues to
this day.

Thus, regardless of how some will
spin it, the Syrian regime has the
blood of Americans on its hands, and
they must be held responsible for their
deaths, as well as those of scores of in-
nocent human beings murdered by Syr-
ian-sponsored terrorists.

Fully implemented, H.R. 1828 would
help deny Syria the resources to con-
tinue its deplorable activities and will
help prevent U.S. complicity in them.
It seeks to do so by prohibiting U.S. ex-
ports of military, dual-use, and other
items, as well as by prohibiting invest-
ments in key sectors that provide an
economic windfall for the Syrian econ-
omy. We have every faith and con-
fidence in President Bush’s commit-
ment to use the range of U.S. policy
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options, including the sanctions pro-
vided for in H.R. 1828, to hold Syria ac-
countable for its unacceptable behav-
ior.

As the President and the Secretary of
State have clearly stated, Syria is on
the wrong side of history. And now, it
is time for it to suffer the con-
seqguences.

I ask my colleagues to concur with
the Senate amendments to the House-
passed bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong support
of this resolution. Mr. Speaker, among
the many Members who deserve com-
mendation for the bill before us, 1
would like to single out for recognition
my friend, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ENGEL) who first introduced
this bill in the 107th Congress; my good
friend, the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROs-LEHTINEN) for her superb
chairmanship of the Subcommittee on
the Middle East and Central Asia who
joined the gentleman from New York
(Mr. ENGEL), iIn initiating this bill in
the 108th Congress; and my friend, the
gentleman from New York (Mr. ACKER-
MAN), the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on the Middle East and Cen-
tral Asia, who has been a tireless fight-
er for tough-minded U.S. policies to-
wards State sponsors of terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, for years, our govern-
ment has favored Syria over other
State sponsors of terrorism. We allow
more trade with Syria than with the
others, and we maintain normal diplo-
matic ties with Syria. This legislation,
the Syria Accountability and Lebanese
Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003,
will end this special treatment, this in-
equity. It will make our Syria policy
more like our policies toward other
State sponsors of terrorism. With this
legislation, Syria’s support for ter-
rorism, as well as Syria’s illegal occu-
pation of Lebanon, will become the
central focus of our bilateral relations,
rather than just an afterthought.

Mr. Speaker, Syrian-sponsored ter-
rorism was responsible for the worst
pre-September 11 terrorist incident in
American history: the cold-blooded
murder of 241 of our Marines by a sui-
cide bomber in Lebanon a few years
ago. Now, Syrian behavior is resulting
in more American military being
Killed, this time in Irag.

Recently, as my colleagues know, I
visited Syria and met with President
Bashar al-Asad. | warned him that the
Syria Accountability Act would soon
be on its way to passage unless Syria
changed its ways. My words to him
were both a prediction and a pledge.
Asad understood me perfectly. The Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell, delivered
a very similar message to him one
week after my visit.

Yet, Syria’s unacceptable and men-
acing behavior has not changed. Pales-
tinian terrorists still populate Damas-
cus. Hezbollah still occupies the south
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of Lebanon, its military arsenal regu-
larly replenished, both by arms from
Syria and Iran. Lebanon continues to
remain under Syria’s thumb. There are
some 17,000 Syrian occupation troops in
Lebanon, and countless additional
thousands of Syrian intelligence offi-
cers controlling Lebanon. Anti-U.S. in-
citement continues in the Syrian
media. Dissident Syrian parliamentar-
ians and academicians, who want only
freedom, languish in prison. Terrorists
and Jahadists are allowed to cross the
Syrian border into Iraq for the purpose
of Kkilling our own fighting men and
women.

Mr. Speaker, | wish that this legisla-
tion had not been necessary, but the
Syrian regime has made it so. Despite
warning after warning, it has refused
to heed the dictates of common sense.
Now, Syria will pay the consequences.

The door to good relations with the
United States has been wide open to
Syria. Secretary of State Powell, my-
self, and others beckoned Syria to
enter, but the Syrian regime has con-
temptuously slammed the door shut.
Mr. Speaker, even now, as this legisla-
tion makes clear, our Nation would
welcome good relations with Syria just
as soon as the Syrian regime conforms
to the minimal norms of civilized
international conduct. Until then, |
urge my colleagues to support H.R.
1828.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to yield 7% minutes to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL),
the originator of this legislation.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | thank my
friend, the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS), who has been supportive
every step of the way.

It has been a long road. Two years
ago, when we sat down in my office and
drafted this bill, we could hardly have
dreamed the overwhelming support
that this bill would have picked up, bi-
partisan support, | might add, in both
the House and the Senate. In the pre-
vious Congress, the 107th Congress, |
approached the then majority leader,
Mr. Armey, about sponsoring this bill
with me, and he very graciously agreed
to do so. Our sponsors in the other
body were Senator SANTORUM and Sen-
ator BOXER, and they, in the 108th Con-
gress, continued to be the sponsors of
the bill. In the 108th Congress, | spoke
with my good friend and the chair of
our subcommittee, the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), and
she joined with me in sponsoring this
bill in the 108th Congress, and it has
been a pleasure to work with her. I
want to also thank our chairman, the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE),
and all of the people who have worked
so hard to bring this to fruition.

This is a very important bill. Syria is
prominently listed by the U.S. State
Department as a nation which supports
terror. In 1979, the U.S. State Depart-
ment put forth a list of countries
which support terrorism and Syria was
a charter member of that list. Syria
has been on that State Department
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list, unabated, for 24 years, and now, in
2003, Syria is the only nation currently
on that list with which we have normal
diplomatic relations. It never made
any sense to me, it still does not, and
this bill is an important step in saying
to Syria, enough is enough. No longer
are you going to get away with sup-
porting terrorism. No longer are you
going to get away with your weapons of
mass destruction. No longer are you
going to get away with your occupa-
tion and strangulation of the sovereign
nation of Lebanon and, certainly, no
longer will we allow you to get away
with allowing terrorists to cross over
your border into Iraq to do harm to
U.S. troops, and weapons crossing over
from Syria to Iraq to kill U.S. troops.
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Numerous terrorist groups, including
Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, maintain offices or
training camps in Syria or areas of
Syrian-occupied Lebanon with impu-
nity under Syrian control and guid-
ance.

Syria is in clear violation of U.N. Se-
curity Council Resolution 1373, which
directs all states to refrain from pro-
viding any form of support for terror-
ists. Indeed, even after Secretary of
State Powell’s meeting with President
Assad earlier this year, Hamas, Islamic
Jihad, and other terrorist groups still
remain active in Damascus and all over
Syria and Lebanon.

Hezbollah is the group which killed
more than 200 U.S. Marines in Beirut 20
years ago. Hezbollah continues to at-
tack and wreak havoc in Israel’s north-
ern border. Hezbollah continues to Kill
American citizens. And yet Syria con-
tinues to play these duplicitous games.
As General Aoun, the former leader of
Lebanon, said, Syria plays a game
where she is both the arsonist and the
fireman. She starts the fire and then
helps to put it out and expects acco-
lades. Syria can no longer throw us
crumbs and support terrorism at the
same time and expect our accolades.
She does not deserve it.

I think it is also interesting to note,
Mr. Speaker, that several days ago the
bombings in Turkey and Istanbul, and
there were other horrible bombings
this morning, but the bombing of the
two synagogues in Istanbul the other
day were carried out by two cousins.
And the mastermind of the bombings, a
brother of one of the cousins, fled to
Syria after the bombings.

Syria, of course, is safe haven for ter-
rorists around the world. Now, not only
does Syria undermine regional sta-
bility by harboring terrorist groups, its
20,000-strong occupation force has de-
nied Lebanon its internationally guar-
anteed sovereignty and political inde-
pendence. As called for in U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 520, it is time
that Lebanon is run by the Lebanese,
not by the Assad regime in Damascus.

I cannot tell you how many Lebanese
Americans have called me and called
my office and commended us for this
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bill because people of Lebanese descent
in this country are tired of seeing the
stranglehold on Lebanon by Syria.

I am also concerned about Syrian ef-
forts to field chemical and biological
weapons in its development of long-
range ballistic missiles. Considering
the close ties Syria maintains with ter-
rorist organizations, Syrian weapons of
mass destruction programs are of grave
concern. At a recent hearing of our
Middle East subcommittee, the State
Department confirmed that Syria is
continuing to permit volunteers and
others to enter Iraq from Syria to at-
tack and kill Americans. This is to-
tally unacceptable.

The broad spectrum of organizations
which supports H.R. 1828 recognizes
Syria as a major destabilizing factor in
the region and see this bill as an essen-
tial tool to send a clear message to the
Assad regime. The bill has 297 bipar-
tisan cosponsors in the House and 76 in
the Senate, a majority in both Houses
in both parties.

The legislation imposes a variety of
penalties upon Syria until it ends its
support of terrorism, withdraws its
armed forces from Lebanon, halts de-
velopment of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and ballistic missiles, and stops
facilitating terrorism in Iraq and stops
allowing people to cross the border to
do harm to U.S. troops.

This act is a measured and flexible
approach to deal with the challenge
emanating from Syria. It clearly states
that we will not accept Syria’s support
of terrorism and we call for a free and
sovereign Lebanon. This is the right
step in America’s Middle East policy.

And, finally, | want to say the na-
tional security waiver authority in this
bill, which was put in by the Senate, is
to be taken very seriously by the Presi-
dent; and its provisions are not to be
waived except in instances truly affect-
ing the national security interest of
the United States.

Let me just say, as Syria is still sup-
porting terrorism, occupying Lebanon,
procuring weapons of mass destruction,
and permitting guerillas to enter lIraq
to attack and kill our troops, | want to
say to the White House that any waiver
would have to outweigh those most
dangerous transgressions.

I find it very hard to imagine what
factor would be more important to the
national security of the U.S. than
those matters. The administration
should be aware that any waiver will
be given the strictest scrutiny by Con-
gress. And | would hope that the Presi-
dent in signing this bill would under-
stand that the full implementation of
this bill ought to be put into effect
right away.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), my good friend
and distinguished colleague.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today as an original cosponsor of H.R.
1828, the Syria Accountability and Leb-
anese Sovereignty Restoration Act. |
urge all my colleagues to continue
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their support for this important legis-
lation. The United States must show
Syria that there are consequences for
supporting terrorism and undermining
peace in the region.

H.R. 1828 holds Syria accountable for
its continued support of terrorism, oc-
cupation of Lebanon, and possession
and development of weapons of mass
destruction. It gives the President the
tools he needs to impose penalties on
Syria unless Syria corrects its behav-
ior immediately.

Syria is listed on the State Depart-
ment’s list of countries who harbor and
support terrorism. Syria has proven to
be a destabilizing force in the Middle
East, continuing to develop and stock-
pile chemical weapons and the missiles
to deliver them and remaining the oc-
cupying power in Lebanon. Syria of-
fered support to Iraq even as U.S. and
coalition forces were engaged in com-
bat and has turned a blind eye to mili-
tants who slip across their borders into
Iraq to kill American soldiers.

Mr. Speaker, yet Syria is subject to
fewer U.S. sanctions than any other
country considered a state sponsor of
terrorism.

I would like to take this opportunity
to commend my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
and also the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROs-LEHTINEN), for introducing
this legislation. | just want to urge my
colleagues on a bipartisan basis to
fully support and pass this bill as
amended in the Senate.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from lIllinois
(Mr. EMANUEL).

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, as a co-
sponsor of the Syrian Accountability
Act, | am proud to rise in strong sup-
port of this legislation. It is a remedy
for the absence of a consistent, clear,
and strong policy towards Syria today.
And while we pass this bill today, we
are sending a strong signal by passing
this bill that Syria will be treated like
other state sponsors of terrorist orga-
nizations.

Today, over in Iraq the Iraqi council,
with the American administration sup-
port, buys electricity in a swap deal for
energy and oil, inconsistent with both
the principles and the values embedded
in this policy. On the northern border
of Iraq, we have opened up in dialogue
with Syria a free trade zone, again in-
consistent especially with the policy of
this act and the values and the prin-
ciples embedded here.

It is my hope here we not only send
a signal to Syria when it comes to
being a state sponsor of terrorism but
to the administration that we must
have a consistent policy, not one that
says as a state sponsor of terrorism
that you have penalties but on the
other side we will continue to do trade
as it relates to electricity, continue to
do trade as it relates to opening up a
trade zone between lrag and Syria. If
we want to buy electricity, there are
sources like Turkey, Jordan, countries
that are partners with America.
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So it is my hope that we support this
bill which is a good first step to send-
ing a signal to Syria that its days of
sponsoring terrorism are coming to an
end and that the administration should
announce a policy that sends a strong,
consistent, unambiguous signal we will
not do business with states that spon-
sor terrorism.

Once again, | want to associate my-
self with my colleagues who have
worked so hard on this and for their
great work. Again, it crosses both par-
ties because it represents the values of
all of those in the House and other
democratic nations in the fight against
terrorism.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | have no
additional speakers, and | yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like
to take a moment to express my appre-
ciation to those without whom this day
would not have been possible. Of
course, first and foremost, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL),
with whom it has been a pleasure to
work for passage of this bill, the second
time we pass it in just a few short
weeks. Our impressive leadership here
in the House, very particularly our ma-
jority leader whose unwavering com-
mitment to U.S. national security and,
thus, to this bill, were instrumental in
moving this legislation. So thank you
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
DELAY), my distinguished chairman,
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE)
for his support and his assistance
throughout this process, the ranking
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations, the gentleman
from California (Mr. LANTOS) who is al-
ways an inspiration to us all, to Tony
Haddad and the Lebanese American
community whose passion on these
issues have served as a source of energy
for us all.

And | would also like to pay special
thanks to Yleem Poblete, committee
staff director of our Subcommittee on
the Middle East and Central Asia. This
will be the last piece of legislation that
she will be handling for our sub-
committee because she is awaiting
White House approval in a State De-
partment job working with Secretary
John Bolton. And | thank Yleem for
being a valuable member of my family,
my legislative family for many, many
years. | remember when Yleem and |
first met and she was Miss Teen Flor-
ida. That was not so long ago. But she
has been a wonderful friend and a part
of my family for a long time. And we
wish her God speed and much success.

And | would also like to ask my col-
leagues to reflect on the suffering of
the Syrian and Lebanese people today
and on the lives and the sacrifice of
American, Israeli, and so many other
victims of terrorist attacks supported
by or facilitated by the Syrian regime.
This bill is also for them. We look for-
ward to working closely with President
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Bush toward expeditious enactment
and implementation of this bill.

Time has clearly run out for the Syr-
ian regime. It had a choice to make,
and it chose terrorism. That was the
wrong choice. We have a choice to
make. We have demonstrated it by our
overwhelming vote in support of this
bill, what our will is with respect to
Syria’s regime. Let us again send a
strong, unequivocal message to this pa-
riah state and concur in the Senate
amendment to the Syria Account-
ability and Lebanese Sovereignty Res-
toration Act.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. | yield to the
gentleman from New York.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | want to
again personally thank her for being
my partner in this bill. This whole
Congress, it could not have been done
without her. And it was a pleasure to
work with her. | want to state that for
the record.

I also want to thank the gentleman
who is to my left who is my chief of
staff, Jason Steinbaum. When | say
that we wrote the bill in my office, he
is the man who did all the writing. And
I want to acknowledge his role and his
work and thank him. It is very difficult
when you have a concept and then you
want to put the concept into writing
and then you want to pass it through
all the channels that it needs to be
passed through. But as you mentioned,
our staffs do a magnificent job. We
could not do what we do if it were not
for the good work of our staff.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
we look forward to working on the
Saudi Arabia Accountability Act and
the Iran Accountability Act. We have
only just begun.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, a little over
a month ago, this Act came before the House
and | voted for it.

| believe that Syria’s occupation of Lebanon
and questionable policies toward terrorist
groups are reprehensible. | also believe it is
important for the Syrian government to realize
that Americans of every political stripe (includ-
ing those who, like me, opposed the U.S. in-
vasion of Iraq) are aware of and disapprove of
many of Syria’s actions.

| believe it is entirely appropriate for the
United States to apply political and economic
pressure on Syria to change its policies. How-
ever, | have decided to vote against the Syria
Accountability Act tonight.

| am concerned about the increasing belli-
cose statements we have been hearing from
London. | am concerned that our President
may be setting the stage for the imposition of
his vision of democracy in more and more
places, and that he may use the many find-
ings, senses of Congress, and statements of
policy in this Act to promote actions that are
contrary to the best interests of the United
States.

This act is filled with nonbinding provisions
that build a case against Syria, based on soft
intelligence and reasonable, but undocu-
mented, assumptions.

Ultimately, | fear that those provisions could
be used to build a case for a military interven-
tion against Syria.
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For example, the bill before us contains lan-
guage that speaks of “hostile actions” by
Syria against U.S.-led forces in Irag as though
this is something we firmly know to be true. It
is certainly possible that it is true. Yet there is
no conclusive evidence as to the role of the
Government of Syria in the attacks that have
been carried out against our troops in Iraq. It
is just this kind of poorly sourced insinuation
that | fear might be used to build the case for
a preemptive invasion of Syria.

It is unfortunate that the dangerous doctrine
of preemption to which President Bush so ob-
durately subscribes makes members like me,
who are truly concerned about wrongdoing by
Syria, fearful of supplying the Administration
with language like this to wield.

| remember that similar language regarding
Iraq was misused by the Administration. We
meant to express concerns and admonish the
Iragi government, but our words ended up
being used as evidence for military action.

The standard of proof for a House expres-
sion of concern is and should be lower than
the standard of proof for an invasion—but |
don't think any of us can count on the Bush
Administration to draw that distinction. There-
fore, | must vote “no.”

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and concur in
the Senate amendments to the bill,
H.R. 1828.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that | demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.
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TAX RELIEF EXTENSION ACT OF
2003

Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3521) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain ex-
piring provisions, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3521

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES; ETC.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ““Tax Relief Extension Act of 2003"".

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CoDE.—Except as
otherwise expressly provided, whenever in
this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or re-
peal of, a section or other provision, the ref-
erence shall be considered to be made to a
section or other provision of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986.

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—

Sec. 1. Short title; references; etc.

November 20, 2003

TITLE I—EXTENSION OF CERTAIN
EXPIRING PROVISIONS
Sec. 1001. Allowance of nonrefundable per-
sonal credits against regular
and minimum tax liability.

Sec. 1002. Work opportunity credit.

Sec. 1003. Welfare-to-work credit.

Sec. 1004. Certain expenses of elementary
and secondary school teachers.

Sec. 1005. Charitable contributions of com-
puter technology and equip-
ment used for educational pur-
poses.

Sec. 1006. Expensing of environmental reme-
diation costs.

Sec. 1007. 5-year carryback of certain net op-
erating losses.

Sec. 1008. Availability of medical savings ac-
counts.

Sec. 1009. Temporary special rules for tax-
ation of life insurance compa-
nies.

Sec. 1010. Qualified zone academy bonds.

Sec. 1011. District of Columbia.

Sec. 1012. Work opportunity credit with re-
spect to New York Liberty
Zone.

Sec. 1013. Disclosures relating to terrorist
activities.

Sec. 1014. Cover over of tax on distilled spir-
its.

Sec. 1015. Parity in the application of cer-
tain limits to mental health
benefits.

Sec. 1016. Combined employment tax report-
ing project.

TITLE II—PROVISIONS RELATING TO
PENSIONS

Sec. 2001. Temporary replacement of 30-year
Treasury rate.

Sec. 2002. Funding requirements for defined

benefit plans of commercial
passenger airlines.
TITLE I1I—MISCELLANEOUS TRADE AND
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS

Sec. 3001. Short title.
Subtitle A—Tariff Provisions
Sec. 3101. Reference; expired provisions.

CHAPTER 1—TEMPORARY DUTY SUSPENSIONS
AND REDUCTIONS

SUBCHAPTER A—NEW DUTY SUSPENSIONS AND
REDUCTIONS
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2-methylimidazole.

Hydroxylamine free base.
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1-methylimadazole.

Formamide.

Michler’s ethyl ketone.

Vinyl imidazole.

Disperse blue 27.

Acid black 244.
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Mixtures of acid red 337, acid red
266, and acid red 361.

Vat red 13.

5-methylpyridine-2,3-dicarboxylic
acid.

5-methylpyridine-2,3-dicarboxylic
acid diethylester.

5-ethylpyridine dicarboxylic acid.

(e)-o(2,5-dimethylphenoxy  meth-
yl)-2-methoxy-imino-n-
methylphenylacetamide.

2-chloro-n-(4'chlorobiphenyl-2-yl)
nicotinamide.

Vinclozolin.

Dazomet.

Pyraclostrobin.

1,3-benzenedicarboxylic acid, 5-
sulfo-1,3-dimethyl ester sodium
salt.
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