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Mr. Speaker, now more than ever we must
make a fundamental shift in the way we think
about nuclear weapons, the spread of weap-
ons of mass destruction, and our national se-
curity. My bill will authorize the Department of
Defense to expand their cooperative threat re-
duction programs outside of the former Soviet
Union.

——————

URGING THE FCC TO RELEASE ITS
TRIENNIAL REVIEW

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
address the inaction of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) regarding the Tri-
ennial Review of the 1996 Telecommuni-
cations Act adopted on February 20, 2003.

Mr. Speaker, regardless of where members
come down on the issue of local telephone
competition, one thing is clear to all of us; NO
ONE has seen the order which was adopted
more than two months ago. If the House of
Representatives considers legislation per-
taining to this matter, we should have the ac-
tual document to review before we vote.

The FCC adopted rules dealing with local
telephone competition more than two months
ago that have yet to be put to paper so that
the affected companies can review the order,
and the telecommunications industry is hem-
orrhaging. Jobs, capital investment and inves-
tor equity are being squandered at an unprec-
edented rate. This lack of clarity is prolonging
this downward spiral. Many have referred to
the chaos and uncertainty in the industry
caused by this order. While some of this may
be rhetoric, every day that goes by adds more
credence to the fact that the delay in the re-
lease of this order is detrimental to the tele-
communications industry.

| urge the FCC to release its Triennial Re-
view as soon as possible.

———

YOUNG ISRAEL HONORS LANCE
KAWESCH AND EMILY STEIN

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, on this coming
Sunday, May 11, Young Israel of Brookline,
Massachusetts will honor Lance Kawesch and
Emily Stein, “for the years of excellent service,
tireless devotion and total dedication to Young
Israel and our community.”

Mr. Kawesch and Ms. Stein joined Young
Israel shortly after their marriage, and have
been hard working and valuable members of
the Congregation ever since. Lance has
served as President, and Emily is the Office
Manager and Director of Operations. Between
them, they have organized, supported, and
contributed to a wide range of the important
educational, religious, charitable and cultural
activities which mark the work of Young Israel.
Young Israel is a vibrant part of the district
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which | represent, and | am pleased to have
the chance to join the members of Young
Israel in saluting the important work of Lance
Kawesch and Emily Stein.

———

HUMAN RIGHTS IN BELARUS AND
CHECHNYA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as
Co-Chairman of the Organization on Security
and Cooperation in Europe, | have followed
with particular concern both the deadly climate
in Chechnya and the deterioration of human
rights in Belarus. Such violations of basic
human rights deserve focused criticism, and it
is appropriate that the agenda of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in-
cluded resolutions on each situation.

On April 17, the U.N. Commission voted
23-14 with 16 abstentions to approve a U.S.-
cosponsored resolution urging the Belarusian
authorities to investigate “fully and impartially”
credible reports that senior government offi-
cials were involved in the disappearances in
1999 and 2000 of leading opposition figures
and a journalist.

| have followed these cases closely and
have become increasingly frustrated at the
Belarusian regime’s intransigence in meaning-
fully investigating these disappearances. Here
in Washington and at OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly meetings in Paris and Berlin, | have
had occasion to meet with the wives of the
disappeared. These meetings have been
heart-wrenching. The cases of their hus-
bands—who disappeared in 1999 and 2000
and are presumed to have been murdered—
offer a chilling glimpse into the nature of the
regime of Belarusian dictator Alexander
Lukashenka, a regime that has the worst
human rights record in Europe today. In Feb-
ruary, | introduced H.R. 854, the Belarus De-
mocracy Act, designed to bolster democratic
development in that beleaguered country, and
| am pleased that the State Department au-
thorization bill approved yesterday by the
House International Relations Committee in-
cludes key provisions of the Belarus Democ-
racy Act. This bill encourages sanctions
against the Belarusian regime until certain
conditions are met, including a full accounting
of these tragic disappearances.

The Belarusian people deserve to live in a
society where democratic principles and
human rights are respected and the rule of
law is paramount, and | believe that the pas-
sage of the U.N. Human Rights Commission
resolution is an important step towards that
end.

Mr. Speaker, | wish | could report that the
U.N. Commission on Human Rights had acted
with equal conscience on the issue of
Chechnya. We all know the desperate human
rights situation in that war-torn region of the
Russian Federation. Since the Chechen war
reignited in 1999, international and domestic
Russian human rights organizations have doc-
umented the disproportionate and indiscrimi-
nate use of force by elements of the Russian
military, as well as extrajudicial killings, abuse
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of prisoners, kidnaping, rape, and extortion of
civilians. According to official statistics, 2,800
persons are missing in Chechnya; mutilated
bodies of young Chechen males turn up al-
most daily. A representative of the respected
human rights organization Memorial reported
at a recent Helsinki Commission briefing that
“one of the recent tendencies is to explode
the corpses” in order to prevent identification.
Needless to say, all of this is in clear violation
of the Geneva Convention and the OSCE
Code of Conduct during internal conflicts.

What's left of the Chechen capital of Grozny
after Russian artillery shelling has been com-
pared to the ruins of Stalingrad in 1943. Ac-
cording to the U.N., there are 92,000 internally
displaced persons forced to flee from the fight-
ing, with around 17,000 living in tent camps in
neighboring Ingushetia.

Chechen forces are not entirely blameless.
There are credible reports of their executing
prisoners and using non-combatants as
human shields. They have also assassinated
pro-Moscow Chechen officials. The U.S. Gov-
ernment has placed three militant groups in-
volved in the Chechen resistance on its list of
terrorist groups.

Still, is this an excuse for Russia’s savage
war against the civilian population?

Despite all the documentation and eye-
witness testimony on egregious human rights
violations committed in Chechnya, the Com-
mission on Human Rights rejected by a vote
of 15-21 an even-handed European Union
resolution expressing deep concern at the re-
ported ongoing violations of international law
in Chechnya. | note that the U.S. delegation
did not cosponsor the resolution, though it did
support it when the measure came to a vote.
We should not be surprised that China, Sudan
and Zimbabwe voted against the resolution. |
do find it disconcerting, though, that the dele-
gations of Armenia and Ukraine are in that
less than distinguished company.

Ambassador Jean Kirkpatrick, Head of the
U.S. Delegation to the U.N. Commission
noted: “The United States believes it important
that the Commission address the serious
human rights abuses that have occurred in
Chechnya. We recognize Russia’s right to de-
fend its territorial integrity and itself against
terrorism. The broader conflict in Chechnya
cannot be resolved militarily and requires a
political solution. Human rights violations by
Russian forces in Chechnya need to be cur-
tailed, and abusers held accountable.”

So the people of Chechnya continue to suf-
fer, and the U.N. Commission on Human
Rights looks the other way.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on April 29,
2003 through May 1, 2003, due to medical
reasons, | was unable to cast my floor vote on
rollcall Nos. 146 through 158.

Had | been present for the votes, | would
have voted “aye” on rollcall votes 146, 147,
148, 150, and 158; and | would have voted
“nay” on rollcall votes 149, 151, 152, 153,
154, 155, 156, and 157.
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H.R. 1350—IMPROVING EDUCATION
RESULTS FOR CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES ACT OF 2003

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in opposition to H.R. 1350. When
Congress made the leap to dramatically
change the way the nation treats the edu-
cation of disabled students in 1975 when it
created IDEA, it made a commitment to pro-
viding a free, quality education to children who
previously had been neglected by the system.
This commitment to fund 40 percent of the ex-
cess cost of education for children with disabil-
ities was unprecedented. Six million children
who had once been forced to seek private
education or forego education altogether were
given the opportunity that so many children
take for granted. At least, that was the idea.

Unfortunately, this body has continued to
neglect these children by refusing to fully fund
the program. Today we had the opportunity to
show these children, their parents, and their
educators how serious we are about their edu-
cation—but passing H.R. 1350 will be a failure
to do that. Not only does the bill fail to fund
IDEA above the 18 percent we currently give
to the 40 percent Congress promised, but it
actually sets back the education of children
with disabilities. In fact, this bill weakens the
civil rights protections that were initially estab-
lished with IDEA, undermines parental involve-
ment and even creates the potential for dis-
abled students to be punished for actions re-
lated to their disabilities. When the Majority
promises to leave no child behind, does it
make an exception for children with disabil-
ities?

Many groups, including the PTA, the Na-
tional Mental Health Association, and the Chil-
dren’s Defense Fund oppose this bill because
it falls short of improving education for children
with disabilities. It has become clear that this
bill favors school administrators—not children,
parents, and the teachers who work so hard to
give disabled children an equitable education.

| strongly support a good public education
for all children and | believe that every child is
entitled to the same. Those who passed IDEA
in 1975 shared that view, and they set a goal
to give students with disabilities the treatment
and education they deserve. Unfortunately,
this bill fails to live up to what the original au-
thors of IDEA intended, and | must vote
against it. However, | am committed to special
education and | will continue to work to pass
a bill that accomplishes the intended goals set
out under the original Act.

————

REMEMBRANCE ON MOTHER’S DAY

HON. DARLENE HOOLEY

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 9, 2003

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, as
we approach the Mother’s Day weekend, | rise
today to remember the mothers of missing
children, or mothers whose children’s lives
have tragically ended in violence. Our
thoughts and prayers are with them.
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Most of you remember the story of the two
Oregon City girls who disappeared on their
way to school last year: Ashley Pond in Janu-
ary and Miranda Gaddis in March.

Months later after a lengthy search by law
enforcement and the community, the entire
Nation was horrified as the FBI and Oregon
City Police dug up the backyard of a home
neighboring their apartment complex to dis-
cover the girls’ bodies.

Ashley and Miranda were just 13 years old
when their precious young lives ended in vio-
lence. | think of them often.

Throughout the last year, my staff and |
have gotten to know Michelle Duffey, the
mother of Miranda. She has survived horrors
unimaginable except to those who have lived
through this kind of terrible tragedy them-
selves. Less than 1 year after learning of her
daughter’s fate, Michelle is trying to rebuild a
life for herself and her family.

Just consider for a moment, that throughout
her grieving process, Michelle has been rec-
ognized in the grocery store and on the street.
She continues to be called upon for numerous
media interviews. This sort of notoriety must
be very, very hard for her and her family to
endure. And yet Michelle has taken that atten-
tion, gained some strength from the commu-
nity’s support, and has used that courageously
to advocate on behalf of missing children and
their families. | admire her fortitude. And |
greatly appreciate her public service.

| will continue to stand by Michelle Duffey in
her efforts to prevent this type of tragedy from
happening to someone else’s child.

Each year, nearly 800,000 children are re-
ported missing according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice’s Office of Juvenile Justice
and Delinquency Prevention. This includes
children who run away, who are abducted by
family members and the most serious and
deadly kidnappings, those by strangers. | am
proud to be a member of the Missing Chil-
dren’s Caucus that supported the passage of
the national AMBER Alert plan, that takes im-
portant steps to prevent such tragedies as
happened in Oregon City. No legislation will
ever prevent 100 percent of the atrocious
crimes perpetrated against our Nation’s chil-
dren, but it is up to us to try. Michelle Duffey
has been one of its strongest and best advo-
cates.

This Sunday, | will remember Miranda and
Ashley’'s mothers in my thoughts as we honor
our Nation's mothers. | ask you to keep in
mind all the mothers across America who are
missing their children at this time, and to offer
your thoughts and prayers for them and their
children.

—————

NAVY JUNIOR ROTC
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise with pride
today to recognize an outstanding Navy Junior
ROTC from Corpus Christi, Texas, in my con-
gressional district.

The Flour Bluff High School's Navy Junior
ROTC is easily the very best in the country,
having won the national tite among all Navy
Junior ROTC programs in the country for the
past seven years. So they are used to being
known as the “best of the best.”
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This week, they made their domination of
Junior ROTC competitions complete by win-
ning competitions against units from every
branch of the service. For the first time, both
the armed and unarmed drill teams from Flour
Bluff won the all-service competition against
teams from all other military branches.

The 33 students from the Coastal Bend of
Texas who won the competition of 4,000 stu-
dents on 155 teams were simply spectacular
at the All Service Grand National Champion-
ship competition in Daytona Beach, Fla.

Both young women and men have com-
peted for the championship—and both have
won. The young women of Junior ROTC won
the national title in 2000. The following year,
the young men took the championship. But
this year, they accomplished a new goal by
both taking home the championship.

They are judged on drills, precision march-
ing, personal appearance and their knowledge
regarding current events. While these are ex-
ceptional young people who are outstanding
young leaders, they have a visionary example
of leadership in their unit Commander,
Armando Solis.

Commander Solis has nurtured these teen-
agers through seven consecutive titles for the
Flour Bluff High School Navy Junior ROTC. It
is largely through his dedicated guidance that
Flour Bluff's Navy Junior ROTC has been ex-
tremely successful in their national competi-
tions.

| am particularly proud of these young peo-
ple under Commander Solis’ guidance. ROTC
is a feeder program for tomorrow’s officer
corps, and there are a number of people who
are serving us in uniform today who came
through this particular program, and from Jun-
ior ROTC programs across the nation.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in
commending the Flour Bluff High School's
Navy Junior ROTC for their excellence.

——

A BILL TO PERMANENTLY EX-
TEND THE WORK OPPORTUNITY
AND WELFARE-TO-WORK  TAX
CREDITS AND IMPROVE THE
PROGRAMS

HON. AMO HOUGHTON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2003

Mr. HOUGHTON. Mr. Speaker, today | am
joined by my colleague from New York, Mr.
RANGEL, in introducing our bill, “Encouraging
Work Act of 2003.” The bill would permanently
extend the Work Opportunity Tax Credit
(WOTC) and the Welfare-to-Work Credit (W-
t-W) and make other changes discussed
below. Both programs are currently due to ex-
pire on December 31, 2003. The credits are
tax incentives designed to encourage employ-
ers to hire public assistance recipients and
other individuals with barriers to employment.
They are important tools in our efforts to help
needy individuals become productive employ-
ees.

Improvements in the programs the past few
years have made WOTC and W-t—W far more
effective in providing employment, with train-
ing, for our nation’s disadvantaged. Such train-
ing can be costly and the credits provide an
incentive to employers to hire the disadvan-
taged and provide the needed training while
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