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told Buchele she was making A’s and B’s in
school.

Another is a letter from a mother, whose
children would be able to start college using
the backlogged child support Buchele had re-
covered for the family.

Yet another is a letter from a mother, who
hadn’t been paid child support for two or
three years before Buchele got it started
again.

“This year | will be able to put the boys in
Scouts,’””’ the woman wrote.

“l was really touched by that letter,”
Buchele said. “‘I never realized that that cost
was out of reach for some people sometimes
because the laws aren’t being enforced.

“It makes you appreciate the impact you
can have by taking on an area that most
judges and lawyers don’t like to mess with,”
he said, referring to family law.

There is a saying that in family law, espe-
cially divorces, you see good people at their
worst, and in criminal law, you see bad peo-
ple at their best as a defendant shows his
most positive image to influence jurors.

In the past, a district judge quickly could
tire of trying divorces, deciding child cus-
tody questions between contentious parents
and refereeing bitter domestic battles.

“That is the traditional take on what fam-
ily law is all about,” Buchele said. “That’s
not the way it is in Shawnee County any
more.”

Formulation of the ‘‘Shawnee County
Family Law Guidelines,”” mandatory attend-
ance at a workshop for divorcing parents,
the supervised exchange of children, the de-
velopment of family law into a speciality in
which about a dozen attorneys handle about
80 percent of the cases and reducing the
number of family law judges from nine to
two has helped quiet the local domestic bat-
tles, Buchele said.

In an area of law that normally is assigned
to a judge for a couple of years or so,
Buchele has handled family law in Shawnee
County for five years.

“l would rather see good people who are
struggling, especially when there are chil-
dren involved, and help them than sen-
tencing drug offenders when you wonder how
much good you’re doing,”” Buchele said.

Buchele said that in family law, there is a
real possibility to help someone, sometimes
if only to end a marriage that has gone bad.

After 18%> years, Buchele’s stint on the
Shawnee County District bench ends when
he retires Thursday.

The most harmful thing for a child whose
parents are divorcing is to witness the on-
going conflict between mother and father,
Buchele said, noting children whose parents
stay in conflict ‘“‘are the ones who have prob-
lems.”

“l put the kids’ interest first,”” Buchele
said, acknowledging sometimes his decisions
weren’t popular with the parents because
things weren’t ‘“‘equal.” But if being equal
means perpetuating the conflict between
parents, equal isn’t in the best interests of
the child, Buchele said.

Buchele handled many criminal trials, the
most memorable being the cases of Bobby
Jackson, Killer of three men in April 1994 at
a south Topeka strip bar, and Kenneth
“Kenny” Cook, who in September 1992
robbed a man of his drugs, shot him to death
with a black powder pistol, mutilated the
victim’s body to block his identification and
sank his body in a river.

Buchele, who sentenced Jackson, learned
of Jackson’s March 18, 1995, escape from the
Shawnee County Jail while reading a news-
paper in a Miami airport. Buchele, who had
sentenced Jackson to 72 years in prison for
convictions of two counts of first-degree
murder, one count of voluntary man-
slaughter and other charges, was shocked.
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““I wondered if he was looking for me,”” said
Buchele, who was a little afraid. “It was a
lightning bolt.”

Jackson was recaptured on March 22, 1995.

Buchele has a reputation for enforcing the
rules in the courtroom, including literally
keeping attorneys on their toes. A sitting at-
torney who spoke to Buchele would quietly
be instructed to stand when speaking to a
judge. A spectator entering the courtroom
with a cup of coffee in his hand would quick-
ly be shown the door.

Both are the examples of decorum in the
court, and Buchele’s model for courtroom
conduct was Judge Earl O’Connor, former
chief federal judge for the district of Kansas.

After hanging up his judicial robes,
Buchele will handle special assignments
throughout Kansas as a senior judge, sit on
the Kansas Court of Appeals to help ease a
backlog of cases and work full-time as a me-
diator and arbitrator in business and family
disputes.

“l think there will be a high demand,”
Buchele said. Dispute resolution is even find-
ing its way into criminal cases to resolve
charges before the case goes to trial. Buchele
is undecided how he feels about that. “It’s
certainly a revolutionary approach,”
Buchele said.

Buchele has also become a co-author with
the recent publication of ‘““Kansas Law and
Practice: Kansas Family Law.”” Co-author of
the legal work is Linda D. Elrod, a Washburn
University law professor.

——

COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE NATIVE
WINS NATIONAL TITLE

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Charles Morrison, Jr. of Columbia,
Tennessee. The former Columbia Central High
graduate recently took top honors among a
field of 142 shooters at the 35th Annual ACUI
Intercollegiate Clay Target Championships.
Mr. Morrison is a freshman at Lindenwood
University in St. Charles, Missouri where he is
majoring in business.

The event, sponsored by the National
Shooting Sports Foundation, consisted of
teams from 22 colleges around the nation.
The competition was held at the National
Shooting Complex in San Antonio, Texas.

Morrison and his teammates finished with 5
shooters in the top 10, took the top four spots
in the women’s competition and captured first,
second and third in team competition.

| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Mr. Morrison all the best in the future. With
focus, determination, and skill aiding you the
sky is the limit.

——————

ADDRESS BEFORE THE STUDENT
GLOBAL AIDS CAMPAIGN,
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE, VT

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, | wanted to
share with you some excerpts from remarks |
gave at Middlebury College on May 2, 2003
regarding the international AIDS crisis:
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Hello and thank you for inviting me to ad-
dress this very important gathering. While |
am most certainly not a great expert on this
issue, | am appreciative that | have this op-
portunity to exchange a few thoughts with
you.

The HIV virus respects no boundaries. In
every corner of the world, it strikes young
and old alike. Especially tragic, those in-
fected include staggering numbers of chil-
dren. Here are some numbers which should
sober us all:

Last year, over three million people died of
AIDS.

That represents nearly 8,500 persons dying
each day from AIDS.

Last year alone, five million previously
healthy people were infected with HIV.

Today, there are over 42 million people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS across the world.

No part of the world knows the devastation
of HIV/AIDS more than Sub-Saharan Africa.
Of the 42 million people living with the dis-
ease worldwide, over two-thirds—29 million
people—are in this poverty-stricken region.
8.8 percent of the adult population in sub-Sa-
hara Africa is infected with HIV/AIDS. And
that number is growing: Seventy percent of
the estimated 5 million new infections glob-
ally last year were in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Unbelievably, in Swaziland, 38.6 percent of
adults are infected.

Although the increase of AIDS/HIV infec-
tions has flattened in our own country, it
still remains a crisis here. In North America
overall, over one half of one percent of adults
15 to 49 years of age are infected, including
an infection rate in the Caribbean of nearly
two and a half percent.

How did the AIDS crisis get so dire? Part
of the answer has to do with a failure in the
American political system, a failure that
was often mirrored in other political systems
around the world.

The HIV virus was first identified in the
United States over 20 years ago. Public pol-
icy is supposed to identify problems in soci-
ety and come up with ways to make things
right. But owing to a great failure on the
part of many of our political and religious
leaders at the time, the disease was not con-
sidered a matter of concern: On the contrary,
it was met with ignorance, fear and, often,
complete indifference. Tragically, many pub-
lic figures used the appearance of AIDS as an
opportunity to make political gains among
right-wing voters by espousing the hateful
and destructive rhetoric of homophobia.
Some prominent religious conservatives
framed the epidemic as a divinely-ordained
blight upon gay men, while some
reactionaries in Congress went so far as to
consider bills proposing to quarantine gay
men.

During these critical years, at the dawn of
this pandemic, President Ronald Reagan re-
mained silent. Although his supporters liked
to call him “The Great Communicator,” it
took President Reagan seven years to pub-
licly acknowledge the existence of the dis-
ease. AIDS, which in 1981—the first year of
Reagan’s term in office—had been diagnosed
in roughly 335 people and took the lives of
158, exploded exponentially while he and his
administration maintained a regime of si-
lence in the face of the growing pandemic.
Six years later, in 1987, when President
Reagan finally uttered the word ““AIDS” in
public, over 71,000 people had been diagnosed
in the United States and over 41,000 of them
had died. In those shameful years of silence,
the number of HIV/AIDS diagnoses had
jumped 21,000 percent; the number of AIDS
deaths had jumped 25,900 percent.

The failure of U.S. leadership, as well as
political leadership around the world, at the
outset of this crisis was blatant and unfor-
givable. Ignorance and denial and a stark
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homophobia squandered our best chance to
face up to the threat, and control its dev-
astating effects on our nation. My point here
is not to be ‘“‘political” or to make gratu-
itous criticism. It is to make the point that
prejudice and silence are not the way to face
up to huge threats to civil society. This is
true whether the situation is SARS in China,
or AIDS in South Africa, or arsenic-laced
water in Bangladesh, or women’s illnesses in
a male-dominated medical culture. It is the
responsibility of political leadership to cou-
rageously address problems even when they
are politically uncomfortable.

Today, while we are not entirely free of the
irresponsible and destructive rhetoric of two
decades ago, while some still proclaim that
AIDS is God’s punishment for homosex-
uality, the AIDS landscape is considerably
better. The government estimates that 40,000
Americans are infected with HIV each year,
a figure that has remained roughly stable for
over a decade. This figure was nearly offset
each year by AIDS deaths, so the total num-
ber of Americans carrying the virus stayed
level for a number of years. Today, however,
with new drug treatments which stave off
the effects of AIDS, deaths have plunged
from around 40,000 annually to about 15,000.
As a result, new infections are outstripping
deaths. Although the United States does not
keep national records on who has HIV and
AIDS, the Center for Disease Control esti-
mates that almost a million people—900,000—
are infected with the AIDS virus. One quar-
ter of them do not know they are infected;
another quarter are receiving no care or
treatment for their infection.

There is some good news on the horizon,
even if the world-wide view is bleak. Yester-
day, | voted for the United States Leadership
Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Ma-
laria Act of 2003—which won in the House by
an overwhelming vote. This bill will author-
ize $15 billion over the next five years to
fight these terrible diseases in Africa and the
Caribbean—the regions struck most severely
by this scourge—through treatment and pre-
vention on an unprecedented scale. This is
certainly a very large step in the right direc-
tion. Although I do not often find myself in
agreement with President Bush, I am heart-
ened that he supports this initiative. The
outcome of this legislation is that, with the
participation of other wealthy nations, it is
estimated that 2 million HIV-positive Afri-
cans will be provided some sort of treatment,
and 7 million needless new HIV infections
will be prevented.

However, a word of caution about this leg-
islation which has not yet passed the Senate!
While the House bill authorizes $3 billion a
year for five years, an authorization is not
an appropriation. It’s not real money. Right
now, despite the President’s very public sup-
port of the legislation, the President asked
for only $1.7 billion for global AIDS in his
2004 budget proposal and, according to The
New York Times today, appropriators say
that it will not be easy to find the rest of the
money. What this means is that the pressure
must stay on Congress and the President to
actually allocate these funds at the level so
publicly trumpeted and called a “moral Im-
perative’ by President Bush this week.

Yet, despite this legislation, we continue
to have a failure in leadership from the
White House and the Congress. While the
new legislation passed this week is certainly
an important step in the right direction,
most of the forty million people infected
with HIV/AIDS, and the millions more who
are being infected each year, live under a
virtual death sentence.

This need not be the
sponsored research, in this country and
abroad, has made giant steps forward. Bio-
chemists and physicians have developed ef-

case. Government-
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fective antiretroviral medicines that enable
people to live with HIV and avoid the onset
of full-blown AIDS. They provide a reason-
able quality of life to those who would other-
wise face nothing but suffering and death.
Yet many of these medicines are priced so
high that, while Magic Johnson and those
with Cadillac health care plans may be able
to afford them, most of the afflicted cannot
afford the medicines which would promise
them life, instead of death.

And now, let me touch upon a key element
of the whole AIDS discussion—an element
that deals with fundamental questions of
morality, justice, economics, and politics:
and that is the role of the pharmaceutical in-
dustry in the AIDS crisis. As | mentioned a
moment ago, because of efforts of the federal
government and the pharmaceutical indus-
try, major breakthroughs have taken place
which are saving countless lives. And we ap-
plaud those scientists and researchers, both
in the public and private sector, who have
done so much to advance the treatment of
those with AIDS. But the question here is
not just the issue of research, but who bene-
fits from that research? And in that regard,
I must tell you that | have some very, very
deep concerns about the behavior of the
pharmaceutical industry—the most profit-
able industry in the United States.

The profits of the drug companies come, in
large part, from making drugs available to
those who can afford to pay high prices for
them. Drug prices are set to maximize prof-
its, not to make needed medicines available
to the widest number of people. (And in that
regard | should point out that the United
States is the only industrialized country not
to regulate the prices of prescription drugs).
This is true for most pharmaceuticals: it is
especially true for AIDS medications. De-
spite the gravity of the AIDS crisis and the
horrendous pain and suffering of those dying
from AIDS, the drug companies in most
cases have continued to put their desire for
large profits above the pain of millions of
people who suffer unspeakably around the
globe. I wish I could tell you otherwise, but
| fear that high profits and high CEO salaries
are often more important to these companies
than saving lives.

Let me use one example to illustrate this.
Last month drug giant GlaxoSmithKline an-
nounced that it would reduce the price of its
drug Combivir in the developing world from
$1.70 per day to $0.90 per day. The same treat-
ment costs $18 per day in the United States.
Some might say that this is evidence of
Glaxo’s commitment to serve people over
profits and, clearly, Glaxo’s recent an-
nouncement will provide some real relief to
those struggling to treat their infection.
Yet, while this recent announcement surely
makes for good public relations for Glaxo,
which had net profits before taxes of $9.7 bil-
lion in 2002, we must ask ourselves some
hard questions: Why have they done this? Is
it enough? Will it help?

Why have they lowered the price of
Combivir in the developing world? Well, two
years ago pharmaceutical companies in the
developing world figured out how to make a
generic equivalent of Combivir at a much
lower price. Today, for instance, India’s
Ranbaxy Laboratories offers the same treat-
ment at 73 cents a day, in a tablet approved
by the World Health Organization. So, in an
important sense, Glaxo is not cutting prices
as much as meeting competition. Although
Glaxo has stated in the past that it would
not sell AIDS drugs at a profit in the devel-
oping world and that its recent price cuts
were made possible by continuing improve-
ments in manufacturing processes and
economies of scale, it only dropped its prices
after manufacturers in India figured out how
to produce the same drug at a lower price.
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And Glaxo’s price is still more than the com-
petition.

To understand the logic of the pharma-
ceutical companies from this example, you
have to consider a second point that Glaxo,
conveniently, did not include in their an-
nouncement of the price reduction of
Combivir. Combivir is but one of a number of
effective anti-retroviral medicines: many of
them have their most significant impact
when they are taken in combination with
other medicines, i.e., cocktails.

It turns out that Combivir is most effec-
tive when taken in combination with a pro-
tease inhibitor called Agenerase.
Agenerase—also produced by Glaxo—is still
priced at $8 per day, or nearly $3,000 per year,
making it completely unaffordable to many
poorer patients. In Africa, for instance, most
people earn less than $500 per year. So what
Glaxo offers with one hand, it undercuts with
the other. It is still not providing the nec-
essary anti-AIDS cocktails that people in
the developing world need if they are to sur-
vive. While there is some indication that
Glaxo may reduce the price for this drug, it
makes no sense for this drug to remain at an
unaffordable price for those who need treat-
ment. To put this in context, we should re-
member that in Swaziland, where the infec-
tion rate is 38.6 percent, the per capita in-
come is $140 per year.

The issue that we’re discussing now is a
profound moral issue. Should people die from
a disease that can be treated because they
cannot afford the medicine that will save
their lives? Should large drug companies
make billions in profit each year, and pay
their CEOs exorbitant pay, while they charge
outrageously high prices for their products?

It is my belief that health care is a right,
not a privilege. That is why | believe that
the United States should join the rest of the
industrialized world and develop a national
health care program guaranteeing health
care to all people, regardless of income.

The same logic means that, as part of the
world community, we must demand nothing
less than full access to all available means of
saving the lives of those afflicted with AIDS.
The predominant right here is not the right
of drug companies to make obscene profits
because an uncontrolled marketplace may
allow that. The right we must uphold is the
right of every human being, if imperiled, to
access the medicines which can save his or
her life. With over 40 million persons suf-
fering from HIV/AIDS across the world, with
5 million new infections annually, with over
600,000 children under the age of 15 dying of
AIDS last year, that is a right we must insist
upon and fight for.

We have the technology to save these
AIDS-threatened lives now. In this day of
unprecedented global distribution networks,
with a real commitment from the United
States and other wealthy nations to begin
funding this epic battle, the pharmaceutical
companies must stop putting profit before
people. And if they will not do it on their
own, then the government of the United
States must insist they do so. Pharma-
ceutical companies get all sorts of govern-
ment support: tax breaks, government-fund-
ed research, patent protection, etc. In re-
turn, they must be required to provide medi-
cines, at cost if need be, to combat the AIDS
pandemic.

Any serious, comprehensive approach to
fighting AIDS in the developing world must
[also] include an unprecedented debt-forgive-
ness program. We must call on the World
Bank and the IMF to write off the debts of
the impoverished nations, not only in Africa,
but in the Caribbean, in Central America, in
South America, in Asia. As a requirement
for writing off these debts, we can insist that
the countries involved commit adequate re-
sources to AIDs education and the fight
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against AIDS, as well as to building a soci-
ety where fighting disease and want and mal-
nutrition and lack of education is para-
mount.

Obviously, there is a lot of work to do.
Every student in this auditorium has an op-
portunity to do something. The range of
roles you can play is very broad—whether
working directly in the delivery of
healthcare services or prevention programs
through relief organizations or public health
programs; working in international develop-
ment or finance for sane policies that actu-
ally benefit struggling communities and de-
veloping nations rather than policies that
simply serve to further line the pockets of
already-rich multinational corporations; or
working in politics or public policy here in
the United States for approaches that recog-
nize the immeasurable global impact of
every foreign policy and aid decision made in
the U.S. Congress.

In whatever role you end up playing, it will
be paramount to remember this: Even during
our present economic slump—and especially
when the world economy is so-called “‘roar-
ing”’—the biggest decisions made here and
globally are about the allocation of re-
sources. We have the resources to wage a
successful war in the prevention of HIV/
AIDS. We have medicines available today
that can substantially alleviate the vast
human suffering over 42 million persons are
enduring right now, this minute. One of the
great tests of our day—the battle against
HIV/AIDS—will ultimately be measured by
the yardstick of how we allocated our re-
sources.

Our nation must insist that the pharma-
ceutical industry provide life-saving drugs to
suffering millions, rather than providing
tens of millions of dollars in salaries, stock
option and retirement bonuses to its CEOs.

Let me conclude with a very hard, and
very important truth. The United States,
and its government, will not address the
major problems which face us unless you de-
mand we do so.

—————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY
SHERIFF MEARL JUSTUS

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 50th Anniversary of St. Clair County, llli-
nois Sheriff Mearl Justus’ law enforcement ca-
reer.

When Mearl Justus began as a part-time
Cahokia police officer in 1953, he didn’t even
have a radio in his car. Now, exactly 50 years
later, he’s in charge of the St. Clair County
Sheriff's department and every car has a com-
puter in the dash. A lot of changes have come
and gone in these past 50 years.

At first, Justus didn’t even plan to become
a police officer. Mearl says he was raised poor
by his grandparents. Cahokia Mayor Bill
Miskell back in 1953 told Justus he would
make a good cop. The next thing he knew, he
got a gun and a badge. At the time he was a
twenty-one year old high school dropout.
Since Cahokia did not have a high school, he
attended school in nearby Dupo, but never fin-
ished. However, it didn't take long for Justus
to learn about being a cop. So began a career
in law enforcement that would span half a
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century, touch the lives of thousands of people
and bring a new approach to law enforcement
in our area.

Mearl soon returned to school, realizing that
if he wanted to continue working as a cop, he
needed an education in law enforcement. He
soon received his GED and began looking for
training opportunities. In 1959, he took a class
at Southern lllinois University at Carbondale. It
was a weeklong course, so Justus took a
week long vacation and took the class. In
1976, he received his Associates Degree from
Southwestern lllinois Community College
(SWIC) and in 1978 he received his BS in the
Administration of Criminal Justice from West-
ern lllinois University. In 1983, Justus received
a second Associates Degree from SWIC in
Security Administration. He now possesses a
master’s degree in the Administration of Jus-
tice from the Metropolitan Collegiate Institute
in London. Today, Mearl continues his edu-
cation by teaching a law enforcement course
at SWIC and has established a scholarship
program to help other students with GED’s to
continue their education.

In his police career, Justus was appointed
Police Chief in Cahokia in 1962 after serving
on the force for a decade. According to Mearl,
Cahokia had changed a lot since 1953.
Cahokia grew from a small rural community,
where the cops didn’t even have two-way ra-
dios. If you needed a cop, Mearl says, you
walked around until you found one. Cahokia,
like other growing towns, became a place
where crime grew as the population grew. He
started seeing more burglaries, thefts and
armed robberies. It wasn't until 1972 that he
investigated his first murder, a case that
haunts him today.

During that summer in 1972, 14-year old
Robbie Watson turned up missing. Eight
weeks later his body was found east of Dupo,
lllinois. Mearl conducted an investigation with
very few leads. Just one-year ago however,
Justus received a letter from an inmate serv-
ing time in prison in another state on an unre-
lated crime who confessed to that murder.
Justus still thinks everyday of this crime, which
has yet to be closed.

In 1982, Justus decided to pursue a political
career—something he said he always wanted.
He was elected St. Clair County Sheriff in
1982 and was re-elected for four more terms.
After that first election, Justus and his wife,
Audrey, moved out of their Cahokia home and
into an apartment above the jail. Audrey
Justus has said living above the jail took some
getting used to, though it is probably the most
secure living quarters in the county. All the
windows are locked and all the doors are se-
curity doors. Both Mearl and Audrey have
lived there for 20 years.

Mearl enjoys being a politician, his wife has
said, but not as much as being a cop. Mearl
never stops campaigning. He treats everyday
as if the election is tomorrow, Audrey has
said. Of all his accomplishments, Mearl has
been his happiest when he is helping the poor
and the elderly. Mearl enjoys being account-
able to the voters, instead of other politicians.

Mearl certainly believes in doing his job cre-
atively. He is well known for his outspoken at-
titude about traditional police policy. In 1988,
the Sheriff held a benefit for the Women'’s Cri-
sis Center by holding a Slumber in the
Slammer, where people paid $100 to spend
the night in the new jail addition.

In 1990, he sent out more than 1,000 no-
tices to fugitives in the county, telling them
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they had won free sneakers. When they
turned up to claim their prizes, they got a trip
to jail.

In 1992, Justus swapped 500 guns con-
fiscated by his department for bulletproof vests
for his deputies. He has sold ads on patrol
cars to raise money. He pushes youth pro-
grams, educating kids about the perils of
drugs and about the rewards of careers in law
enforcement. His humble beginnings also
taught Justus compassion. In 1988, he ar-
ranged a cataract surgery for a woman who
had lost $6,000 in savings, including the
$1,400 needed for the surgery, during a rob-
bery. He also established a nutrition ministry
at Cahokia Park United Methodist Church 35
years ago. Mearl also features a crack house
of the month to spotlight crime areas through-
out the County.

Justus rarely carries a gun, although he
usually has one within reach. Justus has said
he doesn't even like guns. He tells the stu-
dents at the class he teaches at SWIC that
too much emphasis is put on guns. He says
more crimes are solved with a pen than with
a gun. Good law enforcement is not always
about guns.

Justus has a unique collection in his office.
He has quite a collection of pigs; wooden pigs,
plastic pigs, stuffed pigs, even pictures of pigs.
The pig became Justus’'s mascot in the 60’s
when students across the nation were pro-
testing the war in Vietnam. Justus says Pig
stands for Pride, Integrity and Justice.

In his last campaign, rumors were running
rampant that he was ready to retire. Mearl
says there is no truth to that. He intends to
complete the job he started some 50 years
ago. But besides being Sheriff of St. Clair
County and keeping up with all the Boards
and Commissions on which he serves, Mearl
still finds time to fish.

| have known Mearl for much of his career
in law enforcement. | have always said he is
the second best Sheriff in St. Clair County. My
father Dan being the first, who served from
1966-1970. This year, as he has every year
as Sheriff, Mearl assists the inmates of the jail
to tend their own vegetable garden. The vege-
tables grown there feed the inmates and
what's left is distributed to local nursing
homes.

Mearl Justice is a unique individual. He
never forgot where he came from and what it
means to struggle in life and to work hard. He
instills this attribute everyday, to everyone he
meets and works with. Mearl says it best
when he says that “there isn’'t anything he
would do different. | am satisfied with my life.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Sheriff Mearl Justus on the occa-
sion of his 50th Anniversary in the field of law
enforcement and wish him many more years
of service to the people of St. Clair County.

———

CONGRATULATING UNITED
STATES CAPITOL POLICE ON
175TH ANNIVERSARY

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 29, 2003

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
am an original co-sponsor of H. Con. Res.
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